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Since 1989, the North American Wet-
lands Conservation Act has required
that each Federal dollar spent on the
conservation project be matched by
private, non-governmental money.
However, due to the irreplaceable na-
ture of the breeding waterfowl habitat
in Canada, a decision was made not to
require matching funds for Canadian
projects from private Canadian
sources.

As a result of the economic down-
turn, however, it has become increas-
ingly difficult to meet the 100 percent
matching requirement here in the
United States. According to the Fish
and Wildlife Service, there will be some
$70 million worth of projects in Canada
during the current 5-year funding cycle
which began in 2007. Under the current
law, this means that $70 million in pri-
vate matching money must be pro-
vided.

Under H.R. 3433, the North American
Wetlands Conservation Act would be
amended to require at least 50 percent
of non-Federal share of projects in Can-
ada be paid for by Canadian non-gov-
ernmental entities. There was unani-
mous support for this measure during
our committee markup, and this is an
appropriate change in our Federal law.

I would also like to compliment the
author of this bill, Congressman
WITTMAN of Virginia, for his out-
standing leadership and for his service
on the Migratory Bird Conservation
Commission.

I urge an ‘‘aye’ vote.

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3433.

| introduced H.R. 3433 to provide for a sim-
ple, timely and essential change to the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act.

Under current law, Congress appropriates
money each year to be spent on projects to
acquire, enhance, protect and restore wet-
lands in Canada, Mexico and the United
States.

In fact, this remarkable program, which is
now celebrating its 20th anniversary, has fund-
ed over 1,600 projects to conserve more than
20 million acres of wetlands and associated
uplands across North America. This conserva-
tion has helped ensure improved waterfowl
hunting across North America.

Since 1989, this landmark law has required
that each Federal dollar spent on a conserva-
tion project be matched by non-federal money.

However, due to the irreplaceable nature of
the breeding waterfowl habitat in Canada, a
decision was made not to require matching
funds from Canadian sources. Therefore,
projects in Canada have been matched by
conservation dollars from the United States.

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the North American Wetlands Council
has approved conservation projects in Canada
worth nearly $70 million during its current 5-
year funding cycle which began in 2007.
Under law, this means that $70 million in pri-
vate matching funds must be provided.

Under my legislation, the North American
Wetlands Conservation Act would be amend-
ed to allow up to 50 percent of the non-federal
share of projects in Canada to be paid for by
Canadian conservation supporters. My legisla-
tion will allow and encourage our Canadian
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conservation partners to fund a greater num-
ber of important wetland preservation projects
north of the border.

The authorization of appropriations for the
North  American Wetlands Conservation Act
does not expire until September 30, 2012. We
simply cannot wait to make this change be-
cause the nonmatching share imbalance will
continue to grow and must be paid before the
authorization expires.

The language of this legislation has been
fully vetted and been endorsed by all inter-
ested parties including the Fish and Wildlife
Service, the member of the North American
Wetlands Conservation Council which includes
Ducks Unlimited, as well as the National Au-
dubon Society and the American Bird Conser-
vancy.

| ask my colleagues to support H.R. 3433.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I again
urge support of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 3433.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

REAUTHORIZING DELAWARE
WATER GAP NATIONAL RECRE-
ATION AREA CITIZEN ADVISORY
COMMISSION

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3476) to reauthorize the Delaware
Water Gap National Recreation Area
Citizen Advisory Commission.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3476

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REAUTHORIZATION OF DELAWARE
WATER GAP NATIONAL RECREATION
AREA CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMIS-
SION.

(a) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 5 of Public
Law 100-573 (16 U.S.C. 4600 note) is amended
by striking ‘“20”’ and inserting ‘‘30”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall be
deemed to have taken effect on October 30,
2008.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from the
Northern Mariana Islands (Mr. SABLAN)
and the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YOUNG) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
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tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands?

There was no objection.

Mr. SABLAN. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation, spon-
sored by Representative GARRETT, will
authorize the Citizen Advisory Com-
mission for the Delaware Water Gap
National Recreation Area for the next
10 years. The advisory commission has
provided two decades of guidance and
input that has assisted in the manage-
ment of the national recreation area
and should be allowed to continue its
work.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
3476.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The Delaware Water Gap National
Recreation Area is the National Park
Service’s largest outdoor recreation
area in the Northeastern TUnited
States. This recreation area includes
67,000 acres along 40 scenic miles of the
Delaware River in the States of New
Jersey and Pennsylvania. With 5 mil-
lion recreational visits each year, it is
our 10th most visited national park.

Our colleague, Mr. GARRETT, intro-
duced H.R. 3476 to enhance citizen par-
ticipation in the administration of the
park by extending the recreation area’s
Citizen Advisory Commission for an-
other 9 years to the year 2018. I am
pleased to join Mr. GARRETT in support
of this legislation.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
at this time I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. GAR-
RETT), the author of this fine piece of
legislation.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. I
thank the gentleman from Alaska for
recognizing what a fine piece of legisla-
tion it is and appreciate his support of
this legislation as well.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3476. It is a bipartisan bill to re-
authorize the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area Citizens Advi-
sory Commission through the year
2018. And both Representative CARNEY
and I believe that this citizen action
group serves as an important liaison
between the National Park Service,
their officials, and the neighbors in the
area.

Many of my constituents have asked
me to extend this commission, and I
am pleased to have worked with Rep-
resentative CARNEY on this legislation
to do just that. Communication is the
key to addressing and resolving citi-
zens’ concerns, and it’s clear that the
residents and the park users value the
opportunity to respond to the park de-
cisions as well as propose alternatives
when they come up with those.

The Delaware Water Gap region has a
turbulent history, if you know of it.
One was marked by improper govern-
ment interference and Federal invasion
of rights of private property owners.

Back in the mid-1950s, the Federal
Government proposed a plan to build a
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dam across the Delaware River. This
was the Tocks Island Dam Project, and
it required the use of eminent domain,
and the government seized many prop-
erties. Well, the project fell through
and the property that was taken away
is now known as the Delaware Water
Gap Recreational Area. And residents
in the area were upset by the creation
of this recreation area. As a result,
Congress passed legislation that estab-
lished a citizens advisory commission,
and that was back in 1988.

Now, this advisory commission was
reauthorized for an additional decade
back in 1998; and it’s basically served
as a forum, if you will, for the public to
interact with park officials. Due to the
combined efforts of the various com-
mission members and park officials,
the recreation area has now increased
in popularity over the years, and we
see literally millions of visitors each
year. In fact, out of nearly 400 parks in
the National Park system, the Dela-
ware Water Gap was just named one of
the top 10 most photogenic parks for
fall foliage.

And I am confident that the Citizens
Advisory Commission will continue to
play a valuable role in preserving its
splendor in this area and others for fu-
ture generations.

It’s the ability of local residents to
communicate with Federal agencies
that has been one of my main focuses
here in Congress; and I call upon my
colleagues—and I am glad that the gen-
tleman from Alaska joins me in this ef-
fort—to join with Representative CAR-
NEY and me to support this legislation.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. I again urge Members
to support the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 3476.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

—————

1ST LIEUTENANT LOUIS ALLEN
POST OFFICE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2877) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 76 Brookside Avenue in Ches-
ter, New York, as the ‘lst Lieutenant
Louis Allen Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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H.R. 2877
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. 1ST LIEUTENANT LOUIS ALLEN POST
OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 76
Brookside Avenue in Chester, New York,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘1lst
Lieutenant Louis Allen Post Office”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘1st Lieutenant Louis
Allen Post Office™.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the
House subcommittee with jurisdiction
over the United States Postal Service,
I am proud to present H.R. 2877 for con-
sideration.

This bill, if adopted, will designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 76 Brookside Avenue
in Chester, New York, as the ‘‘1st Lieu-
tenant Louis Allen Post Office.”

H.R. 2877 was introduced by my
friend and colleague, Representative
JOHN HALL of New York, on June 15,
2009, and favorably reported out of the
Oversight Committee by unanimous
consent on July 10, 2009. Notably, this
legislation enjoys the strong support of
the entire New York sitting House del-
egation.
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Since this is principally sponsored by
my friend, Mr. HALL of New York, I'm
going to yield 5 minutes to my col-
league so that he may make those re-
marks.

Mr. HALL of New York. Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-
ute to a great American, First Lieuten-
ant Lou Allen. My bill, H.R. 2877, would
designate the post office in Chester,
New York, as the ‘‘1st Lieutenant
Louis Allen Post Office.” First Lieu-
tenant Allen was Killed in Iraq over 4
years ago by a mine explosion for
which another member of the Armed
Forces was charged and shockingly ac-
quitted. First Lieutenant Allen was 34
years old.

A pillar of his community, a model
National Guardsman, Lou joined the
New York National Guard in the year
2000. But when he was not serving in
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uniform, he served his community as a
science teacher at George F. Baker
High School in Tuxedo. He was de-
ployed to New York City with the Na-
tional Guard to respond to the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

Lou’s service to his community and
country made him a great American
whom we are all proud of. Lou is sur-
vived by his loving wife, Barbara; and
their four young sons, Trevor, Colin,
Sean and Jeremy; his parents, Bob and
Vivian; and his siblings and other
friends and family who are all so proud
of him. Renaming this post office in his
honor will be a tangible reminder of
the joy he brought to them and the
contributions he made to our Nation,
the Hudson Valley community, and the
lives of those who knew him.

I cannot imagine how difficult the
last few years have been in Lou’s fam-
ily, and their grace in dealing with this
tragedy is an inspiration to us all. I
have had the honor of meeting them at
Bob and Vivian’s house when I intro-
duced this bill. And I am honored to
represent them in Congress and to be
able to come here to Washington and
help redesignate the U.S. Post Office at
76 Brookside Avenue in Chester, New
York, as the ‘‘1st Lieutenant Louis
Allen Post Office.”

Renaming this post office is not
about mourning Lou’s death, but about
celebrating his life. I am glad that we
have the support of the entire New
York State congressional delegation,
who are all signed on to the bill as
original cosponsors.

I urge my colleagues to honor First
Lieutenant Allen and support this bill
so that he and his family will finally
receive the tribute to his sacrifice that
they deserve.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge the
passage of H.R. 2877, a bill designed to
designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 76
Brookside Avenue in Chester, New
York, as the ‘‘1st Lieutenant Louis
Allen Post Office’” in honor of the late
Louis E. Allen, a 34-year-old Army Na-
tional Guardsman Kkilled by an explo-
sion in Tikrit, Iraq, on June 8, 2005.

A native of Goshen, New York, and a
West Point graduate, First Lieutenant
Allen was not only a model soldier but
also a model citizen who had a true
passion for helping others.

A loving husband and father of four
sons, he drove more than 1 hour each
way to George Baker High School in
Tuxedo, New York, a school where he
taught science. The school super-
intendent remembers him as loving
kids and having a ‘‘real passion for our
students.”” He was also known by his
family as being fun-loving, gracious
and caring as he took care of everyone
around him. A longtime friend of Al-
len’s once said that “‘if my son grows
up to be half the man Lou is, I'll be the
happiest father in the world.”
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