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[From the Washington Times]
‘BRIDGE TO NOWHERE’ OK’D FOR EVERGLADES
(By Stephen Dinan)

A provision buried inside Congress’ giant
spending bill would overturn a federal court
order, discard part of environmental law and
reject an Indian tribe’s plea, forcing the gov-
ernment to build a bridge in Everglades Na-
tional Park that a federal judge declared ‘‘a
complete waste of taxpayer dollars.”

The project is being opposed by the
Miccosukee tribe, and U.S. District Judge
Ursula Ungaro called it an ‘‘environmental
bridge to nowhere.”” She ordered the govern-
ment in November to comply with federal
environmental laws, which would further
delay the long-controversial project.

But lawmakers inserted a provision in the
1,123-page omnibus spending bill that is
pending in the Senate. It waives those laws
and in sweeping language orders the Army
Corps of Engineers to begin building the
bridge ‘‘immediately and without further
delay.”

Those pushing for the bridge, which would
elevate the Tamiami Trail roadway to allow
water to flow freely into the Everglades, say
Congress’ urgency is justified.

““The project has been studied and delayed
over and over again for 20 years. Meantime,
one of the world’s great treasures continues
to die,” said Dan McLaughlin, a spokesman
for Sen. Bill Nelson, Florida Democrat. ‘“The
National Academy of Sciences, in a report to
Congress, says the bridge is needed to allow
water north of the road to flow south into
the Everglades. Senator Nelson supports it.
It’s absolutely essential to restoring the
‘Glades. No bridge—no water flow. No
water—no Everglades.”

But the Miccosukee, who went to court
last year to stop the bridge, are crying foul,
saying it’s hypocritical of Congress to ignore
its own environmental laws.

The tribe also said that overturning a
court order smacks of the broken treaties
and poor treatment Indians suffered in years
past.

“You tell the tribe to follow the law, but
when the tribe follows the law and wins, you
throw them out of court. It’s really immoral
and unconscionable,” said Dexter Lehtinen,
an attorney for the tribe. His wife is Rep.
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, a Florida Republican
who Mr. Lehtinen said recuses herself from
these matters.

The $212 million bridge is part of a complex
and contentious decades-old plan to try to
restore the free flow of water through the
Everglades, the swamp that covers much of
southern Florida and is considered critical to
the state’s ecosystem. Decades of develop-
ment and road-building have ruined the
usual water flows.

Plans to restore water flow have changed
repeatedly, and parts have been caught up in
litigation, including the proposal to build a
one-mile-long bridge along the northern
park boundary at the Tamiami Trail, or U.S.
Highway 41, which backers say would help
the free flow.

The Miccosukee trace their time in the Ev-
erglades back to the 1700s when they moved
to avoid encroaching upon European settlers
farther north, in what is now Georgia, Ala-
bama and northern Florida. They gained
U.S. government recognition in 1962 and
have both official reservation land and other
land in perpetual lease.

Rather than the bridge, the tribe wants the
government to instead clean out culverts
and build swells that the Miccosukee say
better and more cheaply restore water flow.

“The judge found that the likelihood is
that people in Miami-Dade County are going
to be flooded, there’s not going to be any
benefit to Everglades National Park, and
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Miccosukee land is going to be further dam-
aged,” said Terry Rice, owner of an environ-
mental services company and a former head
of the Army Corps of Engineers district that
includes the Everglades, who served as a wit-
ness for the tribe in court.

“Why do you say you have to build a
project and you’re not going to abide by any
laws unless you can’t abide by the laws?”’
Mr. Rice said.

The judge apparently agreed.

In issuing her preliminary injunction
against the bridge, she said it won’t begin to
help water flow until the corps takes other
steps, which are still in the planning stages.
Given that, the judge said, rushing to build
the project amounts to ‘‘no more than con-
struction of an ‘environmental bridge to no-
where’ that accomplishes (and harms) noth-
ing but which would be a complete waste of
taxpayer dollars.”

Backers acknowledged that tacking this
sort of provision onto a spending bill was un-
usual, but said the bridge has widespread
support, and only the tribe—and now the fed-
eral judge—objected.

Still, it could not be learned Monday who
approved the insertion of the provision that
forces the bridge to be built into the $410 bil-
lion spending bill making its way through
Congress.

The Miccosukee, in an ad last week,
blamed House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid for the
measure. The tribe called it ‘‘a lamentable
blast from the past in American history.”

But both leaders’ offices said they weren’t
responsible.

“We had nothing to do with this,” said Jim
Manley, a spokesman for Mr. Reid, Nevada
Democrat.

““This language was included at the request
of the Bush administration and has bipar-
tisan support. Neither the speaker nor her
office played a role in its inclusion,” said
Drew Hammill, a spokesman for Mrs. Pelosi,
California Democrat.

The Army Corps of Engineers also said it
wasn’t the source.

“To our knowledge the corps did not pro-
mote or draft this language,” said spokes-
woman Lt. Col Elizabeth Robbins.

The Interior Department did not return
messages for comment.

Spokesmen for Sen. Dianne Feinstein,
California Democrat, and Rep. Norm Dicks,
Washington Democrat, the chairmen of the
Senate and House subcommittees that wrote
the parts of the bill funding the Interior De-
partment, didn’t have a comment Monday
night.

A spokeswoman said Rep. Mario Diaz-
Balart, a Florida Republican whose district
could be affected, was unavailable, while a
spokeswoman for Sen. Mel Martinez, Florida
Republican, said the senator did not request
the provision, but she said she couldn’t say
whether he supported it.

Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, a Florida
Democrat whose district is also affected,
does support moving forward, said spokes-
man Jonathan Beeton.

“The congresswoman supports this project
because it is the essential next step in Ever-
glades restoration,”” Mr. Beeton said. ‘‘This
view is supported by the National Academy
of Sciences. At the same time, she under-
stands the concerns and the deep commit-
ment of the Miccosukee Tribe to the restora-
tion of the Everglades.”

Several Democrats pointed to the Bush ad-
ministration’s support for the provision. But
that came in his fiscal 2009 budget, sub-
mitted nine months before the judge ruled
that the environmental laws hadn’t been fol-
lowed.
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THANKING DEBORAH PRICE FOR
HER SERVICE TO THE HOUSE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, on the occasion of her retirement at
the end of February 2009, | rise to thank Ms.
Deborah Price for her 25 years of outstanding
service to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

Deborah began her career with the House
on September 19, 1984, and served in posi-
tions within the Office of Finance of the Chief
Administrative Officer. As a Team Lead within
the Office of Financial Counseling, she pro-
vided financial assistance and guidance to all
Member and Committee offices including mon-
itoring and projecting available fund balances
and ensuring expenditures comply with both
House and Committee rules and regulations.

Deborah has provided financial guidance to
every entity of the House, assuring that House
staff and vendors are paid accurately. Her
passionate customer service and tireless com-
mitment to the countless House staff members
who have worked with her will be deeply
missed.

On behalf of the entire House community,
we extend congratulations to Deborah for her
many years of dedication and contributions to
the financial management of the House. We
wish Deborah many wonderful years enjoying
her retirement.

————

A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE
187"TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
QUINN CHAPEL AFRICAN METH-
ODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, the Quinn Chapel African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church was founded in 1821
and is celebrating its 187th anniversary in
Chillicothe, Ohio; and

Whereas, the congregation of Quinn Chapel
African Methodist Episcopal Church can trace
their roots to the first Methodist church con-
gregation in Chillicothe and can boast to be
among the first African Methodist Episcopal
churches in the state, and

Whereas, the church was founded to extend
equal rights and privileges of worship to Afri-
can congregants at a time when such
congregants were not afforded the same con-
siderations as their white brethren and has
continued to seek equality and brotherhood
that transcends race. Congregants from the
Quinn Chapel African Methodist Episcopal
Church played integral roles in the Under-
ground Railroad and other abolitionist causes
throughout the 19th century; now, therefore,
be it

Resolved that along with the residents of
the 18th Congressional District, | commend
the Quinn Chapel African Methodist Episcopal
Church for nearly two centuries of dedication
and service to the Chillicothe community and
their efforts to preach equality and faith among
all races and religions throughout the years.
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RECOGNITION OF THE PASSING
AND LIFE OF WILBERT ‘“BILL”
TATUM

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, once in a
while someone leaves this Earth and their
life’s story needs to be told, not just because
it's interesting, but because it illustrates les-
sons that should be passed along. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recall the life Wilbert
“Bill” Tatum, longtime publisher of the
Amsterd News and my personal friend, who,
to the sadness and shock of my community,
died suddenly last week. Bill lived the life that
people dream of and few attain, and while
doing so became a friend, mentor, and “broth-
er” to countless people.

In the early 1970s, Mr. Tatum, along with
former State Comptroller H. Carl McCall and
former Manhattan borough president Percy
Sutton, bought the Amsterdam News. This
venture into the news industry reflected their
longtime involvement in civic activism and
passion for their community. Bill maximized
his passion as the paper’s publisher, a role for
which his life prepared him.

Bill's voice goes back to his high school ora-
tory competition days in North Carolina. He
was a journalist, writing for three small news-
papers that provided information to Black
farmers. He served his country in the Marine
Corps, graduated from Lincoln University in
Pennsylvania, and received his master's de-
gree from Occidental College in Los Angeles.
In New York, he was a community activist who
served as deputy Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent under Percy Sutton’s borough presidency
and held various city-level posts.

Under Bill's ownership, the Amsterdam
News was a brash and controversial voice for
the Black community, regularly scorching poli-
ticians like 1970’s Mayor Ed Koch. He was
one of the angriest—and most eloquent—of
voices on issues of politics, civil rights, and
community action. What some perceived as
sensational journalism, we in the community
knew reflected the honest views of the pub-
lisher and his readers. At the same time, he
filled the pages with colorful articles on social
and community happenings.

Bill was a gentleman who loved people and
derived no bigger joy than helping his commu-
nity. He gave opportunities to scores of bud-
ding journalists and was a friend and profes-
sional mentor to many. A kind and decent per-
son with a keen sense of humor, Bill was a
man for all seasons and fierce defender of the
causes he believed in. Despite an illness that
confined him to a wheelchair, he and his be-
loved wife Susan continued their travels
around the world. He entrusted his daughter
Eli to succeed him as publisher and editor,
and she has done an admirable and success-
ful job in filling his shoes.

Wilbert Bill Tatum will be remembered as an
honorable man of tough love, who used his
brilliant mind and the First Amendment to de-
nounce injustices he saw in his community.
His life reminds us that the greatest love we
can share with others is the power to speak
up and be honest about where we are and
where we need to go. | will miss him dearly.
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IN HONOR OF JOHN JOSEPH
“WACKO” HURLEY OF SOUTH
BOSTON, MA

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
honor of John Joseph “Wacko” Hurley, in rec-
ognition of his outstanding contributions to his
hometown of South Boston, MA, and to com-
mend him for over 50 years of dedicated serv-
ice to his community.

The son of Margaret and Michael Hurley,
immigrants from County Kerry, Ireland, John
was born on May 11, 1930 in South Boston
and lived on East Fifth St. until 1965 when he
moved to East Fourth St. in South Boston
where he currently resides.

John attended Nazareth School at O and
Third St., and South Boston High School grad-
uating in 1948. Subsequent to his graduation,
John enlisted in the United States Navy, serv-
ing from 1950-1952 aboard the USS Noah
(DD-841).

Upon completion of his distinguished service
to our country, John worked for the State Vet-
erans Services for 20 years. Following this po-
sition, John worked as an office manager for
the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Author-
ity for 18 years.

Along with providing distinguished service to
his country and his state, John is also an ac-
tive member of his community. A faithful pa-
rishioner at St. Brigid’s Church in South Bos-
ton, John can be found daily at the 7 a.m.
early morning mass followed by his walk
around Castle Island. John also brought to the
United States Supreme Court the case (John
J. Hurley v. GLIB) that affirmed the First
Amendment right of the South Boston Allied
War Veterans Council to organize a private
parade. He won a victory with a 9-0 vote. This
law can now be found in every law book in the
country. In fact, John has organized the Evac-
uation Day/St. Patrick's Day Parade in South
Boston for the past 50 years.

John was recently awarded the Bishop
Cheverus Medal from Cardinal Sean O’Malley,
Archbishop of Boston, for Community Service
and Catholic Dedication. You will find John
every Thanksgiving and Christmas at St.
Monica/St. Augustine serving holiday meals to
the less fortunate.

Madam Speaker, John is known for his
quick sense of humor and great storytelling.
He has had the good fortune to be married to
Molly for 56 years; they are the proud parents
of 7 children, 15 grandchildren, and 2 great
grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to
take the floor of the House today to join with
John J. “Wacko” Hurley’s family, friends, and
contemporaries to thank him for his remark-
able service to his community of South Bos-
ton.

————
A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY COUNCIL
FOR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009
Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

March 4, 2009

Whereas, Tuscarawas County Council for
Church and Community has been faithfully
serving the community of Tuscarawas County
since 1966; and

Whereas, the Tuscarawas County Council
for Church and Community has participated in
“Character Counts! Week,” a character build-
ing program meant to instill six pillars of char-
acter in children, from October 19-25; and

Whereas, the “Character Counts!” program
teaches young people about the six pillars of
character—trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship—and is
an enrichment and community extension of
the Tuscarawas County Council for Church
and Community Character Formation Pro-
gram, now, therefore, be it

Resolved that along with the residents of
the 18th Congressional District, | commend
the participants of the “Character Counts!”
program on their commitment to citizenship
and respect of themselves and one another. |
also commend those involved in the program
for their dedication to the youth of our commu-
nity and preparing them for lives of thoughtful-
ness, respect, and civic responsibility.

EARMARK DECLARATIONS

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to the Republican Leader-
ship standards on earmarks, | am submitting
the following information regarding earmarks |
received as part of the FY 2009 Omnibus.

Requesting Member: Congressman GARY
G. MILLER

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Resource Conservation and Develop-
ment

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Municipal
Water District of Orange County

Address of Requesting Entity: 18700 Ward
Street, Fountain Valley, CA 92728

Funding Secured: $134,000

Description of Request: Funding will be
used to expand an existing $2.2 million pro-
gram launched in 2004 to distribute an addi-
tional 5,500 Smart Irrigation Controllers by the
end of 2011 to the highest water using resi-
dential and commercial properties in Orange
County. This “smart” Irrigation Controller tech-
nology assists customers in delivering the ap-
propriate amount of irrigation water to land-
scape based on soil, slope, type of landscape,
and changing water conditions. Smart irriga-
tion controllers will help use exiting water re-
sources and efficiently as possible to help take
pressure off of our imported water supplies
from Northern California and the Colorado
River. When fully implemented there will be a
reoccurring 40,000 acre foot savings of water
every year.

Requesting Member: Congressman GARY
G. MILLER

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices’ Law Enforcement Technology Program

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Brea

Address of Requesting Entity: 1 Civic Cen-
ter Circle, Brea, CA 92821
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