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about 35 years. And yet, Barrett says,
the biggest battle he faces is not the
battle with the disease. The biggest
battle that Barrett faces is his battle
with the diseased health insurance sys-
tem.

Barrett has no complications due to
his diabetes, yet every year his insur-
ance plan finds new and creative ways
to increase his premiums with, of
course, no benefits to him. For the last
7 years, Barrett used a product called
Lantus insulin to survive, but his in-
surance company hasn’t added it to its
formulary. His insurance company
states that it is not necessary to his
overall health. Well, the reality is, says
Barrett, ““if I don’t take it, I die.” It
sounds necessary to me.

Plain and simple, Barrett shared
with me, insurance companies make
more money from nonformulary drugs.
Substantially more. The insurance
companies and drug companies are
turning huge profits. These two con-
glomerates understand there is a lot of
money to be made.

“Let’s face it,” Barrett says, ‘‘the
health insurance industry has become
nothing more than legalized extor-
tion.”

You know, there are millions of
Americans like Barrett; Americans
who, because of a preexisting condi-
tion, through no fault of their own, any
of us could be born with or develop dia-
betes, anybody could develop cancer. I
had a friend with a healthy lifestyle,
worked out and biked a lot, 41 years
old, had a heart attack. You know, it
can happen. That is going to be a pre-
existing condition for the rest of his
life.

Too many Americans bear the scarlet
letter of preexisting conditions, like
my friend Barrett.

In health care reform, we ban pricing
discrimination and exclusions based on
preexisting conditions, one.

Two, we empower consumers with
choice through an exchange, forcing in-
surance companies, in some markets
for the first time ever, to have real
competition with one another, includ-
ing a public option.

Three, we provide affordability cred-
its to help middle class families afford
health care.

Barrett asked, ‘“What is the cost of
my health to my wife and daughters?”’
Barrett says, ‘I would say it is worth
more than the annual bonuses the ex-
ecutives get on top of their six-figure
salaries.”

Well, I agree with my friend Barrett.
The life of Barrett, the health and fi-
nancial security of his wife and family,
the health and financial security of
tens of millions of American families is
worth more than the bonuses that in-
surance executives get.

I call upon my colleagues to support
the Barretts of the world in your dis-
trict and join me in supporting health
care reform.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, as we discuss health
care in this body, and we have had a
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good and healthy and extensive debate
on health care over the last 6 months,
and we will continue to over the next
month or two, I think it is important
to remember the human face; the face
of our constituents who put us here to
represent them; the face of a family
whose 11-year old boy broke his wrist
skating and didn’t want to tell his
mother because he knew it would bring
tears to her eyes because of the finan-
cial ruin it could cause the family; the
story of somebody who is a breast can-
cer survivor who can’t get coverage be-
cause of a preexisting condition.

This is the face of health care in
America today. And we can do better,
and we will do better, and I call upon
my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to say, enough is enough.
Let’s make a health care system that
we can be proud of, that makes Amer-
ican families stronger, and promotes
our economic growth and our financial
health.

————

SUPPORT FREEDOM AND
DEMOCRACY IN HONDURAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, it is no secret
that there are many challenges to de-
mocracy in our hemisphere. There are
a number of anti-democratic regimes
within our hemisphere that are doing
everything they can to expand their in-
fluence, to expand their anti-American,
anti-democratic, anti-freedom agenda
across the hemisphere. But tonight I
want to speak about a little country in
Central America that is fighting a he-
roic battle to stop that trend, to keep
their democracy alive, to keep their
freedoms, their rule of law, their elec-
toral process intact, and that is Hon-
duras.

The people of Honduras, Madam
Speaker, have for decades had a demo-
cratic process. It has been a process
that, frankly, has been a model for
many around the world. They have
great established democratic institu-
tions. They have had presidential and
other elections on regular cycles. And
that took place again in November of
2005 when a new President was elected.
Mr. Manuel Zelaya was elected.

What happened though, unfortu-
nately, Madam Speaker, is that presi-
dent then started going in the same di-
rection as other authoritarian regimes
had gone, like Mr. Chavez in Ven-
ezuela.
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And he started violating the Con-
stitution. He started violating the rule
of law, not to mention obviously, other
things like massive corruption and
theft and allegations of ties with the
narco—with drug trafficking. But
again, he also was violating the Con-
stitution.
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On March 23, 2009, right almost at the
end of this man’s term, he then started
an illegal effort to try to change the
Constitution so that he could stay in
power, remain as President after his
term had expired. Now, it’s very inter-
esting, we need to understand some-
thing, that because Honduras had had
dictatorships in the past, their Con-
stitution, which is revered by the peo-
ple there, was very clear that you
could not do that. You could only serve
one term as President and that’s it for
life. You could not do it again. Article
IV of that Constitution states very
clearly that a President’s term may
never—is one term, and that that part
of the Constitution can never be
amended. In other words, a President
cannot try to stay on after his term.

March 25, the Office of the Public
Prosecutor, as again I mentioned, be-
cause President Zelaya tried to start
the process so that he could remain in
power, the Office of the Public Pros-
ecutor begins investigating what Presi-
dent Zelaya is doing, focusing on the
legality or the possible illegality of
that proposed referendum to change
the Constitution.

May 2009, because President Zelaya’s
actions were a clear violation of the
Constitution, the Attorney General
also petitioned the Administrative Law
Tribunal to annul, to stop this illegal
process that President Zelaya was try-
ing to do, a referendum again so that
he could keep himself in power.

May 11, 2009, the Office of the Public
Prosecutor publicly states that the ref-
erendum violates the Constitution. On
May 12, 2009, the Administrative Law
Tribunal issues a temporary injunc-
tion, prohibiting this referendum that
President Zelaya is trying to do to
keep himself in power from taking
place.

May 27, 2009, the Administrative Law
Tribunal rules that the referendum vio-
lates the Constitution and orders sus-
pension of all acts in its support. May
28, 2009, despite the referendum already
having been declared illegal by the Ad-
ministrative Law Tribunal, then Presi-
dent Zelaya continues to advocate for
that referendum so that he can stay in
power.

On May 29, 2009, the Administrative
Law Tribunal clarifies its previous May
27 ruling, explaining that any and all
acts that would lead to any vote or poll
similar to the referendum that Presi-
dent Zelaya was trying to put forward
is a violation of the Constitution.

On June 9, 2009, the appellate court,
now, of the Administrative Law Tri-
bunal unanimously, unanimously rules
that Zelaya’s actions violate the Con-
stitution. I think you’re starting to see
a pattern here; that there is a broad
consensus in the courts and everywhere
that what Mr. Zelaya’s trying to do to
keep himself in power is in violation of
their country’s Constitution.

June 19, 2009, the Honduran appeals
court orders the Honduran Armed
Forces to not provide any support for
this proposed referendum that the
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President was trying to do to keep
himself in power.

June 24, 2009, Zelaya orders the chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
the Secretary of Defense to violate the
constitution and to carry out the ref-
erendum, which again has already been
ruled unconstitutional. You know, why
would he ask the Armed Forces to do
that? Because under article 272 of that
country’s Constitution, it states that
the Armed Forces is the one that car-
ries out the elections and helps in the
election. But the Armed Forces says,
No, Mr. President, we’re not going to
violate the Constitution and the court
rulings.

So when the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the Secretary of De-
fense refuses to carry out the illegal
orders of the President to violate the
Constitution, what does President
Zelaya do? He fires them both. On June
25, 2009, the Office of the Public Pros-
ecutor files a motion with the Hon-
duran Supreme Court of Justice to re-
instate the Joint Chiefs of Staff chair-
man, Mr. Velazquez.

June 25, same day, the Honduran Su-
preme Court of Justice now unani-
mously rules that Zelaya’s dismissal of
General Velazquez is another violation
of the Constitution. Again, this con-
stitutes one of multiple violations of
the Constitution by President Zelaya,
and he’s trying to do all this so that he
can stay in power, despite the Con-
stitution.

Now, since this referendum that
President Zelaya continues to try to do
had been ruled illegal and they can’t
print the ballots, what does President
Zelaya do? He has ballots printed in
Venezuela by Hugo Chavez. Everybody
in our country knows who Hugo Chavez
is. Those ballots are then flown into
the country to try to go ahead with
this illegal referendum to change the
Constitution, I repeat, so that Mr.
Zelaya can stay in power.

Well, June 25, 2009, the Honduran Su-
preme Electoral Tribunal declares that
the referendum violates the Constitu-
tion, once again, and orders that the
Armed Forces take custody of those il-
legal ballots printed in Hugo Chavez’s
Venezuela. The same day, June 25, the
Office of the Public Prosecutor files a
criminal complaint against President
Zelaya for treason, abuse of authority,
and usurpation of power.

June 26, 2009, Zelaya makes public a
secret executive order rescinding his
original intent referendum, replacing
it with another one, and basically,
again, continuing to go forward to try
to change the Constitution so that he
can stay in power and stay in power as
President. I don’t know for how long he
had the intention of staying in power.

June 27, Zelaya then leads a mob of
supporters because, remember, the
Armed Forces had held these illegal
ballots. Well, he then leads a mob in
violation of court orders of the Su-
preme Court, et cetera, and he breaks
into where those ballots had been held
by the military, a military base, and he
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takes them out with the intention of
starting to distribute them, despite the
fact that there had been multiple court
rulings saying that they’re illegal.

Well, then, June 28, 2009, the Hon-
duran Supreme Court of Justice issues
an arrest warrant for President Zelaya
and orders the Armed Forces, orders
the Armed Forces to arrest him. Re-
member, this is a court order by the
Honduran Supreme Court of Justice or-
dering the military, and I mentioned
before that the military are the ones in
their Constitution who are responsible
to enforce that. They order the mili-
tary to go ahead and arrest him. So,
yes, the Armed Forces carry out those
orders. Now, June 28, the legislature,
the Congress of that country votes 124—
4 also to remove President Zelaya be-
cause of his violation, multiple viola-
tions of the Constitution.

June 28, 2009, a special congressional
commission issued a report on Zelaya’s
action, a special congressional commis-
sion, and based on this report the Con-
gress votes 1244 to remove Zelaya and
replace him with the person who, in
their Constitution, was next in line.
And that was, who was available was
the Speaker of the House, Mr.
Micheletti. He becomes the President.

June 28, the Armed Forces, as a de-
fender of the Constitution, decides that
instead of imprisoning Mr. Zelaya as
they had been told to do, following
those court orders, instead of impris-
oning him, what they do is they put
him on an airplane and they send him
to neighboring Costa Rica.

Now, that is what has happened. The
democratic process continues in Hon-
duras. The elections that were con-
vened before this whole issue and this
whole crisis started, those have contin-
ued to go forward. So here’s the good
news, that despite that challenge, the
Honduran people, the democratic insti-
tutions, that democratic country is
going forward with their elections.
Those elections are going to be taking
place the 29th of November. And obvi-
ously, we here in the United States and
the world should be applauding, ap-
plauding that heroic people, the way
that they’re following their Constitu-
tion, they’re preserving their institu-
tions, they’re preserving the rule of
law, their freedom and their democ-
racy. But, unfortunately, Madam
Speaker, that’s not the case.

Because of the pressure of individuals
like the Castro dictatorship and Hugo
Chavez, unfortunately, even the United
States is now saying that the Hon-
duran people should not have elections,
that they don’t deserve those elections,
that they should not go forward with
those elections.
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Now, Madam Speaker, think of the
sacrifice of the American people, par-
ticularly our men and women in uni-
form who have done so much and sac-
rificed so much so that people around
the world can have elections.

And here we have a neighboring
country, an ally of the United States,
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who is about to have elections, who is
about to fulfill their people’s dreams.
They’re going to have presidential
elections, municipal elections, and con-
gressional elections. Are we cele-
brating it? Are we encouraging them?
Are we helping them? No. We’re trying
to stop them. We’'re trying to impose a
dictatorship, and we’re trying to stop
them. How unfortunate and how short-
sighted, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, I am joined today
by a number of individuals that I have
the highest admiration and respect for.

I would like to first recognize Mr.
RoOsSKAM from the State of Illinois. Mr.
ROSKAM has been looking at this issue,
has been analyzing this issue, speaking
up on this issue. And it is a privilege to
recognize him for 3 minutes.

Ms. ROSKAM. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, a couple of weeks
ago I was out with a group of Members
in Congress and my BlackBerry went
off. And I read my BlackBerry, and
there it was: it was a message, and it
said that Senator DEMINT was going to
be going to Honduras and the Senator
from South Carolina was making that
journey available to other Members of
Congress who had a desire to go. And I
made the decision, I said, Hey, I want
to go down to see what’s going on
there, to see with my own eyes what’s
happening in Honduras.

I was joined by the gentleman from
Illinois, Representative SCHOCK; the
gentleman from Colorado, Representa-
tive LAMBORN. And the four of us went
down on what’s called a congressional
delegation.

In we flew. It was a 1l-day trip, a
short trip. In we flew, and we landed in
Honduras. And what a great privilege
to meet with those people.

Let me tell you a little bit about
that trip, Madam Speaker.

We met with President Micheletti
and his leadership team. We met with
the Honduran Supreme Court. We met
with the leading presidential can-
didates who are running for office in
the races that the gentleman from
Florida mentioned that is going to con-
vene on November 29 of this year. We
met with the independent election
commission, and we met with members
of civil society, in other words, those
people who are participants in the cul-
ture and economy and religious life of
Honduras, including Americans who
have lived down there, Madam Speak-
er, for as long as 25 years.

And as the four of us gathered and
listened and asked questions of these
folks who represented the leadership
and a wide range of perspectives across
Honduras, there is one word that comes
to mind that was universal in how they
were perceiving the United States of
America. And that single word was
“bewilderment.”’

They were bewildered because, from
their perspective, they had been color-
ing within the lines. From their per-
spective, they look to the north at this
Nation that they admire, this Nation
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that they have a relationship with, this
Nation that they look to, and yet this
Nation was looking at them askance.

Now, think about that. This is a Na-
tion, the United States of America,
that is willing to enter into conversa-
tions directly or indirectly with
Ahmadinejad of Iran; we’re willing to
enter into conversations directly or in-
directly with the Castro brothers of
Cuba; but we are not willing to be in a
conversation with this group, this
long-time ally, the country of Hon-
duras.

Let me tell you where it breaks down
from my perspective. We met with
President Micheletti, and all of us who
are Members of Congress and members
of the general public, we’ve all been in
meetings that have been highly manip-
ulated and we know when there’s a
hustle going on, and you can Kkind of
feel it. You know when it’s scripted,
when somebody is saying, Oh, you say
this and you say this and you say this.

But I am telling you, in this meeting,
there was a great deal of spontaneity.
And that was true of all of these meet-
ings, Madam Speaker, all five of these
meetings that I just described, they
were spontaneous.

And in the course of the meetings,
President Micheletti admitted two
mistakes. He was very transparent. He
said, Look, we didn’t have the author-
ity to remove President Zelaya from
the country. We didn’t have the au-
thority to do it. It was a mistake.

Now, he was charging the military
base and so forth, but President
Micheletti acknowledged that they
didn’t have the authority to do it.

He also said they didn’t have the au-
thority to shut down two television
stations. They were small stations.
They were broadcasting insurrection.
We didn’t have the authority to shut
them down. It was a mistake. We re-
gret it. We are moving to open them
up, and so forth.

But I cannot even begin to convey to
you the sense of bewilderment, Madam
Speaker, that the Hondurans ex-
pressed.

Here we are, Members of the United
States Congress, and we’re seated with
the Honduran Supreme Court. And I
am thinking to myself, frankly, who
am I or who are we to pass judgment
on the Honduran Supreme Court on
how they’re interpreting their own
Constitution, right?

But they say to us, Look—and they
made it very, very clear—we issued the
order that the military followed. The
military didn’t tell us what to do. We,
a civilian supreme court, issued the
order and told them what to do. And I
think that that’s pivotal.

When I was down there with Rep-
resentative SCHOCK, who’s joining us
tonight, and others, it was clear to me
there’s more police officers, Madam
Speaker, around the United States
Capitol tonight than there are around
the presidential palace around Hon-
duras. So the characterization of this
as a military coup is casting it, frank-
ly, in a false light.
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So all kinds of drama going back in
the past, all kinds of situations as you
look back in the past. Some mistakes,
some not mistakes, some things char-
acterized a certain way, some things
not characterized a certain way.

Where do we go from here? We go to
November 29.

Now we, as a country, historically,
have looked to elections of a free peo-
ple as the remedy moving forward. We
have historically said, notwithstanding
the background of a nation, if there is
a free, fair, and open election, we are
going to recognize and acknowledge
the government that is subsequent to
that.

And I wholeheartedly believe and I
wholeheartedly hope that the Obama
administration, Secretary Clinton will
lay out a parameter by which the Hon-
duran Government can satisfy the ad-
ministration that they’re going to
move forward. In other words, if the
Honduran people make a decision on
November 29—and let’s remember,
President Zelaya, former President, is
not going to be on the ballot; President
Micheletti, who is currently in office
for this collapsing duration of time, is
not going to be on the ballot. It’s sev-
eral other individuals who campaigned,
got their nominations. They’re on the
ballot for their parties. Those are the
individuals who are campaigning for
office. And when we met with those in-
dividuals, not a one of them had a sus-
picion that there was anything that
was untoward in this upcoming elec-
tion. They all felt it was going to be
pure as the wind-driven snow.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. ROSKAM. Yes, I will.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. You just mentioned the election
that’s going on. It is accurate to say, is
it not, that that’s a process that’s been
going on for about a year? And those
candidates that you met with are the
same candidates that have been in this
process that were elected in open pri-
mary elections to represent their re-
spective parties. So that has not
changed. There is no change there.
That process is the same, clean, clear
democratic process that has been going
on way before any of this controversy
has been going on, and they’re the
same candidates, are they not?

Mr. ROSKAM. Reclaiming my time,
they are exactly the same candidates,
absolutely.

And when Representative SCHOCK and
I met with the individuals who are
those that are in charge of admin-
istering the elections, frankly, they
made it very clear to us they were not
happy to meet with us at the place
where we had to meet. They felt like
we shouldn’t—they shouldn’t be there
in the presidential palace.

But they were humoring—they were
accommodating us and being very gra-
cious to us, but they made it very clear
that they weren’t happy to meet with
us there. Why? Because their job is to
ensure the integrity of the ballot.
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So here’s where we go. So we’re look-
ing at November 29, the Honduran peo-
ple are going to make a decision.
They’re going to choose one of these
nominees who has been nominated by
their party, and the United States Gov-
ernment then is going to have a deci-
sion to make.
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I think it is wise. I think it drives to-
ward stability. I think it drives toward
prosperity and toward a really good,
solid foundation for us, for the Amer-
ican people, to recognize the legiti-
mately elected officials of that govern-
ment that the Honduran people, them-
selves, choose on November 29.

I think it would be a devastating
mistake if we were to 1look the
Hondurans in the eye and say, You
know, we really don’t care who you
choose. We’re going to manipulate, and
we’re going to decide who your next
president is going to be. Heaven help us
if we go that route when we’re a nation
that historically has stood up and has
said that we’re going to stand for free,
open and fair elections.

I'm the first to say—and I think you
are, too, Mr. DIAZ-BALART—that if
there were any nonsense to go on in an
election, you would be the first one to
jump in; but there has been no indica-
tion whatsoever, none, even from the
presidential candidates who are cur-
rently running nor from the conversa-
tions that Representative SCHOCK and I
had and that I know you had with oth-
ers when you went with Ms. ILEANA
ROS-LEHTINEN and others down to Hon-
duras. So I think it is incumbent upon
us to stand up, to stand with the Hon-
duran people, to stand alongside them
in this time of real turmoil.

In closing, I just want to make one
observation. In the meeting that we
had, the United States has, I think, un-
fortunately, cut off very pivotal aid
right now to the country of Honduras.
Yet, as one of the Honduran individuals
said to me, You know, we can endure
the lack of aid, but what good is aid to
us if we give up our country?

I think, Madam Speaker, that is a
good watchword, one upon which we
need to rest our foreign policy, and I
would encourage the Obama adminis-
tration to take that to heart.

With that, I yield back to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. I want to thank the gentleman.

The gentleman mentioned bewilder-
ment and that the Honduran people
are, frankly, in awe, wondering what is
going on. All they want to do is to con-
tinue to have their democratic proc-
ess—to have their elections that were
prescheduled.

A person who asked that question
and who tried to get some real answers
is an individual you already met and
who went with you to Honduras. He is
a person who is, obviously, dedicated,
who is young, but who has led a very
productive life in public service. So I
would like to recognize the other gen-
tleman from your State, who was also
down there with you—Mr. SCHOCK.
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It’s interesting. I know you had some
of the same questions. I guess you
asked the Library of Congress to look
into it, right?

Mr. SCHOCK. Correct. Thank you,
Mr. DIAZ-BALART.

Look, shortly after I was born, which
was in the 1980s, much of Latin Amer-
ica and Central America was struggling
with the issue of democracy. Through
much of that decade, it was the goal of
the administration and the goal of this
country to promote and to transition
to democracies in that region. So,
through much of my life, I have
watched these countries continue to
grow, to continue to strengthen their
relationships with the United States,
to continue to be friends and allies to
the United States. That was my under-
standing of that region of the country.

Now, I’'m not an attorney. I'm not a
constitutional law expert. I certainly
do not know the Honduran Constitu-
tion chapter and verse. So when the
events took place on June 28 and when
our State Department and this admin-
istration quickly said, Well, this was a
coup d’etat and that what occurred
there was wrong and that what oc-
curred there was a violation of their
Constitution, and when they began de-
manding that the Honduran people and
the government there turn back on the
decisions they had made, I didn’t know
what to think. Before jumping to con-
clusions, before getting on board with
our State Department’s position or op-
posing our State Department’s posi-
tion, I enlisted the support of the many
resources that we have as elected Mem-
bers of Congress, namely, the Congres-
sional Research Service.

In July, I wrote to the Congressional
Research Service, and I asked them to
look into the events that had occurred
in Honduras. I asked them to look at
the Honduran Constitution and to tell
me chapter and verse whether or not
what occurred there in Honduras was,
in fact, in keeping with Honduran law
or whether or not it was a violation of
their Constitution.

The Congressional Research Service
then reached out to the law library—to
the Library of Congress—and I pa-
tiently waited for over 2 months for
them to generate this report. In Sep-
tember, they provided this report on
Honduras and on the constitutional
law issues that we had raised about
this situation. They did a very thor-
ough analysis, and they went through,
basically, chapter and verse of the Hon-
duran Constitution and on what had
occurred in Honduras.

Basically, they came to the conclu-
sion that what had occurred there was
in keeping with the Honduran Con-
stitution, that the Congress and the
Supreme Court have the authority to
hold their elected representatives ac-
countable, that they have the author-
ity to vote and to take action when
they believe that the leaders of their
country are dilatory in their duties and
to ask that they be removed.

However, the report also found that
the expulsion of Mr. Zelaya from the
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country was a violation of their Con-
stitution, and they cited the portion of
the Constitution that clearly says,
even if you violate Honduran law, you
are to be prosecuted, and you can be
imprisoned, but you cannot be expelled
from the country.

Now, it’s pretty clear to me what was
legal and what wasn’t legal. In step-
ping back and in looking at the current
State Department’s position, I kind of
scratched my head, and wondered,
Well, where is their justification?
Where is their chapter and verse?
Where is their black-and-white outline
of justifying their position which says
that what occurred there was not
legal? Other than to say, well, we don’t
like what happened, that we don’t like
the tone, that we don’t like the prece-
dent, and that we don’t like the way it
looks, I haven’t seen a counterpoint. I
haven’t seen a counter report from the
State Department that has gone
through chapter and verse and has
given a legal opinion on why this was a
violation of the Honduran Constitu-
tion.

Furthermore, we can all have a de-
bate here tonight about what should
happen with those issues which we all
agree should not have occurred, name-
ly, the expulsion of Mr. Zelaya from
the country, but what I want to say is
this:

First of all, we as a country must up-
hold the rule of law, and we as a coun-
try must respect other countries’ con-
stitutions. Whether they’re the way we
would write the constitutions or
whether we like the way the constitu-
tions are written really is irrelevant.
The fact of the matter is, for us to sug-
gest otherwise—for us to suggest, well,
your constitution has to look like our
Constitution, and your process has to
look like our process—really is giving
us the symbol of the ugly American, if
you will, in the world, that somehow
we believe everyone should look like
the United States of America in all of
our forms, including in our Constitu-
tion. What is important, however, is
that the constitution is written by the
local citizens, that it is respected and
that the rule of law is upheld.

I have to think back to just a year
ago at about this time. Prior to my
being in Congress, I was in the state-
house in Illinois. In December of last
year, our legislature, of which I was a
member, started a process according to
our constitution in the State of Illinois
to remove our duly elected leader—our
Governor. Now, our Governor had not
been convicted of any crime. He had
not been indicted for any crime. He had
not been brought to trial for any
crime, but our constitution -clearly
said, in the State of Illinois, when a
majority of the legislature deems that
the Governor is dilatory in his duties,
it can have him removed, and our legis-
lature followed that constitution, and
had him removed.

I'm going to tell you right now that
not everybody in the State of Illinois
agreed. Certainly, not everyone in this
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country agreed with removing a sitting
officeholder from office, namely, a
Governor, prior to a conviction. How-
ever, it was allowed for in the constitu-
tion. You saw no one in the Federal
Government, certainly not our Presi-
dent of this United States, who hap-
pens to come from Illinois, call out and
say that this would somehow fly in the
face of democracy or that some great
injustice had occurred.

A few years earlier, in the same dec-
ade, the citizens of California decided
that their Governor was dilatory in his
duties and that their Governor, who
was duly elected, who had not been
convicted of any crime, and who had
not gone to trial for any malfeasance,
should be removed from office. How-
ever, their constitution required that
his removal be done by a different proc-
ess—through voter referendum and
through a recall provision.

Now, the reason I point this out is
that we have 50 States in the Union,
and every State has a different con-
stitution. Every State has a different
process. Each process is different, and
each process is unique. What is impor-
tant is not that each process is the
same but that the rule of law is upheld.

I would argue, Madam Speaker, that
the same is true in Honduras. The Hon-
duran people have a different Constitu-
tion. However, based on the findings of
this law review and based on the find-
ings of many legal experts, what oc-
curred there up until the point of Mr.
Zelaya’s expulsion was in keeping with
the Honduran Constitution.

What is important in moving forward
is not necessarily whether or not Mr.
Zelaya is held in the Brazilian Em-
bassy or whether he is brought to trial
or whether he gets amnesty or what-
ever. What is important is that we con-
tinue to promote democracy and that
we continue to promote free and fair
elections around the world, specifically
in Honduras.

I can’t help but think that, as we
start to celebrate the elections that
are upcoming in Afghanistan, which
will take place in less than 2 weeks and
where men and women from our Armed
Forces have fought and died, much the
similar in Iraq, we would look to a
friend of the United States for over 30
years, a democracy in Central America,
and say to them, You know what? Be-
cause of this issue with the removal of
your president, we’re not going to up-
hold democracy in your country. We’re
not going to seek free and fair elec-
tions in your country.
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It seems preposterous, and so I real-
ly, tonight, am asking the State De-
partment, show us your plan. What is
the end game for Honduras? What is
the end game for democracy in that re-
gion?

My friends who join me here tonight,
we only see one solution to continuing
to promote democracy in that region,
and it’s free and fair and open elections
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in Honduras. Six candidates were nomi-
nated by their parties in May. Six can-
didates have campaigned for this posi-
tion for nearly a year, and six can-
didates will be the options for the Hon-
duran people to vote on on November
29.

Whomever the Honduran people vote
for, the candidates for office we met
with made it very clear they will sup-
port the outcome of the election. The
interim President Micheletti made it
very clear upon those elections he
looks forward to surrendering the
power to the incoming President and
going back to his duties in the Con-
gress.

The end of the game that I see is we
need to be pushing for free and fair
elections. We need to be pushing for
the rule of law and democracy in Hon-
duras and making sure that the will of
the Honduran people is respected on
November 29. We, as the United States
of America, promoters of freedom
around the world, send election observ-
ers, send the resources and the support
necessary to ensure that free and fair
elections occur on November 29 in Hon-
duras.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. I think you were very clear in il-
lustrating exactly what did take place.
You mentioned what is the end game,
what is the solution? What is it that we
should all strive for? It’s elections.
That solves the issue. Those elections
are going to take place on November
29. That is a solution we should be ap-
plauding. We should be supporting
those elections. Unfortunately, this ad-
ministration is trying to do everything
in its power to try to stop those elec-
tions from taking place.

Now, frankly, one of the people I
most admire in this process who has
done so much to help push for elec-
tions, particularly where they have not
been able to do so for generations, who
was an advocate of freedom around the
world, I am anxious to hear, Mr. BUR-
TON, what you have to say, because no-
body knows and has fought for elec-
tions around the globe like you have.
It’s a privilege to have you here.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I thank the
gentleman for yielding. Hopefully, in
the not so distant future, we will see
fair elections in your former native
land of Cuba.

With that, let me just say I have
heard in my years here in the Congress
a lot of very thorough and eloquent ex-
pressions of concern about what’s
going on in foreign policy and foreign
lands, but the young gentleman from
Illinois just covered about everything
about as thoroughly as you possibly
can.

The one thing that I think I might
add is that there are those who say the
elections should be postponed and that
there are reasons for that. But, accord-
ing to what I have been able to learn
from our research is that the Supreme
Court of Honduras rendered a decision
after careful study, and they said that
what was done was constitutional, it
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was within the law, and they upheld
that decision, and they have said that
the elections should go forth, and they
are now in control of the election proc-
ess, and I believe that it should go
forth.

For the United States of America and
our State Department and our very
young and new President, whom I feel
probably does not have the expertise
that he requires to make these kinds of
decisions, although I am sure that he
would like to see his position sup-
ported, I think that we should support
the Honduran people, support a free
and fair election, and let our State De-
partment know that the Members of
the Congress here in Congress feel very
strongly that they have made a mis-
calculation and a misdiagnosis of what
the situation is or should be down in
Honduras.

They should change their mind and
come back and support the constitu-
tional elective process in Honduras and
let the elections go forth with our sup-
port. The United States of America
should support the free election process
in Honduras and our State Department
should share that view, and that’s why
tonight you have a number of Con-
gressmen here on the floor of the House
who are saying to the administration
and to the State Department, You have
made a mistake.

As the young gentleman from Illinois
said, this has been researched very
thoroughly by our legal authorities
and experts here in the Congress of the
United States, and they have concluded
that the only thing that was done that
was not correct was forcing the former
President out of the country. But it did
not say anything that we would con-
tradict the decision that was made by
the administration that showed that
there was some unconstitutional
things done and supported by the pre-
vious President. The Supreme Court
has rendered that decision and they
said the election should go forth, and
we should support that decision.

If T were talking to our Secretary of
State, Hillary Rodham Clinton, or the
President, I would say that the admin-
istration and the State Department
should support that position.

I really appreciate you and your
brother and the rest of the people that
are here on the floor tonight, I really
appreciate you staying so late. It’s a
quarter till 12. The people of this coun-
try, who I hope might be paying atten-
tion, will realize we feel this is ex-
tremely important for stability in our
hemisphere, in our front yard, and we
feel very strongly that the administra-
tion and the State Department should
review this and come out in very
strong support of the elective process
which should be taking place very
shortly.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. I want to thank you for those
words.

And, again, what we Kkeep talking
about is that there is a solution. There
is a very simple solution. There’s a
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very simple answer to this crisis, and
that’s the answer and the solution that
men and women for generations, Amer-
ican men and women for generations
have given their lives for, and that’s
for the ability of people to elect their
leaders, for free and clear multiparty
elections.

There are people that are in that
process already, a process that has
been going on for over a year, a process
that has not been interrupted. How we
cannot support that process is, frankly,
beyond me.

I don’t know. Maybe the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER), who is
one of the keen intellects in this body,
can have some explanation as to how
elections are not, all of a sudden, the
answer, why the Honduran people
should not have the right to elect their
next President.

It is a privilege to have you, sir. I
recognize Mr. MCCOTTER.

Mr. McCOTTER. I thank the gen-
tleman. I know we are heading toward
the witching hour, so I will try to put
some remarks in a very succinct fash-
ion.

First, I would like to point out some
of the principles which undergird our
position in support of the Honduran
people. One is that we, as Americans,
understand our self-evident right to
liberty is from God, not the govern-
ment, and no tyrant nor terrorist can
interfere with it. We also understand,
as Americans, that our security is from
strength, not surrender, and that our
greatest strength is the expansion of
liberty to others to ensure freedom for
ourselves.

We also understand, as is painfully
evident with Honduras, that the United
States and all free people are targets of
tyrants and terrorists, not because of
our actions, but because of our exist-
ence. The existence of free people, the
rule of law, the pursuit of one’s happi-
ness in accordance with one’s inalien-
able rights is a threat to all tyrants
and despots throughout the world, for
their thrones are unstable in the pres-
ence of free people and oppressed peo-
ple who are inspired by such examples.

With the Honduras situation, we see
crystal clear that the United States, in
many ways in our foreign affairs, has
gotten away from these foreign prin-
ciples and the concepts. The danger,
not only to our allies like Honduras, is
great.

I pose one example. Can this adminis-
tration, for the edification of individ-
uals like myself who may not grasp the
intricacies and the genius of their for-
eign policy, explain one thing. What is
the difference between women being
shot in the streets of Iran for trying to
be free and the difference between a
constitutional democracy in Honduras
following the rule of law to protect
itself from a would-be tyrant?

This administration said these situa-
tions are distinguishable, because in
the instance of the Iranians’ murderous
regime, that is an internal affair for
the Iranian people; yet, when the free
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people of Honduras through the rule of
law in defense of their constitutional
democracy exercised their means of
self-defense, we are told that that is of
the utmost interest to the TUnited
States and we must demand an out-
come in accordance with our will and
the will of the OAS, which now in-
cludes Mr. Fidel Castro, no fan of elec-
tions.
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Can you tell me why the freedom of
the Iranian people is to be left in the
hands of their murderers and why the
freedom of the Honduran people is to
be taken from theirs and put in the
hands of butchers like Fidel Castro and
others such as Chavez? I eagerly await
a response, although I do not know
that I will find it edifying, let alone
satisfactory. I yield back.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. I thank the gentleman. And also
coming with us tonight is a person who
also has a distinguished and effective
record of fighting for human rights and
freedom around the globe, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN
DIAZ-BALART).

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Well, I want to thank you for
calling this Special Order, convoking it
and focusing in on this very important,
really critical subject. Winston
Churchill talked about the fact that
facts are better than dreams. There are
facts with regard to the crisis in Hon-
duras. The people of Honduras acted
constitutionally. Their institutions
acted constitutionally in removing a
President who was acting unconsti-
tutionally, and they removed him. The
institutions, the democratic institu-
tions of Honduras removed a President
who had been acting unconstitution-
ally on June 28. Those are facts.

The Obama administration is wrong
when, in this case, it sides with Chavez
and Castro, Ortega, Correa, the other
anti-democratic elements in this hemi-
sphere who are pressuring for the impo-
sition of the President who had vio-
lated the Constitution in Honduras for
his return, his forceful return, uncon-
stitutionally to power. The Obama ad-
ministration is wrong. That’s a fact.

Now, there’s another fact that is of
importance, and that is we saw a num-
ber of Members of Congress here al-
most at midnight, because of the im-
portance of this issue, tell the Amer-
ican people that after thorough study,
they have come to the conclusion that
the Obama administration is wrong
and that the Honduran people acted ap-
propriately. It’s a fact that there is a
growing number of Members of Con-
gress who are becoming involved, edu-
cated and are expressing themselves
with regard to this issue. That’s a fact
that the Obama administration needs
to take into consideration, because as
was mentioned before, even if the situ-
ation were different, and even if the
Hondurans had acted unconstitution-
ally in removing President Zelaya from
power, the solution to the crisis should
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be evident to all: free and fair elec-
tions, especially when the candidates
were chosen before the crisis began by
all of the political parties.

So what is most not only incorrect,
but almost inconceivable, Madam
Speaker, is that the Obama adminis-
tration is not only wrong with regard
to what happened in Honduras, is not
only wrong with regard to whom it is
siding with and whom it is siding
against, but that even if the adminis-
tration were not wrong with regard to
what has happened, the evident solu-
tion being the elections of November
29, are not being supported by the
Obama administration, but the Obama
administration is saying that they will
not recognize the will of the Honduran
people as expressed on November 29.

That is inconceivable—beyond wrong.
That is inconceivable, Madam Speaker.

So, facts: Congress is aware of how
wrong the administration is. Congress
is aware that the Honduran people are
proceeding with an election on Novem-
ber 29. The reason that the majority
leadership is not bringing to the floor
of this House a resolution to express
support for the elections, the resolu-
tion was filed by Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN and
others, expressing support for the elec-
tions that are going to be held Novem-
ber 29, the reason the majority leader-
ship does not bring that resolution to
the floor is because it would win a ma-
jority vote, because the fact is a grow-
ing number of Members of Congress, I
maintain by now a majority of this
House, are aware of the gross unfair-
ness with which that small nation is
being treated by this administration.

So I think it’s important for the ad-
ministration, Madam Speaker, to take
note, tonight, almost at midnight, that
Honduras, despite the pressure, despite
the fact that it’s a small country, is
moving forward with elections. Those
elections deserve not only support and
respect, but commendation. And fur-
ther efforts to deny the Honduran peo-
ple their right of self-determination,
their right to express themselves freely
by secret ballot on November 29 is
wrong.

That’s a fact.

More and more people in this Con-
gress are learning the facts. And I
hope, Madam Speaker, that the admin-
istration takes note and reverses itself,
backs off from not supporting elec-
tions, from not supporting free deter-
mination and, rather, supports the
Honduran people.

I thank you, Congressman MARIO
Di1Az-BALART, for focusing attention,
for your leadership role on this critical
issue. Not only do the people of Hon-
duras deserve it, but the hemisphere
requires the further attention of the
American people to this critical issue.
Thank you very much.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. I want to thank the gentleman
from Florida for really summing it up
so well that, yes, regardless of what
may have happened, the solution is
there, it’s evident. It’s the elections
that are coming up.
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The American people need to under-
stand, need to know that this adminis-
tration, unfortunately, is siding, sid-
ing, is on the side, is siding with Hugo
Chavez and Fidel Castro in trying to
stop the democracy, the democratic
process, the elections that are about to
take place in Honduras. They need to
know that.

This administration needs to under-
stand that history will judge this ad-
ministration if it does not reverse
itself and sides with the people of Hon-
duras, with their election, with their
freedom. And also the Honduran people
need to understand that we have great
admiration for them, that we respect
their process, their Constitution, and
we commend them for going forward
with their elections, their free, demo-
cratic, multi-party elections.

Thank you, Madam Speaker, and
with that, I will yield back the remain-
ing part of my time.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ABERCROMBIE (at the request of
Mr. HOYER) for today and tomorrow.

Mrs. BIGGERT (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today after 4:30 p.m. and
for the balance of the week on account
of personal business.

Mr. BUYER (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today after 12:30 p.m. and
for the balance of the week on account
of illness.

Mr. DREIER (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today after 3:15 p.m.
through Monday, October 26, on ac-
count of events in the district.

Mr. GOHMERT (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of at-
tending a funeral.

Mr. HINOJOSA (at the request of Mr.
HoYER) for today and the balance of
the week.

Mr. WALDEN (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today and the balance of
the week on account of illness.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PoLIS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. KAGEN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WEINER, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DEAL of Georgia) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, Oc-
tober 29.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, October 29.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 56 minutes, Oc-
tober 23.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
October 29.
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