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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
JACK GAINES THAXTON

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the life of Jack Gaines
Thaxton who passed away August 7, 2009 at
the age of 90. A lifelong Texan, Mr. Thaxton
was born April 23, 1919 in Kaufman, Texas to
Estelle Gaines Thaxton and John W. Thaxton.
He spent his childhood and adolescent years
in Rockwall, Texas, graduating from high
school in 1937. Even in his early years, he
demonstrated character qualities which would
be associated with his name throughout his
life. He dedicated himself to many activities in
school including football, which he excelled in,
baseball, and tennis, also taking pride in his
perfect attendance record.

Upon graduating, Mr. Thaxton worked for
three years as assistant manager for the
Boyer Drug Company in Rockwall before vol-
unteering for service in the Texas National
Guard, later serving with the 112th Calvary.
During World War Il, he campaigned in the
Pacific Theater and in the liberation of the
Southern Philippines and Luzon. After con-
tracting malaria and hepatitis, Mr. Thaxton
spent several months recovering in an Army
hospital before being released in 1945. Mr.
Thaxton received several decorations, includ-
ing five bronze stars for meritorious service—
valor.

After he returned to Texas, Mr. Thaxton en-
rolled at the University of Texas in Austin,
Texas, where he earned a Bachelor Degree in
Business Administration in 1949. Shortly after
graduating, he married Marguerite Ruth Davis
and the couple moved to Corpus Christi where
he worked for H.E.B Grocery Company for
thirty years. Marguerite passed away after
twenty-two years of marriage, and Mr. Thaxton
later remarried to Marjorie N. Thaxton.

Mr. Thaxton decided to combine his passion
for sports and education when he established
a golf scholarship at his alma mater, Rockwall
High School, the proceeds of which help stu-
dents further their academic goals.

He was a faithful member of the First United
Methodist Church, a Mason, and later a mem-
ber of the Al Amin Shrine Temple. He is sur-
vived by his son, James Eric Thaxton and his
wife Carol Arnold Thaxton, along with three
grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | ask those present today
to join me in honoring the life of this American
veteran and dedicated American citizen, Mr.
Jack Gaines Thaxton.

———

IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM POPE
“BILLY” LANGDALE, SR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of William
Pope “Billy” Langdale, Sr., a man | was proud
to call my friend and constituent. An accom-
plished public servant who was devoted to his
community, state, country, his family, and
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friends, Billy passed away on December 12,
2009, at the age of 88.

Billy lived his entire life in Valdosta in
Lowndes County, Georgia. He graduated from
Valdosta High School in 1938 where he was
a proud member of the Valdosta Wildcat foot-
ball team. He went on to attend the University
of Georgia, where he played football for the
Bulldogs before enlisting in the United States
Marine Corps in 1942. He served in the Ma-
rines for 10 years and was awarded a Bronze
Star before retiring at the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel.

His public career began in 1960, when he
was elected as chairman to the Lowndes
County Board of Commissioners, where he
served for 16 years. He then served as Chair-
man of the Georgia Department of Transpor-
tation board for 2 years before becoming the
Second Congressional District representative
on the DOT board, a post he held for more
than 25 years. He was instrumental in numer-
ous local transportation projects, from highway
improvements to the six-laning of Interstate

Billy fittingly received many accolades for
his public service, including being named as
one of Georgia Trend magazine’s “100 Most
Influential Georgians” as well as South Geor-
gia Business magazine’s list of the “Most In-
fluential South Georgians.” A highway in my
district is named the “Billy Langdale Highway”
in his honor. Upon his retirement in 2008, both
the Georgia State Senate and the Georgia
House of Representatives passed resolutions
thanking Billy for his many years of service to
the state.

Madam Speaker, the State of Georgia, es-
pecially the Second Congressional District,
and our Nation have been truly blessed to
have benefited from the tremendous leader-
ship of Billy Langdale. He will be remembered
for the compassion he spread continuously
throughout his life, his great humor, his never
ending modesty, his intense desire to help
others, and his unwavering love for his family.

A TRIBUTE TO BOB HEFT
HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to and remember the life of an out-
standing individual, Mr. Robert G. Heft of
Saginaw, MI, who | am sad to report passed
away this week.

Mr. Heft, who liked to be called simply
“Bob,” was a man whose innovation and patri-
otism created a legacy that reaches even into
outer space.

Bob was the man behind a true representa-
tion of patriotism, the symbol of our Nation
that flies proudly today above this very build-
ing, across the country, around the world, and
yes, is even on the moon.

Using his mother's sewing machine and a
hot iron, Bob created the first fifty-star flag as
an assignment for school. His teacher origi-
nally gave him a B minus, so they made a
deal: if Bob’s design was accepted by Con-
gress, he would change the grade to an A.

So Bob sent his prototype to his Governor
and Congressman.

Then, one morning in 1958, Bob received a
very special phone call. On the other end of
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the line was President Dwight D. Eisenhower,
personally calling the high schooler to tell him
that Bob’s version of the American Flag was
picked by the President to replace the 48-star
flag as the official design for our recently-ex-
panded Nation. Bob’s flag was chosen from
more than 190,000 entries submitted.

Bob was there with the President on July 4,
1960, when the flag was flown for the first
time. What began as a history project later be-
came the longest-serving flag in American His-
tory, an American icon, and the true face of
freedom. Bob’s work is an inspiration to our
students that each morning recite the pledge
of allegiance to the flag of the United States
of America.

And yes, it was his flag that just a few years
later was launched and planted on the Moon,
a perpetual reminder that our citizens’ innova-
tive talents know no bounds.

Bob’s service to our Nation did not end
there though. He was a longtime Professor at
Northwest State Community College in
Archbold, Ohio. After his retirement, Bob
served as mayor of Napoleon, Ohio for 14
years, becoming the longest serving mayor in
the town’s history. During this time, Bob also
became a popular motivational speaker, going
to schools and veterans’ groups all over the
country to tell his unique stories. The many
that met him said that Bob emanated a true
warmth and love for his country.

| wish to extend my sincere thanks to Bob
Heft, a true patriot throughout his life. | also
wish to extend my deepest condolences to his
family and friends. Though most citizens may
have never met him, all have been touched by
the symbol of American freedom that he cre-
ated, and has become part of the integral fab-
ric of this country.

————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3288,

CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2010
SPEECH OF
HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 10, 2009

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
H.R. 3288, the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2010. This bill provides the necessary
funding to sustain our agencies covered by six
regular appropriations bills and incorporates
many key projects that directly benefit our
communities nationwide.

| am very supportive of providing resources
to ensure that quality programs and projects
continue to receive assistance to improve in-
frastructure, expand education programs, re-
tain jobs, and provide adequate equipment
and service to our military personnel and vet-
erans. | would like to thank my colleagues for
their leadership on this bill and their support of
projects in South Texas.

| am happy to note that within this agree-
ment | was able to secure funding for several
projects benefiting my district. Through these
appropriations, new jobs and innovative devel-
opments will continue to advance our commu-
nity as well as contribute to the future of our
country. Some of these projects include:
$500,000 for facilities and equipment at the
University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas
Southmost College, $250,000 for the Texas
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A&M Corpus Christi Adjudicated Youth Pro-
gram, $150,000 for Global Marketing and Lo-
gistics Certification Program at the University
of Texas at Brownsville, $300,000 for street
improvements at the Robstown Inland Port,
$500,000 for the Corpus Christi and Robstown
Regional Intermodal Transit Facility, $700,000
for Shrimp Industry Fishing Effort Research
Continuation in the Gulf of Mexico and
throughout the country, $19,764,000 for Cor-
pus Christi Naval Air Station Operational Fa-
cilities to support T-6 planes, $4,470,000 for
the Solar Panel Array at Kingsville Naval Air
Station, $10,200,000 for the Robstown Tac-
tical Equipment Maintenance Facility, and
$200,000 for the Brownsville and Corpus
Christi Independent School Districts’ joint
South Texas Library Literacy Project.

| want to make clear that my vote for this bill
reflects solely my support for the aforemen-
tioned priorities. | have consistently voted
against using federal funds to support abortion
services and am pleased that this bill upholds
those limitations so that my constituents’ tax
dollars are not used in a way inconsistent with
their moral beliefs.

My vote in favor of H.R. 3288 reflects my
commitment to fund this nation’s economic pri-
orities and help our South Texas communities,
educational facilities, and small businesses in
the midst of a deep recession.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. ZACH WAMP

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, as a leader on
earmark reform, | am committed to protecting
taxpayers’ money and providing greater trans-
parency and a fully accountable process. H.R.
3326, Department of Defense and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010 contains
the following funding:

Requesting Member: Rep. ZAcH WAMP

Account: Research, Development, Test And
Evaluation, Army—Medical Technology

Legal Name Requesting Entity: Department
of Orthopedic Surgery, University of Ten-
nessee College of Medicine Chattanooga

Address: 975 East Third Street
tanooga, TN 37403

Description of Request: The University of
Tennessee College of Medicine Chattanooga
requested funding for its work with artificial
bone implants and grafts for American sol-
diers, airmen, sailors and marines who have
lost limbs in combat. This research will greatly
enhance the lives of injured service members
giving them more independence and allow
them to live more productive and fulfilling
lives. The University of Tennessee College of
Medicine Chattanooga receives $1,000,000 for
this project.

Distribution of funding:

Yearly Staffing—37%

Consultative Services—9%

Scientific Material—54%

Requesting Member: Rep. ZACH WAMP

Account: Other Procurement, Army—Train-
ing Devices, Nonsystem

Legal Name Requesting Entity: Tennessee
Army National Guard

Address: Houston Barracks,
Drive Nashville, TN 37204

Chat-
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Description of Request: The Tennessee
Army National Guard requested funding to
purchase and maintain Combined Arms Virtual
Trainers to better prepare service members for
deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan. This
equipment replicates virtual battlefields and al-
lows Army National Guard soldiers to train as
they will fight. Allowing Combined Arms Train-
ing within a virtual environment will save lives
on the real battlefield. The Tennessee Army
National Guard receives $5,000,000 for this
equipment.

Distribution of funding: Equipment, Software,
& Maintenance—100%

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF EDWARD
ALLEN POPE

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and accomplishments
of Edward Allen Pope of Amarillo and life-long
resident of Dallas, who died at the age of 85
on October 29, 2009.

Ed was born October 31, 1923 to Gertrude
Milam and Edward G. Pope. After graduating
from Crozier Tech High School in 1942, he
joined the U.S. Navy and earned the rank of
Lieutenant Commander. He served during
World War Il and the Korean Conflict as a
naval aviator. He received The China Service
Medal, the National Defense Service Medal
and the Naval Reserve Medal. After Naval re-
tirement, he became an electrician for Ling,
Oliver and O’Dwyer, working there until his re-
tirement in 1989.

In December 1947, he married Virginia
Shelly, and they would have celebrated 62
years together this year as man and wife. He
was a great “in-law”, loving Virginia’s family
as his own. Ed was a family man—a great fa-
ther of strong faith and conviction. He was a
faithful member of Christ Church in Dallas,
serving on their Vestry as Junior Warden for
35 years. He loved unconditionally and he
loved a good time. His rule in life was “the
more the merrier” and he was the leader and
planner for hunting, skiing and boating excur-
sions and many family outings. He was an in-
quisitive, generous, tender-hearted, gentle
man loved by all who knew him.

Ed is survived by his wife, Virginia; a broth-
er, Norman Pope of Austin; a daughter,
Janace Pope Ponder of Amarillo and her hus-
band, David; his daughter in-law Debby Pope;
his grandchildren, Paige Garmon, Abby Mitch-
ell, Carmen Juckett and Courtney Pope; and
great grandchildren, Michael Clouse, Peyton
Garmon, Madison Garmon, Shelby Garmon,
Kaylee Mitchell and Jacob Juckett; as well as
nieces, nephews and many close friends and
other family members. He was preceded in
death by his parents and his son, Joseph
Pope. Madam Speaker, | ask those present
today to join me in honoring the life of this
great American, Edward Allen Pope.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE
RESOLUTION OF INQUIRY

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a Resolution of Inquiry directing the
Attorney General to transmit to the House all
information relating to the decision to dismiss
an important voter intimidation case, United
States v. New Black Panther Party. The case
sought to enforce Voting Rights Act statutes
against members of the New Black Panther
Party that threatened Philadelphia voters—
both verbally and physically—last year.

This case was inexplicably dismissed earlier
this year—over the ardent objections of the
career attorneys overseeing the case as well
as the department’s own appeal office.

| regret that Congress must resort to over-
sight resolutions as a means to receive infor-
mation about the dismissal of this case, but
the Congress and the American people have
a right to know why this case was not pros-
ecuted.

As ranking Republican member of the
House Commerce-Justice-Science Appropria-
tions Subcommittee that funds the Justice De-
partment, | take oversight of the department
very seriously.

| also strongly support voting rights protec-
tions. In 1981, | was the only member—Re-
publican or Democrat—of the Virginia delega-
tion in the House to vote for the Voting Rights
Act and was harshly criticized by the editorial
page of the Richmond Times-Dispatch, and
when | supported its reauthorization in 20086, |
was criticized again by editorial pages.

Time and again over the last year, the de-
partment has stonewalled any effort to learn
about the decision to dismiss this case.

| have written Attorney General Holder on
six occasions asking for an explanation for the
dismissal of this case. To date, | have re-
ceived no response from him.

| wrote the DOJ Inspector General to re-
quest a review of this decision. He deferred to
the Office of Professional Responsibility—
which reports directly to the Attorney General.

| have written the Office of Professional Re-
sponsibility seeking information on its inves-
tigation. The Office has refused to share any
information.

In fact, the only response | have received—
from a legislative affairs staffer—was woefully
incomplete and—in places—inaccurate.

Two months ago, | met with House Judiciary
Chairman CONYERS to ask for his assistance
in obtaining this information, but he has yet to
take any action. This is a shameful failure to
provide necessary congressional oversight.

It is not only Congress that is being
stonewalled by the Attorney General. The U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights has repeatedly
sought this same information, in fulfillment of
its statutory responsibility to ensure the en-
forcement of civil rights law.

After being similarly rebuffed, the commis-
sion filed subpoenas with the department for
this information as well as to interview the ca-
reer attorneys that handled the case.

However, we understand that the Attorney
General has instructed his department to ig-
nore these subpoenas. The nation’s chief law
enforcement officer is forcing these career at-
torneys to choose between complying with the
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