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with DEA or exempt from registration by the 
Act or by DEA regulations. Another central 
element of this closed system is that DEA reg-
istrants must maintain strict records of all 
transactions in controlled substances. Con-
sistent with the Controlled Substances Act, 
current DEA regulations employ a system to 
account for all controlled substances received, 
stored, distributed, dispensed, or otherwise 
disposed of. 

Take-back programs are unlikely to have 
the resources to separate controlled sub-
stances from other medications or to provide 
a detailed accounting of the kind contemplated 
in the Controlled Substances Act. Take-back 
programs currently in operation have dem-
onstrated that it is possible nonetheless to 
protect against diversion. It will be particularly 
important for DEA model programs to provide 
methods for tracking collected medications 
that are cost-effective for the state to imple-
ment and operate. 

Finally, the Safe Drug Disposal Act prohibits 
pharmaceutical companies from recom-
mending flushing as a means of disposal on 
prescription drug labels. Guidelines issued by 
the White House Office of National Drug Con-
trol Policy recommend that the general public 
dispose of their waste pharmaceuticals in 
household trash, except for thirteen sub-
stances which should be flushed down the toi-
let. The federal guidelines recommend the 
flushing of these thirteen substances because 
their drug labels (required of all pharma-
ceutical products and resulting from the Food 
and Drug Administration’s approval process) 
recommend flushing. 

This bill provides that, in approving an appli-
cation for a medication, FDA shall ensure that 
the labeling not include any recommendation 
or direction to dispose of the medication by 
means of a public or private wastewater treat-
ment system, such as by flushing down the 
toilet. The bill also directs FDA to conduct a 
review of the labeling of medications already 
on the market, and to order any labeling that 
includes a recommendation or direction to dis-
pose of the medication by means of a public 
or private wastewater treatment system, such 
as by flushing down the toilet, to be revised to 
exclude that recommendation or direction. 
This order would be required to be issued 
within one year of enactment of the bill. 

CONCLUSION 

Madam Speaker, it is clear that the lack of 
an effective disposal mechanism for excess 
controlled substances and other pharma-
ceuticals, including over-the-counter medica-
tions, is contributing to contamination of our 
drinking water supply and putting aquatic wild-
life at risk. It is also associated with a dan-
gerous increase in nonmedical use of pharma-
ceuticals, especially among our young people. 
While it is easy to identify the problem, it is 
more difficult to devise a solution that con-
sumers and law enforcement professionals will 
both accept. This bill will allow States to adopt 
take-back programs suited to the needs of 
their communities, and as such will help our 
nation to move toward a comprehensive solu-
tion. 

RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE 
EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT TO RE-
SPECT HUMAN RIGHTS AND RE-
LIGIOUS FREEDOM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2009 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in calling on the 
Egyptian government to respect human rights 
and religious freedom by supporting the res 
which I have just introduced. 

Each year the United States gives Egypt ap-
proximately $1.5 billion in foreign military as-
sistance—with no strings attached. No strings 
attached. 

The United States gives Egypt $1.5 billion a 
year and the Egyptian government continues 
to arbitrarily detain and brutally torture human 
rights and democracy activists, bloggers, and 
members of opposition political parties in its 
attempt to suppress dissent. 

The United States gives Egypt $1.5 billion a 
year and the government of Egypt continues 
to show utter and blatant disregard for human 
rights and religious freedom. 

The United States gives Egypt $1.5 billion a 
year and Egypt continues to allow weapons to 
be smuggled to Hamas through elaborate net-
works of underground tunnels. 

The United States gives Egypt $1.5 billion a 
year and Egyptian government deploys an ar-
senal of Washington’s heavy hitter lobbyists to 
peddle excuses for the deplorable conduct of 
the Egyptian government. 

If you speak to the Egyptian on the street, 
you will find that they long for freedom. They 
long to speak without censure, assemble in 
absence of fear and worship in peace. So I 
call on the Egyptian government to respect 
these fundamental rights. 

We too often forget how we are blessed to 
live in the United States of America. But to 
whom much is given, much is required. Amer-
ica has a responsibility to the world. 

President Ronald Reagan once said that the 
Constitution is ‘‘a kind of covenant. It is a cov-
enant we’ve made not only with ourselves but 
with all of mankind.’’ 

We have a rare opportunity before us. The 
fact is that we not only have the opportunity, 
we have the obligation to stand up for freedom 
where it is stifled, and to seek out justice 
where there is tyranny. 

This nation was founded upon the principle 
that every man is endowed with certain in-
alienable rights. These are the principles 
which led this nation to rise to greatness. Let 
us not turn our backs on these principles now. 

This resolution will put Congress on the 
right side of history. I urge its passage. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF MR. AND MRS. 
ROY JOHNSON 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2009 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I respectfully request the attention of the 
House to pay recognition to an important day 

in the lives of two constituents of mine, Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Johnson. 

On March 7, 2009, the Johnsons will cele-
brate their 50th wedding anniversary. Both 
Roy and Sybil Johnson were born in the Alex-
andria/Saks area of Alabama. In fact, they 
were high school sweethearts. Over the years, 
Roy and Sybil have been blessed with two 
daughters, Delane O’Kelley and Ginger Gard-
ner; and 4 grandchildren, Grant, Gray, Bradley 
and Brock. The Johnsons now also have one 
great grandchild, Katlyn Grace. 

I would like to congratulate Roy and Sybil 
Johnson for reaching this important milestone 
in their lives. They are shining examples of 
love and dedication for us all, and I wish them 
and their family all the best at this important 
occasion. 

f 

ON RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
PEACE CORPS WEEK AND THE 
48TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
PEACE CORPS 

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2009 

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate National Peace Corps Week 
(February 23–March 2) and recognize the 48 
years of commitment to peace made by our 
nation’s Peace Corps volunteers. 

Following a call to service by President 
John F. Kennedy, more than 195,000 Ameri-
cans have served our country in the cause of 
peace by living and working in 139 developing 
nations. 

Currently, 7,876 Peace Corp volunteers are 
making significant and lasting contributions to 
improve the lives of individuals and commu-
nities in 76 countries. This selfless group in-
cludes the following volunteers from Hawaii: 
Claire Albrecht in Zambia; Kristel Balbarino 
and Holly Horcajo in Nicaragua; Jack Chow 
and Noa Thomas in Vanuatu, Theresa Duddy 
in Madagascar; Rachel Grossman in Ukraine; 
Ashley Jones in Micronesia; Kevin Kalhoefer 
in Cambodia; Serette Kaminski in Niger; Ni-
cole Nakama in Botswana; Kevin Schmitz in 
Dominican Republic; Mai Shintani in Gambia; 
and Theodore Varns in Guatemala. 

I also want to recognize and thank the many 
Peace Corps alumni who reside in Hawaii. I 
have many friends who are former Peace 
Corps members. To a person, each has told 
me that their time of service had a major im-
pact on their lives. 

Aloha and mahalo to all Peace Crops volun-
teers past and present for your work in 
strengthening the ties of friendship and under-
standing between the people of the United 
States and others around the world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PEACE CORPS 
VOLUNTEERS FROM OREGON’S 
3RD DISTRICT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2009 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, Presi-
dent Kennedy, speaking 48 years ago at the 
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establishment of the Peace Corps, remarked 
that, ‘‘The initial reactions to the Peace Corps 
proposal are convincing proof that we have, in 
this country, an immense reservoir of such 
men and women—anxious to sacrifice their 
energies and time and toil to the cause of 
world peace and human progress.’’ As the 
proud father of a Peace Corps volunteer, I 
know what was true in 1961 is true today; 
Peace Corps Volunteers are an outstanding 
group of men and women serving the cause of 
humanity across the globe. 

During this National Peace Corps Week, I 
want to honor the service and commitment of 
the Peace Corps Volunteers from Oregon’s 
3rd Congressional district and express my 
pride in my fellow Oregonians who have cho-
sen to devote years of their lives in service to 
others. 

In particular, I want to recognize those 
Peace Corps Volunteers who have begun their 
service in the past year: Laura Baetscher 
(Honduras); Laura Bradford (Belize); Meaghan 
Corwin (Armenia); Paul Council (Moldova); 
Reianna Darosa (Guatemala); Anna Dinh 
(Cameroon); Alana Harris (Guatemala); Mat-
thew Jones (Malawi); Daniel Koza (Uganda); 
Serene Loh (Botswana); Elizabeth Nolan 
(Nicaragua); David Schilmoeller (Bulgaria); 
Lacey Sugarman (Uganda); Allison Wells (Jor-
dan); and Erik Wells (Jordan). 

Their work to empower people and commu-
nities in developing countries is an invaluable 
contribution to creating a safe and prosperous 
world, building bridges between America and 
the world, and establishing a better future for 
people everywhere. 

f 

THE TAXPAYER’S FREEDOM OF 
CONSCIENCE ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce the Taxpayers’ Freedom of Con-
science Act, which forbids federal funds from 
being used for population control or ‘‘family 
planning.’’ The recent executive order allowing 
those who perform and/or promote abortion 
overseas to receive taxpayer money brings 
new urgency to the need to protect pro-life 
Americans from being forced to subsidize 
abortion. 

It is not enough to say that ‘‘family planning’’ 
groups may not use federal funds to perform 
or promote abortion. After all, since money is 
fungible, federal funding of any activities of 
these organizations forces taxpayers to under-
write the organizations’ abortion activities. 
Thus, the Taxpayers’ Freedom of Conscience 
Act is the only way to protect taxpayers from 
having to support what they ‘‘disbelieve and 
abhor.’’ 

Thomas Jefferson eloquently made the case 
for Taxpayer’s Freedom of Conscience Act 
when he said that: ‘‘To compel a man to fur-
nish contributions of money for the propaga-
tion of opinions which he disbelieves and ab-
hors is sinful and tyrannical.’’ 

I hope all my colleagues will join me in help-
ing end the ‘‘sinful and tyrannical’’ policy of 
forcing pro-life Americans to subsidize, either 
directly or indirectly, abortion by cosponsoring 
the Taxpayer’s Freedom of Conscience Act. 

HONORING MR. BEN GRAY 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2009 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, Black History 
Month provides a wonderful opportunity to rec-
ognize the many successful and talented Afri-
can-Americans in my district. Today it is my 
great honor to recognize one in particular—Mr. 
Ben Gray. 

Ben Gray is an outstanding advocate for the 
youth of Omaha, Nebraska. After graduating 
from high school, Gray joined the U.S. Air 
Force. In 1973, he joined KETV television sta-
tion located in Omaha. During his time at 
KETV, he worked his way from photo lab as-
sistant to news photographer and producer 
and host of ‘‘Kaleidoscope’’, a weekly half- 
hour public service program. He has received 
local and nation awards as a reporter and 
photographer. 

Ben is actively involved with at-risk youth 
volunteering his time with C.W. Boxing Club. 
He is also Chairman of the Omaha Public 
Schools African-American Achievement Coun-
cil, a group that works to close the achieve-
ment gap between black and white students. 
Ben is a familiar face, as he remains active in 
promoting equal rights and helping students to 
achieve success. He is active, involved and 
committed to helping children and bettering 
our community. Our nation would benefit from 
more people like Ben. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BOSNIAN 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2009 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Bosnian independence. 
As a founding member and Co-Chairman of 
the Bosnian Caucus, and having the distinct 
pleasure of representing a growing, vibrant 
community of Bosnian-Americans in St. Louis, 
Missouri—one of the largest Bosnian-Amer-
ican communities in the U.S.—I am pleased to 
offer these encouraging words to recognize 
March 1 as Bosnian Independence Day. 

Their appreciation for this country and op-
portunities it affords is reflected in their hard 
work and determination to make a difference 
in their communities and nation. Collectively, 
and as self-reliant individuals they have rein-
vigorated our St. Louis region, and exemplify 
the definition of good neighbors and friends. 

With an understanding that this nation’s 
greatness was built by those who sought out 
America and all she has to offer, we can dur-
ing these hard times take comfort, learn by 
their example, and see that with a sense of 
community and purpose there is no challenge 
too great to overcome. 

Today, I join Bosnian-Americans with great 
pride and hearty congratulations. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE TEACHING 
GEOGRAPHY IS FUNDAMENTAL 
ACT 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2009 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Teaching Geography is 
Fundamental Act, a bill to help ensure that all 
young people acquire the vital global knowl-
edge they need to compete in today’s increas-
ingly-connected world. I thank my colleagues, 
Representatives BLUNT, WALZ, and EHLERS, 
for their leadership and hard work on this 
issue. 

Madam Speaker, our nation is facing a cri-
sis in geographic knowledge. Sixty-three per-
cent of young adults cannot locate Iraq on a 
map of the Middle East. Seventy-five percent 
cannot find Iran. Half cannot locate New York 
on a map of the United States. 

These statistics are emblematic of a general 
lack of knowledge about the world that is trou-
bling in a time when the United States must 
compete in a global marketplace. We need 
Americans to know and understand the coun-
tries and cultures that are or could become 
our political and economic partners. It is unac-
ceptable that seventy-one percent of young 
Americans do not know that the United States 
is the world’s largest exporter of goods. It is 
unacceptable that, despite the fact that it is 
the world’s largest democracy, nearly half of 
young adults do not know where India is lo-
cated. 

We need to improve our children’s under-
standing of their world both within and beyond 
our country’s borders. The Teaching Geog-
raphy is Fundamental Act will do just that. It 
would authorize federal funding to improve 
student achievement, increase teacher train-
ing, encourage education research, and de-
velop effective instructional materials and 
strategies for geography education. It will le-
verage and expand support for geography 
education partnerships. And it will prepare 
America’s students to move forward and suc-
ceed in a rapidly-changing, competitive, global 
economy. 

It is time to be sure that American citizens 
are informed citizens of the world. I ask my 
colleagues to join Congressmen BLUNT, WALZ, 
EHLERS, and me and support the Teaching 
Geography is Fundamental Act. 

f 

PAYDAY LOAN REFORM ACT OF 
2009 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2009 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the ‘‘Payday Loan Reform 
Act of 2009.’’ During turbulent economic times 
like these, many Americans are searching for 
ways to meet their financial obligations. It is 
unfortunate that some in the financial services 
industry have actually profited from the finan-
cial pain of hard-working citizens who are 
doing their very best to provide for their fami-
lies. This Congress should not and will not sit 
back and watch that happen. 
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