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We need to stop expecting someone else to
do the tough jobs for us and start doing them
ourselves.

These SEALs are heroes, plain and simple
and the debt we owe them, | fear we will
never truly be able to repay them. God bless
these SEALs, God Bless the men and women
who protect this nation each and every day
and God Bless America.

And that is just the way it is.

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD ROGGE

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, | rise in
memory of Richard Rogge, a G-man’s G-man,
an FBI supervisor on the John F. Kennedy as-
sassination, a man of integrity who stood up to
years of accusations from conspiracy theo-
rists, and longtime friend to my wife, Janice,
and me.

Richard, who died last week at age 82,
worked for the Federal Bureau of Investigation
for 30 years. He was serving in the Criminal
Division at FBI headquarters on November 25,
1963, when FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
summoned him and told him to fly to Dallas to
supervise the investigation into President John
F. Kennedy’s assassination.

For the next 10 months, Richard and his fel-
low G-men worked 16-hour days following
every lead and theory and disproving many
that later became fodder for the conspiracists.
After an exhaustive investigation, Richard and
his team determined that a lone gunman seek-
ing personal fame fired the shots that felled a
president. He never wavered from that convic-
tion.

Richard returned to Washington, DC, and
later served as assistant special agent in
charge in Los Angeles, an inspector in Wash-
ington, DC, and special agent in charge in
Honolulu, Hawaii, Richmond, Virginia, and
Buffalo, New York.

Richard and his family moved to Southern
California upon his retirement from the FBI in
1977.

Prior to joining the FBI, Richard joined the
Marine Corps. He was 17 at the time and
served in World War II's Pacific Theater.
Among the battles he fought was the invasion
of lwo Jima.

He was attending New York University
studying law when he joined the FBI. Studying
at night, he switched majors and graduated
college with a degree in business.

Madam Speaker, Richard Rogge was an
FBI agent at a time when only shoe leather,
brain power, grit and determination solved
crimes, before the investigative techniques
and technology we now take for granted were
developed. He was a man of integrity and
passion and served his country with honor.
Barbara, his wife of 47 years, died in 1995,
but | know my colleagues will join Janice and
me in offering our condolences to their chil-
dren, Veronica, Richard Jr., Christopher and
Meredith, to their family, and to all who called
Richard a friend.

Godspeed, Richard.
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CONGRATULATING MILDRED
“MIDGE” SLATER

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate my good friend Mil-
dred “Midge” Slater on her recent retirement
as a Representative for the Communications
Workers of America (CWA). Midge has spent
the last 30 plus years in the social justice and
labor movements. After spending time in the
Pittsburgh and upstate New York areas, Midge
settled in lowa and forged a commitment to
fighting for civil rights, women’s rights and
worker’s rights.

Midge became active in the CWA, serving in
many capacities including Chief Steward, Vice
President and President. She went on to serve
many years as a CWA International Rep-
resentative fostering and mentoring many into
the fight for social and economic justice while
forming strong bonds with those she came to
know.

I’'m happy to report that despite being retired
she still remains active in CWA as she con-
tinues to go to the lowa Capital advocating for
others. She has also taken on the task of or-
ganizing other retirees to continue to advocate
for others.

Midge continues to be active on her church
board and serves on many other boards
across the state, including the lowa Federation
of Labor, the AFL-CIO and the lowa Citizens
Action Network. | congratulate her on all of her
success and wish her the best in all of her fu-
ture endeavors.

———————

STATE AND LOCAL PREDATORY
TOWING ENFORCEMENT ACT

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker,
since the mid-1990’s the authority to regulate
the towing industry had been in limbo.
Through a provision slipped into the Federal
Aviation Administration Act of 1994 that de-
fined the tow truck industry as an interstate
carrier, state and local regulatory authority of
tow truck operations has been preempted.
One year later, passage of the Interstate Com-
merce Termination Act struck down the federal
regulatory body that oversaw the towing indus-
try.

With no federal regulator and confusing re-
strictions and conflicting court rulings on what
states and localities are permitted to regulate,
no level of government has been able to ade-
quately regulate the towing industry. This lack
of regulatory authority has led to more than a
decade of major consumer abuses by some
unscrupulous towing companies across the
country. These bad actors have continued to
taint an otherwise much needed and respect-
able profession.

Complaints about exorbitant towing fees and
abusive operators grew so bad that in 2005,
Congress agreed, through an amendment to
the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act—a Legacy of Users
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(SAFETEA-LU), to allow some limited state
regulation in the area on non-consensual tow-
ing. The amendment also directed the Sec-
retary of Transportation to conduct a study to
identify additional means to protect the rights
of individuals whose vehicles are towed.

That study offers some recommendations
that track with conclusions | made several
years ago, that consumers and tow truck oper-
ators would be better served by removing the
last vestiges of federal preemption. It notes
that consumers needing redress for over-
charges today or other unfair treatment would:
no longer be in the Catch-22 position of hav-
ing their State case thrown out on preemption
grounds only to find that they may have no
real recourse at the Federal level either. Since
business practices vary from place to place, it
may also be more practical to have non-
consensual towing regulated by the States
rather than by the Federal Government.

States are the more logical place to regulate
towing. They already have an established
body of law in place to do so. This legislation
| am introducing today will bring those laws
back into effect.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
MICHAEL STERN

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to mourn the passing of philanthropist Michael
Stern and to pay tribute to his life of helping
others and supporting our military families.

Michael Stern began his career as a jour-
nalist, writing for newspapers and magazines
before joining the U.S. Army in 1943 as a war
correspondent. He traveled with American
forces through Sicily and southern ltaly; enter-
ing Rome a day before the Allies took control
in June of 1944. He remained in ltaly for the
next 50 years, continuing to write articles, pub-
lishing a book, and producing several ltalian-
made films.

Through his friendship with developer
Zachary Fisher, the two men started the In-
trepid Museum Foundation in 1978. The USS
Intrepid (CVS-11), a World War Il aircraft car-
rier in the Pacific Theater, was decommis-
sioned in 1974 and planned to be scrapped.
Stern and Fisher led a fundraising campaign
to save the carrier, and in 1982 the Intrepid
Sea, Air, and Space Museum opened to the
public. It became a National Historic Landmark
four years later.

In the early 1990s, the men established the
Fisher House program to provide our service
members and their families with temporary
lodging at military bases and VA medical facili-
ties all across the United States. This unique
private-public partnership enables families to
stay together while undergoing long-term med-
ical treatment from injury or illness. Over
10,000 military families are guests at a Fisher
House every year, and their expenses are
taken care of by the Foundation.

Stern and Fisher also created the Fisher
Center for Alzheimer's Research Foundation
at Rockefeller University, where Stern served
as President and CEO of the Board of Trust-
ees. Since 1995, the Foundation has been on
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the cutting-edge of Alzheimer's treatment and
research. Shortly after Mr. Fisher's death in
2001, Stern created the Michael Stern Parkin-
son’s Research Foundation, which has pro-
vided over $18 million for Parkinson’s re-
search.

Madam Speaker, | knew Michael Stern
through his work with the Fisher House pro-
gram and the Intrepid Museum. I've had the
privilege of visiting Fisher Houses throughout
our nation, and speaking with hundreds of our
military families who are forever grateful be-
cause of their generosity and support.

At 98 years old, Michael Stern lived a full
and envious life. My thoughts and prayers are
with his children, Margaret and Michael Jr.,
who are truly blessed by knowing that their fa-
ther dedicated his entire life to helping others,
and inspiring us all with his story.

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Holocaust Remembrance
Day in Israel and the many sacrifices of the
Jewish community. It has been sixty-four
years since the Allies forced an end to the
atrocities of World War Il and the genocide of
two-thirds of the 9 million European Jewish
men, women and children.

Over the centuries, the Jewish people have
persevered through hardships and seemingly
insurmountable persecutions. In spite of these
hardships, they have triumphed and today
have a stable democracy in an important and
volatile region. Still, they are surrounded by
often hostile neighbors, some of whom have
vowed to seek lsrael's destruction and deny
their very right to exist. Israel is a beacon of
hope to Jews and freedom-loving people
around the world.

Peace can never be achieved by asking
Israel to risk its security. It is vital to our na-
tional interests to support Israel and work for
peaceful relations in the region.

While a lasting peace has been elusive for
Israel, one thing is certain—it will only come
when every country in the region feels secure
and safe from outside threats. | am proud, and
America must be proud, to call Israel an ally
and friend.

On this day of remembrance in Israel, |
stand to ask every Member of this body to
take a moment to reflect on the tragedy of
genocide—and in particular the suffering of
our Jewish allies.

HONORING JAMES M. HENRY

HON. ZACH WAMP

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
honor James “Jim” M. Henry of Kingston,
Tennessee. The citizens of Roane County
have chosen Jim for its Lifetime Achievement
Award because of his demonstrated commit-
ment to the county as a former City Council-
man, Mayor and member of the State Legisla-
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ture in addition to his dedication to children
and adults with special needs.

Jim was born on February 22, 1945, in Jef-
ferson City, Tennessee, to Scobey and Lorene
Henry. He and his wife Pat were married in
December 1988 and have three children,
John, Jimmy Jr., and Liesa. Jim is quick to
credit his wife Pat as the driving force in his
life and the real secret to his continued suc-
cess.

In 1971 at the age of 26, Jim was elected
city councilman in Kingston, Tennessee, and
served in that capacity until 1973 when he
was elected Mayor of Kingston, an office
which he held until 1978. He was elected to
the Tennessee House of Representatives from
the 32d Legislative District in 1978 where he
served until 1990. In his first term, he served
as the chairman of the Republican caucus
(1978-1980), and he was elected as the
House Minority Leader in 1980, a position he
held until 1986. While in the Legislature, Jim
Henry also served as the Chairman of the
Tennessee Republican Party from 1984 to
1988.

Jim was an early advocate and supporter of
the Michael Dunn Center, a school and center
in Roane County for special needs children.
Jim Henry is currently the President and CEO
of Omni Visions, Inc., a business that provides
services to developmentally disabled and trou-
bled children and adults. Omni Visions cur-
rently supports more than 1,000 children and
adults in four states including Tennessee,
North Carolina, Kentucky and Georgia.

Jim Henry is a man of integrity, loyalty and
outstanding leadership who has truly distin-
guished himself through his commitment and
service. The citizens of Roane County are
very fortunate to have a man of his caliber as
a pillar of the community. So today | honor my
friend, Jim Henry for this award.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HOLO-
CAUST MEMORIAL DAY PRO-
GRAM

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise in recognition of the Holocaust
Memorial Day program, which commemorates
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of April 19, 1943
and Yom HaShoah, a day of remembrance for
the six million Jews who were killed in the Hol-
ocaust. The event, which will be held in my
Congressional District, specifically honors six
survivors: Jeannette Adler of Glen Rock, Gun-
ther Apfel of EImwood Park, Ray Fischler of
Wayne, Marion Coti of Bergenfield, and Jo-
seph Grabczk and Leoni Salomon of Fair
Lawn, New Jersey.

MICROFINANCE CAPACITY
BUILDING ACT OF 2009

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, today my
colleague Mr. MEEKS and | are introducing the
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Microfinance Capacity Building Act of 2009.
This bi-partisan effort aims to build the human
capacity of microfinance networks working to
empower the poor in developing countries
across the globe.

Microcredit—the provision of small, collat-
eral-free loans to the poor in developing na-
tions enable poor families to increase their in-
come and have an immediate and lasting im-
pact on quality of life—the ability to afford
food, shelter, education and healthcare. As
business income increases, the business is
able to expand, and the effect spreads beyond
the family into the local community, through
employment and contribution to the local
economy. Thus, the benefits of microfinance
help grow not just businesses, but stronger
communities as well.

It is widely recognized that the lack of
human capital is the greatest constraint to the
growth of practitioner organizations in the
microfinance industry. According to some in-
dustry estimates, in order to meet the antici-
pated demand for microfinance, the industry
will have to hire 1.6 million new loan officers
alone in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
Near East, assuming a loan officer to client
ratio of 1:300. And that figure does not include
the skilled middle and senior managers that
microfinance organizations are struggling to
find and retain.

The microfinance capacity-building activities
supported by this legislation are intended to
drive innovation and provide comprehensive
solutions that address the lack of human ca-
pacity in developing countries, particularly in
sub-Saharan Africa. These activities will pro-
vide a ’framework for a regional and sub-re-
gional approach to maximizing economies of
scale and should focus predominately on edu-
cating and training country nationals in order
to build capacity in the microfinance industry
in developing countries.

Through its strategic investment in building
microfinance human capacity, this bill would
make it possible for more of the world’s poor
to access financial services to enable them to
start or expand a business, develop a steady
income and create jobs for their neighbors.

———

IN MEMORY OF JOHN SPOOR
BROOME

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, | rise in
memory of John Spoor “Jack” Broome, a
member of one of Ventura County, California’s
pioneer families; a successful rancher; a gen-
erous philanthropist; an adventurer; and a
friend to my wife, Janice, and me.

Jack Broome lived 91 productive and enjoy-
able years before suffering several strokes this
year and passing away earlier this month at
the Oxnard Plain ranch he loved and man-
aged since 1946.

As a rancher, Jack’s feet were firmly on the
ground—>but that did not keep him from flying
solo for the first time at age 17, serving as a
pilot trainer and pilot for the Army Air Force’s
Air Transport Command over the North Atlan-
tic during World War I, flying for American Air-
lines, flying a solo round-trip flight across the
Atlantic at age 68 and continuing to pilot until
just recently.
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