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An estimated 15,000 primates are in private 

hands in the United States, and while some 
may think chimpanzees and monkeys are 
good pets, last week’s incident made tragically 
clear that these animals are unsafe when not 
under supervision of trained professionals. Ac-
cording to the Captive Wild Animal Protection 
Coalition, at least 100 people have been in-
jured by captive primates over the past dec-
ade. 

Currently, twenty states prohibit keeping pri-
mates as pets, and the importation of such 
animals into the United States for the pet 
trade has been prohibited by federal law since 
1975. Nevertheless, primates such as the one 
involved in last week’s tragic incident in Stam-
ford are bred in the United States and are 
readily available for purchase from exotic ani-
mal dealers and on the Internet. 

By adding primates to the list of animals 
that cannot be purchased or transported as 
pets across state lines by individuals, H.R. 80 
targets the pet trade and does not affect trade 
or transportation of animals between zoos, re-
search facilities, or other federally licensed 
and regulated entities. This is a targeted, com-
mon-sense bill that will further protect our 
communities and promote animal welfare, and 
I urge my colleagues to support the bill. 

f 

STOP CHILD ABUSE IN RESIDEN-
TIAL PROGRAMS FOR TEENS 
ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 23, 2009 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, as a moth-
er and a former foster mother to 23 troubled 
teens, I strongly believe in the important role 
of the parent or legal guardian in a child’s life. 
This is especially true when it comes to mat-
ters as serious as the health and wellbeing of 
that child. Prescription drugs, such as medica-
tion to treat psychiatric conditions, can have a 
major impact on the mind and body of an 
adult, let alone the young mind and body of a 
child. And, let’s be clear: As adult as today’s 
teens like to appear, they are still very much 
children in need of adult guidance. Critical de-
cisions regarding the administration of pre-
scription medications should only be made by 
a qualified medical doctor with the express 
consent of a parent or legal guardian. 

Consider contraception, for example. Con-
traceptives can cause serious medical prob-
lems like blood clots and migraine headaches. 
Even worse, they can be dispensed in certain 
combinations to prevent implantation of new 
baby, a form of abortion that many parents 
and young girls find morally reprehensible. 
This ‘‘morning after pill’’ can also be used to 
hide evidence of sexual abuse, one of the 
very forms of abuse that this legislation is 
seeking to prevent. 

Unfortunately, H.R. 911 would not only allow 
residential treatment facilities to change a 
child’s prescription medication without the con-
sent of her or his parent or legal guardian, but 
without even consulting them. Committee Re-
publicans offered language to require consent 
before such a change in prescription medica-
tion, but it was defeated during committee 
consideration, almost by party line. The right 

of consent is a necessary component of any 
decision affecting the life of a child, and 
should be explicitly stated in this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, the parents and guardians that 
have raised and cared for these children know 
and understand their children and their med-
ical histories best. Without language requiring 
consent prior to any change in prescription 
medication, the potential positive impact of this 
legislation is lost, and so is the important role 
of the parent in the life of his or her child. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this bill. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HOWARD V. GARY 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2009 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to the life and legacy of the late 
Mr. Howard V. Gary, a beloved community 
leader in my district often credited with helping 
re-shape downtown Miami, who recently 
passed away after a five year battle with can-
cer. 

Born on January 13, 1947, in Harlem Hos-
pital in New York, Mr. Gary’s mother moved 
her two sons to Miami where her family lived 
early in his life. He graduated from Miami 
Northwestern Senior High School. He contin-
ued his education by earning a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science and business adminis-
tration from Morehouse College before earning 
a master’s degree in public policy from the 
University of Michigan. 

One of the most influential figures in Mr. 
Gary’s life was his uncle Mr. Charles Hadley. 
Not only did Mr. Hadley help to take care of 
his family, but he was also a force in Miami 
politics who politicians relied on to get out the 
black vote. 

Mr. Gary was budget director in Newark, 
New Jersey, before relocating to South Florida 
in 1976 as Miami’s budget and management 
director. He made history in the City of Miami 
when he was hired as the first African-Amer-
ican to serve as City Manager. Just 35 years 
old when appointed, Mr. Gary was praised for 
his effective management, guiding the city 
through the completion of MetroRail and the 
construction of the downtown people mover. 
Bayside Marketplace was conceived under his 
leadership as a way to revitalize downtown 
Miami and the declining bayfront area. 

After leaving public office, Mr. Gary dedi-
cated his life to becoming a successful bond 
dealer. Howard Gary and Co., the firm he 
owned, had been involved in 123 bond deals 
around the country since 1992. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues join me in recognizing Mr. Gary’s 
extraordinary life and many accomplishments 
within the South Florida community. I appre-
ciate this opportunity to pay tribute to him be-
fore the United States House of Representa-
tives. Moreover, Mr. Howard V. Gary was 
blessed with a loving family who took pleasure 
in every aspect of his professional career and 
his personal interests. 

RECOGNIZING DR. SAM HORTON 
DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 24, 2009 

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Dr. Sam Horton and to ac-
knowledge his contributions to the Tampa Bay 
area. 

Sam Horton, a native of rural Hillsborough 
County, is a direct descendent of a founding 
family of the historical township of Bealsville. 
Bealsville was founded by 12 freed slave fami-
lies after the Civil War. The courageous group 
homesteaded by clearing their lands, built 
homes and began to farm the land. They were 
dedicated to building a life of hope and faith 
in God based on their newfound freedom. 

Dr. Horton was educated in Florida starting 
with Glover Elementary and Marshall High 
School in Plant City. He received his Bach-
elor’s degree at Florida A&M University in 
1949 and his Doctorate at Nova Southeastern 
University in Ft. Lauderdale. 

Dr. Horton immersed himself into the Tampa 
community after finishing his education. He 
started teaching in the Hillsborough County 
School District in 1949, becoming a principal 
in 1965. Dr. Horton’s passion for education 
and his community inspired him to establish a 
local chapter of the National Alliance of Black 
School Educators. Dr. Horton began to mentor 
and encourage black educators in hopes of 
broadening the pool of talented educators. He 
devoted free time to Phi Beta Sigma Frater-
nity, Beulah Baptist Church, the Guardsmen 
and the NAACP. 

Dr. Horton’s career included a major first. 
He became the first black General Director for 
Secondary Education in the Hillsborough 
County School District in 1978. As a district 
administrator, he travelled several times to the 
African continent consulting with educators to 
help them improve their educational systems. 
Dr. Horton retired from the school system in 
1991. The district honored him by naming the 
Jefferson High School Stadium the Dr. Sam 
Horton Stadium. 

Dr. Horton served as president of the 
Hillsborough NAACP. During his tenure, he 
consolidated the Tampa and Plant City 
branches. Working closely with the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, Dr. Horton publicly op-
posed education plans that would lead to 
more segregated schools in Hillsborough 
County. He also co-founded the Empower-
ment Center which helps black entrepreneurs 
and provides tutoring for children. Dr. Horton 
has encouraged many local youths to partici-
pate in national academic and arts driven 
competitions, NAACP’s ACT-SO, exposing 
these youths to top universities, colleges, and 
scholarships. 

Dr. Horton was married to his wife. Doris, 
for 55 years and is the father of Sheila Warren 
and Dawyan Horton. He is the proud grand-
father of Exley Jr. and Michael Warren, Clif-
ton, Jason and Erin Horton. Michael and Exley 
are following in their grandfather’s footsteps by 
teaching in Florida public schools. 

The Tampa community honors Dr. Sam 
Horton for his outstanding contributions to the 
Tampa Bay area. His career in education 
serves as an inspiration and will continue to 
influence the lives of students and educators 
he touched in our community and abroad. 
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HONORING SPENCER SMITH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Spencer Smith of Kansas 
City, Missouri. Spencer is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 395, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Spencer has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Spencer has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Spencer Smith for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

AMERICAN RECOVERY AND 
REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, by defini-
tion, stimulus is to be immediate, focused, and 
targeted. This ‘‘stimulus bill’’ is no stimulus— 
it’s spending. 

The House version was packed with pork 
for projects like: $3 billion for the Prevention 
and Wellness Fund for immunizations, includ-
ing $335 million for STD prevention programs; 
$800 million to make capital grants to Amtrak; 
and $600 million for GSA to replace a portion 
of federal motor vehicles with a plug-in. 

The Senate Version added: $400 million for 
a Social Services Block Grant; $125 million for 
DC sewers; $500 million for NASA exploration 
activities; $300 million for FBI Construction; $2 
billion for FutureGen; $100 million for National 
School lunch program equipment assistance; 
and $70 million for energy efficient visitor cen-
ters. 

Americans know that not all spending is 
stimulus. If it can’t produce a job THIS 
YEAR—let’s not spend it! 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT 
SANCHEZ 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2009 

Ms. SOLIS of California. Madam Speaker. I 
rise today to honor the career of Robert 
Sanchez, a guidance counselor formerly at La 
Puente High School in California. 

While I was a high school student at La 
Puente I was fortunate enough to have Mr. 
Sanchez as my college guidance counselor. 
Each day he worked tirelessly to promote edu-
cation in our school and in our community. 

During my senior year in high school, Mr. 
Sanchez took a vested interest in my edu-
cation. He personally took time to explain the 
college application process to me and my fam-
ily and helped show me how I could go to col-
lege. 

At the time no one else in my family had at-
tended college. College seemed to be an un-
attainable goal, and the college application 
process was both expensive and daunting. If 
not for Mr. Sanchez’s counseling and guid-
ance, I do not know that I would have been 
able to go on to pursue a college education. 

For youths across our nation, high school 
teachers and counselors are a vital part of 
their education with the power to influence a 
student’s decision to pursue higher education 
or not. I stand here today to honor those 
teachers and guidance counselors, like Robert 
Sanchez, who work each day in our schools, 
with little recognition or accolades, to place 
the dreams of knowledge and a better future 
back into the hands of our children. 

Robert Sanchez has dedicated his life to 
motivating and educating countless youths in 
Los Angeles County and San Diego, Cali-
fornia. Thank you, Mr. Sanchez, for never giv-
ing up on our children. 

f 

HONORING BENJAMIN VLEISIDES 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Benjamin Vleisides of 
Parkville, Missouri. Benjamin is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 395, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Benjamin has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Benjamin has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Benjamin Vleisides for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BET NETWORK’S TV 
SERIES, ‘‘HARLEM HEIGHTS’’ 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2009 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to congratulate Randolph D. Sturrup and Kurt 
Williamson for creating BET Network’s latest 
television series, ‘‘Harlem Heights,’’ premiering 
on March 2, 2009 at my beloved Harlem’s 
grandest stage, the Apollo Theatre. 

Harlem Heights is a half-hour reality docu- 
drama highlighting the ups of and downs of 
seven young African-American professionals 
struggling to balance hectic work schedules 
with complicated social lives. It offers a win-
dow into the fascinating world of New York’s 

young, Black and fabulous crowd. Picking up 
where college leaves off, the show features a 
diverse cast of twenty-somethings with dif-
ferent backgrounds and personalities but com-
mon goals: making the post college leap into 
adulthood and finding love and success in the 
big city on their own terms. 

The concept of Harlem Heights evolved 
from the creator’s deep fascination with Har-
lem and the Harlem Renaissance. Some of 
our most prolific leaders from the past in the 
world of literature and music such as Langston 
Hughes, Claude McKay, Zora Neale Hurston, 
and Richard Wright all lived in Harlem and 
started their careers there. Randy and Kurt 
wanted to tell the story of a group of friends 
all between the ages of 25–30 who represent 
the new Harlem renaissance and all live within 
the world’s most famous neighborhood. The 
show explores the ups and downs of being in 
your mid-twenties in the chapter post college. 
Some of the issues they explore in the series 
include: career transition, love, life challenges, 
and community. 

Harlem has gone through many changes. In 
the 1950s Harlem was predominately Black 
and was a thriving community. The pulse of 
American culture always began in Harlem 
through the musical and literature influences. 
Also Harlem is the home of some of our great 
political figures during the civil rights move-
ment. There are so many historical landmarks 
in Harlem such as the Apollo Theater, Cotton 
Club, Grant’s Tomb, and Abyssinian Baptist 
Church. Over the next two decades Harlem 
became a symbol of urban decay with crime 
and drugs that infested the community. In re-
cent years, the Harlem community has 
emerged as a place of opportunity and resur-
gence. There’s a climate of change and pro-
gression within Harlem that is symbolic and 
parallel to the lives of the cast of Harlem 
Heights. This show represents the new renais-
sance of young, talented and successful Afri-
can-Americans that are emerging as leaders 
and trendsetters within the Harlem community. 

So Madam Speaker, I ask that in this Black 
History Month, that you and my distinguished 
colleagues join me in celebrating the creation 
of such a remarkable and impressive series 
that all Americans can equally enjoy. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2009 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, pursuant to the Republican 
Leadership standards on member requests, I 
am submitting the following information for 
publication in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD re-
garding requests I received as part of H.R. 
1105, the Omnibus Appropriations Act of 
2009. 

I received six projects in H.R. 1105. They 
include: 

$416,000 shared by FL, CA, and TX for the 
Florida Shellfish Aquaculture Project located at 
PO Box 89, Cedar Key, FL 32625. This re-
quest, funded through the Cooperative State 
Research Education and Extension Service, 
SRG account, will fund research needs for 
Florida’s shellfish aquaculture industries. This 
project will address areas, such as genetics, 
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