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Chapter; and director of Christian Education
and Sunday School Superintendent for Mac-
edonia Missionary Baptist Church.

He also currently serves on the boards of
several organizations, including the University
of South Alabama, the South Alabama Re-
gional Planning Commission, the Mobile
United Steering Committee, the Mobile Senior
Bowl Committee, the MLK Redevelopment
Corporation, the Mobile County Governmental
Utilities, Mobile County Communication Dis-
trict, Volunteers of America, and Maritime
Center of the Gulf of Mexico. He also serves
as chair of the Metropolitan Planning Organi-
zation and is an emeritus member of the Com-
munity Foundation of Southwest Alabama.

Madam Speaker, | would like to offer my
personal congratulations to Mayor Sam Jones
for being named the Mobilian of the Year for
2008 and in so doing recognize him for his
many outstanding accomplishments.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating a dedicated professional and friend to
many throughout south Alabama. | know his
many friends and colleagues join me in prais-
ing his accomplishments and extending thanks
for his many efforts over the years on behalf
of the city of Mobile and the entire state.

———

RECOGNIZING ZEIDERS ENTER-
PRISES CELEBRATING TWENTY-
FIVE YEARS OF BUSINESS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2009

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the contributions
of Zeiders Enterprises over the 25 years since
its founding in Prince William County, Virginia.
The more than 700 staff members of Zeiders
Enterprises provide services and assistance to
more than 1.5 million military and family mem-
bers at nearly 50 military installations world-
wide each year.

Zeiders employees serve in crucial roles as
clinical counselors, victim advocates, new par-
ent support specialists, financial counselors,
transition specialists, and relocation special-
ists. Through these activities, Zeiders Enter-
prises has made a direct, positive difference in
the lives of individuals, families, their commu-
nities, and the organizations in which they
serve. Especially noteworthy is the role that
Zeiders plays in supporting the special needs
of military service members and their families.
Zeiders Enterprises is a founding sponsor of
The Quality of Life Foundation, whose mission
is to honor and serve our severely injured
combat service members and their families by
helping them face the life-changing challenges
unique to their situations.

Employees at Zeiders contribute outside the
workplace through extensive volunteer service.
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This volunteer support of the American Red
Cross, Peace Corps, local schools, youth de-
velopment programs, mentoring programs, vic-
tim advocate programs, youth sports pro-
grams, community orchestras, volunteer fire
and rescue departments, and military service
in National Guard and Reserve occurs in
Prince William County, Virginia, and across
the nation where Zeiders employees live and
work. The consistent contributions of Zeiders
employees to the communities in which they
serve are truly impressive.

A culture of public services emanates from
the top of the Zeiders Enterprises organiza-
tion. Michael Zeiders, president and CEO,
serves the citizens of Prince William County
and Virginia as an active member of both the
Northern Virginia Workforce Investment Board
and the SkillSource Group Board. Under his
leadership, Zeiders Enterprises is an active
partner in the community. Additionally, Mr.
Zeiders has supported families of Wounded
Warriors nationwide through the Quality of Life
Foundation.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me today to congratulate Zeiders Enter-
prises on its 25th anniversary and to pay trib-
ute to the significant contributions its employ-
ees have made in improving the lives of our
brave men and women who serve this great
country.

————

AUTHORIZING PILOT PROGRAM
FOR PATENT CASES

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H.R. 629, the “Pat-
ent Judges Pilot Program in Certain District
Courts.” | urge my colleagues to support this
bill. This bill will provide more expertise in skill
in a difficult area of law: patent law. Americans
hold the patents and patent law as important,
integral to our very lives. Patents reward inge-
nuity and creativity.

As the Blackberry litigation demonstrated,
deficiencies in the current system have the
ability to paralyze America. Indeed, the New
York Times noted that “[something] has gone
very wrong with the United States patent sys-
tem.” The Financial Times opined that “[i]t is
time to restore the balance of power in U.S.
patent law.” Indeed, there has been a cry for
change in the patent system and increased
expertise for many years now.

The Constitution mandates that we “pro-
mote the progress of science and the useful
arts . . . by securing for limited times to . . .
inventors the exclusive right to their . . . dis-
coveries.” In order to fulfill the Constitution’s
mandate, we, as Members of Congress, must
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examine the system periodically to determine
whether there may be flaws in the system that
may hamper innovation, including the prob-
lems described as decreased patent quality,
prevalence of subjective elements in patent
practice, patent abuse, and lack of qualified
persons to study patent law.

H.R. 628 attempts to correct some of these
problems.

H.R. 628 creates a pilot program to increase
the expertise of U.S. District Court judges who
wish to hear cases that involve issues related
to patents or plant variety protection. The bill
provides for the designation of not less than 6
United States district courts in at least 3 dif-
ferent circuits to take part in the pilot program.
In the designated courts, judges who elect to
hear patent or plant variety protection cases
will be designated to do so by the chief judge.
Cases will be assigned randomly, but undesig-
nated judges may decline to accept patent
and plant variety protection cases. The bill au-
thorizes the expenditure of not less than $5
million per year for up to 10 years to pay for
the educational and professional development
of designated judges, and for compensation
for law clerks with technical expertise related
to patent and plant variety protection cases to
be appointed by the designated courts.

The high cost of patent litigation is widely
publicized. It is not unusual for a patent suit to
cost each party upwards of $10 million. Ap-
peals from United States district courts to the
Federal Circuit are frequent, in part because
of the perception within the patent community
that most district court judges are not suffi-
ciently prepared to adjudicate complex, tech-
nical patent cases. In 2008, 45 percent of the
patent cases that were appealed to the Fed-
eral Circuit were reversed in whole or in part
or vacated and remanded. This bill seeks to
promote consistency among United States dis-
trict courts by increasing the expertise of dis-
trict court judges, thus providing for more cer-
tainty in intellectual property protection.

Taken together, these improvements would
bring the American patent system up to speed
for the twenty-first century. Instead of remain-
ing a hindrance to innovation and economic
growth, the patent system should work for in-
ventors, ensuring America’s patent system re-
mains the best in the world and prevents risks
to innovation.

| am encouraged by this bill, and | am hope-
ful that minorities and women take advantage
of this pilot program. The patent judges pilot
program and pilot program for law clerks pro-
vides for the educational and professional de-
velopment of the designated district judges in
matters relating to patent and plant variety
protection, and for compensating law clerks
with expertise in technical matters arising in
patent and plant variety protection cases. This
is yet another step that America is taking to
ensure that its patent system is the best in the
world. | urge my colleagues to support this bill.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
March 24, 2009 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MARCH 25

9:30 a.m.
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Christopher R. Hill, of Rhode Is-
land, a Career Member of the Senior
Foreign Service, Class of Career Min-
ister, to be Ambassador of the United
States of America to the Republic of

Iraq.
SD-419
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

To hold hearings to examine Southern
border violence, focusing on homeland

security threats, vulnerabilities, and
responsibilities.
SD-342
Judiciary

To hold oversight hearing to examine the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.
SH-216
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine State-of-
the-Art information technology IT)
solutions for Veterans’ Affairs benefits
delivery.
SR-418
9:45 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security
Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine Federal
Aviation Administration reauthoriza-
tion, focusing on NextGen and the ben-
efits of modernization.
SR-253
10 a.m.
Appropriations
Defense Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2010 for National Guard and
Reserve.
SD-192
Environment and Public Works
To hold hearings to examine transpor-
tation investment.
SD-406
10:30 a.m.
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2010 for the Small Business
Administration.
SR-428A
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Aging
To hold hearings to examine an update
from the Alzheimer’s Study Group.
SD-106
2 p.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
Energy Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine how to im-
prove energy market transparency and
regulation.
SD-366
2:30 p.m.
Budget
Business meeting to markup the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal
year 2010.
SD-608
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine foreign pol-
icy and the global economic crisis.
SD-419
Finance
Health Care Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the role of
long-term care in health reform.
SD-215
Armed Services
Personnel Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine reserve
component programs of the Depart-
ment of Defense.
SR-232A

MARCH 26

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Ashton B. Carter, of Massachu-
setts, to be Under Secretary for Acqui-
sition, Technology, and Logistics,
James N. Miller, Jr., of Virginia, to be
Deputy Under Secretary for Policy,
and Alexander Vershbow, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be Assistant Sec-
retary for International Security Af-
fairs, all of the Department of Defense.
SH-215
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To continue hearings to examine enhanc-
ing investor protection and the regula-
tion of securities markets.
SD-538
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine legislation
to strengthen American manufacturing
through improved industrial energy ef-
ficiency.
SD-366
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Karl Winfrid Eikenberry, of
Florida, to be Ambassador of the
United States of America to the Is-
lamic Republic of Afghanistan, Depart-
ment of State.
SD-419
10 a.m.
Budget
Business meeting to continue a markup
of the concurrent resolution on the
budget for fiscal year 2010.
SD-608
Environment and Public Works
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Jonathan Z. Cannon, of Vir-
ginia, to be Deputy Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency,
and Thomas L. Strickland, of Colorado,
to be Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife, Department of the Interior.
SD-406
Finance
To hold hearings to examine middle in-
come tax relief.
SD-215
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Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Jane Holl Lute, of New York, to
be Deputy Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity.
SD-342
Judiciary
Business meeting to consider S. 515, to
amend title 35, United States Code, to
provide for patent reform, and the
nominations of Tony West, of Cali-
fornia, Lanny A. Breuer, of the District
of Columbia, and Christine Anne
Varney, of the District of Columbia,
each to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, all of the Department of Justice.
SD-226
10:30 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings to examine health in-
surance industry practices.
SR-253
2 p.m.
Armed Services
Airland Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine current and
future roles, missions, and capabilities
of United States military land power.
SR-222
2:30 p.m.
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Rose Eilene Gottemoeller, of
Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary
of State for Verification and Compli-

ance.

SD-419

Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of John Berry, of the District of
Columbia, to be Director of the Office
of Personnel Management.

SD-342
Intelligence

To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters.

SH-219

MARCH 31

9:30 a.m.
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
To hold hearings to examine Federal
school meal programs, focusing on nu-
trition for kids in schools.
SR-328A
10 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To continue hearings to examine health
insurance industry practices.
SR-253
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
Oversight of Government Management, the
Federal Workforce, and the District of
Columbia Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Office of
the Chief Financial Officer, focusing on
the progress it has made since the fi-
nancial crisis of the 1990s, the financial
management challenges in the years
ahead, and the steps that are being
taken to address those challenges.
SD-342

APRIL 1

10 a.m.
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
SD-430
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of W. Scott Gould, of the District
of Columbia, to be Deputy Secretary of
Veterans Affairs.

SR-418
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