
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 111th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H12047 

Vol. 155 WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2009 No. 159 

House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
October 29, 2009. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONNA F. 
EDWARDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Ever loving and attentive Lord, You 
speak and the Word finds a place in the 
hearts of Your servants. 

May Your people dream new and pow-
erful dreams not built on futile hope 
but on solid experience and faith. 

Provide us with dreams that will 
take us beyond present problems and 
anxieties to great solutions that will 
shape the future. 

Free us from fear that inhibits our 
belief in our own capabilities and in 
Your promises. Give us wisdom to ac-
cept our limitations and humbly lay 
the work of our minds and our hands 
before You. 

Your Providence, Lord, Your Provi-
dence alone, guides this Nation. And so 
once more we say as Your people: ‘‘In 
God we trust.’’ Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 10 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

THE CURRENT HEALTH CARE RE-
FORM PLAN: IF THIS IS THE 
BEST WE CAN DO, THEN OUR 
BEST ISN’T GOOD ENOUGH 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Is this the best we 
can do: mandating private insurance, 
forcing people to buy private insurance 
policies or pay a penalty, guaranteeing 
at least $50 billion in new business for 
the insurance companies? 

Is this the best we can do: govern-
ment negotiates rates which will drive 
up insurance costs, but the government 
won’t negotiate with the pharma-
ceutical companies which will drive up 
pharmaceutical costs? 

Is this the best we can do: only 3 per-
cent of Americans will go to a new pub-
lic plan while currently 33 percent of 
Americans are either uninsured or 
underinsured? 

Is this the best we can do: elimi-
nating the State single-payer option 
while forcing most people to have to 
buy private insurance? 

If this is the best we can do, then our 
best isn’t good enough and we have to 

ask some hard questions about our po-
litical system, such as: Health care or 
insurance care? Government of the peo-
ple or government by the corporations? 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RYAN 
MURPHY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, in Congress, there is a 
normal shuffling of positions. Today, it 
is with mixed emotions that I an-
nounce the departure of Ryan Murphy. 

For the past 2 years, Ryan has done 
a professional job while serving as 
communications director for the Sec-
ond Congressional District under very 
extraordinary circumstances. Ryan has 
handled his position with profes-
sionalism, grace, and integrity. His 
dedication and work ethic will be dif-
ficult to replace. 

Ryan began his career as a staff 
member of Congressman TOM PRICE. He 
will continue his service on Monday as 
the minority press secretary for the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

I especially appreciate Ryan as a fel-
low graduate of Washington and Lee 
University and Sigma Nu. Ryan is the 
son of Mike and Chris Murphy of At-
lanta and Hilton Head. He is a credit to 
the people of South Carolina and Geor-
gia. I wish him Godspeed. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Welcome, Boeing, to South Carolina. 
We are grateful for the new jobs in the 
tradition of Michelin and BMW. 

f 

SALUTING THE VERMONT 
NATIONAL GUARD 

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 
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Mr. WELCH. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today to salute the brave men and 
women of the Vermont National Guard, 
who will soon begin a year of service to 
our country in the rugged mountains 
and forbidding deserts of Afghanistan. 

Tomorrow morning at Camp Johnson 
in Colchester, Vermonters will salute 
the first 35 Guardsmen and -women to 
leave the Green Mountain State and re-
port for training at Fort Polk, Lou-
isiana. They’ll be followed shortly 
thereafter by all of the 1,400 
Vermonters whose deployment will 
constitute the largest since World War 
II. 

As we Vermonters bid a temporary 
farewell to our finest, their families 
and our communities will prepare to 
face the hardship of their absence. Yet 
our State can and will take pride in 
knowing that our loved ones and our 
friends and our neighbors who are de-
voting themselves to the service of our 
State and to all of the United States of 
America go with our support. 

We stand proud to know that, as in 
every war since the Revolution, the 
Green Mountain Boys are serving our 
State and our country with strength, 
bravery, and honor. 

We salute and look forward to your 
safe return. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SISTER TO SISTER 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I am pleased to recognize a wonder-
ful foundation, Sister to Sister, and its 
Miami Community Council. 

Sister to Sister works year-round to 
bring heart awareness to thousands of 
women in south Florida. Its members 
educate women on the dangers of heart 
disease, which is the leading cause of 
death among women. 

Sister to Sister will host its Miami 
Executive Women’s Breakfast on No-
vember 18 in Key Biscayne, in my con-
gressional district, to stimulate inter-
est in the many women’s heart health 
fairs throughout the years. These heart 
health fairs include free heart 
screenings as well as great information 
on preventing heart disease. 

Sister to Sister’s heart health fairs 
have been held in more than 20 cities, 
and more than 80,000 women have been 
screened. 

I commend our local Sister to Sister 
organization for its hard work and 
compassion in the fight against heart 
disease and encourage all south Florida 
women to attend one of their heart 
health fairs. 

Heart disease is a serious issue, and 
we can promote early detection and 
treatment. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
FORMER BORDER PATROL CHIEF 
GUSTAVO DE LA VINA 
(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia asked and was given permission 

to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, on October 26 
of this year, this country lost a great 
public servant and defender of its bor-
ders, former Border Patrol Chief Gus-
tavo De La Vina. 

Known as ‘‘the Chief’’ to the people 
that he worked with, Chief De La Vina 
passed away this Monday while on as-
signment in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

He was born and raised in Edinburg, 
Texas. He lived on the border and 
worked on the border all of his life. En-
tering the Border Patrol as an agent in 
1970, he rose through the ranks and 27 
years later was appointed our Chief of 
the Border Patrol. This was in 1997. 
And upon his retirement in 2004, we 
called upon the Chief again to serve, 
and he became an adviser to the Inter-
national Criminal Investigative Train-
ing Assistance Program within the De-
partment of Justice. 

My condolences go to his family and 
to the men and women who had the 
honor to serve with him in the uniform 
of green, who served with him for the 
last 34 years. 

Gus, we will miss you. 
f 

HEALTH CARE BILL— 
CONSTITUTIONAL? 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
the universal health care bill forces 
businesses and individuals to purchase 
health insurance. It raises at least two 
constitutional issues. 

The Constitution doesn’t give the 
Federal Government direct authority 
to compel the purchase of health insur-
ance. So the Supreme Court would once 
again have to come in and by judicial 
edict give government the intrusive 
power to do what it obviously cannot 
do now: stretch the meaning of the 
Commerce Clause. 

Can the Federal Government force 
people to buy health insurance whether 
they can afford it or not? Can the Fed-
eral Government then impose a crimi-
nal fine on them under the guise of 
calling it a tax if they fail to buy the 
insurance? 

Then what happens if the citizen 
doesn’t pay the fine? Do they go to jail 
without the benefit of trial by jury? Do 
they lose their right to confront wit-
nesses and have a lawyer? 

Congress’s forcing mandatory health 
insurance on Americans and then im-
posing criminal sanctions without due 
process is a violation of the Constitu-
tion. This action would shock the 
Framers of our Constitution. 

These serious constitutional issues 
cannot be ignored in the haste to have 
the government take over America’s 
health. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

STOP-LOSS PAYMENTS 
(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today with good news for our 
honorable servicemembers and their 
families in Florida and around our 
country. 

Last week, the Defense Department 
announced that it will provide retro-
active payments to servicemembers 
who had their enlistment extended or 
retirement suspended under the pro-
gram known as Stop-Loss. 

While our men and women never 
hesitate to serve when asked, Stop- 
Loss kept them away from their fami-
lies for months or years longer than 
planned. That is why I’m so pleased 
that servicemembers will receive an 
extra $500 for every month or part of a 
month they served under the Stop-Loss 
program. These payments are a small 
token of gratitude we feel toward the 
men and women of our military. 

I look forward to working with all of 
our colleagues as we continue to ensure 
that our servicemembers have access 
to the full range of benefits they have 
earned. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM CONSTITUENTS: 
LESS SPENDING, LESS BOR-
ROWING, AND LESS GOVERN-
MENT 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, as I travel across Kansas, one 
common theme I hear from folks is 
their frustration with the amount of 
spending taking place in Washington. 
Rightfully so, millions of Americans 
are standing up to their elected offi-
cials and saying ‘‘enough is enough.’’ 
Our national debt is closing in on $12 
trillion, almost $39,000 owed by each 
man, woman, and child in the United 
States. 

I applaud the millions of Americans 
who have chosen to exercise their con-
stitutional right to free speech and 
have taken part in the TEA party pro-
tests. I am a sponsor of House Resolu-
tion 870, which expresses the apprecia-
tion of the House of Representatives 
for those who participated in the Tax-
payer March on September 12, 2009, in 
Washington, D.C. 

Congress has been issuing checks 
that our Nation can no longer afford, 
and I applaud the participants for send-
ing a clear message: It’s time for Wash-
ington to change its ways. Less spend-
ing, less borrowing, and less govern-
ment. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT NICKOLAS 
MUELLER 

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, it is 
with profound sadness that we com-
memorate the death of a Wisconsin na-
tive son, 26-year-old Sergeant Nickolas 
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