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of science, learning and applying the best in-
structions and strategies available. Most im-
portantly, Pamela listens intently to the needs 
of her students and shares her awareness 
with colleagues. 

Pamela is also credited with leading Maine 
School Administrative District 59’s success in 
obtaining and implementing two consecutive 
science grants from the Maine Mathematics 
and Science Alliance. She has served on the 
Leadership Design Team since its inception in 
2004, spearheading the integration of forma-
tive assessment probes, new science literature 
and science notebooks in a program that pro-
vides science kits to kindergarten through fifth 
grade classes. She piloted the new strategies 
developed under the grants and shared her 
successes with the K–12 Science Design 
Team, which led to the creation of a profes-
sional development plan for the entire district 
science staff. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Pamela Thompson for her life-long dedication 
and service to her community and the edu-
cation of Maine’s students. 
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HONORING THE BOURBON COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL BAND FOR WIN-
NING CLASS A CHAMPION IN THE 
BANDS OF AMERICA NATIONAL 
COMPETITION 

HON. BEN CHANDLER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. CHANDLER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the accomplishments of a 
special group of students in my congressional 
district. In November, the Bourbon County 
High School Marching Colonels became Class 
A champion at the prestigious Bands of Amer-
ica Grand Nationals competition for the sec-
ond year in a row, placing first out of 91 
marching bands from across the nation. I am 
proud to be able to address the accomplish-
ments of such a talented group of students 
who are more than deserving of our recogni-
tion. 

The Bourbon County High School Band, led 
by directors Eric and Nadine Hale and Kevin 
Akers, has enjoyed great success recently. In 
addition to their national championship—a 
prize considered to be the most prestigious 
award a marching band can win—they won 
the Class AAA title at the Kentucky Music 
Educators’ Association championship just one 
week earlier. At the national championship, 
the 80-member band had the honor of per-
forming for 25,000 people at Lucas Oil Sta-
dium in Indianapolis. Winning one champion-
ship would be quite an accomplishment for 
any band, but that the Bourbon County Band 
has now won back-to-back national titles 
shows just how talented this group of young 
men and women is. 

Madam Speaker, the Bourbon County 
Marching Colonels’ unprecedented success is 
truly deserving of praise and recognition. I be-
lieve that educating our young adults in music 
and the arts is important in continuing to foster 
our great American culture, and it is with great 
pride that I rise today to acknowledge the suc-
cesses of these extremely talented and ac-
complished young men and women. 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, consistent 
with House Republican Earmark Standards, I 
am submitting the following earmark disclo-
sure information for project requests that I 
made and which were included within H.R. 
3326, the ‘‘Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, FY2010.’’ 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN 
DUNCAN 

Account: OP—Army 
Project Amount: $5,000,000 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: TN Army 

National Guard, Houston Barracks, 3041 
Sidco Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37204 

Description of Request: The funding would 
be used to allow Army National Guard trainers 
(both fielded and yet-to-be procured) to net-
work together on a Combined Arms virtual 
battlefield. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. JAMES B. FARR 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, on Decem-
ber 31, 2009, the House of Representatives 
will lose one of its most senior and valuable 
staff members—Mr. James B. Farr. Jim will be 
retiring after 38 years of service in the House 
of Representatives, during which time he 
served on the Committee on the Judiciary 
and, most recently, the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, where he is the Financial Clerk. 

Thirty nine years ago, as a young man from 
southern Maryland, Jim decided to leave the 
tobacco farm founded by his grandfather and 
seek a job on Capitol Hill. This was quite an 
adventure for a country boy who had grown 
up tilling the land. Proudly, the farm is still in 
the family, but no longer grows tobacco. 

Following his graduation from Prince 
George’s Community College with a degree in 
personnel and business management, Jim 
headed for Washington, D.C., where he land-
ed on the doorstep of Congressman Emanuel 
Celler from Brooklyn and Queens, New York, 
the longtime former Chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee. Jim was hired by Mrs. 
Dick, the Staff Director of the Committee, and 
began working as a clerk in the publications 
office where he sorted mail, answered the 
phones, referred bills and assisted in hearing 
preparation. It was shortly after his arrival on 
the Hill that he met his future wife, Christine 
Lynn Wills, who had moved to the Wash-
ington, D.C., area from West Virginia. Chris-
tine Lynn and Jim have been married for 31 
years and have two lovely daughters— 
Michelle and Jennifer. 

Jim’s career on the Hill also progressed. In 
February 1973, he became the Judiciary Com-
mittee’s publications clerk, where he was re-
sponsible for maintaining the Committee’s 
documents. Three years later, Jim was pro-
moted to be the Committee’s financial clerk 
where, under the guidance of the Committee 
Chairman, he prepared, maintained and 

oversaw the Committee’s budget. Jim was so 
talented, and his services so highly prized, 
that he was retained by Chairmen Peter Ro-
dino, Jack Brooks and Henry Hyde. In 2001, 
when the late Rep. Hyde became Chairman of 
what was then known as the House Inter-
national Relations Committee, he asked Jim to 
move with him and serve as financial clerk for 
that Committee. There, Jim once again be-
came an indispensable figure, helping to en-
sure the smooth functioning of the Committee 
and easing the transition to the late Chairman 
Tom Lantos and, subsequently, to me. 

Mr. Farr has served the Congress under 
both Democratic and Republican leadership 
with great distinction and integrity. His service 
epitomizes the finest qualities of government 
service. We are all grateful for that service 
and for the example he has provided to gen-
erations of new committee staff whom he has 
mentored. He will now retire and spend more 
time with his family and more time on the 
farm, where third and fourth generations of the 
Farr family now reside. Thankfully, despite his 
years of dedicated and impressive service, 
Jim wears his years easily, and we wish him 
much good will as he pursues his favorite hob-
bies of boating, fishing, and hunting. 

Good luck and thank you Jim from a grate-
ful House of Representatives. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand-
ards on earmarks, I am submitting the fol-
lowing information regarding earmarks I re-
ceived as part of H.R. 3288, the Departments 
of Transportation, HUD, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2010. 

Project Name: Maniilaq Association in 
Kotzebue, AK, for establishing a cancer treat-
ment center 

Bill Number: H.R. 3288 
Legal Name and address of entity receiving 

earmark: Maniilaq Association, P.O. Box 256, 
Kotzebue, AK 99752 

Description of how the money will be spent 
and why the use of federal taxpayer funding is 
justified: There are high rates of cancer 
among AK Natives and a cancer center lo-
cated in rural Alaska would allow for 
screenings, early detection and local treat-
ment. 

Appropriated Amount: $500,000 
Detailed Finance Plan: Equipment $500,000 
Project Name: Denali Commission in An-

chorage, AK, to support health projects and 
economic development activities for the arctic 
region 

Bill Number: H.R. 3288 
Legal Name and address of entity receiving 

earmark: Denali Commission, 510 L Street, 
Suite 410, Anchorage, AK 99501 

Description of how the money will be spent 
and why the use of federal taxpayer funding is 
justified: The funding would be used to sup-
port health projects and economic develop-
ment activities for the arctic region under the 
Denali Commission Act of 1998. 

Appropriated Amount: $10,000,000 
Detailed Finance Plan: Programming 

$10,000,000 
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THIS HANUKKAH—IN HONOR OF 

ALL OUR ARMED FORCES AND 
THEIR FAMILIES THIS HANUK-
KAH 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with a poetic tribute in honor of our 
magnificent Armed Forces and their splendid 
families this Hanukkah, and holiday season. 
And for all of the ones who are so separated 
by the miles so very far across the shores. 
Our hearts, especially go out to all of those 
families who have lost their greatest loves of 
all, in the defense of our Nation. And to all of 
those recovering from the grave wounds of 
war we pray for their speedy recovery. Bless 
them all! I ask that this poem penned by Al-
bert Caswell be placed in the RECORD in 
honor of them as follows: 

THIS HANUKKAH 

This Hanukkah . . . 
As the family gathers round . . . 
All in This Festival of Lights to be found 

. . . 
All in this time of remembrance, as de-

scribed in the Talmud of long . . . long 
ago . . . 

With eights days of light and remembrance, 
of events so miraculous so . . . 

As the children dance with songs of joy, and 
the love of your family grows . . . 

Reciting Hallel prayer, and the games, as the 
Dreidels spin there so . . . 

We should also remember, this other miracle 
of all of those . . . 

THE MIRACLE OF OUR ARMED FORCES, 
SELFLESSNESS SO! 

Of All Those families! Those Patriots of 
Peace, of all of these . . . 

The ones, who will not together be . . . 
Who upon battlefields of honor fight . . . 
So far away from our Country Tis of Thee, 

on this night . . . 
Men and Women of honor bright, who for all 

of us so carry on that fight . . . 
Who live with such heartache and death, as 

on each new day our lives they bless 
. . . 

And all of those ones, whose greatest of all 
loves . . . now lie in soft quiet graves 
. . . 

Precious Daughters and Sons, Husbands and 
Wives . . . 

Brother and Sisters, Fathers and Mothers 
who gave . . . 

The greatest of gifts, That Last Full Meas-
ure . . . as did they! 

Whose loved ones pain, can not be healed by 
time . . . nor so divided this day . . . 

As on this joist holiday season, they sit with 
tears in eyes do they . . . 

With one less place at the dinner table set 
. . . with all of this grieving so yet! 

And all of those who have come home, with-
out arms and legs . . . 

Inspiring us with their courage they! 
Blessing us all, but with all those fine gifts 

of selflessness conveyed! 
Making us all so see, just how magnificent 

and inspiring a heart can be! 
And all of those who have loved ones, far 

across the shores . . . 
As each new day, but brings to them such 

great worry so for sure . . . 
But, waiting . . . but waiting for, that dread-

ed knock on the door . . . 
That phone call, that they so now pray not 

for . . . 
Quiet Heroes, one and all! 

Watching them from Heaven, The Angel’s 
tear drops fall . . . 

Lord God, Lord God . . . Bless Them . . . 
Bless Them All! 

For So Many, So Few Have But Paid The 
Cost! 

So bore the burden, so carry that cross! That 
cross of war! 

This Hanukkah, as you hold your families 
tight . . . and all seems so very right 
. . . 

As you see all those smiles on your chil-
dren’s faces, as these sacred nights 
races . . . 

Give thanks, Give praise . . . as upon your 
knees you pray . . . 

For all of those families, whose sacrifice . . . 
the blessings of freedom, they gave! 

On This Hanukkah, in this The Kindling . . . 
as each new candle you light . . . 

Eight days of prayer and gratitude, in this 
joist Festival of Lights . . . 

A time for families to celebrate, to remem-
ber how miracles can burn so bright 
. . . 

Remembering too, our Armed Forces mir-
acles of sacrifice . . . 

This Hanukkah! 
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THE SKYLINE SPARTANS 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise in recognition of a high school football 
program located in my District—the 8th of 
Washington—that won the 4A State title on 
Saturday, December 5, their third in a row. 

The Skyline Spartans (12–2), located in 
Sammamish, Washington—and competing in 
the KingCo 4A League, Crest Division—de-
feated the Ferris Saxons, 45–21 at the Ta-
coma Dome to win the 2009 State 4A Cham-
pionship. The win marked the third straight 
State title win for Skyline. I offer my congratu-
lations to the entire team and team captains 
Anthony De Matteo, Cooper Pelluer, Jake 
Heaps, Jase Butorac and Tommy Aarts. 

I also want to thank head coach Mat Taylor 
and his assistant coaches, Steve Chmiel, Tom 
Collins, Jeff Johnson, Bruce Hasson, Kyle 
Snell, Ryan Thorsen, Brett VanVoorhis and 
Evan Flay for providing wonderful examples 
for their players and dedicating many hours to 
the teaching and training of a group of tal-
ented young athletes. Our communities and 
our young people are better off with the influ-
ence you provide. Thank you for your service. 

Congratulations and thanks also go out to 
Principal Lisa Hechtman, Athletic Director 
Kevin Rohrich and all the teachers at Skyline. 
Enjoy another football championship and know 
that your community, your students and your 
student-athletes all appreciate your efforts and 
sacrifices. Go Spartans! 

f 

IN HONOR OF MS. KAREN NESBIT 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to recognize 
and congratulate Ms. Karen Nesbit of Franklin, 

Wisconsin. Ms. Nesbit was recently awarded 
the 2008 Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Mathematics and Science Teaching. The 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathe-
matics and Science Teaching Program recog-
nizes outstanding teachers across the country 
for their contributions to the academic and 
personal development of students in science 
and mathematics. 

Ms. Nesbit has been an educator for 23 
years. She has taught in the Franklin Public 
School District since 1990, and currently 
teaches first grade at Pleasant View Elemen-
tary School. The education of our youth is 
very important to the continued success of our 
communities and our country. It is through the 
dedication of teachers such as Ms. Nesbit that 
students and are well-equipped with the 
knowledge and skills they need for their future. 

On behalf of those I represent in the 1st 
District of Wisconsin, I extend my gratitude 
and congratulations to Ms. Karen Nesbit. 

f 

FIRST FLIGHT OF THE 787 
DREAMLINER 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, I want to rec-
ognize the Boeing Co. on their first flight of the 
787 Dreamliner. This successful flight marks 
an important milestone in the development of 
the 787 Dreamliner, and represents the collec-
tive efforts and hard work of everyone at the 
Boeing Company, particularly the dedicated 
Boeing employees who live in my district. The 
787 Dreamliner is airplane that is not only 
much more efficient than any other airplane on 
the market, but also represents a new genera-
tion of technologically advanced commercial 
airplanes that will change the future of com-
mercial aviation. 

f 

SPIRIT OF TOURISM AWARDS 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to offer congratulations to several of West Vir-
ginia’s most dedicated and hardworking indi-
viduals. On December 1, 2009, several indi-
viduals were honored for their role in enhanc-
ing tourism to Greenbrier County when the 
Greenbrier County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (CVB) presented their fourth annual 
Spirit of Tourism Awards. 

The Greenbrier County CVB presented four 
awards to honor people who have made a dif-
ference in the local economy through enhanc-
ing local tourism. The Spirit of Tourism 
Awards recognize residents that have made a 
significant impact on the tourism industry in 
the areas of tourism development, vol-
unteerism, securing a convention or meeting 
to the area, and excelling at partnering with 
the Greenbrier County CVB. 

This year’s Greenbrier Award recipient was 
awarded to Jim Justice for his hard work and 
dedication since his purchase of ‘The 
Greenbrier’ earlier this year. Mr. Justice has 
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