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youthful sense of humor and her passion
about changing American politics.

Madam Speaker, Matilda Garcia is a highly
regarded woman who has touched the lives of
many in Tampa. | am proud to call her my
neighbor, and | join many others to applaud
her lifelong contribution to the Tampa Bay
community.

———

INTRODUCING THE ENERGY EFFI-
CIENT AND ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLY AUTOMOBILE TAX
CREDIT ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the Energy Efficient and Environ-
mentally Friendly Automobile Tax Credit Act,
legislation that will help Americans reduce pol-
lution and the amount they pay for gas. My
legislation accomplishes these important goals
by providing Americans a tax credit of up to
$2,000 when they sell or trade in a car and
obtain a vehicle that has at least a 20% higher
average fuel economy than the sold or traded-
in car. The bill also creates a federal tax de-
duction for any state or local taxes paid on the
purchase of the more fuel-efficient automobile
and makes interest on loans to purchase the
more fuel-efficient automobile tax deductible.

This legislation will help Americans reduce
the amount they pay to fill up their cars by
making it easier for them to obtain more fuel-
efficient cars. | hope my colleagues would
agree that Congress should provide free mar-
ket incentives to make it easier for Americans
to exchange their current cars for cars that
create less pollution.

Providing tax deductions and tax credits to
make it easier for Americans to purchase fuel-
efficient automobiles is a win for American
consumers, a win for the environment, and a
win for those of us who favor free market solu-
tions to pollution and high gas prices. | urge
my colleagues to support this legislation.

A TRIBUTE TO NATALIE ADDISON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Natalie Addison, the Assistant
Manager of Collections at Starrett City and
resident of Brooklyn.

Natalie, a native of Queens, was raised in
the Queensbridge Housing Projects. She at-
tended and graduated, with a concentration in
business subjects, from Washington Irving
High School in Manhattan. Pursuing her inter-
est in the field of business after high school
graduation, Natalie excelled at the Berk Busi-
ness School. Natalie was a high achiever who
graduated with the honor of Valedictorian for
Accounting and Business Management.

Continuing to advance on her employment
path, Natalie worked for the Equitable Life In-
surance Company. Always interested to ex-
pand the application of her knowledge, she
transferred to the New York City Board of
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Education and was assigned to the Commu-
nity District 19 office located in the East New
York section of Brooklyn.

Currently, Natalie is employed by Starrett
City at Spring Creek. As the Assistant Man-
ager of Collections, Natalie interacts daily with
Starrett’s legal department. And when life ap-
pears to throw tenants a financial curve ball,
Natalie’s ability to aide people with finding a
method of paying their rent becomes para-
mount.

Her compassion and concern for her con-
stituents demonstrated though her patience
and efforts on their behalf immediately make
the tenants realize the necessity to become
more responsible for the well-being of their
families. She makes an official matter under-
standable by providing a caring voice.

As the “First Lady” of the Alpha Riders MC,
Inc., located in East New York, Natalie was
challenged by a motorcycle accident that left
her seriously injured and hospitalized for four
months. She attributes her rapid recovery to
God and a dedicated staff at the Wartburg Lu-
theran Home For The Aging, where she and
the Alpha Riders still today volunteer their time
each month to others in need of love and as-
sistance.

Natalie has been married to Barry “Mr. B”
Addison for thirty-one years and they are the
proud parents of Ebony, Barry Il and very
proud grandparents of Lil Andre.

TRIBUTE TO SALLY GORDON
HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in honor of a wonderful lady and a
true Nebraska treasure. Today, Sally Gordon
will be celebrating her 100th birthday in a
place which has come to know and love her—
The Nebraska State Capitol.

Sally was the Nebraska Legislature’s first fe-
male Sergeant-at-Arms when she was first
hired in 1983—and she has been putting Ne-
braska lawmakers in their place ever since.

In this day and age, such dedication to pub-
lic service is rare and her amazing stamina
has put many of her colleagues to shame over
the years.

She truly exemplifies the word “elegant”
and | have been blessed to have had the op-
portunity to work with her during my time in
the Nebraska Unicameral.

Sally, may your force never diminish and
your voice never fade.

Happy Birthday.

HONORING WASHINGTON COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the Washington County Historical Soci-
ety and their dedicated preservation of the his-
tory of Washington County and Minnesota.

Founded on April 11th, 1934, the Society
has grown from 75 members meeting in the
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public library to more than 700 members oper-
ating four buildings, two museums and a
growing research library.

In 1941, the Society purchased the War-
den’s House Museum and today it is one of
Minnesota’s oldest buildings and the second
oldest continuously operating house museum.
The Society purchased the Boutwell Cemetery
and the Hay Lake School in 1978 and shortly
thereafter the school’s neighbor, the Johannes
Erickson Log House, was donated for the So-
ciety’s care and restoration. All three buildings
are on the National Register of Historic
Places.

The Society provides educational programs
and historical expertise with the ultimate goal
of collaborating with the community, facilitating
historical discussion and providing an oppor-
tunity for all Washington County residents to
learn and enjoy their area’s history. Minnesota
is so rich with history, heritage, and tradition.
This work is such a tremendous service to us
all.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
and congratulate the Washington County His-
torical Society on their 75th Anniversary. Their
efforts have demonstrated the importance of
historical preservation and resulted in a strong
sense of community heritage throughout
Washington County.

—————

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION REC-
OGNIZING THE CRUCIAL ROLE
OF ASSISTANCE DOGS IN HELP-
ING WOUNDED VETERANS LIVE
MORE INDEPENDENT LIVES, AND
SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF CREATING A TOWER
OF HOPE DAY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce a resolution that ac-
knowledges the admirable role of assistance
dogs in helping our wounded veterans live
more independent lives, expresses gratitude to
the Tower of Hope, and supports the goals
and ideals of creating a Tower of Hope Day.

We currently have over 170,000 troops de-
ployed in Iraq and Afghanistan. Thousands of
those brave service men and women have
been seriously wounded in combat. Many of
these courageous soldiers suffer from brain in-
juries, single and double amputations, and
other traumatic wounds. As a result, they are
required to spend weeks, months, and years
in hospitals recovering from their injuries.

Madam Speaker, we must not forget that
these brave men and women are still in gen-
uine need of assistance to continue their re-
covery. Assistance dogs will help to empower
veterans in need of assistance to live a more
comfortable and independent life.

The Tower of Hope is dedicated to providing
wounded soldiers with service dogs. The
Tower of Hope was created following the Sep-
tember 11th terrorist attacks in an effort to
bring about hope and happiness to our
wounded veterans. Among other things, these
dogs assist wounded veterans with the nec-
essary everyday tasks such as using the
stairs, retrieving items, pulling wheelchairs,
and even turning lights on and off. In addition
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to these essential life tasks, service animals
offer priceless companionship and uncondi-
tional love.

Madam Speaker, we are at a point in our
history where the demand for our troops is
high and the nature of their work puts them in
grave danger on a daily basis. We must not
overlook the great sacrifices that our soldiers
make each and every day in the name of free-
dom. It is unacceptable that fewer than 75 vet-
erans from Iraq and Afghanistan have service
dogs because they cannot afford them or are
unaware of their benefits. Currently, such
brave men and women have to wait up to two
years to receive an assistance animal. Our
soldiers deserve nothing less than our stead-
fast support and access to services that im-
prove their quality of life.

The Tower of Hope has been dedicated to
substantially improving the lives of veterans.
Through tireless and devoted work, the Tower
of Hope has raised funds for training assist-
ance dogs and labored to educate people
about the benefits of such animals. Most of all,
the Tower of Hope has been able to award
grants to veterans, allowing them to enjoy
these dogs’ services at no cost. This resolu-
tion lauds the outstanding work of the Tower
of Hope and expresses gratitude to all the vol-
unteers and donors who have made these
programs possible through their generosity.
Additionally, this resolution supports the goals
and ideals of creating a Tower of Hope Day.

Madam Speaker, throughout the years, this
great nation has been shaped by our willing-
ness to help our neighbors in their greatest
time of need. This giving spirit that defines our
country is embodied in the Tower of Hope. We
owe it to our veterans and the history of this
country to support the development of a pro-
gram that inspires hope and strengthens our
tradition of compassion to those who need it
most.

| urge my colleagues to extend a helping
hand to America’s veterans by supporting this
resolution.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF THE OUTDOOR
LIGHTING EFFICIENCY ACT

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, in 2007,
Congressman UPTON and | introduced legisla-
tion—which became law as part of the Energy
Independence and Security Act—that will rev-
olutionize the way Americans light their
homes.

Our legislation bans the famously inefficient
100-watt incandescent light bulb by 2012,
phases out remaining inefficient light bulbs by
2014, and requires that light bulbs be at least
three times as efficient as today’s 100-watt in-
candescent bulb by 2020.

That bill was the product of bipartisan and
bicameral efforts to forge a consensus be-
tween industry and environmental groups. The
result was not only broadly accepted, it was
groundbreaking. The Alliance to Save Energy
estimates that the provisions will eventually
save $18 billion in energy costs every year,
and prevent the emission of 100 million tons
of carbon dioxide annually by 2030. That's the
equivalent of taking 20 million cars off the
road.
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Today, we will introduce legislation that
builds on this success by setting efficiency
standards for outdoor lighting.

Outdoor lighting currently consumes ap-
proximately 4.4% of all the electricity produced
in the United States. Most of this lighting is
currently provided by outdated and inefficient
technologies.

Our bill sets efficiency standards to phase
out these inefficient technologies (which in-
clude incandescent and halogen lights), pav-
ing the way for more efficient and cost-effec-
tive lights (such as super-efficient light emitting
diodes, or LEDs). The first standard will be set
in 2011, the second in 2013, and the last in
2015. The Department of Energy would then
have the authority to set rules that raise effi-
ciency standards even further.

The bill also requires outdoor lights to come
with bi-level controls, which permit users to
alter the amount of light emitted. You don’t
need the same level of brightness at dusk as
you do in the middle of the night. This is im-
portant, because these controls will give cities,
counties, and other users more control over
their own energy usage, empowering them to
maximize their own energy conservation ef-
forts.

Finally, like in 2007, we protect the efforts of
early innovators such as California, which has
already passed an outdoor lighting standard.
Our bill allows California to fully implement its
law before imposing nationwide preemption.

The energy savings that will flow from these
efficiency improvements are stunning. A lead-
ing industry group estimates that this bill could
eventually reduce energy usage from outdoor
lighting by more than 25%, saving more than
$6 billion in electricity costs every year. That's
the equivalent of more than 50 coal fired
power stations.

And like our 2007 legislation, we are proud
that this bill is a bipartisan, consensus effort
forged after extensive discussions between
leading environmental and industry groups.

The United States will not be able to get its
arms around the twin, daunting challenges of
global climate change and dependence on oil
until we pursue efficiency and energy con-
servation wherever it is technologically fea-
sible.

We believe that this bill, like its 2007 coun-
terpart, is a vital and necessary piece of the
solution. We urge its swift passage.

———

HONORING DEBBIE WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ AND ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor the
work and lives of two remarkable colleagues
from the South Florida Delegation, Congress-
woman DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and
Congresswoman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN. With
unprecedented courage, a love of family and
a strong commitment to service, these women
have made history in our community, our state
and our nation. Today | take the time to honor
their work and thank them.

| had the pleasure of serving with DEBBIE
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ in the Florida State Leg-
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islature, where she made history as the
youngest woman ever elected to the Florida
House at the age of 26, and later the Florida
Senate. | was proud when she joined me in
Congress in 2005 as the first Jewish Con-
gresswoman ever elected from Florida. DEBBIE
works tirelessly for the people of South Florida
and has dedicated her life to public service. In
just four short years, she has made herself
known on Capitol Hill as a leader on the
House Committee on Appropriations and the
Committee on the Judiciary and as a Chief
Deputy Whip for her party.

DEBBIE takes special interest in ensuring
that Americans and people around the world
are treated fairly and with respect. She is a
leader in the Jewish Community, an advocate
of human rights and has introduced and
passed key legislation protecting Florida’s
working families, women and children. Despite
many legislative victories throughout the year,
DEBBIE’s greatest accomplishment is her fam-
ily. Aside from prioritizing the needs of her
constituents, she also makes life at home a
priority as a loving wife to Steve Schultz, her
husband of 17 years, and an exceptional
mother of twins Jake and Rebecca and young-
est daughter Shelby.

We recently learned that DEBBIE success-
fully battled breast cancer after finding a lump
during a routine self-examination last year. In
an effort to create awareness of breast cancer
among young woman she has shared her
story and introduced the EARLY Act, legisla-
tion that develops and implements a national
education campaign to increase awareness of
the threats posed by breast cancer in young
women of all ethnic and cultural backgrounds.
DEBBIE’s story is an inspiration to women
across the nation and she represents what
can be accomplished through hard work, dedi-
cation and perseverance. She is undoubtedly
one of the most influential Members of Con-
gress and | know that a bright future lies
ahead.

ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN has been a public
servant for more than two decades and this
year marks her 20th in the United States Con-
gress. In 1989, she was the first Hispanic
woman and first Cuban-American elected to
the House of Representatives. She began her
career as an educator in Miami, FL and was
elected to the Florida State Legislature in
1982, becoming the first Hispanic woman in
the Florida House. She later served in the
Florida Senate.

ILEANA’s list of accomplishments runs long,
but she is best known for ensuring that the
needs of the diverse community she rep-
resents are met. She takes a particular inter-
est in education, safety for Florida’s families
and protecting our environment. In her role as
the Ranking Member on the House Committee
on Foreign Affairs she has worked to advance
democracy around the world, promote human
rights and improve our nation’s relationships
abroad. She continues to be a strong voice for
the oppressed people of Cuba and an advo-
cate for peace in the Middle East. In 2008
ILEANA’s work was recognized by the State of
Florida when she was inducted into the Florida
Women’s Hall of Fame, a great honor in our
state.

Alongside a successful 25 year career in
public service, has been lleana’s dedication to
her family. She is a loving wife to husband
Dexter Lehtinen, mother of Amanda Michelle
and Patricia Marie and stepmother of Kath-
arine and Douglas. By her side each day are
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