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INTRODUCTION OF SMALL 

BREWERS’ EXCISE TAX BILL 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to introduce legislation to pro-
mote American jobs. Over 30 years ago, Con-
gress worried that a few industry giants would 
dominate the domestic beer industry, squeez-
ing out local and regional brewers. In re-
sponse, Congress reduced the tax rate on 
beer produced by small brewers. That dif-
ferential has led to the creation of thousands 
of craft brewers, who are small business own-
ers and employers in our communities. How-
ever, the consolidation at the top of the market 
has continued. 

Today, the two top players in the beer mar-
ket, which are global companies, control more 
than 90% of American beer production. Clear-
ly, we need to do more to foster and promote 
growth for these small, independent American 
brewers. That is why I am filing legislation 
today, along with my Committee colleague 
and friend from Texas, Mr. BRADY, to provide 
a more graduated rate of excise tax on beer 
produced domestically by small brewers. Our 
bill provides two benefits to small brewers. 
First, for those who produce less than 60,000 
barrels per year, the current excise tax rate is 
cut in half to $3.50 per barrel. Second, for 
those who produce more than 60,000 but less 
than 6 million barrels, still well short of the in-
dustry giants, they will enjoy the same tax 
break on the first 60,000 barrels but will pay 
a tax rate of $16 per barrel rather than the 
current $18 per barrel on the amount over 
60,000 and less than 2 million. Any barrel over 
that threshold will continue to be taxed at the 
current $18 rate. 

This legislation has the support of the Brew-
ers Association, representing more than 1,500 
small and independent brewers in America, in-
cluding 85 regional breweries that produce be-
tween 15,000 and 2 million barrels per year, 
470 microbreweries that produce less than 
15,000 barrels per year, and 961 brewpubs 
that sell 25% or more of their beer on site. 
These small brewers employ more than 
100,000 workers, generating more than $3 bil-
lion in wages. Their dedication to craft brewing 
has led to a renaissance in flavorful beer here 
in America and more respect for American 
brewers abroad. However, they still lack the 
economies of scale in marketing, advertising, 
production, promotion and distribution that the 
giants of the industry enjoy. 

As the landscape of the beer market con-
tinues to change, we should revisit these tax 
provisions to provide for further growth of 
these smaller brewers. We should continue 
the effort we started more than 30 years ago 
to nurture a diverse and competitive market 
and promote small domestic producers to 
keep this American industry thriving. These 
are good jobs in our local communities that 
protect American craftsmanship. I urge our 
colleagues to join us in this effort. 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. CONNIE MACK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding earmarks I received as part of 
H.R. 3288—Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
FY 2010. 

Project Name: Interstate 75/Collier Boule-
vard/SR 84 Interchange Improvements 

Requesting Member: Congressman CONNIE 
MACK 

Bill Number: H.R. 3288—Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, FY 2010 

Account: Federal Highway Administration 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Florida 

Department of Transportation 
Address of Requesting Entity: 605 Suwan-

nee Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
Description of Request/Justification of Fed-

eral Funding: $800,000: The current inter-
change serves the east Naples area, Golden 
Gate City, and Marco Island, and is the clos-
est interchange from the east to the City of 
Naples. The funding will be utilized for capac-
ity improvements at the Interstate 75/Collier 
Boulevard/SR 84 Interchange and will improve 
traffic flow in the region. 

Project Name: FGCU Impact of Freshwater 
Flow into Coastal Waters—FGCU Coastal Wa-
tershed Institute 

Requesting Member: Congressman CONNIE 
MACK 

Bill Number: H.R. 3288—Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, FY 2010 

Account: Higher Education (includes FIPSE) 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Florida 

Gulf Coast University 
Address of Requesting Entity: 10501 FGCU 

Blvd., South, Fort Myers, FL 33965 
Description of Request/Justification of Fed-

eral Funding: $350,000; Florida’s coast is a 
principal economic driver, attracting millions of 
tourists and thousands of residents to the 
coastal communities of Southwest Florida. 
Proper management of the freshwater that the 
coastal environment receives is critical to pre-
venting toxic algal blooms and negative im-
pacts on recreational and commercial fish-
eries. FGCU is requesting federal funding for 
their Coastal Watershed Institute to address 
the impacts associated with changes in the 
freshwater flows into the area. This project is 
geared to students learning about future man-
agement of our fragile ecosystems. 

Project Name: Emergency Services Tech-
nology, Collier County, Florida 

Requesting Member: Congressman CONNIE 
MACK 

Bill Number: H.R. 3288—Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, FY 2010 

Account: DOJ/COPS 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Collier 

County, FL 
Address of Requesting Entity: 3301 East 

Tamiami Trail, Naples, Florida 34112 
Description of Request/Justification of Fed-

eral Funding: $800,000 will be utilized for the 
acquisition of public safety technology equip-
ment for the Collier County Emergency Serv-
ices Center. The funding is important because 
it will help to better equip Collier County’s 
emergency service providers to respond to 

events that could endanger the safety and citi-
zens of Collier County, Florida. 

Project Name: FGCU Law Enforcement and 
Public Safety 

Requesting Member: Congressman CONNIE 
MACK 

Bill Number: H.R. 3288—Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, FY 2010 

Account: DOJ/OJP-Byrne Discretionary 
Grants 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Florida 
Gulf Coast University 

Address of Requesting Entity: 10501 FGCU 
Blvd, South, Fort Myers, Florida 33965 

Description of Request/Justification of Fed-
eral Funding: $200,000 will be utilized for the 
development of tools for training and proc-
essing crime scenes for use by law enforce-
ment and public safety officials. This work will 
be done at the Florida Gulf Coast University in 
its Law Enforcement and Public Safety De-
partment. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF MARTIN COUNTY, 
NORTH CAROLINA SHERIFF’S 
DEPUTY CHARLES DOUGLAS 
BROWN, JR. 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, it is 
with deep sadness that I report that a law offi-
cer was killed in the line of duty in my Con-
gressional District on Tuesday, December 8, 
2009. Thirty-eight-year-old Martin County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Charles ‘‘Charlie’’ Douglas 
Brown, Jr. was killed in an exchange of gun-
fire while on duty. 

Funeral services will be held on Saturday, 
December 12, 2009 as the entire community 
mourns his untimely death. He is survived by 
his wife, Cindy, and their two daughters, Mor-
gen and Carlie. He was a member of Maple 
Grove Christian Church. 

Sheriff’s Deputy Brown was a U.S. Marine 
veteran having served in Desert Storm. He 
served as a member of the U.S. Marines 
Honor Guard and was recognized with the 
Elegance Medal. He also assisted with the 
Katrina disaster in New Orleans, Louisiana 
and the Tsunami Disaster in Thailand. He was 
a K9 officer serving with his faithful dog H2. 

He had a great love of fishing and hunting, 
and he was well liked by his fellow officers 
and throughout the community. 

As a nation, we have lost more than 20,000 
officers in the line of duty over the course of 
our history. Mr. Brown was the 115th law offi-
cer killed in the line duty this year, and the 
seventh officer killed in the line of duty in 
North Carolina. 

Despite the constant threats of harm and 
danger, day after day, and year after year, 
dedicated professionals, like Mr. Brown, make 
the sacrifices for their communities, without 
asking for thanks or praise. 

Sheriff’s Deputy Brown unwaveringly upheld 
the values that make this country great—duty 
honor, sacrifice. Those values and their sac-
rifice are a somber reminder that the freedoms 
that we share do not come without a cost. 

He and his fellow officers who will carry on 
this essential work deserve our strong support 
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and our thankful recognition. Madam Speaker, 
I ask that my colleagues join me in recog-
nizing Mr. Brown’s extraordinary service and 
sacrifice. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FRIENDS OF 
YALE–NEW HAVEN CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the wonderful work done by the Friends 
of Yale–New Haven Children’s Hospital, who 
are celebrating their 20th anniversary this 
month. 

In 1989, a dear friend of mine, the late Dr. 
Joseph Warshaw, brought together a diverse 
group of community volunteers in and around 
Yale–New Haven Children’s Hospital to ad-
dress issues related to children’s health, safe-
ty, and well-being. In the two decades since, 
these dedicated volunteers have continued 
their important work on behalf of the kids and 
families of Connecticut, contributing thousands 
of hours of volunteer time and having raised 

over $1 million for Yale–New Haven Children’s 
Hospital and the Department of Pediatrics at 
the Yale School of Medicine. 

Through telethons, fundraisers, sports tour-
naments and other community outreach 
events, the Friends have worked to raise 
awareness of and financial support for the im-
portant pediatric work done by Yale–New 
Haven. In addition, they have gone to great 
lengths to support Yale–New Haven’s Emer-
gency Department, the only Level 1 Trauma 
Center for children in Connecticut, and have 
fashioned a Pediatric Allocation Committee to 
distribute funds to worthy projects in the hos-
pital. 

The Friends have also helped to fund sev-
eral very worthwhile programs for the broader 
community, including We’re Special Too!, de-
signed for the siblings of children with chronic 
illness, and Reach Out & Read (ROR), a lit-
eracy program which distributes free books to 
the children who seek treatment at Yale–New 
Haven. And for many years I have joined the 
Friends on Christmas morning, as they have 
distributed gifts to the kids at Yale–New 
Haven and helped to ensure that even Con-
necticut’s sick and injured children do not miss 
out on the joys of the day. 

For twenty years, in ways both great and 
small, the Friends have worked to brighten the 
lives of children and families in New Haven. 

On this anniversary, I applaud their efforts and 
their decades of service, and I look forward to 
celebrating more anniversaries with them in 
the years to come. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JAMES P. 
MERCREADY 

HON. JOHN H. ADLER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, I am pleased to have this opportunity to 
express my gratitude to Mr. James Mercready 
for his dedicated and tireless service with the 
East Dover Fire Company in Toms River, NJ. 

Mr. Mercready has selflessly and bravely 
served the people of Toms River throughout 
his career and is retiring in January after a 
lifetime of service. After serving as president 
of the company for the past six years, he has 
made important improvements to the Fire 
Company and the safety of the town and its 
people. 

I would like to thank Mr. Mercready for his 
exemplary service. Thank you for all you have 
done and I wish you a Happy Retirement. 
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