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overtures to incorporate several con-
cepts proposed by the Republican side
of the aisle. For example, he com-
mitted to tort reform. He embraced
Senator JOHN MCCAIN’s initiative on
providing low-cost protection for indi-
viduals with preexisting medical condi-
tions. He pledged to work with any se-
rious effort to improve and provide
more affordable, accessible health care
for all Americans. Despite the fact that
the President has incorporated Repub-
lican ideas and proposals into his plan,
the other side still refuses to work
with him. Their plan: Just say, ‘‘no.”

When faced with the largest recession
since World War II, the American peo-
ple didn’t want partisan bickering;
they wanted solutions. With the Recov-
ery Act and other stabilizing measures,
we have enacted those solutions, and
we have seen positive results. Our eco-
nomic recovery efforts are working.
But the Republicans just said, ‘‘no.”

The need for health care reform is
clear. Health insurance premiums over
the past decade have increased three
times greater than incomes, and they
will increase 5 percent more this year.
Millions of Americans with preexisting
medical conditions are finding them-
selves unable to access health care
even if they have health insurance. A
recent survey by the Kaiser Family
Foundation revealed that without re-
form, 8 percent of businesses will drop
health insurance for their employees
altogether. And still, Republicans are
saying, ‘‘no.”

When providing affordable and acces-
sible health care, the American people
will not accept ‘“‘no” for an answer any

longer. They want to hear us say,
ééyes.7>
———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 38
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. TONKO) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Have we hardened our hearts, O
Lord?

You have said: ““If today you hear the
voice of the Lord, harden not your
hearts.”

Once the heart is deadened by indif-
ference to Your Word or to the cry of a
neighbor in need, where do we find our-
selves? Alone and cold.

How are we to find happiness? Only
love can melt the hardened heart.
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When the adventure of sensual love
has run its course or unfaithful love
stabs betrayal, the heart may become
paralyzed or broken.

In the stillness, Lord, quiet memory
brings us back to You. Believing we are
born out of love and have searched for
its fulfillment all life long, moments of
true love once found in truth and beau-
ty fall into place. Your grace then
steps through the open cracks and we
come to know by heart:

“I am with you”’—now and forever.
Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Arizona (Mrs. KIRK-
PATRICK) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE PATRICK MCHENRY,

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable PATRICK
MCHENRY, Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 28, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington,
DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena for deposi-
tion testimony issued by the District court
of Caldwell, State of North Carolina in con-
nection with a civil case now pending in the
same court.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I will make the determinations
required by Rule VIII.

Sincerely,
PATRICK T. MCHENRY,
Member of Congress.

————

WE MUST RETURN TO BALANCED
BUDGETS AND PAY DOWN OUR
NATIONAL DEBT

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr.
Speaker, I first want to welcome two
people from my district who are in the
House gallery today, Ken and Teresa
Lamont from Cottonwood, Arizona.

Welcome to the House.
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The time is now to develop a plan for
the United States to return to balanced
budgets and pay down our national
debt.

Yes, these are difficult decisions to
make. However, the folks in my dis-
trict and across the country are tight-
ening their belts and doing more with
less. It is time for Congress to work
with the Federal Reserve and the
Treasury to develop plans to do the
same before it is too late.

We must take this work seriously
and remain committed. Our country,
our security, and our future depend on
it.

I ask that my colleagues from both
sides of the aisle join me in this effort.

————
DANCING WITH THE CZARS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, we
have 44 czars in America and the dance
card keeps growing. The new czar for
the day is the safe schools czar.

Add that to the Afghanistan-Paki-
stan czar, the AIDS czar, auto recovery
czar, behavioral science czar, bailout
czar, border czar, car czar, climate
change czar, copyright czar, counter-
terrorism czar, cybersecurity czar, di-
versity czar, disinformation czar, two
economic czars, an education czar, en-
ergy czar, food czar, government per-
formance czar, Great Lakes czar,
Gitmo closure czar, health care czar,
info tech czar, intelligence czar, Latin
American czar, Mideast peace czar,
Mideast policy czar, pay czar, regu-
latory czar, religion or God czar,
science czar, stimulus czar, Sudan czar,
TARP czar, technology czar, trade
czar, urban affairs czar, war czar, water
czar, weapons czar. And now we have a
safe schools czar.

Who are these people, and what do
they do? Is this a shadow government?

Since we continue to dance with the
czars, it would be nice to know who
brought us to the dance.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

HONORING KEITH MORRISON AS
AN ANGEL IN ADOPTION

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Keith Morrison of Fay-
etteville, Arkansas, as an Angel in
Adoption. Keith is very deserving of
this honor and recognition because of
his work and dedication to finding chil-
dren from around the world permanent
families.

Working as an attorney since 1984, he
has represented hundreds of families
throughout the United States both in
domestic and international adoptions.
Morrison also regularly represents pri-
vate adoption agencies. He continues
his work beyond the walls of his office,
helping start church adoption min-
istries and raising funds to support
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families with adoption-related ex-
penses. He also regularly counsels oth-
ers who are considering beginning or
working their way through the adop-
tion process. Finally, he and his wife
have found fulfillment in adoption,
adopting both domestically and inter-
nationally.

I commend him for his leadership and
his selfless service to unite children
with loving families. I'm proud to rec-
ognize his effort and accomplishments.
And I ask my colleagues today to join
with me in honoring Keith and the
other Angels who are working to create
a better life for children all around the
world.

———

NATIONAL MEDIA FACE
CREDIBILITY VOID

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the national media don’t have a credi-
bility problem; they have a credibility
void.

Five out of six Americans see the na-
tional news media as ‘‘very or some-
what biased,” according to a new poll
by Sacred Heart University. Six out of
seven Americans say the media have
their own political and public policy
positions and attempt to influence
opinion and policy.

Nearly nine out of ten Americans say
the media played a strong role in elect-
ing Barack Obama as President. Seven
in ten say the national media are in-
tent on promoting the Obama presi-
dency. And a majority say the media
are promoting the White House’s
health care plan without criticism.

The poll found that biased reporting
is driving away the media’s audience.
Almost half of Americans have stopped
watching a news outlet because of
media bias.

If the national media want to keep
their remaining audience, they need to
restore Americans’ trust by giving
them the facts, not telling them what
to think.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

——
UNITED STATES CIVIL RIGHTS
TRAIL SPECIAL RESOURCE

STUDY ACT OF 2009

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 685) to require a study of the fea-
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sibility of establishing the TUnited
States Civil Rights Trail System, and
for other purposes, as amended.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 685

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United States
Civil Rights Trail Special Resource Study Act of
2009.

SEC. 2. SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY REGARDING
PROPOSED UNITED STATES CIVIL
RIGHTS TRAIL.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of the
Interior shall conduct a special resource study
for the purpose of evaluating a range of alter-
natives for protecting and interpreting sites as-
sociated with the struggle for civil rights in the
United States, including alternatives for poten-
tial addition of some or all of the sites to the Na-
tional Trails System.

(b) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall con-
duct the special resource study in consultation
with appropriate Federal, State, county, and
local governmental entities.

(c) STUDY REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary
shall conduct the study required under sub-
section (a) in accordance with section 8(c) of
Public Law 91-383 (16 U.S.C. 1a-5(c)) and sec-
tion 5(b) of the National Trails System Act (16
U.S.C. 1244(b)), as appropriate.

(d) STUDY OBJECTIVES.—In conducting the
special resource study, the Secretary shall
evaluate alternatives for achieving the following
objectives:

(1) Identifying the resources and historic
themes associated with the movement to secure
racial equality in the United States for African
Americans that, focusing on the period from
1954 through 1968, challenged the practice of ra-
cial segregation in the Nation and achieved
equal rights for all American citizens.

(2) Making a review of existing studies and re-
ports, such as the Civil Rights Framework
Study, to complement and not duplicate other
studies of the historical importance of the civil
rights movements that may be underway or un-
dertaken.

(3) Establishing connections with agencies, or-
ganizations, and partnerships already engaged
in the preservation and interpretation of various
trails and sites dealing with the civil rights
movement.

(4) Protecting historically significant land-
scapes, districts, sites, and structures.

(5) Identifying alternatives for preservation
and interpretation of the sites by the National
Park Service, other Federal, State, or local gov-
ernmental entities, or private and nonprofit or-
ganizations, including the potential inclusion of
some or all of the sites in a National Civil Rights
Trail.

(6) Identifying cost estimates for any nec-
essary acquisition, development, interpretation,
operation, and maintenance associated with the
alternatives developed under the special re-
source study.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after the
date on which funds are made available to carry
out this section, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate a
report containing the results of the study con-
ducted wunder subsection (c) and any rec-
ommendations of the Secretary with respect to
the route.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentle-

woman from Guam.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

We must never forget the struggle for
racial equality that spanned our Na-
tion in the 1950s and the 1960s nor the
people who waged that fight to obtain
basic civil rights for all Americans.

The many sites linked to the civil
rights movement together tell the
story of how it profoundly transformed
our history.

H.R. 685, as amended, authorizes the
National Park Service to complete a
Special Resource Study to analyze al-
ternatives and make recommendations
for the preservation and the interpreta-
tion of these multiple sites, including a
possible national Civil Rights Trail
linking the sites with common maps,
signs, and educational material.

Mr. Speaker, we commend our distin-
guished colleague, Representative WIL-
LIAM LAcYy CLAY, for his vision and
dedication to this legislation. We sup-
port passage of H.R. 685 and urge its
adoption by the House today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 685 has been adequately ex-
plained by chairwoman BORDALLO, and
we thank her for that effort.

We support the legislation with the
understanding that the original intent
of the bill is being preserved. The Na-
tional Park Service proposed changes
that would have prevented the program
from focusing on the history of the
movement to overcome slavery and ra-
cial discrimination and instead would
have directed it to include other polit-
ical causes, and we appreciate that
change.

We agree with the intent of the bill’s
sponsor, Mr. CLAY, that the trail sys-
tem tells the story of the struggle for
civil rights based on racial equality.
We thank Mr. CLAY for his leadership
and efforts on those lines and in bring-
ing this bill forward.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
author of this legislation, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY).

Mr. CLAY. First of all, I thank the
chairwoman, Ms. BORDALLO, as well as
the ranking member, Mr. WITTMAN, for
their assistance on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, as the sponsor of this
legislation, along with Congressman
ZACH WAMP of Tennessee, I am pleased
to present H.R. 685 for consideration by
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