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Recipient of the Merit Award: Corporal Kyle
Raczkowski

Madam Speaker, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of the men and women
who serve in the Military Police Company at
Quantico Marine Corps Base. Their efforts,
made on behalf of the citizens of Prince Wil-
liam County, are selfless acts of heroism and
truly merit our highest praise. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in applauding these re-
markable individuals.

A TRIBUTE TO NICOLE BAYLEY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Nicole Bayley, a socially con-
scious bank manager that enjoys giving back
to her community.

Nicole Bayley is an Assistant Vice Presi-
dent/Branch Manager for Carver Federal Sav-
ings Bank, one of the largest African and Car-
ibbean American run banks in the nation.

Ms. Bayley is a highly intelligent banker and
is responsible for multimillion dollar deposit
generation and currently ranks second in the
entire branch network for deposits (outside of
the corporate headquarters).

Before she took the position at Carver Fed-
eral Savings Bank, Nicole spent seven years
each at HSBC Bank and Citibank NA respec-
tively. Two of the largest and most recognized
global financial leaders, Ms. Bayley used her
time in these institutions to learn and eventu-
ally gained a wealth of knowledge about the
retail banking sector.

Ms. Bayley is an active member of the Ful-
ton-Nostrand United Merchants Association
(FNUMA) and holds a number of accolades
and distinctions including recognition as a
Business Visionary for her business and com-
munity leadership.

She uses her role in the FNUMA to recog-
nize individuals, business and organizations
that help keep a clean, safe and vibrant Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant Gateway Business District.

————

HONORING THE PRINCE WILLIAM
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF FIRE
AND RESCUE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, it is my great honor to rise today to recog-
nize an outstanding group of public servants in
Northern Virginia. These individuals have
demonstrated superior dedication to public
safety and have been awarded the prestigious
Valor Award by the Prince William County Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce.

It is with great pride that | submit into the
RECORD the names of the recipients of the
2009 Valor Awards serving in the Prince Wil-
liam County Department of Fire and Rescue.

Recipients of the Lifesaving Award: Techni-
cian Robert McParland, Technician Nicholas
Feliciano, Technician Ryan Kirk, Technician
Michael Hendrickson, Technician Walter Hunt,
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Technician Scott Coloe, Technician Brennan
Gilligan, Technician Victor Vega.

Recipient of the Silver Valor Award: Techni-
cian Michael Anthony.

Madam Speaker, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of the men and women
who serve in the Prince William County De-
partment of Fire and Rescue. Their efforts,
made on behalf of the citizens of Prince Wil-
liam County, are selfless acts of heroism and
truly merit our highest praise. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in applauding these re-
markable individuals.

—————

A TRIBUTE TO MAXINE
HAMILTON-ALEXANDER

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Maxine Hamilton-Alexander.

Maxine Hamilton-Alexander “Maxx” is a cre-
ative mind that knows “don’t worry about a
thing, because every little thing is going to be
alright”. This philosophy is helping to fulfill her
dream. She operates an Events Planning &
Management Company, Blue Mango LLC,
along with spearheading Hamptonians New
York (HNY) a nonprofit organization. With the
drive, passion to excel and energy that buoys
all who interact with her, Maxx is applying her
skills and heart, determined to wear her glass
slippers.

Besides a proverbial “heart” Maxx brings
enthusiasm and the attention to detail it takes
to execute exciting and seamless events. She
possesses highly developed networking and
negotiating skills that are helping her solidify
relationships. She stresses that her strength
and aspirations are encouraged and accen-
tuated by her children. “They keep me in-
formed, thinking, responsible, engaged, mind-
ful and youthfully fashionable”. Maxx also
says her most beguiling moments are watch-
ing the young ones grow, testing, exploring,
maturing.

For over fifteen years Mrs. Hamilton-Alex-
ander has dedicated time and expended per-
sonal funds working to enrich the lives of
young people. In 2002, urged by her col-
leagues she incorporated HNY and in 2003
“Gifts from My Heart” was established to bring
cheer into the lives of children who need to
know someone cares. 2005 Brooklyn came
alive with more sounds and rhythms of the
Caribbean when her and her team launched
the Brooklyn Caribbean Youth Fest.

Mrs. Hamilton-Alexander has spent many
hours during the last five years enlisting civic-
minded people, seeking advice and building a
cohesive committee, while growing Brooklyn
Caribbean Youth Fest into an impressive ex-
ample of artistic excellence. Performances at
the festival highlight in celebration, the diverse
Culture of Caribbean-Americans. The many
cultures of the Caribbean region are saluted
with folk songs, dances and poetry. This is a
no-nonsense event that boasts performers
trekking from as far away as Trenton, New
Jersey to strut their stuff.

To date, HNY has served over 5,000 NYC
youth through programs and events. Addition-
ally, Mrs. Alexander-Hamilton is a volunteer at
PS 260, Prospect Park Youth Council and
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serves on Brooklyn College World AIDS com-
mittee. She also makes direct donations that
supplement tuition for students at the Hamp-
ton School, Jamaica, West Indies, through an
annual Merit Award. Maxx diligently beats the
bushes and finds resources necessary to im-
plement her programs which help to nurture
young minds. Maxx’s dedication to youth and
her natural bent for perfection continuously re-
inforces her reputation as a woman who is
unarguably committed to serving the youth.

She received her education from Brooklyn
College here in the USA as well as the Ja-
maica School of Arts, Jamaica. She is happily
married to her husband Andrew Alexander
with whom she has three lovely daughters
Ebony, Amber and Ayana.

————

HONORING THE PRINCE WILLIAM-
MANASSAS REGIONAL ADULT
DETENTION CENTER

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, it is my great honor to rise today to recog-
nize two outstanding public servants in North-
ern Virginia. These individuals have dem-
onstrated superior dedication to public safety
and have been awarded the prestigious Valor
Award by the Prince William County Regional
Chamber of Commerce.

It is with great pride that | submit into the
RECORD the names of the recipients of the
2009 Valor Awards serving in the Prince Wil-
liam-Manassas Regional Adult Detention Cen-
ter.

Recipient of the Merit Award: Master Jail Of-
ficer Brian Daily

Recipient of the Silver Valor Award: Jail Of-
ficer Chester Outland

Madam Speaker, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of the men and women
who serve in the Prince William-Manassas Re-
gional Adult Detention Center. Their efforts,
made on behalf of the citizens of Prince Wil-
liam County, are selfless acts of heroism and
truly merit our highest praise. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in applauding these re-
markable individuals.

———

A TRIBUTE TO MRS. OPHELIA
YOUNG PERRY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Mrs. Ophelia Young Perry pil-
lar of the Brooklyn Community.

Mrs. Ophelia Young Perry is a native of
Buckingham County, Virginia. She presently
resides with her husband, Mr. William Frank
Perry, Jr. in the Flatbush section of Brooklyn,
New York. The Perry’s have one son, Rev.
William Franc Perry, Ill, Esq.

She has been an active member of the
Berean Missionary Baptist Church in Brooklyn
for over 56 years. Mrs. Perry is genuinely in-
volved in community and civic affairs. She is
the President of Church Women United in
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Brooklyn. Church Women United (CWU) is the
world’s largest ecumenical movement of Chris-
tian women. Under Mrs. Perry’s leadership,
the movement’'s membership has increased to
include over 700 Christian women. It is the
largest unit of CWU in the country.

In response to shrewd spiritual insight, Mrs.
Perry conceived the idea for an observance
centered around the “Seven Last Words of
Christ.” For the past 25 years ecumenical wor-
ship begins at 7:00 A.M. on Good Friday and
the attendance continues to grow. These serv-
ices have been held in various community
churches and have continued to draw over
4000 worshipers. Participants travel through-
out the metropolitan area and from many other
parts of the United States to attend this annual
worship celebration. Additionally, she orga-
nized the initial Annual Award’s Luncheon for
the organization and continues to provide her
expertise in this worthy cause today.

Under Mrs. Perry’s leadership, the Brooklyn
Unit of CWU sponsors many other activities to
raise funds to make contributions to others in
need, including: Holiday sharing, contributions
to World Church Services, Rose F. Kennedy
Residence for Girls, Project Teen Aid, Herbert
G. Birch Services, Antigua/Barbuda Cultural
Society, Inc, Fund for Burned Churches, Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant Volunteer Ambulatory Service,
Hurricane Floyd Victims in North Carolina and
they provide aid to orphaned foreign sisters
living in the U.S. She is also affiliated with
Berean Missionary Baptist Church, The Wom-
en’s Civic League of Abyssinian Baptist
Church, the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus,
the Eastern Baptist Association, Spouses of
the Black Congressional Caucus and is a
member of the National Council of Negro
Women of Brooklyn.

She has won numerous awards for her work
including: Women of the Year Award—The
National Conference of Christians and Jews,
Salute to Brooklyn Women Leadership Hu-
manitarian Award—The Brooklyn League, The
Woman’s History Month Honoree—Brooklyn
District Attorney, The Caribbean American
Award—Chamber of Commerce, Outstanding
Service Award—The Council of Churches, City
of N.Y., Woman of Influence Award—Brooklyn
YWCA, Thomas R. Fortune Community Serv-
ice  Award—Unity Democratic Club, Valiant
Woman Award—Church Women United,
Sandy F. Ray Award—Religious and Humani-
tarian Award—Cornerstone Baptist Church,
Religious Award—People’s Institutional AME
Church, Religious Award—New Life Taber-
nacle Life Changing Ministries, Congressional
Record United States House of Representa-
tives, Woman of the Year for Community
Service—Bridge Street AME Church, “Brook-
lyn Women of Essence” Con Edison and, fi-
nally, National Association of Negro Business
and Professional Women, Global Ministries
Humanitarian Award and International Affairs
Division.

After working for 18 years for Borough
President Howard Golden as Liaison to the
Christian Community, Borough President,
Marty Markowitz appointed her as Good Will
Ambassador for Brooklyn Churches.
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HONORING THE
WOODBRIDGE-LORTON
TEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, it is my great honor to rise today to recog-
nize an outstanding public servant in Northern
Virginia. This individual has demonstrated su-
perior dedication to public safety and has
been awarded the prestigious Valor Award by
the Prince William County Regional Chamber
of Commerce.

It is with great pride that | submit into the
RECORD the name of the recipient of the 2009
Valor Award serving in the Occoquan-
Woodbridge-Lorton Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.

Recipient of the Silver Valor Award: Fire-
fighter Kurt Bolland.

Madam Speaker, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of the men and women
who serve in the Occoquan-Woodbridge-
Lorton Volunteer Fire Department. Their ef-
forts, made on behalf of the citizens of Prince
William County, are selfless acts of heroism
and truly merit our highest praise. | ask my
colleagues to join me in applauding these re-
markable individuals.

OCCOQUAN-
VOLUN-

———

A TRIBUTE TO ANGELI R.
RASBURY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Angeli R. Rasbury.

Angeli Rasbury is a writer, educator, artist,
attorney and founder of Griot Reading Pro-
grams, which is dedicated to promoting lit-
eracy among youth of African descent and
Black literature. She teaches poetry and cre-
ative writing to children as young as five-
years-old and teens at the Brooklyn-
Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation and New
York Writers Coalition. She has facilitated
book clubs for middle school and high school
students and elders. The reading scores of
every middle school student with whom she
worked improved. Her writing students have
received awards from teachers and city coun-
cil members. She has been an instructor of
creative nonfiction and memoir at the Fred-
erick Douglass Creative Arts Center in New
York City and has taught creative writing, col-
lege composition and African American lit-
erature at Molloy College in Long Island. Ms.
Rasbury has worked with girls in a rites of
passage program and works with girls in-
volved in the juvenile-justice system. She has
organized readings and book programs for
children, including programs for the annual
Rhymes, Rhythms and Rituals Festival spon-
sored by African Voices, and literary programs
for the adults. She has worked with elders,
collecting oral history for Elders Share the
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Arts. She has been a panelist in the grant re-
view process for artists for the Brooklyn Arts
Council. Ms. Rasbury is a member of the New
Renaissance Writers Guild and has been a
member of the Richard Wright Project and
PEN American Center Open Book Committee.

As the youth services community and part-
nerships associate at the central branch of the
Brooklyn Public Library, Ms. Rasbury has pro-
vided family-oriented Kwanza and Martin Lu-
ther King Program, Jr. Day programs where
the focus is the young people in our commu-
nity. She has provided a monthly art program
for two years and provided an opportunity for
our youth to work with award-winning and
emerging artists, providing arts enrichment for
youth and supporting the artists. She has
partnered with various community organiza-
tions to promote literacy and youth and com-
munity development. A former editor for Black
Issues Book Review and QBR: The Black
Book Review, other magazines, and commu-
nity newspapers. Her essays, book reviews,
profiles, features and interviews have been
published in Essence, American Legacy, Black
Enterprise, The Source, Vibe, and other mag-
azines and online at womensenews.com, for
which she is the girls’ beat reporter and fo-
cuses on detention and incarceration topics.
She received a PASS Award (the only national
recognition of print and broadcast journalists,
TV news and feature reporters, producers,
and writers, and those in film and literature
who try to focus America’s attention on our
criminal justice system, juvenile justice sys-
tem, and child welfare systems in a thoughtful
and considerate manner) from the National
Council on Crime and Delinquency for her arti-
cle “Out of Jail, Mothers Struggle to Reclaim
Children”. Ms. Rasbury’s short stories have
appeared in Anansi: Fiction of the African Di-
aspora. She has been quoted in the New York
Times, Mosaic and Brooklyn Rail and co-edit-
ed Sacred Fire: The QBR 100 Essential Black
Books. She was awarded the DorisJean Aus-
tin Fellowship for African American Fiction
Writers by the Frederick Douglass Creative
Arts Center and has been a panelist at writing
and publishing conferences. She performed in
Talkin’ Brooklyn: A Story Circle Showcase of
Elders Share the Arts and Diary of a Mad
Black Feminist.

Angeli Rasbury has been keynote speaker
for the Yellow Rose Awards Program for New
York University’s College of Arts and Science
and the Brooklyn Public Library’s Friends and
Volunteers luncheon. She holds a B.S. from
Syracuse University and a J.D. from Temple
University. She practiced criminal defense law
as a senior attorney with the Legal Aid Soci-
ety, Criminal Defense Division. She has taught
high school students various areas of the law
and civil rights issues through the Law Edu-
cation and Assistance Program and the New
York Civil Rights Coalition and was executive
director of the Nkitu Center for Education and
Culture. Her photography has been published
and exhibited. In her spare time she designs
jewelry and loves to travel. She lives in Brook-
lyn, New York. She spends a lot of time with
her nieces and nephews, family and friends.
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