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Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker,
National Estuaries Day was established
in 1988 and is an annual celebration
highlighting the need to protect our
Nation’s estuaries. Estuaries provide
vital habitat for countless fish and
wildlife species and contribute signifi-
cantly to our economy through com-
merce and recreation. National Estu-
aries Day was celebrated on September
26 with numerous activities nation-
wide, from canoe trips in Washington
to photography contests in Florida.

This annual public awareness cam-
paign informs our citizens about their
connection to these critical places and
why these ecosystems need to be pre-
served, protected, and restored. I com-
mend Congresswoman CASTOR from
Florida for introducing this resolution,
and I urge its passage.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

The gentlelady from Guam has suffi-
ciently explained the resolution, sup-
porting the goals of National Estuaries
Day. As we all know, estuaries are an
important component to many species
of birds, fish, and mammals. They rely
on the estuaries for food, spawning,
and other lifecycle needs. Estuaries
also provide many people with rec-
reational opportunities, from bird-
watching to fishing and many boating
activities. Finally, estuaries provide us
with critical flood control, protecting
coastal communities during severe
storms. I support the resolution and
urge my colleagues to pass it.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express my support for H. Res. 710, a reso-
lution supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Estuaries Day.

| want to thank my colleague KATHY CASTOR
for introducing this resolution, which | have co-
sponsored. We both represent coastal districts
that are home to amazing estuarine systems
that are of great importance to our commu-
nities and constituents.

In my district, the Morro Bay National Estu-
ary is an ecological treasure.

Lagoons and wetlands that were once com-
mon along the southern California coast are
now nearly all filed and developed. But we
are fortunate that the Morro Bay Estuary has
largely survived. And we must continue to pro-
tect this natural resource.

The Estuary provides vital habitat for birds
and fish. It is an important stop-over for over
150 species of migratory birds during their an-
nual migration. And it is a critical winter home
to several other bird species. The estuary also
acts as a nursery for more than 75 percent of
commercial fish species in the area.

Since the Morro Bay Estuary was incor-
porated into the National Program in 1995, the
inspiring team of staff and volunteers has
spearheaded numerous efforts to preserve
and restore the estuary.

For example, partnering with local ranchers,
the Estuary Program has installed riparian
fencing along nearly 75,000 feet of creek to
limit cattle access. This has protected water
quality and improved riparian habitat on seven
creeks.
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The program has provided funding to the
City of Morro Bay to remove derelict vessels
before they pollute local waters and damage
habitat.

They have also established the Estuary Na-
ture Center and WaterFest, to educate the
general public about the beauty of the estuary
and its importance to water quality and con-
servation.

In addition, more than 75 dedicated volun-
teers collect and provide important water qual-
ity data for the Estuary Program each year.
These data are critical to evaluating the health
of the estuary and watershed, as well as com-
piling a plan to address problems.

Estuaries are among the richest habitats
known on earth—providing immeasurable eco-
nomic and ecological benefits. But they are
threatened by pollution and other human ac-
tivities. We must change our course and work
harder to protect them.

| urge all of my colleagues to vote in sup-
port of H. Res. 710—to recognize National Es-
tuaries Day and the community organizations
that fight to preserve these invaluable re-
sources.

Mr. SHUSTER. Having no further
speakers, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker,
having no further speakers, again, I
urge Members to support this resolu-
tion, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 710.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING EFFORTS TO CREATE A
FLIGHT 93 MEMORIAL

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 795) honoring
the people of Shanksville, Pennsyl-
vania, and the Flight 93 Ambassadors
for their efforts in creating the Flight
93 temporary memorial and encour-
aging the completion of the National
Park Service Flight 93 National Memo-
rial by the 10th anniversary of Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 795

Whereas, on September 11, 2001, the pas-
sengers and crew of United Flight 93 coura-
geously gave their lives, thereby thwarting a
planned attack on our Nation’s Capital;

Whereas the Flight 93 crash site is a pro-
found national symbol of American patriot-
ism and spontaneous leadership of citizen he-
roes;

Whereas the people of Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania, came together as a community to
protect the sacred ground and construct a
temporary memorial where Flight 93 crashed
on September 11th;
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Whereas the Flight 93 Ambassadors, cre-
ated by members of the Shanksville commu-
nity after the tragic events of September
11th, have exhibited selfless dedication and
leadership by preserving and recounting the
heroic story of the brave intervention of the
passengers and crew against the terrorists to
the memorial’s visitors; and

Whereas in large part due to the efforts of
the community and Flight 93 Ambassadors,
Congress authorized the creation of a perma-
nent national memorial as part of the Na-
tional Park System under Public Law 107-
226, the Flight 93 National Memorial Act:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors the Shanksville, Pennsylvania,
community and Flight 93 Ambassadors for—

(A) their foresight, dedication, and leader-
ship in protecting the Flight 93 temporary
memorial, the preservation and sharing of
the heroic story of the brave intervention of
the passengers and crew against terrorists;
and

(B) their efforts to establish a permanent
national memorial to Flight 93; and

(2) encourages the Secretary of the Interior
and the National Park Service to complete
the Flight 93 National Memorial, as author-
ized by the Flight 93 National Memorial Act,
by the 10th anniversary of the September
11th attacks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker,
House Resolution 795, introduced last
week by my colleague Representative
BILL. SHUSTER, honors the people of
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Eight years
ago, the town of Shanksville entered
the history books in a tragic way. But
since that dreadful day, the commu-
nity, working with the Flight 93 am-
bassadors, has protected the temporary
Flight 93 Memorial and pressed to es-
tablish a permanent national memorial
to that plane’s heroic passengers.

House Resolution 795, Madam Speak-
er, recognizes those valiant efforts and
encourages the Secretary of the Inte-
rior and the National Park Service to
complete the Flight 93 National Memo-
rial by the 10th anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks.

Madam Speaker, we support this res-
olution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I thank the gentlelady from Guam
for her support on resolution 795. On
the morning of September 11, 2001,
United Airlines Flight 93 was hijacked
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by al Qaeda terrorists, but their evil
plan was heroically derailed when the
brave passengers and crew aboard that
flight performed the first counter-
attack in the war on terror. They
fought back. They sacrificed their lives
so that others could live.

Madam Speaker, today we have a
pretty good idea of what the terrorists
intended to use Flight 93 for, an attack
on Washington, D.C., and most likely
the Capitol Building itself. The fact
that the passengers and the crew ulti-
mately crashed Flight 93 in
Shanksville saved the lives of hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of tourists,
staff and Members of Congress who
were in the building on that day. I was
in the Capitol Complex that morning,
and I know many of my colleagues
serving today were here and are grate-
ful for the passengers and crew of
Flight 93.

The complete sacrifice made by those
brave men and women who did an ex-
traordinary thing in the face of an ex-
traordinary circumstance deserves to
be remembered and honored. Since that
fateful day 8 years ago, the hallowed
ground of the crash site has been vis-
ited by thousands of Americans from
across the country to pay tribute to
the memory of those extraordinary
Americans.

Since the attacks, the people of
Shanksville and Somerset County have
come together to protect the crash site
and welcome visitors to their commu-
nity. Along with the Flight 93 ambas-
sadors, tremendous progress has been
made toward establishing a permanent
memorial at the crash site, ensuring
that their heroic story lives on and in-
spires current and future generations
of Americans.

Eight years have passed since the 9/11
attacks, and we are encouraged by the
progress that has been made towards
completing the official national memo-
rial to Flight 93. I am proud to sponsor
this resolution which calls on the Sec-
retary of the Interior to complete the
congressionally authorized memorial
in Shanksville by the 10th anniversary
of 9/11.

While we will never be able to repay
the heroes of that infamous day, it is
our hope that with this memorial,
their sacrifice will be permanently re-
corded, and the site of their passing
will forever be guarded for all to pay
tribute.

I appreciate the opportunity to offer
this resolution, and again, I thank my
colleagues for their support.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
HoLT).

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Guam.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 795. This legislation of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania honors the
people of Shanksville, Pennsylvania,
and the Flight 93 ambassadors for cre-
ating a temporary memorial for the
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passengers of United Flight 93 and
urges the National Park Service to
complete a national memorial.

The men and women onboard Flight
93 prevented a fourth attack on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, against American citi-
zens. Arming themselves with what-
ever they could find, they prevented
the hijackers from mounting a poten-
tially disastrous attack on a target in
Washington, D.C. Without their sac-
rifice, it’s very possible that many of
us and the building in which we stand
would not be here today. It’s almost
certain that many other innocent civil-
ians would have died.

Of those brave souls onboard Flight
93, 18 of them were from New Jersey,
including two from the 12th Congres-
sional District, which I have the privi-
lege to represent. One of those heroes
was Todd Beamer, a respected business-
man from Cranbury, New Jersey. He
was a man of deep religious faith, a
loving father, a caring and devoted
husband to his wife, Lisa. And it was
his famous phrase, ‘“‘Let’s roll,” that
helped inspire our Nation to meet his
high standard of shared sacrifice and to
remind Americans in those dark days
following September 11 that America
would not just survive but America
would prevail against hate and extre-
mism.

Lisa and Todd Beamer’s children
David, Drew and Morgan Kay will grow
up knowing their father’s act of valor
saved the lives of others. He will al-
ways be remembered as a hero, along
with his fellow passengers.

Richard Guadagno was another amaz-
ing passenger on Flight 93. Raised in
Trenton, Richard was the manager of
the Humboldt Bay National Wildlife
Refuge in California, a truly out-
standing person. He was on his way
back to Eureka, California, after vis-
iting his family in New Jersey and at-
tending his grandmother’s 100th birth-
day party. He too made the ultimate
sacrifice.

I have long supported and worked to
get funding for a national monument
honoring the passengers and crew of
Flight 93. People will be able to find in-
spiration as they look at this memorial
and reflect on the essence of America,
that Americans are willing to sacrifice
much to protect each other even in the
face of mortal danger. It will remind us
that this is not the last time America
will need heroes, that the survival of
American ideals depends on ordinary
people stepping out of their roles to act
in ways that are extraordinary and
courageous.

I strongly support this resolution and
urge the National Park Service to com-
plete this memorial by the 10th anni-
versary of that terrible day.

Mr. SHUSTER. Having no further
speakers, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as she may consume to
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
CASTOR).

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. I thank the
gentlewoman for yielding the time and
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commend my colleagues from Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey for this very
thoughtful resolution. I would also like
to speak to the previous resolution
that just passed the House, estab-
lishing National Estuaries Day in rec-
ognition of these other beautiful and
valued places across our country.

Our Nation’s estuaries are essential
to our economy, jobs, our hobbies and
our culture. Estuaries are the vital
links between our coastal ecosystems.
They are the unique places where riv-
ers and oceans meet, and their irre-
placeable wetlands provide unmatched
recreational opportunities and millions
of jobs in tourism, fishing and other
coastal industries.

This is especially true in my home-
town of Tampa, Florida, where Tampa
Bay provides the lifeblood and char-
acter of my community. A significant
share of the Tampa Bay area’s econ-
omy is dependent on our healthy estu-
ary, and the same is true all across the
United States, as 28 million jobs are
supported through commercial and rec-
reational fishing, boating, tourism, and
other coastal industries. Coastal econo-
mies and estuaries contribute more
than $800 billion annually in trade and
commerce in our great country.

September 26 marked National Estu-
aries Day, an interagency campaign led
by NOAA. Since 1988, NOAA has pro-
moted the importance of estuaries and
the need to protect them. So this year
was the first time that we introduced a
resolution to recognize these impor-
tant educational and recreational
events all across the country. Events
occurred in North Carolina, in Florida,
in Louisiana, in California. These cele-
brations ranged from the planting of
seed grasses, the protection of marine
mammals and other species.

Estuary groups from across the coun-
try also met here in the Capitol with
representatives from NOAA, the Fish
and Wildlife Service and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

Madam Speaker, Pat Conroy’s new
novel, ‘“‘South of Broad,”’ contains ele-
gant descriptions of estuaries that
speak to everyone who values their
beauty and riches. Conroy writes: ‘A
freshwater river let mankind drink and
be refreshed, but a saltwater river let
it return to first things, to moonstruck
tides, the rush of spawning fish, the
love of language felt in the rhythm of
the wasp-waisted swells.”

He says: ‘“The tide is a poem that
only time could create, and I watched
its stream and brim and make its
steady dash homeward to the ocean.”
It is difficult to capture the beauty and
value of many of America’s national
treasures, so we ask the House today to
set aside a day to raise awareness and
educate others about estuaries, and
getting people excited about the nat-
ural beauty to be found there.

I thank my colleagues for voting
today in support of these goals and
ideals.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
commend the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SHUSTER) for this important
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resolution, and I thank him for man-
aging the resolutions this afternoon on
the floor. Again, I urge my colleagues
to support this very important resolu-
tion.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in support of the H. Res.
795. The legacy of the events of September
11, 2001 still resonates today. We will never
forget the harrowing experience of the loss of
more than 3,000 lives that marked this na-
tional tragedy. We will never forget the events
of that day, nor those who paid the ultimate
price. We will forever remember how the
country suffered profound sadness, the likes
of which we as a nation hope to never experi-
ence again.

Madam Speaker, | recall vividly the intense
emotions evoked as the attacks unfolded. The
Nation watched in horror as two airliners
crashed into the Twin Towers and brought
down the World Trade Center. That horror in-
tensified as we witnessed an attack on the
Pentagon—and a crashed airplane in Pennsyl-
vania. Horror turned to anger as it came to
light that the attacks were the actions of hate-
filled cowards who had no respect for human
life. 1 remember too, that in the aftermath of
these senseless attacks, we came together as
a nation and with friends from around the
world united in grief and sadness. That mo-
ment transformed our country and the world,
as the resolve of our Nation strengthened and
our principles hardened.

We remember the heroes from that day;
those who ran into the danger, sacrificing
themselves to save strangers. We remember
the heroes from United Flight 93 who over-
powered the terrorists and gave their own
lives to prevent the deaths of countless others.
We hope that their families can take some
small measure of comfort knowing that Ameri-
cans have made a permanent place for those
heroes in our hearts.

As a Senior Member of the Foreign Affairs
and Homeland Security Committees, | believe
that we must continue to honor the fallen by
working to prevent needless deaths. In the
years since September 11, 2001, Congress
has worked hard to make sure that such a
tragedy will never happen again. In large part,
we have taken heed of the advice of the 9/11
Commission and built a strong system to pre-
vent future attacks.

Madam Speaker, | rise before this body to
say that our work is not yet done. Our Nation’s
rail and mass transit lines continue to be vul-
nerable. Millions of Americans rely on our rail
and mass transit for transportation. Terrorist
attacks in Madrid in 2004 and London in 2006
indicate that transportation routes continue to
be potential security threats. We must not let
another tragedy occur.

Preventing terrorism at home begins with
addressing terrorism abroad. We must engage
nations that are susceptible to the influence of
extremists and arm them with the tools to fight
radicalism. That means not only providing
weapons of war but also increasing education,
improving living conditions, and increasing the
capacity to govern. The struggle against ter-
rorism will be won in the hearts and minds of
people around the world.

Madam Speaker, | urge all members to join
me in supporting H. Res. 722. Let us remem-
ber this day and the tragedy that befell the
Nation by properly honoring the victims with
our renewed commitment to America’s secu-
rity.
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Ms. BORDALLO. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 795.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 29 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

O 1730
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SERRANO) at 5 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 2647, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2010

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Armed
Services, I ask unanimous consent to
take from the Speaker’s table the bill
(H.R. 2647) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2010 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, to pro-
vide special pays and allowances to
certain members of the Armed Forces,
expand concurrent receipt of military
retirement and VA disability benefits
to disabled military retirees, and for
other purposes, with a Senate amend-
ment thereto, disagree to the Senate
amendment, and agree to the con-
ference asked by the Senate.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. FORBES. I have a motion at the
desk, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Forbes moves that the managers on
the part of the House at the conference on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
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the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 2647
be instructed to not recede to the Senate on
division E of the Senate amendment (regard-
ing the Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes Pre-
vention Act).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. FORBES) and
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
SKELTON) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. FORBES. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is truly a sad day as
we come before the House today to
have to even bring this motion to in-
struct conferees. But essentially what
the motion to instruct conferees does
is to simply make sure, when we’re
dealing with something as important
as the Defense authorization bill, that
we’re dealing with the Defense author-
ization bill—that we’re not saddling it
with the hate crimes legislation which,
sadly, is what we are now doing.

Mr. Speaker, across America, people
are becoming more and more disillu-
sioned by the processes that they see
taking place here in the House of Rep-
resentatives and down the hall in the
Senate. And this is a perfect example
of what that process has come to be,
when we take a hate crimes legislation
that should stand on its own accord,
that has nothing to do with the De-
fense authorization bill, but we marry
them together and saddle them and
bring them to the House floor with the
take-it-or-leave-it approach.

Mr. Speaker, we need to watch
what’s happening from this administra-
tion and unfortunately from the lead-
ership in both the House and the Sen-
ate to destroy any even pretense of
transparency anymore in the country.

I watched this year as we saw a sea
change where so many of the policies
have now led us to a point where our
budget is driving defense posture in-
stead of defense posture driving the
budget. For the first time in my life-
time that I know of, this administra-
tion came down and literally issued a
gag order to individuals in the Pen-
tagon where they couldn’t even talk to
Members of Congress to tell us where
they were cutting programs, where
they were spending money, and to give
us the reports that we needed, or even
testify. In fact, the Army had to even
cancel a hearing that it had before the
Armed Services Committee because of
that gag order.

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, we
have a situation where the law requires
the administration to tell us a plan.
How are you going to build ships? That
just makes sense. Americans should
know: How are you going to build
ships? What’s the plan? The law re-
quires that they do it and certify that
the budget meets that plan. They just
refuse to do it because the law doesn’t
apply to them.

And then they came down with an
aviation—they were supposed to give
us an aviation plan. The law mandates
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