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declares the House in recess until 9 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 15 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 9 a.m. today. 

f 

b 0900 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WELCH) at 9 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord, You show mercy to all, and 
You despise nothing You have created. 
Since You know us through and 
through, You forgive the sins of Your 
people, because You alone can draw 
goodness out of anyone or anything, at 
any time. 

You provide Your people with time so 
that they may change their course of 
action and return to You with all their 
hearts, for You alone are the Lord. You 
alone are ever faithful, Almighty God, 
both now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

After consultation among the Speak-
er and the majority and minority lead-
ers, and with their consent, the Chair 
announces that, when the two Houses 
meet in joint meeting to hear an ad-
dress by Her Excellency Dr. Angela 
Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Re-
public of Germany, only the doors im-
mediately opposite the Speaker and 
those immediately to her left and right 
will be open. 

No one will be allowed on the floor of 
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to 
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege 
of the floor must be strictly enforced. 
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of 
all Members is requested. 

The practice of reserving seats prior 
to the joint meeting by placard will 

not be allowed. Members may reserve 
their seats by physical presence only 
following the security sweep of the 
Chamber. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, October 29, 2009, the House stands 
in recess subject to the call of the 
Chair. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

During the recess, beginning at 10:23 
a.m., the following proceedings were 
had: 

f 

JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HER EXCELLENCY DR. 
ANGELA MERKEL, CHANCELLOR 
OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
GERMANY 

The Speaker of the House presided. 
The Majority Floor Services Chief, 

Mr. Barry Sullivan, announced the 
Vice President and Members of the 
U.S. Senate who entered the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, the Vice 
President taking the chair at the right 
of the Speaker, and the Members of the 
Senate the seats reserved for them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints 
as members of the committee on the 
part of the House to escort Her Excel-
lency Dr. Angela Merkel, Chancellor of 
the Federal Republic of Germany, into 
the Chamber: 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER); 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. CLYBURN); 

The gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr. LARSON); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
BECERRA); 

The gentlewoman from Connecticut 
(Ms. DELAURO); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
BERMAN); 

The gentlewoman from New York 
(Ms. SLAUGHTER); 

The gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. DELAHUNT); 

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
CARNAHAN); 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MCMAHON); 

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BOEHNER); 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
CANTOR); 

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
PENCE); 

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
MCCOTTER); 

The gentlewoman from Washington 
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCARTHY); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
DREIER); 

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN); 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. WILSON); and 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE). 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-

dent of the Senate, at the direction of 
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on 
the part of the Senate to escort Her 
Excellency Dr. Angela Merkel, Chan-
cellor of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, into the House Chamber: 

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID); 
The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN); 
The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 

KERRY); 
The Senator from Oregon (Mr. 

MERKLEY); 
The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 

MCCONNELL); 
The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL); 
The Senator from Tennessee (Mr. AL-

EXANDER); 
The Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-

KOWSKI); 
The Senator from Texas (Mr. 

CORNYN); and 
The Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 

THUNE). 
The Majority Floor Services Chief 

announced the Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps, His Excellency Roble Olhaye, 
Ambassador from the Republic of 
Djibouti. 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved 
for him. 

The Majority Floor Services Chief 
announced the Cabinet of the President 
of the United States. 

The Members of the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States entered 
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for 
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum. 

At 10 o’clock and 43 minutes a.m., 
the Majority Floor Services Chief an-
nounced Her Excellency Dr. Angela 
Merkel, Chancellor of the Federal Re-
public of Germany. 

The Chancellor of the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany, escorted by the com-
mittee of Senators and Representa-
tives, entered the Hall of the House of 
Representatives and stood at the 
Clerk’s desk. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
The SPEAKER. Members of Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the 
distinct honor of presenting to you Her 
Excellency Dr. Angela Merkel, Chan-
cellor of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
(The following address was delivered 

in German, with a simultaneous trans-
lation in English.) 

Chancellor MERKEL. Madam Speak-
er, Mr. Vice President, distinguished 
Members of Congress: 

Thank you for the great honor and 
privilege to address you today, shortly 
before the 20th anniversary of the fall 
of the Berlin Wall. I am the second 
German Chancellor on whom this great 
honor is bestowed. Konrad Adenauer 
was the first when, in 1957, he ad-
dressed both Houses of Congress, albeit 
one after the other. 
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Our lives could not have been more 

different. In 1957, I was a small child of 
3 years. I lived in Brandenburg to-
gether with my parents, a region that 
at the time belonged to the German 
Democratic Republic, the part of Ger-
many that was not free. My father 
worked as a Protestant pastor. My 
mother, who had studied English and 
Latin to become a teacher, was not al-
lowed to work in her chosen profession 
in the GDR. In 1957, Konrad Adenauer 
was already 81 years old. He had wit-
nessed the German Empire, the first 
World War, the Weimar Republic and 
the Second World War. The National 
Socialists ousted him from his office as 
Lord Mayor of the city of Cologne. 
After the war, he was one of the men 
and women who built the free and 
democratic Federal Republic of Ger-
many. There is nothing more symbolic 
of this Federal Republic of Germany 
than its constitution, the basic law, 
the grundgesetz. It was adopted exactly 
60 years ago. 

Article 1 of the basic law reads as fol-
lows, ‘‘The dignity of man is invio-
lable.’’ This short and simple sen-
tence—‘‘the dignity of man is invio-
lable’’—was the response to the catas-
trophe of the Second World War, to the 
murder of 6 million Jews in the Holo-
caust, to the hatred, destruction and 
annihilation that Germany brought 
over Germany and the rest of the 
world. 

In only a few days will mark the 9th 
of November. On the 9th of November, 
1989, the Berlin Wall fell. The 9th of 
November, 1938, however, also left an 
indelible mark on German and Euro-
pean history. On this day, the National 
Socialists pillaged and destroyed syna-
gogues, set fire to them and killed in-
numerable people. It was the beginning 
of what later turned into the break 
with civilization that was the Shoah. I 
cannot stand before you today without 
remembering the victims of that very 
day and of the Shoah. 

There is one guest in the audience 
today who personally experienced the 
horrors of Germany under National So-
cialism and whom I got to know per-
sonally some time ago—Professor Fritz 
Stern. He was born in Breslau in 1926— 
then a German city, today a Polish 
city—and in 1938, he was able to flee 
with his family from the Nazis at the 
very last minute. In his autobiography, 
published in 2006 under the title ‘‘Five 
Germanys I Have Known’’ Fritz Stern 
recounts the moment he arrived in New 
York Harbor in 1938, reaching a haven 
of freedom and security. 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is wonderful 
that history willed that Fritz Stern, 
then a 12-year-old boy driven out of his 
native Germany, and myself, originally 
born in the GDR, now Chancellor of to-
day’s reunited Germany, meet here 
today before this august assembly 
under the same roof. This fills me with 
great pride and great gratitude. 

In my wildest dreams, I would not 
have thought this possible 20 years ago, 
before the fall of the wall, for at the 

time it was beyond my imagination to 
ever even travel to the United States, 
let alone stand here before you one 
day. The land of unlimited opportunity 
was, for me for a long time, impossible 
to reach. The wall, barbed wire and the 
order to shoot at those who tried to 
leave limited my access to the free 
world. Therefore, I had to rely on films 
and books, some of which were smug-
gled by relatives from the West to gain 
an impression of the United States. 
What did I see, and what did I read? 
What was it I was passionate about? I 
was passionate about the American 
Dream, the possibility for each and ev-
eryone to be successful, to actually 
make it in life through one’s own per-
sonal effort. And like many other teen-
agers, I was passionate about jeans of a 
particular brand that you could not get 
in the GDR, which my aunt kindly sent 
me regularly from the West. I was pas-
sionate about the vast American land-
scapes that seemed to breathe the very 
spirit of freedom and independence. 
And immediately in 1990, my husband 
and I flew to America for the first 
time, to California. We shall never for-
get our first glimpse of the Pacific 
Ocean. It was simply gorgeous. And 
this, even though for me, America 
seemed completely out of reach until 
1989. 

Then on the 9th of November, 1989, 
the Berlin Wall fell, and this border, 
which had divided a nation for decades, 
keeping people in two different worlds, 
was now open. This is why, for me, 
today is, first and foremost, a time to 
say thank you. I thank all those Amer-
ican and Allied pilots who heard and 
heeded the desperate appeal of then- 
mayor of Berlin, Ernst Reuter, in 1948 
who said, ‘‘You, the nations of this 
world, cast your eyes towards the 
city.’’ For months, these pilots flew to 
Berlin for the airlift, saving the citi-
zens from starvation. Many of these 
soldiers risked their lives; dozens lost 
their lives. We shall remember and 
honor them forever. 

I thank the 16 million Americans sta-
tioned in Germany throughout the last 
decades, without whose support as sol-
diers, diplomats and generally as 
facilitators, overcoming the division of 
Europe would simply not have been 
possible. Also, we would be more than 
pleased, not only today but also in the 
future, to have American soldiers in 
Germany. You are ambassadors of your 
country to Germany, just as many 
Americans with German roots continue 
to be ambassadors of my country over 
here in the United States of America. 

I think of John F. Kennedy who won 
the hearts of the Berliners when, dur-
ing his visit in 1961 after the wall had 
been built, he reached out to the des-
perate citizens of Berlin by saying, 
‘‘Ich bin ein Berliner.’’ I think of Ron-
ald Reagan who, far earlier than most, 
clearly saw the sign of the times and, 
standing in front of the Brandenburg 
Gate already in 1987, called out, ‘‘Mr. 
Gorbachev, open this gate. Mr. Gorba-
chev, tear down this wall.’’ This appeal 
shall remain forever in my heart. 

I thank George Herbert Walker Bush 
for the trust he placed in Germany and 
then Chancellor Helmut Kohl, offering 
something of immeasurable value to us 
Germans already in May 1989: ‘‘Part-
nership in leadership.’’ What a gen-
erous offer, 40 years after the end of 
the Second World War. It was actually 
only last Saturday that we met again 
in Berlin, incidentally together with 
Mikhail Gorbachev. And to him, too, 
we owe a debt of gratitude. 

Ladies and gentlemen, to put it in 
just one sentence, I know—we Germans 
know how much we owe to you, our 
American friends, and we shall never— 
I, personally—shall never, ever forget 
this. 

The common quest for freedom re-
leased incredible forces all over Eu-
rope: the trade union Solidarnosc in 
Poland, the reformers around Vaclav 
Havel in Czechoslovakia, the first 
opening of the Iron Curtain in Hun-
gary, and the demonstrations in the 
GDR every Monday. Where there used 
to be a dark wall, a door suddenly 
opened, and we all walked through it 
out into the streets, into the churches, 
across borders. Each and everyone was 
suddenly given a chance to build some-
thing new, to help shape things, to dare 
a new beginning. 

I, too, saw a new beginning. I left my 
work as a physicist in the Academy of 
Science in East Berlin behind me and 
went into politics because I was finally 
able to do something to make a dif-
ference because I had gained the im-
pression, Now things can be changed. 
Now you can do something. Ladies and 
gentlemen, 20 years have gone by since 
we were given this incredible gift of 
freedom, but still, nothing keeps me 
more involved, nothing spurs me on as 
much, nothing fills me with stronger 
positive feelings than the force of free-
dom. 

Whoever has been so positively sur-
prised in his or her lifetime holds many 
things to be possible. Or, to borrow the 
words of Bill Clinton when he was in 
Berlin in 1994, ‘‘Nothing will stop us. 
All things are possible.’’ Yes, every-
thing is possible. It is possible for a 
woman like myself to be here today. It 
is possible for a man like Arnold Vaatz, 
a dissident in Dresden during GDR 
times who spent time in prison because 
of this, to be here present today, a 
Member of the German Bundestag, the 
German Parliament and a member of 
my delegation. Yes, everything is pos-
sible. Also in our century, the 21st cen-
tury, the age of globalization. 

Back home in Germany, just as here 
in America, many people are afraid of 
globalization. We don’t simply pass 
over this fact and these fears. We do 
see the difficulties. And yet it is up to 
us to convince people that 
globalization is the great global oppor-
tunity for each and every continent, 
for it forces all of us to work together 
with others. The alternative to 
globalization would mean shutting our-
selves off against others. But instead of 
being a viable alternative, this would 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 23:49 Nov 03, 2009 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K03NO7.007 H03NOPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

G
8S

O
Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H12203 November 3, 2009 
only lead into isolation and misery. 
Thinking in terms of alliances, think-
ing in terms of partnerships, however, 
this will take us into a good future. 

Ladies and gentlemen, America and 
Europe have certainly had their share 
of disagreements. Some may some-
times consider the other to be too hesi-
tant or too fearful or, from the oppo-
site perspective, too headstrong and 
too pushy. And yet I am deeply con-
vinced that Europe will not find a bet-
ter partner than America, nor will 
America find a better partner than Eu-
rope. For what brings Europeans and 
Americans together and keeps them to-
gether is not only a common history, 
what brings Europeans and Americans 
together and keeps them there are not 
only shared interests but common 
global challenges which exist among 
all regions of the world. This alone 
would not be sufficient to forge this 
very special partnership between Eu-
rope and America and to make it last. 
There is more to it. What brings Euro-
peans and Americans together and 
keeps them close is a common basis of 
shared values. It is a common idea of 
the individual, and its inalienable dig-
nity. It is a common understanding of 
freedom and responsibility. This is 
what we stand up for in this unique 
trans-Atlantic partnership and in this 
community of shared values that is 
NATO. 

Thus, partnership and leadership is 
filled with life, ladies and gentlemen. 
It was this basis of values that ended 
the Cold War, and it is this basis of val-
ues which enables us now to stand the 
test of our times, and we need to stand 
this test of our time. Germany is 
united. Europe is united. That is some-
thing that we’ve been able to do. 

Now today’s generation needs to 
prove that it is able to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st century and that, in 
a sense, we are able to tear down walls 
of today. What does this mean? Well, it 
means create freedom and security. It 
means create prosperity and justice, 
and it means protecting our planet. 
And here again, America and Europe 
are called upon in a very special way to 
do that, even after the end of the Cold 
War. Therefore, what is important is to 
see to it that we tear down walls in the 
minds of people, walls that separate 
different concepts of life that make it 
difficult time and again for us to un-
derstand each other all over the world. 
This is why the ability to show toler-
ance towards others is so important. 

For us, our way of life is the best pos-
sible way, but others do not necessarily 
feel that way or think that way. There 
are different solutions to create a 
peaceful coexistence and tolerance; and 
showing tolerance means showing re-
spect for the history, the tradition, the 
religion and the cultural identity of 
others. But let there be no misunder-
standing; tolerance does not mean any-
thing goes. There must be zero toler-
ance towards all those who show no re-
spect for the inalienable rights of the 
individual and who violate human 

rights, and zero tolerance needs to be 
shown when there is a risk of weapons 
of mass destruction falling, for exam-
ple, into the hands of Iran and threat-
ening our security. 

Iran needs to be aware of this. Iran 
knows our offer, but Iran also knows 
where we draw a line. A nuclear bomb 
in the hands of an Iranian president 
who denies the Holocaust, threatens 
Israel and denies Israel the right to 
exist is not acceptable. The security of 
the State of Israel is for me nonnego-
tiable, now and forever. Incidentally, 
not only Israel is threatened but the 
whole of the free world. Whoever 
threatens Israel also threatens us. This 
is where the free world meets this 
threat head-on; if necessary, through 
tough economic sanctions. And this is 
why we, in Germany, will do every-
thing we can in order to lend our sup-
port to the Middle East peace process, 
with the aim of establishing a two- 
state solution, a Jewish State of Israel 
and a Palestinian state living peace-
fully side by side. 

We also stand up against the threat 
of international terrorism. We are 
aware of the fact that no country, no 
matter how strong, can do this alone. 
We all need partners. We are only 
strong if we are joined by others in a 
community of partners. Since we share 
then-President George W. Bush’s views 
after the attacks of 9/11 that we had to 
prevent Afghanistan from ever har-
boring such a threat to the world 
again, Germany has been present there 
on the ground since 2002, with the 
third-largest troop contingent. We 
want to make the concept of an inte-
grated or networked security success-
ful. This means that civil and military 
commitment are inextricably linked. 

The international community’s mis-
sion in Afghanistan is, without any 
doubt, a tough one. It demands a lot 
from all of us, and it now needs to be 
transferred to the next phase as soon 
as the new Afghan Government is in of-
fice. Our objective must be a strategy 
for transfer of responsibility which we 
intend to develop together during a 
joint U.N. conference at the beginning 
of next year. We will be successful if 
we, as we have done up to now, con-
tinue to travel this road together every 
step of the way. Germany stands ready 
to shoulder its responsibility. 

There is no doubt that NATO is and 
remains the crucial cornerstone of our 
common security. The security concept 
is continuously further developed and 
adapted to meet the challenges of the 
day, but its foundation and its clear 
compass for peace and freedom remain 
unchanged. We Europeans, I am con-
vinced, may contribute even more in 
the future, for we Europeans are cur-
rently working on giving a new con-
tractual basis to our European Union. 
The last signature has just been put on 
this document. This will make the Eu-
ropean Union stronger and more capa-
ble of action, thereby turning it into a 
strong and reliable partner for the 
United States. We can build stable 

partnerships on this sound basis, first 
and foremost, with Russia, China and 
India. For, ladies and gentlemen, the 
world we live in today is both freer and 
more integrated than ever before. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall, the tech-
nological revolution and information 
and communication technology, and 
the rise of China, India, and other 
countries to become dynamic econo-
mies, all of this has changed the world 
of the 21st century into something 
completely different from what we 
knew in the 20th century. This is a 
good thing, for freedom is the very es-
sence of our economy and our society. 
Man can only be creative when he’s 
free, but what is also clear is that free-
dom does not stand alone. It is the 
freedom in responsibility and freedom 
to show and shoulder responsibility. 
For this, the world needs an underlying 
order. The near collapse of the inter-
national financial markets has shown 
what happens when there is none, when 
there is no underpinning order. If there 
is one lesson the world has learned 
from the financial crisis of last year, it 
is that a globalized economy needs a 
global order and a global framework of 
rules. Without global rules on trans-
parency and supervision, we will not 
gain more freedom but rather risk the 
abuse of freedom and, thus, risk insta-
bility. 

In a way, this is a second wall that 
needs to fall, a wall standing in the 
way of a truly global economic order, a 
wall made up of regional and exclu-
sively national thinking. The G–20 is 
key to this cooperation among the 
most important industrialized coun-
tries and emerging economies. Here, 
too, cooperation between the Ameri-
cans and the Europeans is a crucial 
cornerstone. It is not an exclusive but 
an inclusive cooperation. The G–20 
have shown that they are capable of ac-
tion, and we need to resist the pressure 
of those who almost led the nations of 
this planet to the abyss. The long and 
short of it is that international eco-
nomic policy needs to be more sustain-
able because this crisis was also the re-
sult of a way of thinking that was too 
short term. As a consequence, millions 
of people all over the world may lose 
their jobs and are threatened by pov-
erty and hunger. 

To achieve prosperity and justice, we 
have to do everything to prevent such 
a crisis in the future. This also means 
not giving in to the temptation of pro-
tectionism. This is why the Doha nego-
tiations and the framework of WTO are 
so important. The success of the Doha 
Round would send a very important 
message of openness for global trade, 
particularly in the current crisis. And 
just as much, the Transatlantic Eco-
nomic Council can fulfill an important 
task in preventing the race for sub-
sidies and giving incentives to reduce 
barriers to trade between Europe and 
America. Please, do let us jointly work 
for a global economic order that is in 
the interest of both America and Eu-
rope. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, global chal-

lenges can only be met by comprehen-
sive international cooperation. This is 
also true for the third great task we 
need to stand up to in the 21st century, 
the wall that seemingly separates the 
present from the future. This wall bars 
from view the needs of future genera-
tions. It prevents us from doing what is 
urgently necessary to preserve the 
basis of our very life and our climate. 
We can already see now where this 
wasteful attitude towards our future 
leads: icebergs are melting in the Arc-
tic; in Africa, people become refugees 
because their environment has been de-
stroyed; the global sea level is rising. 

I am delighted to note that President 
Obama and you, in your daily work, 
consider the protection of our climate 
to be a very important task. We all 
know that we have no time to lose. We 
need an agreement at the climate con-
ference in Copenhagen in December. 
We need an agreement on one objec-
tive: global warming must not exceed 2 
degrees Celsius. To achieve this, we 
need the readiness of all countries to 
exact internationally binding obliga-
tions. We cannot afford missing the ob-
jectives in climate protection that 
science tells us have to be met. This 
would not only be irresponsible from 
an environmental point of view, it 
would also be technologically short-
sighted, for the development of new 
technologies in the field of energy of-
fers great opportunities for growth and 
innovative jobs. 

No doubt about it, in December the 
world will look to us, to the Europeans 
and to the Americans. And it is true, 
there can be no agreement without 
China and India. But I am convinced 
once we, in Europe and America, show 
ourselves ready to adopt binding agree-
ments, that we will also be able to per-
suade China and India to join in. Then 
in Copenhagen, we shall be able to 
overcome this wall separating the 
present and the future in the interest 
of our children and grandchildren and 
in the interest of sustainable develop-
ment all over the world. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am con-
vinced that just as we found the 
strength in the 20th century to bring 
about the fall of the wall made of con-
crete and barbed wire, we shall now 
show that necessary strength to over-
come the walls of the 21st century, 
walls in our minds, walls of short-
sighted self-interest, walls between the 
present and the future. 

Ladies and gentlemen, my confidence 
is nurtured and comes from a very im-
portant source, a very special sound, 
the sound of the Liberty Bell in 
Schöneberg Town Hall in Berlin. Since 
1950, the bell, cast after the original 
American Liberty Bell, hangs there in 
the belfry. A gift from American citi-
zens, it is a symbol of the promise of 
freedom, a promise that has been ful-
filled. On the 3rd of October, 1990, the 
Liberty Bell rang again, signaling the 
unification of Germany, the greatest 
moment of joy for the German people. 

On the 13th of September, 2001, it tolled 
out again, 2 days after 9/11, the greatest 
day of mourning for the American peo-
ple. 

(Spoken in English:) 
The freedom bell in Berlin is, like the 

Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, a symbol 
which reminds us that freedom does 
not come about by itself. It must be 
struggled for and then defended anew 
every day of our lives. In this endeavor, 
Germany and Europe will also in the 
future remain strong and dependable 
partners for America. That, I promise 
you. Thank you very much. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
At 11 o’clock and 20 minutes a.m., 

Her Excellency Dr. Angela Merkel, 
Chancellor of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, accompanied by the com-
mittee of escort, retired from the Hall 
of the House of Representatives. 

The Majority Floor Services Chief es-
corted the invited guests from the 
Chamber in the following order: 

The Members of the President’s Cabi-
net; 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. 

f 

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED 

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the 
joint meeting having been completed, 
the Chair declares the joint meeting of 
the two Houses now dissolved. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 23 
minutes a.m.), the joint meeting of the 
two Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PASTOR of Arizona) at 
noon. 

f 

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD 
DURING RECESS 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the proceedings held 
during the recess be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 3949, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 398, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 866, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

VETERANS’ SMALL BUSINESS AS-
SISTANCE AND SERVICEMEM-
BERS PROTECTION ACT OF 2009 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 3949, as amended, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3949, as amend-
ed. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 382, nays 2, 
not voting 48, as follows: 

[Roll No. 835] 

YEAS—382 

Aderholt 
Adler (NJ) 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Arcuri 
Austria 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bartlett 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boccieri 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Bright 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Cantor 
Cao 
Capito 
Capps 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson (IN) 

Carter 
Cassidy 
Castle 
Castor (FL) 
Chaffetz 
Chandler 
Childers 
Chu 
Clarke 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman (CO) 
Cohen 
Conaway 
Connolly (VA) 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Dahlkemper 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly (IN) 
Doyle 
Dreier 
Driehaus 
Duncan 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emerson 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Fallin 
Farr 
Filner 
Fleming 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 

Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Giffords 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goodlatte 
Graves 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Guthrie 
Hall (TX) 
Halvorson 
Hare 
Harman 
Harper 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Heinrich 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Hunter 
Inglis 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kilroy 
Kind 
King (IA) 
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