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of the House Armed Services Committee, I 
strongly support H.R. 3949, which further pro-
tects our nation’s veterans. I urge my col-
leagues to support this important bill. 

Mr. Speaker, our nation’s economy was 
once empowered by our returning war heroes 
whose successful small businesses fueled the 
country’s eventual rise as an economic super-
power. We are now witnessing the emergence 
of another great generation. It would be care-
less of us not to grant this generation the 
same opportunities to succeed. This can only 
be done through further investment in small 
business development. 

This bill would expand contract termination 
provisions for deployed servicemembers, pre-
vent additional fees for early termination, ex-
pand assistance and outreach to states to in-
form veterans about benefits and programs for 
which they are eligible. 

I urge my colleagues to help veterans help 
themselves. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3949, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF BERLIN AIRLIFT’S SUCCESS 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 398) recognizing the 60th 
anniversary of the Berlin Airlift’s suc-
cess. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 398 

Whereas pursuant to mutual agreement 
among allies concluded at the Potsdam Con-
ference following the unconditional sur-
render of Adolf Hitler’s National Socialist 
(NAZI) regime on May 8, 1945, the German 
capitol of Berlin was divided into four zones 
of military occupation controlled by the 
United States, the Soviet Union, Great Brit-
ain, and France; 

Whereas in a bid to maintain leverage over 
Germany by perpetuating its economic in-
stability, and in opposition to the United 
States’ Marshall Plan and the allies’ pro-
posal for a new, more stable German cur-
rency, then Soviet Dictator Joseph Stalin 
ordered a blockade of Berlin on June 22, 1948; 

Whereas Stalin’s blockade prohibited all 
ground access to the city, blocking the peo-
ple of Berlin; 

Whereas three 20-mile-wide free air cor-
ridors had been agreed on November 30, 1945, 
to provide unfettered access to Berlin along 
accepted flight routes; 

Whereas the Soviet regime insisted that 
the Western Allies allow food and medicine 
to be supplied to these sectors only through 

Soviet-controlled East Germany, effectively 
allowing Soviet control over West Berlin; 

Whereas President Harry S. Truman or-
dered the stationing of U.S. B–29 Superfor-
tresses at British airfields on June 28, 1948; 

Whereas Britain’s Foreign Minister Ernest 
Brevin, at the suggestion of Commander Sir 
Brian Robertson, proposed employing a mili-
tary airlift as an alternative to an armed 
convoy through the Soviet sector to provide 
humanitarian relief to Berlin’s traumatized 
and beleaguered population; 

Whereas General Lucius Clay, then United 
States military governor of Germany, and 
Major General Curtis LeMay, Commanding 
General of the United States Air Force in 
Europe, requested Douglas C–54 Skymasters, 
the largest transport plane available to the 
United States Air Force, to help supply the 
colossal strategic air mission; 

Whereas the first Skymasters arrived at 
Rhein-Main Air Base on June 28, 1948, and 
were immediately loaded to begin Operation 
Vittles to convey supplies to Berlin; 

Whereas the Soviet regime publically de-
rided the airlift, announcing that it would be 
impossible to carry out and maintain such 
an operation, characterizing the mission in 
the East German press as, ‘‘the futile at-
tempts of the Americans to save face and to 
maintain their untenable position in Ber-
lin’’; 

Whereas Australia, South Africa, and New 
Zealand joined Great Britain and the United 
States in what became the largest humani-
tarian operation ever undertaken by the 
United States Air Force; 

Whereas Lt. General William Turner, hon-
ored in the Air Cargo Hall of Fame for his 
tactical brilliance as commander of the Ber-
lin Airlift, was called upon to lead the Berlin 
Airlift and worked tirelessly to ensure that 
the aircraft he commanded supplied the be-
sieged city of Berlin with essential supplies 
including coal, heating oil, medicine, and 
food from July 28, 1948, through the official 
conclusion of the mission on September 30, 
1949; 

Whereas the Berlin Airlift resulted in the 
total delivery of 1,783,573 tons of supplies by 
the United States and 541,937 tons of supplies 
totaling 2,300,000 tons delivered on 277,569 
total flights to Berlin; 

Whereas the United States Air Force’s C– 
47s and C–54s alone logged 92,000,000 miles in 
the Berlin Airlift; 

Whereas the commitment of the United 
States to aid the besieged people of Berlin 
resulted in the tragic loss of 101 allied per-
sonnel, of which 31 were United States cas-
ualties; 

Whereas the following Air Force units, 
aided by the United States Navy and Army, 
are known to have contributed to the success 
of the Berlin Airlift— 

(1) HHS1Air Life Task Force; 
(2) 10 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(3) 11 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(4) 12 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(5) 14 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(6) 15 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(7) 29 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(8) 39 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(9) 40 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(10) 41 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(11) 47 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(12) 48 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(13) 53 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(14) HHS 60 Troop Carrier Wing; 
(15) HQ 60 Troop Carrier Group; 
(16) 60 Troop Carrier Group; 
(17) HQ60 Maintenance Support Group; 
(18) 60 Maintenance Squadron; 
(19) 60 Supply Squadron; 
(20) 60 FIN DIS UT; 
(21) 60 COMM Squadron; 
(22) 60A police Squadron; 
(23) 60 Food Service Squadron; 

(24) 60 Install SQ; 
(25) 60 Motor Vehicle Squadron; 
(26) 60 Base Services Squadron; 
(27) 60 Medical Group; 
(28) HHS A B Group; 
(29) HQ61 Troop Carrier Group; 
(30) HQ313 Troop Carrier Group; 
(31) HHS61 Troop Carrier Wing; 
(32) HQ317 Troop Carrier Group; 
(33) HQ317 Maintenance Supply Group; 
(34) 317 Maintenance Squadron; 
(35) 317 Supply Squadron; 
(36) HHS 317 A B Group; 
(37) 317 Communications Squadron; 
(38) 317A Police Squadron; 
(39) 317 Food Services Squadron; 
(40) 317 Installation Squadron; 
(41) 317 Motor Vehicle Squadron; 
(42) 317 Base Services Squadron; 
(43) 317 FIN DIS UT; 
(44) 317 Medical Group; 
(45) 330 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(46) 331 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(47) 332 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(48) 333 Troop Carrier Squadron; 
(49) HHS 513 A B Group; 
(50) HQ 513 Troop Carrier Group; 
(51) 513 Troop Carrier Group; 
(52) HQ 513 Maintenance Sup Group; 
(53) 513 Maintenance Squadron; 
(54) 513 Supply Squadron; 
(55) 513 Communications Squadron; 
(56) 513A Police Squadron; 
(57) 513 Food Service Squadron; 
(58) 513 Install Squadron; 
(59) 513 Motor Vehicle Squadron; 
(60) 513 Base Services Squadron; 
(61) 513 Finance Distribution Unit; 
(62) 513 Medical Group; 
(63) HHS 7350 A B Group; 
(64) 7351 Maintenance Supply Squadron; 
(65) 7352 AF Police Squadron; 
(66) 7353 Installation Squadron; and 
(67) HHS 7497A Lift Wing; 
Whereas Col. Gail Halvorsen, also known 

as the ‘‘Candy Bomber’’ and recipient of the 
1948 Cheney Award, distinguished himself by 
launching Operation Little Vittles, a mag-
nanimous effort that parachuted over 3 tons 
of candy to the children of Berlin, including 
children in the Soviet sector; 

Whereas in the face of the massive allied 
goodwill offensive, the Soviets capitulated 
and lifted the blockade on May 12, 1949; 

Whereas the Berlin Airlift consolidated the 
successful use of air transport in military 
operations and led to the creation of the Air 
Mobility Command; 

Whereas German Chancellor Konrad Ade-
nauer noted that the Berlin Airlift ‘‘was a 
truly visible sign that America recognized 
her duty to be the leader of free nations and 
wanted to fulfill it.’’; and 

Whereas the determined actions of the Ber-
lin Airlift sent a clear message to the Soviet 
Union that the United States held an un-
questionable commitment and unwavering 
resolve to prevent tyranny in Europe: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the 60th anniversary of the 
Berlin Airlift, and commends all of the oper-
ation’s United States veterans for their valor 
and determination to represent the noble 
ideals that thwarted the fall of the Iron Cur-
tain over Berlin’s western strongholds; 

(2) honors the veterans of the Berlin Airlift 
who lost their lives to bring the means of 
survival and sustenance to civilians under 
siege in the service to their country; 

(3) commends the spirit of collaboration 
which characterized this united allied oper-
ation involving both military and civilian 
aircraft and crews; and 

(4) honors the men and women of the 
United States military whose continued 
dedication to the ideals of integrity, compas-
sion, and liberty upholds the honorable leg-
acy of the United States Armed Forces, as il-
lustrated by the Berlin Airlift, and renews 
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our faith in the power of freedom and good-
ness to prevail over tyranny. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I would also 

like to ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3949, as amended, and H. 
Res. 398. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Before I talk about the importance of 

the resolution before us today, I want 
to thank the Committee on Armed 
Services for working with the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee to bring this 
bill to the floor. And I include for the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the exchange 
of letters waiving jurisdiction between 
the Committee of Veterans’ Affairs and 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, October 6, 2009. 

Hon. BOB FILNER, 
Chairman, House Committee on Veterans’ Af-

fairs, Cannon House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On May 4, 2009, the 
House Resolution 398, ‘‘Recognizing the 60th 
anniversary of the Berlin Airlift’s success,’’ 
was introduced in the House. As you know, 
this measure was sequentially referred to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

Our Committee recognizes the importance 
of H.R. 398 and the need for the legislation to 
move expeditiously. Therefore, while we 
have a valid claim to jurisdiction over this 
legislation, the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices will waive further consideration of H.R. 
398. I do so with the understanding that by 
waiving further consideration of the resolu-
tion, the Committee does not waive any fu-
ture jurisdictional claims over similar meas-
ures. 

I would appreciate the inclusion of this let-
ter and a copy of your response in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 
the measure on the House floor. 

Very truly yours, 
IKE SKELTON 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, October 14, 2009. 
Hon. IKE SKELTON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Ray-

burn House Office Building, House of Rep-
resentatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding House Resolution 398, ‘‘Rec-
ognizing the 60th anniversary of the Berlin 
Airlift’s success.’’ This measure was referred 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and 
sequentially referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

I agree that the Committee on Armed 
Services has certain valid jurisdictional 
claims to this resolution, and I appreciate 
your decision to waive further consideration 
of H. Res. 398 in the interest of expediting 

consideration of this important measure. I 
agree that by agreeing to waive further con-
sideration, the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices is not waiving its jurisdictional claims 
over similar measures in the future. 

During consideration of this measure on 
the House floor, I will ask that this exchange 
of letters be included in the Congressional 
Record. 

Sincerely, 
BOB FILNER, 

Chairman. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 398 recognizes 
the 60th anniversary of one of our Na-
tion’s most commendable humani-
tarian airlift operations in history. 

As a whole, the United States Armed 
Forces is equipped with advanced and 
powerful equipment which gives them 
significant capabilities used not only 
for defense but also for humanitarian 
relief, as was so ably demonstrated in 
Berlin from July 1948 through Sep-
tember 1949. 

During a time of tyrannical regime, 
the people of Berlin were left without 
the basic necessities, such as food and 
heat. The first Skymasters delivered 
humanitarian relief to the Berlin peo-
ple, demonstrated our commitment to 
a free Berlin, and brought hope to all of 
Eastern Europe. 

I am in full support of this resolution 
which honors the veterans of the Berlin 
Airlift who lost their lives in the serv-
ice to their country to bring the means 
of survival and sustenance to civilians 
under siege. 

The Berlin Airlift embodied the spir-
it of collaboration, valor, and the good-
will of all mankind. The operation 
stands as a testament of the persever-
ance and commitment to excellence of 
the United States Armed Forces. It is 
only right to honor the brave men and 
women involved in the Berlin Airlift 
who set an example of our faith in the 
power of freedom and goodness to over-
come tyranny. 

House Resolution 398 does this, and it 
honors the men and women of today’s 
Armed Forces who continue to uphold 
the ideals of integrity, compassion, and 
liberty demonstrated by those involved 
in the Berlin Airlift. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Res. 398, a resolution recognizing the 
60th anniversary of the Berlin Airlift’s 
success. 

The Berlin blockade from June 1948 
to May 1949 was one of the first major 
international crises of the Cold War 
and the first such crisis that resulted 
in casualties. During the multinational 
occupation of post-World War II Ger-
many, the Soviet Union blocked the 
Western Allies’ railway and road access 
to the sectors of Berlin under their 
control. Their aim was to force the 
Western powers to allow the Soviet 
zone to start supplying Berlin with 
food and fuel, thereby giving the Sovi-
ets practical control over the entire 
city. 

The Truman administration reacted 
quickly by setting up a continual daily 

airlift that brought much-needed food 
and supplies into the city of West Ber-
lin. This airlift lasted until the end of 
September 1949, even though the Soviet 
Government yielded and lifted the 
blockade itself on May 12, 1949. The 
Berlin Airlift resulted in the total de-
livery of 1,783,573 tons of supplies by 
the United States and 541,937 tons of 
supplies totaling 2,300,000 tons deliv-
ered on 277,569 total flights into Berlin. 

Mr. Speaker, the resolution not only 
details a history of the Berlin Airlift, 
but also provides a list of all the units 
involved in the heroic effort at that 
time. The Berlin Airlift sent a clear 
message to the Soviet Union that the 
United States was unwavering in its re-
solve against tyranny in Europe. 

I would like to thank my colleague, 
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
FORTENBERRY), for introducing this 
legislation, as well as Chairman FILNER 
and Ranking Member BUYER for mov-
ing the bill as quickly as they could 
through the subcommittee and to full 
consideration here on the House floor 
today. 

I urge my colleagues to support H. 
Res. 398. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, sixty 
years ago, the United States, joined by Great 
Britain, Australia, and South Africa embarked 
on a historic operation to sustain and defend 
the vulnerable, entrapped people of Berlin, 
Germany. The Berlin Airlift was a colossal 
strategic mission that inspired strength and 
fortitude in those held captive by then Soviet 
dictator Joseph Stalin’s blockade of the West-
ern-held sectors of Berlin. Today, this Con-
gress honors those responsible for this noble 
feat. 

The Veterans of the Berlin Airlift struck the 
first major blow in the new Cold War, forcing 
Stalin on May 12, 1949, to lift the blockade 
that impoverished Germany’s capitol, thwarting 
the fall of the Iron Curtain over the Western 
strongholds. 

These airmen embodied the highest virtues 
of American air defense, fusing tactical bril-
liance and innovation with goodness and heart 
in one of the greatest humanitarian efforts of 
all time. In providing food, coal, and medical 
supplies to the besieged citizens of West Ber-
lin, our veterans of the ‘‘Greatest Generation’’ 
led a seminal goodwill offensive that alleviated 
the suffering inflicted by a communist regime 
that threatened not only the peace and pros-
perity of Berlin, but the peace and prosperity 
of the world. 

As Col. Gail Halvorsen and his colleagues 
carpeted the streets of Berlin with chocolates 
and candy during Operation Little Vittles, they 
drew the hearts and minds of Berlin’s children 
to notions of goodness and liberty, and away 
from the pervasive communist propaganda 
that sought to turn them against the West. 

As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
Berlin Airlift, let us remember the veterans 
who exemplified our highest ideals of brilliance 
and innovation in air defense, and whose in-
tegrity and dedication to liberty have inspired 
so many vulnerable people throughout the 
world. Their example renews our faith in the 
power of freedom and goodness to prevail 
over tyranny. 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 04:18 Nov 03, 2009 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A02NO7.014 H02NOPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
B

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH12162 November 2, 2009 
As memories of World War II and the Berlin 

Blockade fade with the passing years, I be-
lieve it is even more important to commemo-
rate the spirit of kindness that led our veterans 
to bring hope and joy to the weary and belea-
guered citizens of Berlin. May we honor their 
legacy and follow their example. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to com-
memorate this noble endeavor and to honor 
the memory of those who are surely with us 
in spirit, those who gave the last full measure 
of devotion to a cause greater than them-
selves, a cause that changed the course of 
history for the better. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, so I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I urge my 
colleagues to unanimously support H. 
Res. 398, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 398. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CRUCIAL ROLE 
OF ASSISTANCE DOGS IN HELP-
ING WOUNDED VETERANS 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 291) recognizing the cru-
cial role of assistance dogs in helping 
wounded veterans live more inde-
pendent lives, expressing gratitude to 
The Tower of Hope, and supporting the 
goals and ideals of creating a Tower of 
Hope Day. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 291 

Whereas the brave men and women defend-
ing America’s democracy in Iraq and Afghan-
istan are in harms way; 

Whereas thousands of America’s returning 
veterans were seriously wounded in combat, 
including brain injuries, single and double 
amputations, and other traumatic wounds; 

Whereas these brave soldiers return to the 
United States and spend weeks, months, and 
years in hospitals recovering, and return to 
their homes needing assistance to regain 
their independence; 

Whereas these recovering soldiers who are 
teamed up with assistance dogs lead more 
comfortable and more independent lives; 

Whereas these dogs provide assistance to 
wounded veterans while walking, going up 
and down stairs, and getting up from a sit-
ting or fallen position, and also pick up 
dropped articles, retrieve items from a dis-
tance, pull manual wheelchairs a short dis-
tance, turn lights on and off, and perform 
other important daily tasks; 

Whereas assistance animals offer priceless 
companionship and unconditional love on a 
daily basis; 

Whereas there are fewer than 75 veterans 
from Iraq and Afghanistan who currently 
have assistance dogs because they either 
cannot afford them or do not know about the 
benefits that assistance dogs provide; 

Whereas severely wounded veterans cur-
rently have to wait up to two years before 
they can receive an assistance animal; 

Whereas The Tower of Hope was created 
following the attacks of September 11, 2001, 
to bring hope to wounded veterans by pro-
viding them with assistance dogs at no cost; 
and 

Whereas The Tower of Hope has substan-
tially improved many lives by raising funds 
for the training of assistance dogs, providing 
grants for American combat wounded vet-
erans, and advocating for the benefits of 
these animals: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) acknowledges the importance of assist-
ance dogs in helping combat-wounded vet-
erans live happier and more independent 
lives; 

(2) applauds the outstanding work of The 
Tower of Hope and its dedication to training 
and providing assistance dogs to wounded 
veterans, as well as educating people about 
the benefits of such animals; 

(3) expresses deep gratitude and support to 
volunteers and donors who have made this 
great program possible by generously offer-
ing time and funds; 

(4) encourages the general public to sup-
port wounded veterans by volunteering or 
donating to help train assistance dogs; 

(5) calls for a vigorous promotion of, and 
advocacy for, the benefits of assistance ani-
mals for physicians and the general public; 
and 

(6) supports the goals and ideals of creating 
a Tower of Hope Day in honor of wounded 
American veterans and their service dogs, 
the work of The Tower of Hope, and the 
many generous donors. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
House Resolution 291, a resolution to 
recognize The Tower of Hope and the 
importance of assistance dogs. I truly 
believe the lives of our wounded vet-
erans are enhanced by the role of as-
sistance dogs that help them live more 
independently. The Tower of Hope has 
dedicated their time and effort to raise 
funds to train service dogs, advocate 
for the benefit of such valuable ani-
mals, and award grants to our wounded 
veterans. 

b 1530 

The Tower of Hope is an organization 
that was founded by Ms. Cathy Carilli, 
whose husband, Tom Sinton, died in 
the 9/11 terrorist attack on the World 
Trade Center. As a tribute to the mem-
ory of her husband, The Tower of Hope 
was established and plays a major role 
in helping those seriously wounded in 
the war that almost immediately fol-
lowed the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

Many servicemembers are coming 
home with serious injuries and cur-
rently have to wait up to 2 years before 
they can receive an assistance animal. 
Many cannot afford them or do not 
know about the benefits that assist-
ance dogs provide. House Resolution 
291 would help overcome these barriers 
by bringing more recognition to this 
organization that provides assistance 
dogs at no cost, educates the public 
about the benefits of such animals, and 
brings hope to our wounded heroes. It 
can cost up to $20,000 to train a service 
dog, and I recognize The Tower of Hope 
for providing these valuable animals at 
no cost to our wounded warriors. Their 
work is truly admirable. 

These costs are not covered by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, but by 
national and local organizations and 
generous donors. I am confident that 
this resolution will help promote the 
benefits of assistance dogs and express 
support to all organizations, volun-
teers, and donors that make such pro-
grams possible. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the support of 
House Resolution 291. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 

Res. 291, a resolution recognizing the 
role of assistance dogs in helping 
wounded veterans live more inde-
pendent lives, expressing gratitude to 
The Tower of Hope, and supporting the 
goals and ideals of creating a Tower of 
Hope Day. 

Founded in 2006, The Tower of Hope 
is one of many organizations across the 
Nation providing and training assist-
ance dogs to help individuals with dis-
abilities. Assistance dogs not only pro-
vide a specific service to their han-
dlers, but also greatly enhance their 
lives with a new sense of freedom and 
independence. 

Training an assistance dog is fairly 
expensive. An individual dog trained 
for placement can cost upwards of 
around $25,000 in care and training 
costs, and training takes around 18 
months to complete. 

With so many veterans in need of 
this type of help, it is important for us 
to focus on this need and provide en-
couragement to organizations such as 
The Tower of Hope working toward 
helping these veterans. Individual citi-
zens can check to see if there is an or-
ganization in their State providing 
training to assistance dogs and wheth-
er these dogs are being provided to 
servicemembers by checking the As-
sistance Dogs International North 
America Web site. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
my colleague, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, 
for introducing this legislation and 
bringing to our attention the impor-
tance of these service dogs to our 
wounded warriors. I would also like to 
thank Chairman FILNER and Ranking 
Member BUYER for moving the bill so 
quickly to the floor for consideration. 

I urge all my colleagues to support H. 
Res. 291. 
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