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lightly, and has always dedicated his time and 
expertise to the group’s role of reviewing the 
records of motor carriers with significant and 
repeated violations and ensuring that proper 
steps are taken to mitigate safety risks. 

His many accomplishments while at the 
MMTA include increasing the association’s 
strength to over 1,200 companies, as well as 
adding valuable services for the benefit of the 
membership. On a personal note, Dale has 
been a long time and trusted adviser of mine 
when it comes to the issue of truck weights in 
Maine. He has worked tirelessly with me and 
the entire Maine congressional delegation to 
advocate for a fix to the problem. We are get-
ting closer to a permanent solution and we 
have Dale and his advocacy to thank for it. 

Prior to his leadership at the MMTA, Dale 
graduated from the Northwestern Traffic Insti-
tute and served for 20 years with the Maine 
State Police, achieving the rank of lieutenant 
by the end of his career. He is actively in-
volved in community and fraternal organiza-
tions such as the Freemasons, the Order of 
the Eastern Star, the Order of the Amaranth 
and he spent many years as a Scout Master 
for the Boy Scouts. Dale and his wife Jean are 
also very active in the First Baptist Church of 
Fairfield. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Dale Hanington for his life of dedication and 
service to his community and his country. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN 
WARREN COOKE 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF– 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise to share 
with our colleagues the recent passing of John 
Warren Cooke, former speaker of the Virginia 
House of Delegates. He died on November 
28, 2009, at the age of 94. 

Born on February 28, 1915, in Mathews, 
Virginia, Speaker Cooke had a long history of 
service to Virginia, spending almost 4 decades 
in the House of Delegates from 1942 to 1980. 
After serving as the Democratic majority lead-
er for 12 years, he became Speaker in 1968. 
He was well regarded on both sides of the 
aisle and considered a true gentleman. 

After retiring from the Virginia House of Del-
egates, Speaker Cooke returned to his home-
town to continue serving as the publisher of 
the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette Journal, as 
he had done since 1954. 

Speaker Cooke’s father, Major Giles B. 
Cooke, served on the general staff of General 
Robert E. Lee during the Civil War. As a 26– 
year-old, Major Cooke was on Lee’s staff at 
Appomattox. 

As the ninth generation of his family to 
serve in the Virginia General Assembly and 
one of the last living Americans with a father 
in the Civil War, Speaker Cooke will surely be 
missed by the people of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

I submit an obituary for Speaker Cooke pub-
lished in The Washington Post on December 
2. 

[From the Washington Post, Dec. 2, 2009] 
COURTLY, POWERFUL SPEAKER OF VA. HOUSE 

FOR 12 YEARS 
(By Matt Schudel) 

John Warren Cooke, 94, who served 12 years 
as the quietly influential speaker of the Vir-

ginia House of Delegates, died Nov. 28 at his 
home in the Mathews County town of 
Gloucester. The cause of death could not be 
learned. 

Mr. Cooke, the last member of the Virginia 
legislature who was the son of a Confederate 
veteran, was the Democratic majority leader 
in the House of Delegates for 12 years before 
becoming speaker in 1968. He exercised his 
authority with a courtly demeanor and a 
gentle hand but was, as described in a 1979 
Washington Post article, ‘‘one of the state’s 
most powerful but little-noticed officials.’’ 

He served in the House of Delegates from 
1942 to 1980, when Virginia was struggling 
with integration and changing from its 
Democratic, rural roots to a more urban and 
Republican-leaning state. Among other 
achievements, Mr. Cooke helped bring a new 
bipartisan spirit to Richmond by appointing 
Republicans to key committees for the first 
time in the legislature’s history. 

Until 1969, Virginia’s legislators had no of-
fices and conducted their business from their 
desks and briefcases. As speaker, Mr. Cooke 
had absolute authority to appoint the 100 
members of the House to committees as he 
saw fit. His committee choices, usually based 
on seniority, could affect the direction and 
tone of legislation and whether it reached 
the full House for a vote. 

Mr. Cooke, known as ‘‘John Warren,’’ was 
well liked and was praised by his colleagues 
as ‘‘the soul of fairness.’’ 

A 1970 Post story said Mr. Cooke’s ‘‘geni-
ality’’ and ‘‘quick dry wit’’ served him well 
in politics: ‘‘He guides smoothly and skill-
fully, he is courteous, he is a gentleman 
down to his toes—and he is very, very pop-
ular.’’ 

Mr. Cooke was considered a possible guber-
natorial candidate in 1969 and 1973, but he 
bowed out of the races to remain in the 
House, representing a Tidewater district 
north of Williamsburg. 

In 1972, as the Democratic speaker, he 
helped arrange a compromise between con-
tentious factions of the Democratic-con-
trolled legislature and Republican governor 
Linwood Holton to institute a sweeping reor-
ganization of the state government. 

John Warren Cooke was born Feb. 28, 1915, 
in Mathews, Va. His father, who was 76 when 
his son was born, was an Episcopal priest 
who had served on Gen. Robert E. Lee’s staff 
during the Civil War. 

Mr. Cooke attended the Virginia Military 
Institute and returned to his home town to 
work for the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette- 
Journal. He was publisher of the weekly 
newspaper from 1954 until March of this year 
and was president of the old Tidewater Base-
ball League. 

Survivors include his wife of 62 years, Anne 
Brown Rawn Cooke of Mathews; and two 
children, Giles Buckner Cooke III of Wil-
liamsburg and Elsa VanNess Verbyla of Mat-
hews. 
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HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MIAMI’S HISPANIC-AMERICAN 
CULTURAL INSTITUTE 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEH TINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to congratulate the Hispanic-Amer-
ican Cultural Institute of the Koubek Center of 
the University of Miami on their 25th anniver-
sary. 

The Hispanic-American Cultural Institute is 
part of the University of Miami’s Division of 

Continuing and International Education, which 
was founded in 1984 by Mr. Pablo Chao. 

The Institute’s primary mission is to offer 
cultural and academic services to elderly pro-
fessionals who wish to remain active. The 
good work done by the Institute has helped 
countless individuals in our South Florida com-
munity. The Institute has offered conferences 
in various academic disciplines, which have 
been hosted by recognized educators, writers 
and leaders of the Hispanic community. 

I congratulate the extraordinary leadership 
of the center’s president for the past 10 years, 
Mr. Manuel I. Muñiz, and Director Chao on the 
Institute’s 25th anniversary. The Hispanic- 
American Cultural Institute is a valued part of 
our community. I am sure that the Institute will 
continue to allow individuals to pursue their 
academic dreams regardless of age, as well 
as be a forum where the brightest minds of 
the Hispanic community can shine. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF JERRY EUBANKS 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mr. Jerry Eubanks 
upon his retirement from the United States 
National Park Service. Jerry has been a life- 
long public servant, and I am humbled to 
honor his service and commitment. 

A native of McCool, Mississippi, Jerry joined 
the National Park Service in 1960 after grad-
uating from Mississippi State University with a 
degree in Civil Engineering. Since joining the 
Park Service, he has worked across the coun-
try from Missouri to California to Virginia to 
preserve and protect America’s national parks. 
In 1976, Jerry became Assistant Super-
intendent of the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park, Tennessee and North Carolina. 
Jerry moved to the Gulf Coast in 1984 to 
serve as Superintendent of the Gulf Islands 
National Seashore, where he has remained 
ever since. 

As Superintendent of the Gulf Islands Na-
tional Seashore, Jerry has worked tirelessly to 
ensure the protection and viability of our 
area’s natural resources and beauty. Over the 
past 25 years, he has led the park through nu-
merous organizational and operational 
changes, resulting in substantial natural, cul-
tural, and recreational program improvements. 
Among his many successes, Jerry helped lead 
recovery efforts during several damaging hurri-
canes including Hurricane Ivan in 2004 and 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. He was able to 
bring operations back online quickly after the 
storms, ensuring the repair and protection of 
damaged resources and the restoration of 
major infrastructure. For his efforts over the 
course of his career, Jerry has received nu-
merous awards for exemplary service includ-
ing the Department of the Interior Meritorious 
Service Award in 2000. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am honored to recognize 
Jerry Eubanks for his service to Northwest 
Florida. He is a dedicated community leader 
who will be sorely missed after his retirement. 
My wife Vicki and I wish all the best for contin-
ued success to Jerry and his wife Anne, his 
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children, grandchildren, and entire extended 
family. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DENNIS K. 
BURKE ON HIS INVESTITURE AS 
THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Dennis K. Burke on his 
investiture as the United States Attorney for 
the District of Arizona. 

I have had the honor of knowing and work-
ing with Dennis for many years on numerous 
issues. I have supreme confidence that his 
long and distinguished law enforcement career 
and record of public service will serve Arizo-
na’s 8 million residents extremely well as he 
faces his newest and most important chal-
lenge. 

Most recently, Dennis held one of the most 
important behind-the-scenes roles in Arizona 
state government as Chief of Staff for Gov-
ernor Janet Napolitano. He also assisted 
Napolitano in her transition to Secretary of 
Homeland Security, serving as a senior advi-
sor. He also worked in the Arizona Attorney 
General’s Office and as an Assistant U.S. At-
torney in the District of Arizona, where he 
prosecuted drug trafficking cases and orga-
nized crime. In addition, Dennis has served in 
the Department of Justice, as a staff member 
on the Senate Judiciary Committee and at the 
White House. 

Because of this truly impressive record of 
accomplishment and service, I was elated 
when President Barack Obama nominated 
Dennis earlier this year. Madame Speaker, 
please join me in congratulating Dennis Burke 
and wishing him well as he takes on the chal-
lenge of leading the District of Arizona as its 
newest U.S. Attorney. 

f 

HONORING TROUSDALE COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL YELLOW JACKETS 
ON WINNING THE 2009 TSSAA 
CLASS 2A FOOTBALL STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 2009 
Trousdale County High School Yellow Jackets 
for winning the TSSAA Class 2A State Foot-
ball Championship. 

I congratulate these young men for their 
hard work and dedication. It takes teamwork 
and sacrifice from each individual for a team 
to succeed. The Yellow Jackets 12-1 season 
ended with them defeating the Buccaneers 13- 
7 in the Blue Cross Bowl on Saturday. 

I commend Trousdale County High School 
Head Coach Kevin Creasy and Assistant 
Coaches Jackie Dillehay, Jason Dobbs, Bran-
don Eden, Hal Hailey, Ben Johnson, Adam 
Keeton, Steve McClain, and Ronnie White. 

I congratulate each player of the 2009 Class 
2A State Champion Yellow Jacket Football 

Team: T.J. Seay, Jordan Harper, Tacola Seay, 
Hunter Murphree, Craig Brown, Dre 
Crenshaw, Brent Ford, Dillon Young, Joe 
Sanders, Devon Turczyn, Seth Calhoun, Josh 
Payne, Mack Sanders, Tyler Edwards, 
Marcelly Smith, Joey Cox, Garrett Crafton, Da-
kota Stovall, Demarius Smith, Kale Satterfield, 
Victor Hardwick, Spencer Minor, Alex Gregory, 
Kyle Gregory, Austin Bode, Chase Roberson, 
Zach Scruggs, Joseph Phillips, Kyle 
Satterfield, Mitch Merryman, Cody Belcher, 
Baylor DeLeusomme, Marty Bottom, Shawn 
Melton, Hunter Kelley, Michael Harper, David 
Minor, Jordan Holder, Ned Dias, Koryay 
Smith, and Ben Stadter. 

f 

HONORING JOHN WARREN COOKE– 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
share with our colleagues the recent passing 
of John Warren Cooke, former speaker of the 
Virginia House of Delegates. 

On November 28, 2009, I and many others 
around the Commonwealth were saddened to 
hear of the passing of former Speaker of the 
House of Delegates, John Warren Cooke. 

Speaker Cooke served in the House of Del-
egates, representing much of the Middle Pe-
ninsula from 1942–79 and was its Speaker 
from 1968 until his retirement. 

His dedication and service touched count-
less citizens of the Commonwealth not only 
through his work in the General Assembly, but 
also as publisher of the Gloucester-Mathews 
Gazette–Journal. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Speaker 
Cooke’s family as we all mourn his passing. 

f 

HONORING TEXAS ATTORNEY 
DAVID GROVE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, today 
the Second District of Texas recognizes attor-
ney David Grove for being awarded the Mick-
ey F. Mehaffy Award from the Jefferson Coun-
ty Bar Association, given each year to honor 
an attorney for their exceptional pro bono 
work. He has worked tirelessly to help less 
fortunate citizens find representation in the 
court of law. 

David was born in Midland and attended the 
Baylor University School of Law. In 1978, after 
spending a summer as a law clerk in Beau-
mont, he returned to Jefferson County as an 
Assistant District Attorney. He joined a private 
firm 6 years later and started his solo practice 
in 1999. 

David always donated his time and attention 
to pro bono work, however, he saw the need 
for it escalate after the double shot of Hurri-
cane Rita in 2005 and Hurricane Ike in 2008. 
Both of these hurricanes caused immense 
damage across Southeast Texas and South-
west Louisiana. This left many residents with 
damage claims against insurance companies 
who could not afford representation. 

David is a leading advocate for the indigent, 
making sure they are treated fairly. He also 
donates a large amount of time to helping 
families through divorces or child custody 
cases. He realizes that some people do not 
have the resources available to defend them-
selves, their family, or their home, and he 
makes sure they have equal representation. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Second 
Congressional District and all of Southeast 
Texas, I want to congratulate David Grove for 
this wonderful accomplishment. Through his 
diligent efforts and dedication he has given a 
voice to many who thought they had none. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 10, 2009 

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding funding that I requested as part 
of the H.R. 3288, the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2010. 

Requesting Member: Congressman SPEN-
CER BACHUS 

Bill Number: H.R. 3288—the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2010 

Account: Department of Justice, Office of 
Justice Programs, Juvenile Justice 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Alabama 
Department of Public Safety 

Address of Requesting Entity: Post Office 
Box 1511 Montgomery AL, 36102–1511 

Description of Request: Provide $150,000 
for efforts to target the investigation, arrest, 
and prosecution of child sexual predators in 
the State of Alabama. Funding will be used for 
additional personnel and equipment. These 
funds will allow the investigation and prosecu-
tion of child sexual exploitation . The FY 1998 
Justice Appropriations Act directed DOJ to 
create a national network of state and local 
law enforcement cyber units to investigate 
cases of child sexual exploitation; this funding 
will help the State of Alabama to fulfill that 
mission. The project’s total budget is 
$500,000. Specifically within the budget, 
$225,000 will go toward permanent personnel 
salaries, $110,600 for fringe benefits, $75,000 
for travel and training and $25,000 for equip-
ment. This request is consistent with the in-
tended and authorized purpose of the Depart-
ment of Justice, Office of Justice Programs— 
Juvenile Justice Account. The Alabama De-
partment of Public Safety will meet or exceed 
all statutory requirements for matching funds 
where applicable. 

Requesting Member: Congressman SPEN-
CER BACHUS 

Bill Number: H.R. 3288—the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2010 

Account: Department of Justice, Department 
of Justice, OJP—Byrne Discretionary Grants 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Alabama 
Department of Public Safety 

Address of Requesting Entity: Post Office 
Box 1511 Montgomery AL, 36102–1511 

Description of Request: Provide $1,000,000 
for the Alabama Department of Public Safety/ 
Alabama Bureau of Investigation Cyber 
Crimes Unit, Alabama Fusion Center and the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham will part-
ner with Alabama District Attorneys Associa-
tion in a multi-pronged approach to investigate 
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