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their critical thinking, by learning how 
to find, use and defend worthwhile in-
formation. In addition, students are en-
couraged to serve in anticipation of a 
lifetime of service to others. Kentucky 
Wesleyan’s students meet the needs of 
others and positively impact the world 
around them. 

Congratulations to President Dr. 
Cheryl King, the Kentucky Wesleyan 
students, faculty, and staff on over 150 
years of service as an institution of 
higher education. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield as much time as he may consume 
to Mr. GUTHRIE of Kentucky. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Kentucky Wesleyan 
College, which for over 150 years has 
been dedicated to giving its students 
the tools they need to be successful in 
all areas of life. 

A small liberal arts college, Ken-
tucky Wesleyan offers a distinct colle-
giate experience that allows the under-
graduates to grow academically, pro-
fessionally, and spiritually. The college 
started from its modest beginnings in 
Millersburg, Kentucky, in 1858, with 
one building and with the first grad-
uating class consisting of only one 
man. 

Today, Kentucky Wesleyan has bro-
ken out and made incredible gains, 
with over 8,500 men and women having 
earned degrees, each continuing to up-
hold the traditions and values that 
were created so long ago. Over recent 
years, the college has renovated and 
expanded by updating the campus with 
new and refurbished buildings, adding 
new faculty and academic programs, 
and steadily increasing enrollment. 
Students at Kentucky Wesleyan are 
committed to making a difference and 
encouraged to be an example for oth-
ers. 

The president of the college, Dr. 
Cheryl D. King, who is also an alumna, 
has made it a point to develop personal 
relationships with the students. She is 
dedicated to making their collegiate 
experience a valuable and memorable 
one. Dr. King expresses the goals and 
values of the college perfectly in a let-
ter to prospective students. In it she 
writes: 

‘‘Our students are encouraged to 
serve in anticipation of a lifetime of 
service to others. Last year, one-third 
of our students took part in commu-
nity service opportunities. From over-
seas mission trips to numerous local 
projects, Kentucky Wesleyan students 
meet the needs of others and positively 
impact the world around them.’’ 

Kentucky Wesleyan has truly lived 
out its mission statement to foster a 
liberal arts education that nourishes, 
stimulates, and prepares future leaders 
intellectually, spiritually, and phys-
ically to achieve success in life. Under 
the leadership of Dr. King, I know the 
college will continue to grow and flour-

ish. I look forward to watching the 
strides they make and seeing the ac-
complishments of its students and 
alumni. 

I am proud to represent Kentucky 
Wesleyan in Washington. I am proud to 
represent the community in which it 
exists, Owensboro, in Daviess County, 
and I wish them nothing but the best. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I am very happy to bring House 
Resolution 837 forward. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 837. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LAURINBURG 
NORMAL INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 660) 
recognizing the distinguished history 
of the Laurinburg Normal Industrial 
Institute, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 660 

Whereas the Laurinburg Normal Industrial 
Institute (referred to as the ‘‘Laurinburg In-
stitute’’) was founded on September 15, 1904, 
in Laurinburg, North Carolina, by Emman-
uel McDuffie and his wife Tinny Etheridge 
McDuffie at the request of Booker T. Wash-
ington of the Tuskegee Institute and William 
Edwards of the Snow Hill Institute; 

Whereas the Laurinburg Institute is the 
oldest of only four historically African- 
American boarding schools still remaining in 
the United States; 

Whereas the Laurinburg Institute was 
founded to help provide suitable education 
and training in the common pursuits of life 
for African-Americans in the area of 
Laurinburg, North Carolina; 

Whereas, on September 15, 1906, Emmanuel 
McDuffie, J.H. Davis, and Robert Leach in-
corporated the Laurinburg Institute at 
Laurinburg, North Carolina, for the instruc-
tion of African-American teachers and youth 
in various academic branches of study and in 
the best methods of theoretical and practical 
industry applicable to agriculture and the 
mechanical arts; 

Whereas in 1956, the Laurinburg Institute 
began to build a new campus, integrated its 
faculty and student body, expanded its for-
eign student program, which consisted of 

students from Russia, Africa, South Amer-
ica, Brazil, Portugal, the Caribbean, and 
other countries, and further solidified its na-
tionally and internationally recognized ath-
letic and music programs; 

Whereas since 1904, the Laurinburg Insti-
tute has graduated students of color, and 
since 1954 many graduates have finished col-
lege or other post-secondary training; 

Whereas the Laurinburg Institute’s distin-
guished alumni include Sir John Swann, the 
former Premiere of Bermuda and one of the 
first blacks to be a head of state in the West-
ern Hemisphere, Joy Johnson, one of the 
first African-Americans elected to the North 
Carolina General Assembly after the Recon-
struction era, John Birks ‘‘Dizzy’’ Gillespie, 
an internationally renowned jazz trumpeter, 
and Charles ‘‘Charlie’’ Scott, the first Afri-
can-American scholarship athlete at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, who 
later became a National Basketball Associa-
tion (NBA) All-Star where he played for such 
teams as the Boston Celtics, Denver Nug-
gets, Los Angeles Lakers, and Phoenix Suns, 
winning an NBA championship with the Bos-
ton Celtics and a gold medal in the 1968 Sum-
mer Olympics; 

Whereas in 2005, the North Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly passed Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 1178 which honored the lives of Frank 
and Sammie McDuffie, who were the second 
generation of McDuffie’s to serve as adminis-
trators of the Institute, and the work of the 
Laurinburg Institute in producing educators, 
humanitarians, athletes, and civil rights and 
leaders; 

Whereas in 2009, the Laurinburg Institute’s 
President and Chief Executive Officer is 
Frank ‘‘Bishop’’ McDuffie, Jr., and his 
daughter, Frances McDuffie, serves as the In-
stitute’s Vice President and President; and 

Whereas Frank ‘‘Bishop’’ McDuffie and 
Fraces McDuffie are the third generation of 
McDuffie administrators of the Laurinburg 
Institute: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the distinguished history of 
the Laurinburg Normal Industrial Institute; 

(2) acknowledges the Laurinburg Insti-
tute’s remarkable contribution to the edu-
cation of African-Americans and other peo-
ple in the State of North Carolina and the 
Nation; and 

(3) commends the enterprise and dedica-
tion of the McDuffie family in creating and 
sustaining the Laurinburg Institute. 

The Speaker pro tempore. Pursuant 
to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I request 5 legislative days during 
which Members may revise and extend 
and insert extraneous material on 
House Resolution 660 into the record. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
House Resolution 660, which recognizes 
the historical significance of the 
Laurinburg Institute, one of the Na-
tion’s oldest African American board-
ing high schools in the United States. 
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In the early 1900s, there were few 

educational opportunities for black 
students. The Laurinburg Institute, 
along with other African American 
boarding schools, answered the needs of 
many African Americans desiring an 
education. 

The Laurinburg Institute was found-
ed on September 15, 1904, in 
Laurinburg, North Carolina, by Em-
manuel McDuffie and his wife, Tinny 
Etheridge McDuffie, at the urging of 
Booker T. Washington and William Ed-
wards. Since then, the McDuffie family 
has remained committed to the 
school’s mission, devoting their lives 
to its service for more than three gen-
erations. 

The school has developed and created 
exceptional music and athletic pro-
grams. Over the years, Laurinburg In-
stitute has graduated renowned musi-
cians and professional athletes, most 
notably NBA All-Star Charles Scott. 
Other prominent alumni include musi-
cian Dizzy Gillespie and professional 
basketball player Sam Jones. 

Today, this school offers a unique at-
mosphere for all students to succeed. 
The McDuffie family, through genera-
tions of hard work and dedication, has 
implemented a curriculum for their 
students to succeed. The institute has 
an enrollment capacity of 135 students 
and has a student body comprised of 
young men and women from across the 
country and the globe. 

Once again, I support this resolution 
and thank Congressman KISSELL for 
bringing this bill forward. I urge my 
colleagues to support this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 660, recognizing 
the distinguished history of the 
Laurinburg Normal Industrial Insti-
tute founded in 1904 by Emmanuel 
McDuffie and his wife, Tinny. 
Laurinburg Institute is the oldest of 
only four historically African Amer-
ican boarding schools still in existence 
in the United States. It was founded to 
help provide suitable education and 
training in the common pursuits of life 
for African Americans in the 
Laurinburg, North Carolina, area. 

At the turn of the century, 
Laurinburg Institute instructed Afri-
can American teachers and youth in 
various academic branches of study 
and in the best methods of theoretical 
and practical industrial applications 
for agriculture and the mechanical 
arts. In 1956, the Laurinburg Institute 
built a new campus, integrated its fac-
ulty and student body, and expanded 
its foreign student program, which con-
sisted of students from Russia, Africa, 
South America, and the Caribbean. It 
also further solidified its nationally 
and internationally recognized athletic 
and music programs. The Laurinburg 
Institute has graduated over 50,000 stu-
dents. 

Today, we recognize the distin-
guished history of the Laurinburg In-
stitute and acknowledge its remark-
able contribution to the education of 
African Americans. I commend the 
dedication of the McDuffie family in 
creating and sustaining the legacy of 
Emmanuel and Tinny McDuffie. Con-
gratulations to its third-generation ad-
ministrators, president and CEO, 
Frank McDuffie, and his daughter, 
Frances McDuffie, who serves as vice 
president and chief operating officer, 
as well as the faculty, staffs and stu-
dents of Laurinburg Institute. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I am pleased to recognize for 10 
minutes the gentleman from North 
Carolina, the sponsor of this legisla-
tion, Mr. KISSELL. 

Mr. KISSELL. I would like to thank 
my colleague from California for yield-
ing time to me. 

Mr. Speaker, as we look at the 
Laurinburg Institute, or its official 
name, Laurinburg Normal Industrial 
Institute, there is a story to be told 
here that goes beyond some of the in-
formation that we have already re-
ceived. 

If you can imagine back prior to Sep-
tember 15, 1904, when the Laurinburg 
Institute was officially founded, if you 
could imagine the conversations that 
took place when Booker T. Washington 
at Tuskegee Institute came to the 
McDuffies, Emmanuel and Tinny 
Etheridge, and said, I have got an op-
portunity for you. They weren’t talk-
ing about how they could become mil-
lionaires or how they could invest 
moneys. 

No, it was something much more im-
portant than that. They were talking 
about education. They were talking 
about educating African American 
youth at a time before Brown v. Board 
of Education, a time when we did not 
talk about equality of education. In 
some cases we didn’t talk about edu-
cation of African American youth at 
all. 

This was a time in the early 1900s 
only 40 years after the Civil War. We 
know our Nation was going through 
some tough times, and these people 
were talking about education. 

There must be something that runs 
strong in the McDuffie family in terms 
of their genetics, because not only is 
this one of only four such schools that 
have survived till today; it is still run 
by the same family that started it. 
Four generations later of McDuffies, 
they are still running the same school. 
They are still concerned about edu-
cation. 

We know that the opportunity of 
education is to influence young people 
for generation upon generation because 
that influence never stops. Teachers 
know, and one of the great rewards of 
teaching is that they know that who 
they affect may not be the person who 
is in their classroom; it may be some-
one two or three generations down that 

is affected directly by someone that 
they had taught and inspired. 

This is what the McDuffie family has 
offered to us, Mr. Speaker: 50,000 grad-
uates. Think of all of the families and 
all of the people that were affected by 
these 50,000 that would not have been if 
Booker T. Washington had not con-
vinced the McDuffies that the best in-
vestment they could make is in edu-
cation. 

Now, we have heard a couple of the 
graduates mentioned. I would like to 
add a couple more names to that list. 
Sir John Swan was a premier of Ber-
muda, one of the first people of color 
that was a head of state in the Western 
Hemisphere. We mentioned Charlie 
Scott, who was the first African Amer-
ican ever to be awarded an athletic 
scholarship to the University of North 
Carolina. Now, as a Wake Forest grad-
uate, I also have to mention another 
basketball player, Charlie Davis, who 
was the first African American Player 
of the Year in ACC history in basket-
ball in 1971. 

Once again, we are talking about 
thousands of people that came through 
this institute, thousands of people that 
were affected. Once again, the great joy 
of education is that its influence never 
ends. 

I congratulate the McDuffie family. I 
congratulate the faculty and alumni 
and students of this great institution 
because they have survived, and they 
have made a difference in the lives of 
not only the people of Scotland Coun-
ty, which I am fortunate enough to 
represent as part of North Carolina’s 
Eighth District, but they have also in-
fluenced the State of North Carolina 
and this great Nation of ours. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
just to dovetail, I do remember, I be-
lieve Charlie Scott played in the old 
ABA for the Virginia Squires. I have 
seen him play many times, a great ath-
lete and a great human being. 

As my colleague Mr. KISSELL from 
North Carolina clearly stated, an edu-
cation doesn’t just affect one person. It 
affects a family, it affects a commu-
nity, it affects a nation. So this family 
that has had this commitment to edu-
cation for over a century is to be com-
mended. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I am honored. I certainly want to 
thank Mr. KISSELL for really giving us 
a more expanded view of the 
Laurinburg Institute. I appreciate his 
passion and interest in it. 

I want to encourage my colleagues to 
support this resolution, House Resolu-
tion 660, recognizing the historical im-
portance of the Laurinburg Institute. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 00:30 Oct 22, 2009 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K21OC7.024 H21OCPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
B

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH11538 October 21, 2009 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 660, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1130 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR TEEN 
READ WEEK 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 836) ex-
pressing support for Teen Read Week. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 836 

Whereas 70 percent of 8th graders and 65 
percent of 12th graders do not read at grade 
level; 

Whereas for many adolescent students, on-
going difficulties with reading and writing 
figure prominently into the decision to drop 
out of school; 

Whereas available data shows 85 percent of 
all juvenile offenders have reading problems 
and approximately one-third of all juvenile 
offenders read below the fourth-grade level; 

Whereas advanced literacy across content 
areas is the best available predictor of the 
ability of students to succeed in introduc-
tory college courses; 

Whereas research shows that teens who 
read for fun have better test scores and are 
more likely to succeed in the workforce; 

Whereas Teen Read Week encourages teens 
to read a book for leisure purposes; 

Whereas Teen Read Week recognizes that 
it is important for adolescents to read pro-
ficiently; and 

Whereas October 18 to October 24, 2009, is 
Teen Read Week: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Teen 
Read Week; 

(2) recognizes that it is important for teens 
to be taught to read proficiently; and 

(3) encourages teens to read for leisure and 
academic purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I request 5 legislative days during 
which Members may revise and extend 
and insert extraneous materials on 
House Resolution 836 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. I yield my-

self as much time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 836, which sup-
ports the goals and ideals of Teen Read 
Week from October 18 through October 
24, 2009. 

Teen Read Week was started in 1998 
by the Young Adult Library Services 
Association as an initiative to encour-
age more teens to read. Research shows 
that strong literacy ability is cor-
related to academic success, but many 
of our youth are struggling to read and 
to write at proficient levels. For in-
stance, 70 percent of eighth graders and 
65 percent of 12th graders do not read 
at grade level. I find that unacceptable, 
and I know that my colleague does as 
well. The inability of students to read 
at grade level can tremendously affect 
a teenager’s decision to stay in school. 
Also, strong literacy skills help predict 
college success in college introductory 
classes. 

Critical reading and comprehension 
help students achieve their personal 
and professional goals. In addition to 
supporting Teen Read Week, this bill 
calls for more adolescents to read in 
their free time. While teens hover 
around video games, wide-screen tele-
vision sets and computer screens, 
books are collecting dust on book-
shelves. It is vital that we continue to 
encourage students to read for both 
their academic and personal purposes 
even though there are many things 
that do compete for their time. Teens, 
parents and teachers can all play a sig-
nificant role in helping children and 
students achieve academic success. 

With that, I want to thank Rep-
resentative ROE for introducing this 
legislation. I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill and reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume, and I rise today in support of 
House Resolution 836, expressing sup-
port for Teen Read Week. 

More than 20 percent of adults read 
below a fifth-grade level, which is well 
below the reading level needed to earn 
a minimum wage. Almost 44 million 
adults in the United States don’t read 
well enough to read a short story to 
their child. It is estimated that illit-
eracy costs U.S. taxpayers more than 
$20 billion per year. More than three 
our of four of those on welfare and 68 
percent of people arrested are illit-
erate. In U.S. prisons, three out of five 
inmates cannot read. 

The ability to read proficiently is one 
of the most important skills children 
and adolescents can acquire. This skill 
is important to people of all ages, from 
children just entering school to adults 
in the prime of their careers. Teen 
Read Week highlights the importance 
of encouraging teenagers to read. 

Research has shown that children 
and teens who are proficient readers 
perform better in almost all school 
subjects. Therefore, it follows that 
teens who struggle to read are more 
likely to drop out of high school than 
those who do not. In addition, research 

indicates that there’s a strong link be-
tween teens who are juvenile offenders 
and the inability to read at grade level. 

Teen Read Week takes place October 
18 through 24, 2009. It was first recog-
nized in 1998 and has taken place the 
third week of every October since that 
time. 

Teen Read Week encourages teens to 
read for fun. Reading for fun highlights 
the importance and enjoyment of read-
ing for teens and adolescents. Research 
has shown that teens who read for fun 
are more likely to succeed in the work-
force than those who do not. The 
theme for Teen Read Week 2009 is 
‘‘Read Beyond Reality.’’ 

By recognizing Teen Read Week, we 
show our support for promoting teen 
literacy and encouraging teens to read. 
I am honored to support this resolu-
tion, and I ask my colleagues to join 
me. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. I reserve 

the balance of my time, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 

have just one comment. I have been the 
mayor of a city, Johnson City, Ten-
nessee. A lot of information for the 
school system comes through us. And I 
was at a meeting one day, and one of 
the school board members was very ex-
uberant about how we could use com-
puters, and computers are the most im-
portant thing. I held my hand up, and 
I said, Look, I don’t have a clue how a 
computer works, but I can read. So I 
read the manual, and in 30 minutes or 
20 minutes’ time, I’m online. 

Reading changes lives. The statistics 
in this country are staggering. When 
you look at the amount of people in 
prisons and on welfare who cannot 
read, it is basically enslavement. We 
must in our education system—and I 
have thought of this many times—a 
good education where you can read 
may help solve the health care crisis, 
because people who can read can get a 
good job and provide for themselves. 

So I would encourage my colleagues 
to support this and encourage the 
schools to help teach and encourage 
teen reading. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I know how important this is. We 
talk to young families about the im-
portance of reading to their young chil-
dren. But it’s also important that we 
continue that enthusiasm in the home 
for their younger adults as they go 
through school. 

Kids read to learn. There are so many 
places that they can go because they 
can read. Often it is true that young 
people have to read a lot of things in 
school, but they don’t often read for 
their enjoyment. And until they start 
doing that, and they really understand 
what it can mean to them for the rest 
of their lives, they may not become the 
kind of readers that they probably 
would want to be and would benefit 
from. 

So I’m delighted that my colleague 
has brought this forward. It helps us to 
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