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Rabbi Sholom Stern will receive the Lion of
Judah Award for his continued commitment to
meaningful Judaic studies. Rabbi Stern’s sus-
tained and sturdy efforts help the congrega-
tion, community and school flourish. Mrs.
Dahari will receive the Etz Chaim Tree of Life
Award for her tireless efforts in connection
with the Brandeis School, where for over 15
years she has persistently been a guiding light
to students and parents alike. Mrs. Dahari’'s
contribution as Publicity Chair has made an
especially positive impact on the school as a
whole and is proud to be a parent of the
school as well. Mr. Fink and Dr. Simons will
both receive the L’'Dor Va’'Dor Parents of the
Year Award for their noble commitment to
both the Brandeis School’s mission and to its
student body. From generation to generation,
these alumni parents and their families have
given selflessly to the school as both Mr. Fink
and Dr. Simons are now proud to send their
own children to the Brandeis School as well.
Mrs. Susan Sachs will receive the Aishet
Chayil Award for her determined devotion to
both the Brandeis School and its Parent’s As-
sociation. Mrs. Sachs has certainly been a
woman of valor, serving the school in multiple
fashions including her work as the Parent’s
Association President. Mrs. Sachs is also
proud to send her children to the Brandeis
School. All of these individuals help to foster
an environment in which students at the Bran-
deis School can learn and prosper, toward
those efforts they are especially deserving of
recognition.

In guiding a student body of 350 students in
pre-kindergarten through 8th grade, these
honorees give of their time and abilities to a
cause greater than themselves. The education
of our youth will forever be a central and vital
aspect of our society. Giving to children the
opportunity to learn and achieve will continue
to encourage our youth to explore their own
gifts, talents and abilities in a safe, supportive
learning environment. Toward this end, these
esteemed individuals have continuously given
of themselves in a selfless, fruitful manner.

The work of these honorees is surely inspir-
ing to us all, and | am immensely grateful to
them for all that they have accomplished. | ask
my colleagues to join me in expressing the
gratitude of the U.S. Congress for their exten-
sive contributions to society.

————

NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY AND
CHILDREN’S DAY

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate National Sovereignty
and Children’s Day, an event that is cele-
brated in the nation of Turkey every April 23rd.
While this important holiday traces its origins
all the way back to Turkey’s capital, Ankara, in
1923, it has gradually taken on tremendous
meaning and significance for children through-
out the world.

On April 23, 1920, during Turkey’s War of
Independence, a body of Turkish lawmakers
known as the Grand National Assembly met in
Ankara to lay the foundation for a government
that was to be a modern, parliamentary de-
mocracy. They drew upon their already
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emerging status as a liberal and secular Re-
public to guide them in the creation of their vi-
sion. Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the founder and
eventual first President of the Republic of Tur-
key, designated that day as National Sov-
ereignty and Children’s Day, in recognition of
the important role that children would play in
shaping the country’s future. Ataturk was the
first world leader to take so momentous a step
in recognizing the contributions of children to
their nation.

In Turkey, National Sovereignty and Chil-
dren’s Day is an official public holiday marked
by student celebrations that span the entire
week of April 23rd. Children ‘govern’ Turkey
by sending their own ‘representatives’ to re-
place state officials and high ranking bureau-
crats in their offices. The President, Prime
Minister, Cabinet Ministers and provincial gov-
ernors all turn over their positions to children’s
representatives. The children assume some of
the real responsibilities of legislators by sign-
ing executive orders relating to educational
and environmental policies. Children also re-
place the parliamentarians in the Grand Na-
tional Assembly and hold a special session to
discuss children’s issues. These symbolic ges-
tures demonstrate for children how they are
the future leaders of Turkey, and remind cur-
rent leaders that they are responsible for the
well being of these children and the nation
that they will inherit.

On April 27, 1986, a tradition that began in
Turkey was brought to the entire world when
the UN General Assembly was opened to chil-
dren for the first celebration of World Chil-
dren’s Day. Later that same year, the World
Children’s Day Foundation (WCDF) was es-
tablished to oversee World Children’s Day ac-
tivities. The program’s goals were to equip
children to make a difference in their own lives
and the future of their communities and na-
tions; bring children of different nationalities,
races, religions, and socio-economic back-
grounds together and to show them that, in
spite of these factors, all people have much in
common; and establish the fourth Sunday in
April as the internationally celebrated World
Children’s Day to recognize the capability and
potential of children everywhere to shape the
future.

Madam Speaker, our children are our most
precious resource, and | believe we all should
join together in commemorating this important
date dedicated to them. We also should com-
mend Turkey for leading the way in being the
first government to set aside one day each
year to honor its children some eighty-six
years ago.

———————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
YOUNG MARINES

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the 50th
Anniversary of the Young Marines. | am hon-
ored to represent the proud and patriotic City
of Waterbury, Connecticut where the first
Young Marines Unit was founded in 1959 by
members of the Brass City Memorial Detach-
ment of the Marine Corps League. Just three
years later, the ranks of Waterbury’s Young
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Marines had swelled to 1,500 and spread to 9
other cities all because of the fine young men
from Waterbury.

In 1974, Waterbury’s own Young Marine
program was chartered as a subsidiary organi-
zation of the Marine Corps League, whose
mission is to preserve the traditions and pro-
mote the interests of one of our very finest in-
stitutions, the United States Marine Corps.

The Young Marines embody our core values
as Americans—honesty, fairness, courage, re-
spect, loyalty, and love of country. These prin-
ciples are instilled on the Young Marines by
the steady hand of hundreds of volunteers
from communities all over the country, many
of whom are former, retired, Active Duty, or
Reservist Marines who believe passionately in
the values they learned during their service. |
can think of no better mentors for these
youngsters.

Many of my district's finest and most in-
volved citizens are products of the Young Ma-
rines; some went on to join our nation’s Armed
Forces, others found another way to serve
their community. In 1960, a young man named
Sam Beamon joined the Young Marines with
his brothers. After graduating from high
school, he went on to serve honorably in the
United States Marine Corps in Vietham. Sam
is now active in many veterans’ organizations
and is the State Commandant of the Marine
Corps League, Department of Connecticut.

Since its inception, the Young Marines have
sponsored many initiatives to improve their
communities. | stand here honored to rep-
resent those seminal Young Marines from Wa-
terbury, Connecticut whose organization went
on to take a leadership role in the U.S. Marine
Youth Drug Demand Reduction Program in
1993. This community-based program sought
to reduce the impact of harmful drugs on our
communities and encouraged other youths to
live a drug-free lifestyle. The values of this
program are perfectly aligned with those of the
Young Marines, and communities around the
country are lucky to have such respected ad-
vocates for clean and healthy living.

In 2006, the Young Marines, now a nation-
ally respected organization, conducted the
Veterans Appreciation Week campaign, which
sought to challenge Young Marines throughout
the country to dedicate some of their time to
honor our nation’s veterans and to dem-
onstrate, through their actions, their sincere
appreciation for our veterans’ service to our
country. In a time when fewer Americans
seem to be aware of the sacrifices that our
veterans made, | am glad that we can look to
the Young Marines to provide leadership on
how we should honor those who have served.

Here, on this the 50th Anniversary of this
vital and impressive organization, we are re-
minded of its mission statement: the Young
Marines’ mission is to positively impact Amer-
ica’s future by providing quality youth develop-
ment programs for boys and girls that nurture
and develop its members into responsible citi-
zens who enjoy, and promote, a healthy, drug-
free lifestyle. On Saturday April 25th, Young
Marines and former Young Marines from
across the nation came to the organization’s
birthplace to join several of the members of
the Marine Corps League Brass City Memorial
Detachment who established the Young Ma-
rines. | would like to congratulate Ray
Bozzuto, Art Corcoran, Roland Hamel, Tony
Szantyr, Ed Zuraitis, and the other founding
members on the legacy of patriotism and civic
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involvement that their idea produced. With a

half century of overwhelming success, | think

it's safe to say, “job well done.”
———

TRIBUTE TO MR. EDWARD L.
GARDNER

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. Edward L. Gardner for his
lifetime of philanthropic service, most notably
with Big Brothers Big Sisters of New York
City. On Tuesday, April 28, 2009, Mr. Gardner
will be honored by Big Brothers Big Sisters at
their 2009 Sidewalks of New York Annual
Awards dinner.

Inspired by his experience as a Big Brother
in 1963, Ed Gardner’s involvement with Big
Brothers Big Sisters of New York City spans
nearly a half century. In 1965, Mr. Gardner
joined the organization’s Board of Directors
and has since served as President and Chair-
man.

Founded in 1904, Big Brothers Big Sisters
of New York City has evolved into a far-reach-
ing one-to-one mentorship program that
reaches over 4,000 young people every year.
By providing mentors to children who need
caring adult role models, the organization
helps New York City’s youth to realize their
potential and lead enriching lives.

Over the past forty-four years, Ed Gardner
has helped ensure the longevity and success
of Big Brothers Big Sisters by single-handedly
raising over $20 million for this worthy cause.
However, Mr. Gardner’'s philanthropic efforts
are not limited to his work with Big Brothers
Big Sisters. Over the years he has dedicated
his time and considerable talents to aiding
other notable organizations in the arts, health
and education.

Mr. Gardner has served on the boards of
the Health Care Chaplaincy, PS #1, and the
Alvin Ailey Dance Company. He is a Council
Member at The Rockefeller University, an
Honorary Chairman of The New York Public
Library’s Conservator Council, and former
Chairman of the Bank of New York Hamilton
Funds.

A graduate of the City College of New York,
Mr. Gardner has served as President and
Chief Executive Officer of the Industrial Sol-
vents Corporation since 1980.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to recognize
my friend Edward L. Gardner for his remark-
able service with Big Brothers Big Sisters of
New York City and his lifelong commitment to
enriching the lives of others. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring his tremendous
accomplishments.

————

TRIBUTE TO U.S. ARMED FORCES
FOR D-DAY JUNE 6, 1944

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 27, 2009
Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |

rise today to recognize the brave acts of her-
oism and military achievement by the mem-
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bers of the United States Armed Forces who
participated in the June 6, 1944, amphibious
landing at Normandy, France.

| want to commend them for their leadership
and valor in an operation that helped to bring
an end to Word War 1.

| would like to draw special attention to the
201 Missouri men who died aboard LST 496
during the Battle of Exercise Tiger, a 1944
naval battle that had been originally planned
as a practice mission for the D-Day Invasion
of Normandy.

Nearly 750 United States soldiers and sail-
ors, a large number of whom were from Mis-
souri’s 3206th Quarter Master Service Com-
pany, died in the exercise on April 28, 1944,
after a number of their ships were sunk by
German forces.

These soldiers and sailors sacrificed every-
thing they had in service to America and will
serve as a permanent reminder of bravery,
loyal patriotism, and love of country.

In closing, Madam Speaker, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in a wishing all the mem-
bers of the Armed Forces our sincerest thanks
and appreciation for their heroic mission.

————————

ADDITIONAL CALIFORNIA  49TH
DISTRICT PROJECTS FUNDED IN
THE FY2009 OMNIBUS APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, on Wednesday,
March 11, 2009, in an extension of remarks
on the House floor regarding H.R. 105, the
Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2009, | stated
that Members need to think of the future of
this Nation, rise above their own self-interests,
and advocate for the removal of all earmarks
from all present and future appropriations bills
until we get the federal deficit under control. It
is a shame that the Speaker and the Demo-
cratic leadership have not been willing to take
the initiative and do this on their own.

The Democratic leadership has made no
significant effort to perform real earmark re-
form during this economic crisis. Rather than
eliminating costly earmarks, and excess
spending, under the leadership of President
Obama, the Speaker and Democrats push to
implement the largest budget in our nation’s
history; a $3.55 trillion budget that will dramati-
cally increase the deficit and likely bankrupt
our children’s children. The American people
are asking that the member’s of this body lead
us out of this crisis, but it is apparent that the
President and the majority leadership can do
nothing more than throw money at the wrong
problems and tax and lambast those that can
create the right solutions. The majority leader-
ship needs to understand that unbridled gov-
ernment spending is not the answer to this cri-
sis, and that earmarks continue to be a prob-
lem that plagues this body and not a solution.

Since being reelected to Congress last No-
vember, | have not made any earmark project
requests. The projects that were included in

.R. 1105 were not done so at my behest in
this Congress. As | stated before, | am highly
disappointed that, faced with the enormity of
the current federal deficit and the unprece-
dented amount of federal spending that has
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occurred, the House and Senate majority lead-
ership and Appropriators did not take the op-
portunity to start showing fiscal restraint by re-
moving Congressional Earmarks from the fis-
cal year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act.
Had | been approached by the appropriations
committee prior to the passage of this bill, |
would have asked for the removal of the listed
projects.

This bill is another example of a missed op-
portunity to begin the real reform that the
American public truly seeks. Members must
realize that we have an obligation to the public
to work to eliminate earmarks from future ap-
propriations bills until we get deficit spending
under control.

Below are two requests that were made in
the 110th Congress that the Democratic ma-
jority decided to include in this spending bill.
While they are projects of merit, | did not seek
out support for their inclusion in this Congress.

Bureau of Reclamation—Water and Related
Resources

Rancho California Water District

$50,000

The bill included funding through the Energy
and Water Appropriations Subcommittee for
the Rancho California Water District, which will
provide for additional recycled water reuse of
16,000 acre feet (AF) per year by converting
water district’s west side agriculture area to re-
cycled water systems (1 AF equates to ap-
proximately 326,000 gallons or enough water
to supply two families for one year). It will also
increase use of annual seasonal storage in
Vail Lake reservoir by 10,000 AF per year by
constructing 48-inch pipeline to transport raw
water from the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California (MWD) to store in Vail
Lake. It will also convert majority of agricul-
tural delivery system from treated water pota-
ble system to recycled and raw water non-po-
table system by building delivery system for
raw water relieving 5,000 AF/year of treated
water demands

GSA

San Diego Courthouse, California

$110,362,000

The bill also included funding through the

Financial ~Services Appropriations  Sub-
committee for the San Diego, California Court-
house Construction Project. Construction

funds for the San Diego courthouse project
were originally appropriated, as requested by
the General Services Administration (GSA)
and the Judicial Conference of the United
States, in FY 2006. The San Diego Court-
house is a critical project for the region con-
sidering that the existing courthouse is an ex-
tremely busy border court, which processes
hundreds of prisoners on a daily basis. The
additional funds would be used to expedite
completion of this project.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 27, 2009

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, on
Wednesday, April 22, 2009, | inadvertently
voted “aye” on roll No. 198—Motion to In-
struct conferees regarding S. Con. Res. 13. |
had meant for my vote to be recorded as
“no.”
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