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In this way, the bill strikes a careful balance 

between the public’s right to know and the 
needs of law enforcement, national security, 
and the fair administration of justice. 

The protections of this bill have never been 
more crucial to a free press and an informed 
public. In recent years, the press has been 
under assault, as reporters are increasingly 
being subpoenaed—and in some cases im-
prisoned—for refusing to open their notebooks 
and disclose their confidential sources. 

Right now, for example, a Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning reporter for the Detroit Free Press named 
David Ashenfelter faces possible contempt 
charges for refusing to disclose sources who 
exposed serious prosecutorial misconduct. In 
the last Congress, Pulitzer Prize-winner Bill 
Safire and others testified on the importance 
of this bill. President Bush’s Solicitor General 
Ted Olson also strongly supports press shield 
legislation. 

H.R. 985 has been carefully tailored through 
the legislative process and represents a well- 
considered, bipartisan, consensus approach. 
The bill was significantly revised and amended 
during the proceedings of the last Congress to 
address concerns of Members and the Execu-
tive Branch that it strike a more sensitive bal-
ance in the areas of terrorism, national secu-
rity, and other critical areas. These changes 
and revisions markedly strengthened the bill, 
and it passed the House by an overwhelming 
bipartisan vote of 398 to 21. 

This legislation has the strong support of 
members on both sides of the aisle. It is also 
supported by more than 100 editorial boards, 
and a diverse group of over 50 media compa-
nies and organizations, including the News-
paper Association of America, the Associated 
Press, the National Association of Broad-
casters, News Corp., as well as CNN and all 
the broadcast networks. This broad and bipar-
tisan support only underscores the importance 
of this measure. 

Even a bill with such strong support is still 
open to improvement, however, and I would 
like to identify one aspect of the revisions in-
troduced during the last Congress that may 
have some unwelcome and unintended con-
sequences. At that time, we appropriately re-
vised the definition of a ‘‘covered person’’ to 
include the requirement that the person be 
‘‘regularly’’ engaged in journalism. That limita-
tion ensures that a person cannot claim the 
protections of the Act by simply putting up a 
Web site and claiming to be a reporter after 
receiving a Federal subpoena. 

At the same time, however, we also added 
a requirement that, to be covered by the Act, 
a person must earn a ‘‘substantial portion of 
the person’s livelihood’’ or ‘‘substantial finan-
cial gain’’ from reporting activities. I appreciate 
the effort to strike a careful balance reflected 
in this change, but I have some concern that, 
as media evolves and online reporting and cit-
izen journalism become more and more promi-
nent, this definition may deny credible, respon-
sible reporters and commentators the protec-
tion of the Act, which I do not believe is 
Congress’s intent. 

Furthermore, in an era of mass layoffs in 
the news business, some displaced journalists 
may elect to continue their reporting on a part- 
time or freelance basis, or may simply carry 
on their work in the public interest on their 
own time even if they obtain other employ-

ment outside the professional press. To my 
mind, such persons should retain the protec-
tion of the Act, but the language may be am-
biguous in this type of situation. 

Finally, while I appreciate that the current 
definition of ‘‘covered person’’ will cover many 
responsible, established bloggers, more and 
more good and significant reporting is being 
done by small, local blogs or by true volun-
teers who engage in journalism on their own 
time, but do so with credibility, profes-
sionalism, and integrity. Not all bloggers meet 
these standards, of course, but many do, and 
I would hope they will be entitled to the pro-
tections of the Act in its final form. Indeed, 
given the sensationalistic quality of a good 
deal of modern professional ‘‘journalism,’’ it 
strikes me as somewhat arbitrary to exclude 
serious political reporters and commentators 
from coverage simply because of the tech-
nology they use or the price they charge. 

I note that the Senate version of this legisla-
tion uses a more functional test to define a 
‘‘covered person,’’ focusing on the nature and 
regularity of the person’s activities rather than 
the financial compensation that they earn. 
Such an approach appears to strike a thought-
ful balance between covering people who 
have the earned the right to be considered 
journalists, but denying coverage in situations 
where it is more likely to be inappropriate or 
exploited. I am hopeful that as this bill con-
tinues through the legislative process, we will 
look closely at the Senate language and con-
sider adopting it into the final law. 

I would like to commend my Judiciary Com-
mittee colleague RICK BOUCHER of Virginia, 
the lead sponsor of this bill, for his tireless 
work on this issue. 

I would also like to recognize MIKE PENCE of 
Indiana and BOB GOODLATTE of Virginia for 
their efforts in strengthening the bill and ensur-
ing that we could bring a truly bipartisan 
measure to the House. 

f 

FAMILY SMOKING PREVENTION 
AND TOBACCO CONTROL ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 1, 2009 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H.R. 1256, the Family Smoking 
Prevention and Tobacco Control Act. This bi-
partisan legislation would grant the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) long-needed au-
thority to regulate the manufacture, sale, dis-
tribution and marketing of tobacco products. 

As we all know, tobacco related diseases 
contribute to the death of 400,000 Americans 
and costs the nation’s health care system 
nearly $100 billion each year. The most tragic 
part of this statistic is that virtually all of these 
deaths are preventable. It is alarming that pre-
ventable diseases such as emphysema, heart 
disease and cancer all can be attributed to the 
use of tobacco. We must do everything we 
can to end preventable suffering and death 
due to tobacco use. And as we look towards 
significant, comprehensive health reform legis-
lation, this bill is critically important to achiev-
ing our goal of a healthier nation. 

The FDA has the scientific expertise and 
regulatory experience to understand complex 
tobacco products, stipulate changes and ad-
dress how these changes interact with the 
marketing that impacts consumer behavior. 
The FDA is the best agency to regulate to-
bacco products because it is regularly en-
gaged in evaluating the scientific and technical 
evidence related to the safety or lack thereof 
of consumer products, as well as examining 
issues related to access, marketing and claims 
made about these products. 

Continuing to allow tobacco manufacturers 
to escape any sort of regulation when food, 
drug, device and other manufacturers are sub-
ject to oversight is unacceptable. Congress 
cannot leave tobacco products, the number 
one preventable cause of death, unregulated. 
Tobacco companies should not remain free to 
manipulate their products by secretly increas-
ing nicotine levels or adding candy flavorings 
to entice children. We need to do what we can 
to reduce the harm of tobacco products and 
FDA is the only agency with the level of ex-
pertise required to take on this task. 

Colleagues, we can all agree that the FDA 
faces significant challenges, is in desperate 
need of new, effective leadership and a com-
mitment from this Congress to implement the 
necessary changes. H.R. 1256 is not in con-
flict with those changes. The legislation cre-
ates a new, separate center for tobacco prod-
uct regulation within FDA and establishes user 
fees—paid for by the manufacturers and im-
porters of the tobacco products regulated by 
FDA—to fully fund the agency’s new work re-
lating to tobacco products. None of the posi-
tions or funding for the new Center for To-
bacco Regulation will be taken from existing 
FDA resources. I am pleased that the bill be-
fore us includes language that maintains the 
same role of the Appropriations Committee 
with regard to the fees in this bill that the 
Committee has with regard to other FDA user 
fees Providing the FDA with authority over to-
bacco products is completely consistent with 
FDA’s core mission to protect the public 
health. 

This bill has strong bipartisan support, and 
is endorsed by key groups including the Amer-
ican Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, 
the American Heart Association, the American 
Lung Association, the American Medical Asso-
ciation and Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids 
and more than 1000 other health, medical, 
consumer, community and faith groups. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 
154, I would ask that the RECORD reflect that 
I am in favor of H. Res. 273, Recognizing the 
188th anniversary of the Independence of 
Greece and Celebrating Greek and American 
Democracy. I was present and voted in favor 
of the resolution, but my vote was not re-
corded by the electronic device. I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE PIKEVILLE KEN-

TUCKY SOCIAL SECURITY OF-
FICE 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to commend the staff of the 
Pikeville Kentucky Social Security Office for 
their strong, effective, and compassionate 
service to the people of Kentucky. Their dedi-
cation and service has earned them the pres-
tigious Social Security’s Administration’s Best 
Level Two Office in the Atlanta Region Award. 

Social Security plays an important role in 
the lives of more Americans than any other 
federal program. Whether providing a Social 
Security number for a newborn baby, mailing 
a check to a retired worker, or helping a dis-
abled individual receive benefits, the Social 
Security Administration touches the lives of 
everyone. 

The field office in Pikeville, Kentucky, is a 
shining example for this extensive federal 
agency. The Pikeville staff consistently goes 
beyond the call of duty to provide valuable 
benefits to the people of Kentucky. Because of 
this unwavering commitment to helping others, 
the Social Security Administration recognized 
the Pikeville Office as the Best Level Two Of-
fice in the Atlanta Region. This is the highest 
honor a social security office can receive. 

This award would not be possible if it 
weren’t for the committed individuals who 
have dedicated their lives to public service. 
The Pikeville office is professional, courteous, 
and goes above and beyond in order to en-
sure the highest quality of service to all those 
who are in need of their assistance. This 
award is a reflection of each and every em-
ployee’s exceptional performance in delivering 
quality public-centered service in a timely and 
efficient manner. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of my col-
leagues and myself, I want to thank the staff 
at the Pikeville Social Security Office for their 
hard work and dedication to serving the peo-
ple of Kentucky. These fine Americans are an 
inspiration to us all, and I salute them for their 
commitment to helping others. 

f 

PRIMARY CARE DENTAL ACA-
DEMIC WORKFORCE DEVELOP-
MENT ACT OF 2009 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, today I am 
introducing the Primary Care Dental Academic 
Workforce Development Act of 2009. 

Dental decay is the most common chronic 
childhood disease in the U.S. and also one of 
the most preventable. More than one quarter 
of American children between the ages of 2 
and 4, half of children between ages 6 and 8, 
and nearly 60 percent of 15 year-old children 
suffer from dental decay. Despite this, schools 
of dentistry in the United States are experi-
encing difficulty in recruiting and retaining the 
expert faculty needed to train our nation’s fu-
ture dentists. 

A strong dental faculty is needed to recruit 
and train the dental students needed to pro-
vide exceptional dental care to our nation’s 
children. Yet, the nation is currently experi-
encing a shortage of pediatric dental faculty. 
While pediatric dentists treat only about 30 
percent of children, they are responsible for 
training all of the dentists who treat children. 
A critical factor in this shortage is the stag-
gering student loan debt and income disparity 
compared to private practice. The average 
graduating dental student loan debt was 
$158,104 in 2006, yet faculty positions gen-
erally only provide a third of the income as a 
private practice which many would-be faculty 
simply cannot afford. 

Addressing the pediatric faculty shortage is 
especially critical for ensuring that children re-
ceive appropriate dental care from an early 
age and is absolutely essential in determining 
the quality of their oral health throughout their 
life. Further, the tragic death of Deamonte 
Driver in 2007 highlights that poor oral health 
can have tragic health outcomes, including 
death. Such tragedies should he avoided at all 
costs in the future. 

For these reasons, my colleague Represent-
ative MIKE SIMPSON and I are introducing the 
Primary Care Dental Academic Workforce De-
velopment Act of 2009. This legislation would 
expand authority under the current Title VII 
pediatric and general dentistry program to 
allow these training programs to utilize these 
grants funds to support loan repayment for up 
to $250,000 over five years in order to recruit 
and retain faculty. This authority would signifi-
cantly’ assist in recruitment and retention of 
pediatric dentistry faculty. Currently, pediatric 
dentistry programs may apply for Title VII 
funding to expand or enhance training pro-
grams, but not for faculty loan repayment. 

Our nation’s children deserve the best med-
ical care that our nation has to offer. In order 
to provide this, we need to ensure we have 
the resources to train our health professionals. 
I am proud to introduce the Primary Care Den-
tal Academic Workforce Development Act of 
2009, and I urge your full consideration of this 
important legislation. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE TEACHER TAX 
CUT ACT AND THE PROFES-
SIONAL EDUCATORS TAX RELIEF 
ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce two pieces of legislation that raise 
the pay of teachers and other educators by 
cutting their taxes. I am sure that all my col-
leagues agree that it is long past time to begin 
treating those who have dedicated their lives 
to educating America’s children with the re-
spect they deserve. Compared to other profes-
sionals, educators are under-appreciated and 
under-paid. This must change if America is to 
have the finest education system in the world! 

Quality education is impossible without qual-
ity teaching. If we continue to undervalue edu-
cators, it will become harder to attract, and 
keep, good people in the education profes-
sion. While educators’ pay is primarily a local 
issue, Congress can, and should, help raise 

educators’ take home pay by reducing edu-
cators’ taxes. 

This is why I am introducing the Teachers 
Tax Cut Act. This legislation provides every 
teacher in America with a $3,000 tax credit. I 
am also introducing the Professional Edu-
cators Tax Relief Act, which extends the 
$3,000 tax credit to counselors, librarians, and 
all school personnel involved in any aspect of 
the K–12 academic program. 

The Teacher Tax Cut Act and the Profes-
sional Educators Tax Relief Act increase the 
salaries of teachers and other education pro-
fessionals without raising federal expenditures. 
By raising the take-home pay of professional 
educators, these bills encourage highly quali-
fied people to enter, and remain in, education. 
These bills also let America’s professional 
educators know that the American people and 
the Congress respect their work. 

I hope all my colleagues join me in sup-
porting our nation’s teachers and other profes-
sional educators by cosponsoring the Teacher 
Tax Cut Act and the Professional Educators 
Tax Relief Act. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF EZRA 
‘‘BUD’’ AND MARY CAROTHERS 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 2, 2009 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, the town of 
Winfield, Alabama recently lost two dear 
friends, and I rise today to honor Ezra Bonner 
‘‘Bud’’ Carothers and Mary Lee Hill Carothers 
and pay tribute to their memory. 

A native of Marion County, Bud was a resi-
dent of the Winfield area most of his life. He 
graduated from Sidney Lanier High School in 
Montgomery and attended the University of 
Alabama. He was in the U.S. Marine Corps 
and served in Okinawa, Iwo Jima, Philippines, 
Peluloe and Saipan. 

Mary was also a native of Marion County. 
She graduated from Winfield High School and 
went on to attend Fairfax Hall College in 
Waynesboro, Virginia, as well as the Univer-
sity of Alabama. 

Loved by their family, respected by the en-
tire community, Bud and Mary are perhaps 
best known for the Winfield Quick Freeze, a 
meat processing facility in Winfield that the 
couple owned and operated for almost four 
decades. They were also both active members 
of Winfield First United Methodist Church. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in remembering two dedicated community 
leaders known to many throughout northwest 
Alabama. 

Ezra Bonner ‘‘Bud’’ Carothers and Mary Lee 
Hill Carothers will be dearly missed by their 
family—their sons, William Russell Carothers 
II and his wife Becky, and Robert Leroy 
‘‘Bubba’’ Carothers and his wife Rebecca; 
their eight grandchildren, Melissa Carothers 
Beard, William Russell Carothers III, Christian 
Hill Carothers, Robert Leroy Carothers Jr., 
Brooks Reed Carothers, Ryan Lee Carothers, 
Julia Gardner, and Amanda Gardner; their 
eight great-grandchildren, Mary Kate Beard, 
Spencer Beard, Will Carothers, John 
Carothers, Nicholus Carothers, Elizabeth 
Carothers, Allie Carothers, and Caroline 
Carothers; and nieces and nephews—as well 
as the countless friends they have left behind. 
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