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Reggie Copeland Sr., just three days before 
he was sent to Germany with the U.S. Army 
in 1950. 

Betty’s first priority was raising her children 
and later her grandchildren. She was known 
for seamstress skills and for being a prolific 
note-writer. Whenever she saw something in 
the newspaper about someone she knew, she 
would clip it out and send it to them with a 
personal note. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in remembering a dedicated community 
leader and friend to many throughout south 
Alabama. Elizabeth Ann Pittroff Copeland will 
be dearly missed by her family—her husband, 
Mobile City Council President Reggie 
Copeland Sr.; their five children, Reggie 
Copeland Jr., Randy Copeland and his wife 
Alison, Gayle Phillips and her husband Lee, 
Riley Copeland and his wife Penny, and Russ 
Copeland and his wife Leigh; their 12 grand-
children, Tre’ Copeland, Ryder Copeland, 
Randall Copeland, Anna Copeland, Grace 
Copeland, Jordan Phillips, Will Phillips, Riley 
Phillips, Conrad Copeland, Cunningham 
Copeland, Madison Copeland, and Anderson 
Copeland; and her sister, Mary Ellen Ham and 
her husband Victor—as well as the countless 
friends she leaves behind. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all 
during this difficult time. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF C. 
RAY BAKER 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the service and commit-
ment of C. Ray Baker who has devoted his life 
to helping make ‘‘Life worth living in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas.’’ 

Ray Baker has been a lifelong champion of 
Fort Smith. He’s shown his love for the com-
munity through serving its citizens for the past 
19 years as Mayor. 

He shared his enthusiasm for the commu-
nity with the generations of students he taught 
over his 46 years as an educator. His legacy 
is far reaching beyond the halls of Southside 
High School where he taught for 44 years. 

He has received numerous awards and 
commendations for his years in the classroom 
including being named Arkansas PTA Teacher 
of the Year, a Milken Family National Educa-
tor, Arkansas Teacher of the Year and Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution National 
American History Teacher of the Year. 

Teaching was only one passion, he has 
dedicated countless hours volunteering for 
civic service organizations and the energy he 
brings to ribbon cuttings, groundbreakings and 
awards ceremonies and special community 
events is contagious. His dedication to Fort 
Smith has inspired an award named after him, 
the ‘‘Ray Baker Lifetime Achievement Award.’’ 

Ray is a true American hero. He has had a 
tremendous impact on me because of the way 
he lives his life. 

His energetic spirit has given us all strength, 
and we are fortunate to have his leadership 
and dedication. Fort Smith is a better place 
because of Ray Baker. 

CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF STONY BROOK UNI-
VERSITY PRESIDENT SHIRLEY 
STRUM KENNY 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Stony Brook University 
President, Shirley Strum Kenny, on the occa-
sion of her being recognized as a Stony Brook 
University ‘‘Star’’ at the Tenth Annual Stars of 
Stony Brook Gala. In her numerous roles in 
the field of education, President Kenny has 
demonstrated her commitment to the principle 
that education remains the key to breaking 
down our own economic barriers and to secur-
ing our nation’s standing in the world. I com-
mend President Kenny for her commitment to 
public education and dedication to the egali-
tarian notion that a higher education should be 
affordable and accessible to all. This commit-
ment is in the finest traditions of Stony Brook 
University and the State University of New 
York system as a whole. 

In 1994, President Kenny began her tenure 
as the first woman President of the University. 
Since that time, Stony Brook has experienced 
a renaissance with expansions in the opportu-
nities it provides across the board: from Divi-
sion I Athletics to major improvements to the 
Stony Brook University Medical Center. During 
her presidency, enrollment has increased from 
17,500 to more than 23,000, faculty numbers 
are up 8 percent, and demand for a Stony 
Brook University education has increased ex-
ponentially. With President Kenny’s leader-
ship, Stony Brook University has undertaken 
major construction projects, including the 
Charles B. Wang Center, a Stony Brook Man-
hattan campus, the Simons Center for Geom-
etry and Physics, new buildings for Life 
Sciences, Humanities, and Engineering, and 
most recently, the Stony Brook University 
Southampton campus. 

Concerned about our nation’s educational 
system as a whole, President Kenny has been 
a leader for national reform. She launched and 
chaired the Boyer Commission on Educating 
Undergraduates in the Research University, 
which produced a report advocating a dynamic 
model of education that would engage stu-
dents and inspire them to conduct research 
consistent with the unique resources of each 
institution. She has served as Chair of the As-
sociation for American Colleges and Univer-
sities, and as a board member of the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. 

President Kenny’s impact on countless num-
bers of students, to whom she has dedicated 
her life and work, is immeasurable. For her 
selfless dedication to her students and com-
mitment to advancing education for all, I ask 
all my colleagues in the House to please join 
me in honoring President Shirley Strum 
Kenny. 
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HONORING CHARLES W. BETZ 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor Mr. Charles W. 

Betz, recently awarded the 2008 Congres-
sional Volunteer Recognition Award by the 
2nd Congressional District of Maryland’s Vet-
erans Advisory Council. Charles has been se-
lected to receive this award because of his 
volunteer service and based on his out-
standing dedication to serving the needs of 
veterans within his community. 

Veterans of the United States Armed Forces 
have dedicated themselves to protecting the 
lives of every American. Their service to our 
Nation deserves the highest level of gratitude. 
It is of the utmost importance that we take the 
time to recognize the individuals who give of 
their time and talents to support veterans and 
ensure their comfort, care, and well-being. 

Mr. Betz has been a strong advocate for 
veterans of the Armed Forces through his of-
fice as Post Surgeon and Hospital Chairman 
of the VFW. Not only does he give of his time 
to prepare and execute visits to the Baltimore 
VA Rehabilitation and Extended Care Center, 
but he and his wife also coordinate activities 
for the residents. Their group sing-a-longs and 
Bingo games are always received with much 
appreciation. 

Despite personal health problems, with both 
knee and shoulder surgeries, Mr. Betz has 
continued to volunteer at least 30 hours a 
month. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Mr. Charles W. Betz. His com-
passion and dedication to veterans of the U.S. 
Armed Forces has become an inspiration to 
us all, and is deserving of the utmost grati-
tude. It is with great pride that I congratulate 
Mr. Betz on his exemplary service as an advo-
cate and a volunteer. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE LOCAL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT HATE 
CRIMES PREVENTION ACT OF 
2009 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to introduce the bipartisan Local Law 
Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 
2009, along with Representatives KIRK, FRANK, 
BIGGERT, BALDWIN, ROS-LEHTINEN, NADLER, 
BONO MACK and POLIS. This legislation will 
provide assistance to state and local law en-
forcement agencies and amend federal law to 
facilitate the investigation and prosecution of 
violent, bias-motivated crimes. Last Congress, 
this legislation passed with bipartisan support 
by a vote of 237–180. Bipartisan majorities 
have also voted in favor of hate crimes legisla-
tion for the last three consecutive Congresses. 
With a strong statement of Presidential sup-
port, the time has finally come for the enact-
ment of this important legislation. 

The Hate Crimes Prevention Act has at-
tracted the support of nearly 300 civil rights, 
education, religious, and civic organizations. 
Importantly, virtually every major law enforce-
ment organization in the country has endorsed 
the bill—including the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, the National District Attor-
neys Association, the National Sheriffs Asso-
ciation, the Police Executive Research Forum, 
and 31 state Attorneys General. 

At a time when our nation is celebrating its 
diversity, bias crimes are disturbingly prevalent 
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and pose a significant threat to the full partici-
pation of all Americans in our democratic soci-
ety. In the wake of the November Presidential 
election, the Southern Poverty Law Center has 
detailed hundreds of hate crime incidents, 
vandalism and threats, including the election- 
night assault of Alie Kamara on Staten Island 
by two teenagers who shouted racial epithets 
and ‘‘Obama!’’ as they beat him. Moreover, 
statistics have shown hate crimes against 
Latinos and Asian Americans rising steadily 
over the past four years as the immigration 
has grown more intense. In the last eight 
months, there have three brutal hate-related 
murders of Latinos in New York and Pennsyl-
vania. While intolerance may be in retreat, its 
presence is still felt in many minority commu-
nities. 

The FBI has the best national data on re-
ported hate crime, though the program is vol-
untary. Since 1991, the FBI has documented 
over 118,000 hate crimes. For the year 2007, 
the most current data available, the FBI com-
piled reports from law enforcement agencies 
across the country identifying 7,624 bias-moti-
vated criminal incidents that were directed 
against an individual because of their personal 
characteristics. Law enforcement agencies 
identified 9,535 victims arising from 9,006 sep-
arate criminal offenses. As in the past, racially 
motivated bias accounted for approximately 
half (50.8 %) of all incidents. Religious bias 
accounted for 1,400 incidents (18.4 %) and 
sexual orientation bias accounted for 1,265 in-
cidents—(16.6 %), followed by ethnicity/na-
tional origin bias with 1,007 incidents— 
(13.2%). While these numbers are disturbing, 
it is important to note that, for a variety of rea-
sons, hate crimes are seriously under-re-
ported. 

Despite the deep impact of hate violence on 
communities, current law limits federal jurisdic-
tion over hate crimes to incidents directed 
against individuals on the basis of race, reli-
gion, color or national origin—but only when 
the victim is targeted because he/she is en-
gaged in a federally protected activity, such as 
voting. Further, the statutes do not permit fed-
eral involvement in a range of cases where 
crimes are motivated by bias against the vic-
tim’s perceived sexual orientation, gender, 
gender identity, or disability. The federal gov-
ernment must have authority to be involved in 
investigating and prosecuting these crimes 
when state authorities cannot or will not do so. 

This legislation, which is identical to the 
version approved in the 110th Congress, will 
strengthen existing federal law in the same 
way that the Church Arson Prevention Act of 
1996 helped federal prosecutors combat 
church arson: by addressing the unduly rigid 
jurisdictional requirements under federal law. 
The bill only applies to bias-motivated violent 
crimes and does not impinge public speech or 
writing in any way. In fact, the measure in-
cludes an explicit First Amendment free 
speech protection for the accused modeled on 
the existing Washington state hate crimes 
statute. This bill will only apply to criminal con-
duct that is already being prosecuted. 

State and local authorities currently pros-
ecute the overwhelming majority of hate 
crimes and will continue to do so under this 
legislation. The federal government will con-
tinue to defer to state and local authorities in 
the vast majority of cases; the Attorney Gen-
eral or other high ranking Justice Department 
official must approve any prosecutions under-

taken pursuant to this law, ensuring federal re-
straint. However, in appropriate cir-
cumstances, the federal government will be 
able to provide support for local prosecu-
tions—an intergovernmental grant program 
created by this legislation will make Justice 
Department technical, forensic or prosecutorial 
assistance available. The legislation also au-
thorizes the Attorney General to make grants 
to state and local law enforcement agencies 
that have incurred extraordinary expenses as-
sociated with the investigation and prosecution 
of hate crimes. 

Hate crime statistics do not speak for them-
selves. Behind each of the statistics is an indi-
vidual or community targeted for violence for 
no other reason than race, religion, color, na-
tional origin, sexual orientation, gender, gen-
der identity, or disability. Law enforcement au-
thorities and civic leaders have learned that a 
failure to address the problem of bias crime 
can cause a seemingly isolated incident to 
fester into widespread tension that can dam-
age the social fabric of the wider community. 
The Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Pre-
vention Act of 2009 is a constructive and 
measured response to a problem that con-
tinues to plague our nation. These are crimes 
that shock and shame our national con-
science. They should be subject to com-
prehensive federal law enforcement assist-
ance and prosecution. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. VIC 
MORGAN 

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, I wish 
to congratulate my friend, Dr. Vic Morgan, as 
he formally retires after 18 years of serving as 
President of Sul Ross State University. 

Throughout his tenure as President, Dr. 
Morgan has demonstrated strong leadership 
and a commitment to providing a valuable 
academic experience for the students of Sul 
Ross State University. Having begun his ca-
reer at SRSU as an Associate Professor of 
Mathematics, Dr. Morgan is the first faculty 
member to be promoted from within the Uni-
versity to its highest position. 

In addition to having fulfilled his responsibil-
ities as President, Dr. Morgan remained ex-
tremely active in professional organizations in 
mathematics, student affairs, and educational 
administration. He has exemplified community 
service through his selfless work with the 
Church of Christ, the Lions Club, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and numerous youth related ac-
tivities and organizations. 

After a decorated career at Sul Ross State 
University, Dr. Vic Morgan will retire having 
left a lasting impact on so many students and 
teachers whose lives he’s touched. As a 
former educator myself, I am especially thank-
ful for his steadfast commitment to students 
and educators in Texas’ 23rd Congressional 
District. I wish to extend my sincerest wishes 
to Dr. Vic Morgan and his family for a healthy 
and much deserved retirement. 

HONORING THE DOGWOOD TRAIL 
MAIDS FOR PARTICIPATING IN 
THE NATIONAL CHERRY BLOS-
SOM FESTIVAL 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the Dogwood Trail Maids for 
being selected to participate in this year’s Na-
tional Cherry Blossom Festival. 

Held annually, the Cherry Blossom festival 
commemorates the 1912 gift of 3,000 cherry 
trees from the mayor of Tokyo to the city of 
Washington and honors the lasting friendship 
between the United States and Japan. 

Today, more than a million people travel to 
Washington each year to see the blossoming 
cherry trees and attend events that signal the 
beginning of spring in our Nation’s capital. 

For 49 years, the Dogwood Trail Pageant 
and Scholarship Program—comprised of six 
high school girls from Baldwin County—com-
plete nearly 200 hours of community service 
and make more than 50 appearances, includ-
ing festivals, charity runs and ceremonies. The 
trail maids were even invited to both of Gov-
ernor Bob Riley’s Inaugural parades. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating the Dogwood Trail Maids 
for their participation in the 2009 National 
Cherry Blossom Festival. I know Baldwin 
County and indeed, the State of Alabama are 
so proud for these young ladies to travel to 
Washington and participate in the organiza-
tion’s first Cherry Blossom parade. 

f 

HONORING GARY CHASEY FOR 
‘‘CITIZEN OF THE YEAR’’ AWARD 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the exceptional service and 
leadership of Mr. Gary Chasey of Athens, 
Texas. Mr. Chasey has served his community 
for years in many capacities and was recently 
recognized as the ‘‘Citizen of the Year’’ by the 
Athens Chamber of Commerce. 

Gary, along with his wife, Sharon, volun-
teers with Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA). Through this very special and impor-
tant capacity, Gary has changed the lives of 
dozens of children in his community. As a 
CASA volunteer, he looks after the interest of 
children who are in the court system. He has 
spent countless hours advocating and watch-
ing over abused and neglected children. 

For several years, Gary has served as 
President and Vice-President for Labor of 
Love of Henderson County. Labor of Love is 
an organization that repairs homes for those in 
the community who cannot afford to make re-
pairs or complete maintenance tasks. As a 
leader in Labor of Love, Gary has helped in-
crease completed projects by over 90%. His fi-
nancial expertise, leadership and tireless work 
ethic have undoubtedly benefited countless 
citizens. 

In addition, Gary is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church and is active with the 
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