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atmospheric nuclear tests that were conducted
by the United States Government in the Pa-
cific.
———
HONORING THE ESCANABA DAILY
PRESS ON ITS 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the Escanaba Daily Press on its 100th
anniversary. The Daily Press has survived the
ups and downs the newspaper industry has
faced over the past century and watched sev-
eral local competitors fold, yet remained as a
strong and independent voice for the Esca-
naba, Delta County and Schoolcraft County
communities. Madam Speaker, | ask that you
and the entire U.S. House of Representatives
join me in honoring the Escanaba Daily Press
and the men and women, past and present,
who work so hard every day to bring the com-
munity its news on this historic milestone.

In 1909 the Escanaba Morning Press was
founded by John Norton and Herbet Little.
After only a few months of operation, Little left
and Norton took over sole management of the
paper. The first edition of the Morning Press
was published on March 19, 1909 at 1119
Ludington Street. Within two years the paper
was moved to its present building at 600
Ludington Street where it has operated ever
since.

In 1922 the Escanaba Morning Press
changed its name to the Escanaba Daily
Press and became an afternoon paper on
September 29, 1947. In 1954 the paper was
sold to Frank Russell of Marquette, Michigan
and George Osborn of Sault Ste. Marie, Michi-
gan. In 1966 it was purchased by the Panax
Corporation, which sold the Daily Press to
Thomson Newspapers in 1980. Since 1998
the Escanaba Daily Press has been under the
ownership of Ogden Newspapers.

Despite changes in ownership over the
years, the Daily Press has remained an inde-
pendent voice for the people of Escanaba and
all of Delta and Schoolcraft Counties. As com-
munity newspapers across the country have
confronted  consolidation,  closure  and
downsizing, the Daily Press keeps going
strong because of this independent voice and
the trust of their readers.

In the late 1970s it was the reporting of the
Daily Press in a series on insurance scams
that was the driving force in updating state in-
surance laws. In 1988 the Daily Press won the
Associated Press sweepstakes award for
doing the best work of any paper of its size in
Michigan for a series on the shotgun slaying
of four family members and the subsequent
week-long search in local woods by the FBI
for the suspect and his kidnapped ex-wife.

The Daily Press has won countless awards
over the years for editorial writing. In one con-
test, Michigan Press Association judges said
they were “well written editorials that take a
clear position even when those positions might
be unpopular.” In another instance, the MPA
wrote that the “Daily Press takes seriously its
role as a government watchdog.” In an AP an-
nual news writing contest, judges commented,
“Every editorial submitted dealt with local
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issues, with two taking aim at city government.
These are issues that newspaper editorial
pages are supposed to address. Good job.”

Madam Speaker, newspapers like the Esca-
naba Daily Press are a vital part of our com-
munities. Their reporting is a valuable re-
source in tracking the history of our commu-
nities, reflecting and reporting on our daily
lives. The Daily Press has served the Esca-
naba community and all of Delta and
Schoolcraft Counties well over the past cen-
tury. | ask that you, Madam Speaker, and the
entire U.S. House of Representatives, join me
in congratulating the Escanaba Daily Press
and its past and present staff on 100 years of
operation.

GENERATIONS INVIGORATING VOL-
UNTEERISM AND EDUCATION
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1388) to reauthor-
ize and reform the national service laws:

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Chair, | rise in support
of the Generations Invigorating Volunteerism
and Education (GIVE) Act which will renew
our nation’s commitment to service and vol-
unteerism. Public service is something my
family knows a little bit about. Countless
Americans were called to public service by
President Kennedy’s famous appeal: “Ask not
what your country can do for you but what you
can do for your country.” It is my hope that
with the passage of the GIVE Act, Congress
and President Obama will create a new era of
public service that goes beyond any one
group or generation. The bill we are consid-
ering today expands opportunities for vol-
unteerism to include disadvantaged youth,
seniors and people with disabilities. If we are
going to regain a sense of community and
shared responsibility in this country, we must
encourage national service among all people.
I’'m a strong believer in the abilities of the
American people to confront our biggest chal-
lenges with perhaps our biggest asset: our
manpower.

The creation of new programs like the Clean
Energy Corps, to focus on environmental con-
servation, will work with our economy as we
forge a new direction on energy. | am pleased
that this bill provides new incentives for middle
and high school students to volunteer in their
communities, and will allow them to earn a
$500 education award to be used for college
costs. In addition, this legislation will increase
the number of AmeriCorps volunteers and in-
crease the education reward they receive to
match the maximum Pell Grant scholarship
award.

The benefits that this legislation would bring
to our struggling communities, across this
country, and in my home state of Rhode Is-
land, are endless. When President Obama
took office just a few short months ago, he
called upon Congress to expand federally
funded national service opportunities. Today,
we fulfill that promise. | am proud to vote in
favor of this bill.
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A TRIBUTE TO JULI COSTANZO

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mrs. Juli Costanzo of San Gabriel,
California. Every March we celebrate Wom-
en’s History Month in recognition of the con-
tributions and the sacrifices made by our na-
tion’s women. Accordingly it is my privilege to
highlight Mrs. Costanzo as a woman whose
extraordinary efforts are vital to my district.

Born in nearby Glendale, California, Juli first
moved to San Gabriel in 1965. She began as
the Owner and Manager of a local small busi-
ness, Hammy’s Hamburgers, went on to be-
come the Executive Director and President of
the San Gabriel Chamber of Commerce, and
now has served as a San Gabriel City Council
member since March of 2003. Juli is a past
mayor of the City and is also the Vice Presi-
dent of her family’s current small business,
Champion Sports Collectables, Inc.

Juli’s rise to the apex of San Gabriel leader-
ship can be attributed to her unrelenting devo-
tion to the economic and social welfare of her
community. She has served as a board mem-
ber and event coordinator for numerous local
organizations, from the San Gabriel Mission
Elementary School Board to the Mission Dis-
trict Mercado and the joint Family Festival and
Farmers Market. In her role as a San Gabriel
Parks and Recreation Commissioner, Juli
helped maintain and improve the integrity of
the City’s beloved and historic public spaces.

In addition to Juli’'s City and small business
endeavors, she remains an active community
member. Whether assisting the San Gabriel
Police Department’s Neighborhood Watch Pro-
gram and the San Gabriel Community Coordi-
nating Council, supporting the West San Ga-
briel Valley YMCA and the Mission District
Partnership, or just attending an AYSO Region
40 game, Juli is an ideal example of a friendly
face and a helping hand.

Her steadfast dedication and selfless serv-
ice are an invaluable addition to the legacy of
Women’s History Month. With gratitude and
admiration, | ask all Members of Congress to
join me in honoring an extraordinary woman of
California’s 29th Congressional District, Mrs.
Juli Costanzo.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF NUCLEAR DIS-
ARMAMENT AND ECONOMIC CON-
VERSION ACT OF 2009

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, | am
again introducing the Nuclear Disarmament
and Economic Conversion Act (NDECA), as |
have done since 1994, after working with the
residents who were responsible for a ballot ini-
tiative passed by D.C. voters in 1993. NDECA
requires the United States to disable and dis-
mantle its nuclear weapons when all other na-
tions possessing nuclear weapons enact laws
to do the same. NDECA further provides that
when U.S. nuclear weapons are dismantled,
the resources for supporting nuclear weapon
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programs would be used for our growing
human and infrastructure needs, such as
housing, health care, Social Security and the
environment.

| chose to introduce the NDECA before the
March 20th memorial service for William
Thomas, who sat in front of the White House
in an anti-nuclear vigil for nearly 28 years. His
efforts have been called the longest uninter-
rupted war protest in U.S. history. He truly em-
bodied our inalienable First Amendment rights.
Tragically, instead of nuclear disarmament,
nations around the world have increased ef-
forts to seek or acquire nuclear capability with
Iran’s failure to halt uranium enrichment cap-
tured attention until recently, China’s nuclear
weapons and today North Korea continues
testing missile long range missiles and there is
little doubt that North Korea has acquired a
nuclear device. India and Pakistan continue to
fight over the Kashmir region and with the re-
cent terrorist strikes in India, the instability in
the region persists. Pakistan assures us that
its weapons are safe, as nuclear secrets are
sold by its top scientists, the streets are riled
with protests, a military coup is not out of the
question, and the semi-autonomous regions
are dominated by Al-Quaeda and the Taliban.

The invasion of Iraq cost the United States
much of its leadership on nuclear proliferation
and other urgent international issues. This
country reached a non-credible status in dis-
suading other nations who aspire to become
or remain nuclear powers as we ourselves
took greater initiative in increasing our own
nuclear weapons program. We moved in the
right direction when the Senate ratified the
Moscow Treaty in 2003, which provides that
by 2012 both the U.S. and Russia will reduce
their long-range warheads by two-thirds from
approximately 6,000 warheads each to 2,200.
However, the Bush administration failed to
build on this effort. According to the study,
“Securing The Bomb: An Agenda for Action”
(May, 2004; prepared by the Belfer Center,
Harvard University Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment): “Total nuclear-threat-reduction
spending remains less than one quarter of one
percent of the U.S. military budget. Indeed, on
average, the Bush administration requests for
nuclear-threat-reduction spending over FY
2002-2005 were less, in real terms, than the
last Clinton administration request, made long
before the 9/11 attacks ever occurred.” In-
stead, the Bush administration moved to in-
crease the country’s nuclear capacity.

However, the problem today is even more
complicated than nuclear disarmament by na-
tion states. The greatest threat today is from
inadequately defended and guarded sites in
many countries where there is enough mate-
rial to make nuclear weapons and many op-
portunities for terrorists or nations without
weapons to secure nuclear materials. Aston-
ishingly, because of the previous administra-
tion’s absence of leadership, less nuclear ma-
terial was seized in the two years following the
9/11 attacks than in the two years immediately
preceding the attacks (“Securing The Bomb:
An Agenda for Action”, May 2004).

In my work on the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, | know that threats from nuclear pro-
liferation and available nuclear material are
more dangerous in the post 9/11 era than in
1994, when | first introduced the Nuclear Dis-
armament and Economic Conversion Act. It is
more urgent than ever to begin closing down
nuclear capability here and around the world.
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Today, our country has a hobbled economy,
45 million people still without health insurance,
a long list of other urgent domestic needs put
on the back burner following the invasion of
Iraq, large tax cuts for wealthy people and cor-
porations, and millions of Americans losing
their homes and jobs. As the only nation that
has used nuclear weapons in war, and still
possesses the largest arsenal, the U.S. has
an obligation to begin the arduous process of
leading the world in the transfer of nuclear
weapons funds to urgent domestic needs.

———

CONGRATULATING GUNDERSEN
LUTHERAN BREAST CENTER

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Gundersen Lutheran’s Norma J.
Vinger Center for Breast Care on becoming
the first breast cancer treatment center in the
nation to achieve the highest level of distinc-
tion from the National Quality Measures for
Breast Centers (NQMBC) program. The honor
was presented to Gundersen Lutheran be-
cause they ranked at or above a designated
threshold of performance for 90 percent of the
measures specified by the NQMBC. This
honor reflects the center's commitment to pro-
viding the highest level of quality care to
breast cancer patients and their families at the
lowest possible costs. | am extremely proud
Wisconsin’s Third Congressional District is
home to a breast care facility that is a national
leader in the measurement of treatment and
outcomes.

The Norma J. Vinger Center for Breast Care
provides state-of-the-art patient and family
care emphasizing prevention, education, early
detection, and clinical research. Their ap-
proach to breast care is holistic and inter-
disciplinary with a staff that includes experi-
enced physicians, surgeons, nurses, and tech-
nologists who are skilled in the latest methods
of early diagnosis, treatment, and reconstruc-
tive surgery. The Norma J. Vinger Center for
Breast Care has discovered numerous break-
throughs in research and breast cancer care
that have provided countless patients with
hope and access to the most advanced care
available in the country.

In additon to the NQMBC honor,
Gundersen Lutheran is also one of two organi-
zations in the country that has every available
accreditation for the full scope of breast care,
diagnosis, and treatment from the American
College of Radiology. The Center also boasts
two fellowship-trained clinical breast radiolo-
gists that specialize in breast cancer care. The
Center for Breast Care has demonstrated con-
tinued excellence in measuring and comparing
quality performance. The staff is also com-
mitted to utilizing new advances in technology
to ensure that the Center remains a national
leader in breast cancer care and research.

Providing care that promotes early detec-
tion, is outcome based, and utilizes innovative
technology is the most efficient way to admin-
ister health care. | am proud to have this La
Crosse based breast cancer facility in Wiscon-
sin’s Third Congressional District and hope
that the great work they are conducting will
serve as a model for the rest of the country.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ACCESS TO
JUSTICE ACT

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Access to Justice
Act. A bill to amend the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to establish a right for an alien to
file a motion to reopen a case in removal pro-
ceedings if the alien can demonstrate that
counsel or a certified representative provided
deficient performance.

In one of his last actions as Attorney Gen-
eral, Michael Mukasey ruled that immigrants
have no constitutional right to effective legal
representation in deportation hearings. After
more than 20 years of precedent in special im-
migration courts overseen by the Justice De-
partment, those now facing deportation have
no remedy for the errors committed by incom-
petent, inattentive lawyers, or even those who
claim to be lawyers.

This 11th hour regulation not only goes
counter to what has already been established
by a long line of decisions in the federal courts
and the Board of Immigration Appeals but also
is a matter of equal protection/due process. In
fact, the United States Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit stated in an opinion, “Vulner-
able immigrants are preyed upon by unli-
censed notaries and unscrupulous appearance
attorneys who extract fees in exchange for
false promises and shoddy, ineffective rep-
resentation.”

The Supreme Court has found that non-citi-
zens are ineligible for court appointed counsel
in civil cases. Removal proceedings are not
considered criminal and therefore, immigrants
who are in the process of being deported must
find their own counsel. Judge Katzmann on
the Second Circuit Court of Appeals said in a
recent New York Times article, “Justice should
not depend on the income level of immi-
grants.” A study in the Georgetown Journal of
Legal Ethics found that only 35% of individuals
in removal proceedings had counsel; yet asy-
lum seekers who have counsel are three times
more likely to succeed in their claim compared
to those without representation.

Because of this Supreme Court decision in-
competent legal representation is now “discre-
tionary” and thus unreviewable. So the former
Attorney General, the final arbiter in immigra-
tion cases, decided in his final hours in office
without any consultation with Congress that
the 6th amendment right to counsel only ap-
plies to criminals, not to non-criminals who
have privately retained lawyers in civil removal
proceedings. Imagine in our great melting pot
of an immigrant nation a decision that gives
greater access to justice to those who might
have committed a felony more than to those
who want to be Americans. When a lawyer
fails to show up to court or forgets to file the
required paperwork, the individual being de-
ported will have no legal right to appeal on the
grounds of deficient counsel.

That is why | am introducing The Access to
Justice Act, a bill that would create a legisla-
tive fix to the Mukasey decision. This bill cre-
ates a right to file a motion to reopen a re-
moval case if deficient performance of counsel
can be demonstrated. To provide relief to
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