February 26, 2009

Requesting Member: Congressman GEORGE
RADANOVICH

Project Name: Pierce’s Disease

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Cooperative State Research Edu-
cation and Extension Service

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: University
of California

Address of Requesting Entity: 1111 Franklin
Street, 6th Floor, Oakland, CA 94607-5200

Description of Request: | have secured
$1,531,000 for Pierce’s Disease Research.
The Pierce’s Disease Research special re-
search grant funds are awarded competitively
to qualified researchers from any state based
on priorities developed by industry, the Univer-
sity and governmental agencies. The program
has supported projects to reduce the popu-
lation of glassy-winged sharpshooters that
spread the disease, map the genome for
xylella fastidiosa—the bacterium that causes
the disease—develop new cultural and vine-
yard practices to help growers contain the
spread of Pierce’s disease, and advance the
search for long-term solutions. Continuation of
funding is important to supporting ongoing
science aimed at finding permanent solutions
for control and containment of this devastating
disease through breeding disease resistant
scion and rootstock, developing new vineyard
management practices, and other break-
throughs.

Requesting Member: Congressman GEORGE
RADANOVICH

Project Name: Regional Operability for Pub-
lic Safety Communications, 2009

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Department of Justice, COPS Law
Enforcement Technology

Legal Name of
Stanislaus County

Address of Requesting Entity: 1010 10th
Street, Suite 6800, Modesto, CA 95354

Description of Request: | have secured
$500,000 for Stanislaus County Regional
Interoperability. This request will enhance the
existing interoperability channel, expand radio
coverage through difficult terrain, replace
aging equipment, continue progress towards
system wide P-25 compliance, and will sup-
port the City and County’s joint efforts to re-
spond to public safety incidents throughout
California’s Central Valley and to be prepared
for a disaster situation. Equipment would in-
clude new towers, transmitters, antennae,
voter/receivers and a security system at the
primary transmission site.

Requesting Member: Congressman GEORGE
RADANOVICH

Project Name:
2009

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Department of Justice, COPS Law
Enforcement Technology

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Fresno
County

Address of Requesting Entity: 2281 Tulare
Street, Third Floor, Room 300, Fresno, CA
93721

Description of Request: | have secured
$200,000 for Fresno County Regional Inter-
operability. Fresno County is attempting to
provide true communication capabilities be-
tween law enforcement, emergency medical
services and fire protection serving Fresno
County and the region by using an intelligent
voice and data communication network. This
request will enable the completion of an elec-

Requesting  Entity:

Regional Interoperability,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

tronic data communication system. The com-
pletion of the system will greatly enhance the
public safety of the approximately 1.5 million
citizens of four counties (Fresno, Kings,
Madera, and a portion of Tulare) and numer-
ous communities served by the participating
agencies through ensuring clear voice, data
and video communications among first re-
sponders and law enforcement during emer-
gencies.

Requesting Member: Congressman GEORGE
RADANOVICH

Project Name: Sacramento and San Joa-
quin River Basins Comprehensive Study

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Corps of Engineers, Investigations

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: California
Department of Water Resources

Address of Requesting Entity:
Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Description of Request: | have secured
$956,000 for the Sacramento and San Joa-
quin River Basin’s Comprehensive Study. This
Sacramento and San Joaquin River Basins
Comprehensive Study is a cooperative effort
between the California Department of Water
Resources and the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers. The purpose of the Comprehensive
Study is to develop a system-wide, com-
prehensive flood management plan for the
Central Valley to reduce flood damage and to
integrate ecosystem restoration in addition to
developing ways to reduce the flood risk to
people, their property, and the state and fed-
eral infrastructure of the Central Valley. The
purpose is also to develop a sustainable flood
management system for the future and to re-
duce the adverse consequences of floods
when they occur. The Study provides a long-
range management program for the Sac-
ramento and San Joaquin River Basins with
the objective of improving the flood carrying
capacity of the system while restoring and pro-
tecting environmental features including wet-
lands as well as fish and wildlife habitat.

Requesting Member: Congressman GEORGE
RADANOVICH

Project Name: Career Technical Education
Pathway Program

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Department of Education, Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Clovis
Unified School District

Address of Requesting Entity: 1450 Hern-
don Avenue, Clovis, CA 93611

Description of Request: | have secured
$476,000 for the Clovis Career Technical Edu-
cation Pathway Program. Funding will provide
essential curriculum and professional develop-
ment and equipment to support the dual ob-
jectives of advancing student academic
achievement and career development in work-
force areas essential to our national economic
development. This funding will allow students
to develop knowledge and skills within the ca-
reer pathway while taking rigorous, integrated
courses that include Honors and Advanced
Placement curriculum for college and univer-
sity admissions. Each pathway will prepare
students for post-secondary education, em-
ployment, or advanced training in a particular
industry sector.

Requesting Member: Congressman GEORGE
RADANOVICH

Project Name: Veterans Boulevard

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Transportation, Community, and
System Preservation
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Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Fresno

Address of Requesting Entity: 2600 Fresno
Street, Fresno, CA 93721

Description of Request: | have secured
$570,000 for Veterans Boulevard. The funding
will be used for the preliminary engineering
and design of a major thoroughfare, the Vet-
erans Boulevard freeway interchange at State
Route 99, which will alleviate growing traffic
concerns as substantial development con-
tinues to expand in the northwest region of
Fresno County. Veterans Boulevard is planned
as a new six lane super-arterial roadway
which includes bridges over SR 99, Golden
State Boulevard and the Union Pacific Rail-
road tracks. The interchange is a critical ele-
ment to alleviate congestion at the Shaw Ave-
nue/SR 99 and the Herndon Avenue/SR 99
interchanges.

Requesting Member: Congressman GEORGE
RADANOVICH

Project Name: State Route 180 East Im-
provements

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Transportation, Community, and
System Preservation

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Fresno

Address of Requesting Entity: 2600 Fresno
Street, Fresno, CA 93721

Description of Request: | have secured
$1,330,000 for State Route 180 East Improve-
ments. The funding will be used to complete
State Route 180 which will accommodate in-
creased safe traffic flows vital for economic
and commercial development of eastern Fres-
no County and will enhance farm-to-market
shipping opportunities for the region. State
Route 180 is vital to the economic health of
the Central Valley. This vital corridor will pro-
vide the much needed East-West route exten-
sions that will ultimately provide a connection
to the only Interstate in Fresno County, Inter-
state 5. State Route 180 improvements help
relieve State Route 99 of truck traffic and air
pollution by moving traffic away from the met-
ropolitan Fresno area.

————————

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2009

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, as an
original co-sponsor | proudly rise in strong
support of H. Res. 83, which recognizes the
significance of Black History Month. Since
1926, the contributions of African Americans
have been recognized and celebrated each
February. It comes as no surprise that this
year Black History Month is especially signifi-
cant with the inauguration of Barack Obama
as the nation’s 44th President.

| thank my colleague and friend from Texas,
Congressman AL GREEN, for introducing this
very important resolution. The joy we all feel
on this occasion is tempered by the grief that
still lingers over the sudden loss last year of
our dear friend and colleague, Congress-
woman Stephanie Tubbs Jones of Ohio.

For more than 400 years and despite tre-
mendous hardships such as slavery, segrega-
tion, and legalized injustice, African Americans
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have made significant contributions to the eco-
nomic, educational, political, artistic, literary,
religious, scientific, and technological life in
the United States.

As Chair of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, let me say that it is altogether fitting and
proper that we set aside the month of Feb-
ruary to remember and honor the achieve-
ments and contributions of American heroes
like George Washington Carver, Dr. Charles
Drew, Justice Thurgood Marshall, Congress-
woman Shirley Chisholm, Jackie Robinson,
Crispus Attucks, Tiger Woods, Benjamin
Banneker, and Guion Bluford, Jr.

But Mr. Speaker, nothing wilts so fast as
laurels that are rested upon. Time marches on
and history unfolds daily. The greatest con-
tributions to the American experience are yet
to be made. The challenges facing our country
are great but not as great as our will to over-
come them. We have an economy to rebuild,
an environment to protect, a generation to
educate, diseases to cure, and lives to re-
claim.

We will succeed. And when the history of
this period is written, | have no doubt that it
will record the tremendous accomplishments
made by Americans, including African Ameri-
cans.

We will rebuild our economy, preserve the
environment and protect the planet, end the
HIV/AIDS epidemic and other scourges; pro-
vide a world class education to the next gen-
eration; and demonstrate to the world not only
that it is possible but desirable for people of
different races, creeds, and religions to live
and work together in peace and harmony.

As members of the greatest legislative body
in the world it remains our duty this month and
every month of every year to pursue policies
that promote social and economic justice.

As an African American woman and legis-
lator who has been benefited from the pio-
neering work of others, | am committed to
doing all that | can to ensure that the doors of
opportunity are opened even wider and that all
persons in our country have the opportunity to
fulfill their potential and realize their dreams.

| urge all Members to joining me in voting to
support this resolution.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1105, OMNIBUS APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2009

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of the Clinical and
Translational Science Award (CTSA) Program
at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). The
CTSA program is an important and trans-
formative initiative designed to improve the
way biomedical research is conducted across
the, country, reduce the time it takes for lab-
oratory discoveries to become treatments for
patients, engage communities in clinical re-
search efforts, and train the next generation of
clinical and translational researchers.

As the Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education Subcommittee noted in its sub-
committee mark, the program has the potential
to create a new paradigm for clinical and
translational research.
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| am proud that two of the 38 current CTSA
sites, the University of North Carolina at Chap-
el Hill and Duke University, are in my district.
These two universities have a track record of
excellence, and | am pleased that NIH has
recognized them as strong research cam-
puses.

Unfortunately, nearly level funding for NIH
over the past few years has severely limited
the size of the award that can be made to
these and the other CTSA-recipient institu-
tions. In addition to hindering the important
work being done at the current CTSA sites,
the funding challenges have encumbered im-
plementation of the program and threaten to
curtail its intended size of 60 sites.

As a firm supporter of NIH, | commend
Chairman OBEY on the increased NIH funding
in both the FY09 Omnibus Appropriations bill
and the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act and thank him for designating for the
CTSA program in the Omnibus bill. | look for-
ward to working with my colleagues on the
Appropriations Committee to provide robust
funding for this important program in the FY10
appropriations cycle.

—

LAW ENFORCEMENT LOOKING
OVER THEIR SHOULDER. ARE
THEY GUN SHY?

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, one
element lost throughout the fight to free Bor-
der Patrol agents Ramos and Compean is the
weakened morale it brought throughout the
entire ranks of the Border Patrol and its pos-
sible detrimental effects on border security.
Everyone in the agency knows it could have
been them standing guard along the border in
Fabens, TX that February day in 2005. Faced
with a similar situation, would they have made
the same call as Ramos and Compean? The
question is an important one because when
placed in future similar situations, agents will
pause and hesitate and will think long and
hard about what course of action to take and
if they take a certain course of action, will their
government back them up or will they face
scrutiny and prosecution? The border is a
dangerous place full of dangerous bad guys
who don’t contemplate these things. Their job
is to get their drugs across the border and will
fight with everything they have to accomplish
that task. Agents are taught to use their train-
ing to help them in the face of danger but
even the most trained agent is human and
most if not all will pause long and hard with
thoughts of Ramos & Compean. Officers who
hesitate to act not only risk safety to them-
selves but they risk losing control of our bor-
der to the bad guys. The problem is, the other
side knows this and their behavior has been
growing ever more hostile and ever more
assaultive to see the length they can take.

Agents who take aggressive action to hold
their border line and protect themselves and
their fellow colleagues are constantly looking
over their shoulder. The Mexican government
has aided in that fear. They constantly are di-
recting pressure from their consulates to local
and national offices of the U.S. Attorney’s of-
fice and FBI to stomp out what they consider
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are aggressive Border Patrol actions against
their citizens, even if they know those citizens
are there to commit crimes against the United
States.

Our government needs to be on the right
side of this border war. Our government needs
to defend our agents who face hostility from a
violent enemy. Our government needs to be
less concerned with protecting criminals and
more concerned with how agents actions will
prevent further crime. Enemies throughout
time respect only one thing and that is action
and defiance. If we allow our agents to show
that force and take it to the enemy instead of
being gun shy, perhaps we will once again re-
store order on the border.

TRIBUTE TO BALTIMORE READS
HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Baltimore Reads—an orga-
nization that has worked tirelessly for the past
20 years to combat illiteracy. Their goal is to
help participants gain the necessary skills for
self-sufficiency, employment, and life-long
learning in order to achieve economic and so-
cial empowerment. For 20 years, Baltimore
Reads has been striving to meet these goals
and, for many participants, has been a means
to achieve them.

Since 1992, Baltimore Reads has distributed
more than one million books to schools and
disadvantaged families. At the Ripken Adult
Learning Center, their educational facility in
downtown Baltimore, more than 325 students
attend classes at proficiency levels ranging
from non-readers to GED candidates. With
their programs in high demand, they have
plans to expand to more locations and add
Internet classes. Today, thousands of Balti-
moreans have the basic skills necessary to
succeed in life because of Baltimore Reads’
efforts.

| strongly support Baltimore Reads’ vision of
a 100 percent literacy rate in Baltimore. |
would like to take this opportunity to commend
them on their work and wish them another 20
years of success.

———————

HONORING POLK COUNTY SCHOOL
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
MARVIN WILLIAMS

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
in celebration of Black History Month, | want to
continue recognizing African Americans from
throughout Georgia’s 11th Congressional Dis-
trict who have had a major impact on their
community.

Today, | rise to honor Marvin Williams of
Rockmart, Georgia in Polk County. Marvin has
demonstrated a passion for serving others
both in his personal and professional lives. For
over 30 years, Marvin has been involved in
the educational system of Polk County. He
began his service as a Special Education
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