
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH10474 October 6, 2009 
Mr. SHUSTER knows him, as did Mr. 
SHUSTER’s father—and the late Chair-
man Henry Reuss of Wisconsin. The 
three of them got together and they 
got this legislation through that 
stopped the dredging of Dyke Marsh, 
and it has been preserved to this day. 
Whether we can expand it and even re-
store it more to its natural habitat, I 
don’t know. But I know because of this 
legislation we’re at least going to be 
able to preserve what we have. 

As the gentlelady suggested, it has 
over 6,500 species of plants and ani-
mals, some of which are threatened or 
endangered. It enhances water quality, 
stems shoreline erosion, and creates an 
aesthetic and recreational escape for 
people of all ages. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the significance of Dyke 
Marsh, in reaffirming our commitment 
generally to protecting our Nation’s 
ecosystems, and in honoring three gi-
ants of the Congress—JOHN DINGELL, 
John Saylor, and Henry Reuss—whose 
leadership and commitment to envi-
ronmental stewardship were instru-
mental in the Dyke Marsh’s preserva-
tion. 

I also want to recognize Ann Toohey, 
who has done the research and staff 
support on this. I want to express ap-
preciation to my colleague, Congress-
man GERRY CONNOLLY, whose district is 
just to the south of Dyke Marsh, but 
who was the Chair of the Fairfax Coun-
ty Board when Fairfax County made 
the especially important efforts to pre-
serve Dyke Marsh. 

Again, I urge passage of this bill. 
Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-

er, I rise to salute my colleagues Congress-
man JOHN DINGELL and Congressman JIM 
MORAN for their support of a rare natural and 
national treasure in Northern Virginia, the 
Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve. 

In 1959 Congress passed legislation to 
make this wetland ecosystem a National Park 
unit, which was introduced by Congressmen 
DINGELL, John Saylor and Henry Reuss. Con-
gressman MORAN has introduced H. Res. 701, 
of which I am a proud cosponsor, to recognize 
their efforts and the 50th anniversary of Dyke 
Marsh. 

The Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve, just 
south of Alexandria on the Virginia shoreline 
of the Potomac River, is a rare, 485-acre 
freshwater, tidal wetland in suburban northern 
Virginia, just north and east of my district. I 
was proud to represent this Wildlife Preserve 
during my tenure as Chairman of the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors. The marsh is 
5,000 to 7,000 years old and is one of the 
most significant temperate, tidal, freshwater, 
riverine marshes in the National Park system. 
It is a remnant of the tidal wetlands that once 
lined the Potomac River. 

Congress designated Dyke Marsh as a na-
ture preserve ‘‘so that fish and wildlife devel-
opment and their preservation as wetland wild-
life habitat shall be paramount.’’ Today it has 
360 known species of plants, 6,000 arthro-
pods, 38 fish, 16 reptiles, 14 amphibians and 
over 300 birds. 

‘‘Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve is a wonder-
fully complex ecosystem,’’ says Georgetown 
Biology Professor Dr. Edd Barrows. ‘‘It may 

have as many as 18,000 species, from bac-
teria through bald eagles.’’ Depending on the 
time and season, visitors can see bullfrogs, 
snapping turtles, great blue herons, black rat 
snakes, wood ducks, red-winged blackbirds 
and plants like pickerelweed, spatter-pond lily 
and wild rice. It is an important outdoor class-
room for students of all ages and a laboratory 
for many area scientists. 

Like all wetlands, Dyke Marsh provides eco-
logical services including flood control, water 
quality enhancement, habitat, fish nursery, and 
shoreline stabilization. 

I commend Congressman DINGELL for his vi-
sion, and Congressman MORAN for his com-
mitment to preserving this ecological gem. I 
have been and will continue to be a proud 
supporter of the Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I, 
again, urge Members to support this 
resolution, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 701. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

SUPPORTING NATIONAL 
ESTUARIES DAY 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 710) supporting 
the goals and ideals of ‘‘National Estu-
aries Day’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 710 

Whereas the estuary regions of the United 
States comprise a significant share of the 
national economy, with 43 percent of the 
population, 40 percent of employment, and 49 
percent of economic output located in such 
regions; 

Whereas coasts and estuaries contribute 
more than $800,000,000,000 annually in trade 
and commerce to the Nation’s economy; 

Whereas more than 43 percent of all adults 
in the United States visit a sea coast or estu-
ary at least once a year to participate in 
some form of recreation, generating 
$8,000,000,000 to $12,000,000,000 in revenue an-
nually; 

Whereas more than 28,000,000 jobs in the 
United States are supported through com-
mercial and recreational fishing, boating, 
tourism, and other coastal industries that 
rely on healthy estuaries; 

Whereas estuaries provide vital habitat for 
countless species of fish and wildlife, includ-

ing many that are listed as threatened or en-
dangered; 

Whereas estuaries provide critical eco-
system services that protect human health 
and public safety, including water filtration, 
flood control, shoreline stabilization and 
erosion prevention, and protection of coastal 
communities during extreme weather events; 

Whereas 55,000,000 acres of estuarine habi-
tat have been destroyed over the last 100 
years; 

Whereas bays once filled with fish and oys-
ters have become dead zones filled with ex-
cess nutrients, chemical wastes, and harmful 
algae; 

Whereas sea level rise is accelerating the 
degradation of estuaries by submerging low- 
lying lands, eroding beaches, converting wet-
lands to open water, exacerbating coastal 
flooding, and increasing the salinity of estu-
aries and freshwater aquifers; 

Whereas in the Coastal Zone Management 
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.), Congress 
found and declared that it is national policy 
to preserve, protect, develop, and where pos-
sible, to restore or enhance, the resources of 
the Nation’s coastal zone, including estu-
aries, for current and future generations; 

Whereas estuary restoration efforts cost- 
effectively restore natural infrastructure in 
local communities, helping to create jobs 
and reestablish the natural functions of estu-
aries that yield countless benefits; 

Whereas 62.3 percent of habitat restoration 
funds of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA) under the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(Public Law 111–5) were awarded to projects 
in estuaries, and 90 percent of the total 
NOAA habitat restoration funding under 
such Act will benefit estuaries; and 

Whereas September 26, 2009, has been des-
ignated ‘‘National Estuaries Day’’ to in-
crease awareness among all citizens, includ-
ing local, State, and Federal officials, about 
the importance of healthy estuaries and the 
need to protect them: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Estuaries Day’’; 

(2) acknowledges the importance of estu-
aries to the Nation’s economic well-being 
and productivity; 

(3) recognizes the persistent threats that 
undermine the health of the Nation’s estu-
aries; 

(4) applauds the work of national and com-
munity organizations and public partners to 
promote public awareness, protection, and 
restoration of estuaries; and 

(5) reaffirms its support for estuaries, in-
cluding the preservation, protection, and res-
toration thereof, and expresses its intent to 
continue working to protect and restore the 
estuaries of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam? 

There was no objection. 
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Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, 
National Estuaries Day was established 
in 1988 and is an annual celebration 
highlighting the need to protect our 
Nation’s estuaries. Estuaries provide 
vital habitat for countless fish and 
wildlife species and contribute signifi-
cantly to our economy through com-
merce and recreation. National Estu-
aries Day was celebrated on September 
26 with numerous activities nation-
wide, from canoe trips in Washington 
to photography contests in Florida. 

This annual public awareness cam-
paign informs our citizens about their 
connection to these critical places and 
why these ecosystems need to be pre-
served, protected, and restored. I com-
mend Congresswoman CASTOR from 
Florida for introducing this resolution, 
and I urge its passage. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

The gentlelady from Guam has suffi-
ciently explained the resolution, sup-
porting the goals of National Estuaries 
Day. As we all know, estuaries are an 
important component to many species 
of birds, fish, and mammals. They rely 
on the estuaries for food, spawning, 
and other lifecycle needs. Estuaries 
also provide many people with rec-
reational opportunities, from bird- 
watching to fishing and many boating 
activities. Finally, estuaries provide us 
with critical flood control, protecting 
coastal communities during severe 
storms. I support the resolution and 
urge my colleagues to pass it. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to express my support for H. Res. 710, a reso-
lution supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Estuaries Day. 

I want to thank my colleague KATHY CASTOR 
for introducing this resolution, which I have co-
sponsored. We both represent coastal districts 
that are home to amazing estuarine systems 
that are of great importance to our commu-
nities and constituents. 

In my district, the Morro Bay National Estu-
ary is an ecological treasure. 

Lagoons and wetlands that were once com-
mon along the southern California coast are 
now nearly all filled and developed. But we 
are fortunate that the Morro Bay Estuary has 
largely survived. And we must continue to pro-
tect this natural resource. 

The Estuary provides vital habitat for birds 
and fish. It is an important stop-over for over 
150 species of migratory birds during their an-
nual migration. And it is a critical winter home 
to several other bird species. The estuary also 
acts as a nursery for more than 75 percent of 
commercial fish species in the area. 

Since the Morro Bay Estuary was incor-
porated into the National Program in 1995, the 
inspiring team of staff and volunteers has 
spearheaded numerous efforts to preserve 
and restore the estuary. 

For example, partnering with local ranchers, 
the Estuary Program has installed riparian 
fencing along nearly 75,000 feet of creek to 
limit cattle access. This has protected water 
quality and improved riparian habitat on seven 
creeks. 

The program has provided funding to the 
City of Morro Bay to remove derelict vessels 
before they pollute local waters and damage 
habitat. 

They have also established the Estuary Na-
ture Center and WaterFest, to educate the 
general public about the beauty of the estuary 
and its importance to water quality and con-
servation. 

In addition, more than 75 dedicated volun-
teers collect and provide important water qual-
ity data for the Estuary Program each year. 
These data are critical to evaluating the health 
of the estuary and watershed, as well as com-
piling a plan to address problems. 

Estuaries are among the richest habitats 
known on earth—providing immeasurable eco-
nomic and ecological benefits. But they are 
threatened by pollution and other human ac-
tivities. We must change our course and work 
harder to protect them. 

I urge all of my colleagues to vote in sup-
port of H. Res. 710—to recognize National Es-
tuaries Day and the community organizations 
that fight to preserve these invaluable re-
sources. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Having no further 
speakers, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, 
having no further speakers, again, I 
urge Members to support this resolu-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 710. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING EFFORTS TO CREATE A 
FLIGHT 93 MEMORIAL 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 795) honoring 
the people of Shanksville, Pennsyl-
vania, and the Flight 93 Ambassadors 
for their efforts in creating the Flight 
93 temporary memorial and encour-
aging the completion of the National 
Park Service Flight 93 National Memo-
rial by the 10th anniversary of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 795 

Whereas, on September 11, 2001, the pas-
sengers and crew of United Flight 93 coura-
geously gave their lives, thereby thwarting a 
planned attack on our Nation’s Capital; 

Whereas the Flight 93 crash site is a pro-
found national symbol of American patriot-
ism and spontaneous leadership of citizen he-
roes; 

Whereas the people of Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania, came together as a community to 
protect the sacred ground and construct a 
temporary memorial where Flight 93 crashed 
on September 11th; 

Whereas the Flight 93 Ambassadors, cre-
ated by members of the Shanksville commu-
nity after the tragic events of September 
11th, have exhibited selfless dedication and 
leadership by preserving and recounting the 
heroic story of the brave intervention of the 
passengers and crew against the terrorists to 
the memorial’s visitors; and 

Whereas in large part due to the efforts of 
the community and Flight 93 Ambassadors, 
Congress authorized the creation of a perma-
nent national memorial as part of the Na-
tional Park System under Public Law 107– 
226, the Flight 93 National Memorial Act: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors the Shanksville, Pennsylvania, 
community and Flight 93 Ambassadors for— 

(A) their foresight, dedication, and leader-
ship in protecting the Flight 93 temporary 
memorial, the preservation and sharing of 
the heroic story of the brave intervention of 
the passengers and crew against terrorists; 
and 

(B) their efforts to establish a permanent 
national memorial to Flight 93; and 

(2) encourages the Secretary of the Interior 
and the National Park Service to complete 
the Flight 93 National Memorial, as author-
ized by the Flight 93 National Memorial Act, 
by the 10th anniversary of the September 
11th attacks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, 

House Resolution 795, introduced last 
week by my colleague Representative 
BILL SHUSTER, honors the people of 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Eight years 
ago, the town of Shanksville entered 
the history books in a tragic way. But 
since that dreadful day, the commu-
nity, working with the Flight 93 am-
bassadors, has protected the temporary 
Flight 93 Memorial and pressed to es-
tablish a permanent national memorial 
to that plane’s heroic passengers. 

House Resolution 795, Madam Speak-
er, recognizes those valiant efforts and 
encourages the Secretary of the Inte-
rior and the National Park Service to 
complete the Flight 93 National Memo-
rial by the 10th anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. 

Madam Speaker, we support this res-
olution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I thank the gentlelady from Guam 
for her support on resolution 795. On 
the morning of September 11, 2001, 
United Airlines Flight 93 was hijacked 
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