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CITY OF WHEATON 150TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 23, 2009 

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the 
incorporation of Wheaton, Illinois, in the heart 
of my Congressional District. 

In 1836, the vibrant community of Wheaton 
found its roots when Erastus Gary and broth-
ers Warren and Jesse Wheaton purchased a 
plot of land from the federal government. They 
quickly set about building a town and, through 
the enterprising spirit that continues to charac-
terize Wheaton to this day, secured a rail line 
through the center of the town. By 1859, the 
City of Wheaton was officially incorporated. 

In the years since its humble founding, 
Wheaton has become a center of government 
and commerce, serving as the Seat of 
DuPage County and home to businesses, pro-
fessionals, educational institutions, publishing 
houses, churches and organizations that have 
had an impact all over the world. Throughout 
the State of Illinois and across the nation, 
Wheaton has developed a reputation as a 
wholesome place to raise a family. In fact my 
wife Elizabeth and I are proud to call Wheaton 
home and the place where we are raising our 
four children. 

On the occasion of this 150th Anniversary, 
we join together to celebrate Wheaton’s leg-
acy of growth and prosperity and to look 
ahead to the opportunities facing our city and 
our nation. Today both marks 150 years of 
working together to build a brighter future, and 
reminds us that our work continues. 

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me in recognizing Whea-
ton Mayor Michael Gresk, the Wheaton City 
Council and the citizens of Wheaton, and in 
wishing them happiness on this special occa-
sion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHELLE CAMP-
BELL AS THE WALTON COUNTY 
2009 SUPPORT PERSON OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 23, 2009 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today in recognition of 
Michelle Campbell, Walton County’s 2009 
Support Person of the Year. 

There is more to a school than the primary 
educators and administrators. To be success-
ful, a school relies on the efforts of countless 
other individuals whose unique skills and con-
tributions enable the rest of the school to func-
tion. One such individual is Michelle Campbell, 

an Exceptional Student Educational Para-
professional. 

For the past fifteen years Ms. Campbell has 
dedicated herself to helping children in the 
community realize and reach their full poten-
tial. Working with small groups of students, 
Ms. Campbell provides instructional support to 
those students with disabilities while also pro-
viding much needed assistance for teachers. 
Through these small groups, Ms. Campbell fo-
cuses on strengthening and reinforcing read-
ing and math skills. It is also through this set-
ting that Ms. Campbell has come to form close 
bonds with her students. Her support and 
praise brings much needed encouragement 
and propels her students towards academic 
success. 

In addition to time spent within the class 
room, Ms. Campbell spends hours tutoring 
students during after-school hours. She is also 
an active member of her school’s reading car-
nival and family science night. As highlighted 
by her work ethic and reinforced by the praise 
she receives from both teachers and students, 
Ms. Campbell is a valuable asset to Walton 
County. The First District of Florida is greatly 
indebted to her service and is honored to have 
her as one of its own. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to recognize Ms. 
Michelle Campbell on this outstanding 
achievement, the Walton County 2009 Support 
Person of the Year. 

f 

HONORING JOHN D. DINGELL FOR 
HOLDING THE RECORD AS THE 
LONGEST SERVING MEMBER OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PHIL HARE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H. Res. 154, a resolution 
honoring my good friend and colleague, Rep-
resentative JOHN DINGELL for becoming the 
longest-serving member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

A true public servant, Mr. DINGELL has de-
voted more than half of his life to the service 
of our nation both in his home state of Michi-
gan and in the United States Congress. Today 
marks the 54th year of his commitment and 
dedication to the American people and a day 
when Mr. DINGELL has surpassed every other 
member of the House of Representatives with 
the longest tenure in House history. 

Over the past half-century, Mr. DINGELL has 
proudly championed the rights of workers from 
being a longtime supporter of equal pay for 
equal work, to supporting collective bargaining 
rights. However, he is perhaps best known for 
his vigorous approach to government over-
sight. 

As an icon serving on the House Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, Mr. DINGELL fought 

for environmental protections and defended 
consumer rights. He displayed great leader-
ship and stewardship in ushering through im-
portant pieces of legislation such as the land-
mark Endangered Species Act of 1973, and 
the Clean Air Act of 1990. Additionally, Mr. 
DINGELL has consistently sought to uncover 
government corruption and waste, ensuring 
American tax dollars are spent wisely and 
transparently. 

Today, I proudly recognize Mr. DINGELL’s 
distinguished service to the United States. He 
has been and will continue to be a role model 
to me and hundreds of others in this chamber. 
I am honored to serve with him and wish him 
well on this historic day. 

f 

AMERICAN RECOVERY AND 
REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the conference report accom-
panying H.R. 1, the American Recovery and 
Investment Act. 

This jobs creation package comes at a crit-
ical time for our nation as we face one of the 
greatest economic crises in our country’s his-
tory. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, the unemployment rate in my home 
state of Texas climbed from 4.2 percent in De-
cember 2007 to 6 percent in December 2008. 
The employment situation has grown worse in 
2009 as major employers across the country 
continue to cut tens of thousands of jobs. 
These dire circumstances require swift and 
bold action by the Congress to create jobs, 
jumpstart growth, and transform our economy 
to compete in the 21st century. 

I support the American Recovery and In-
vestment Act because it will help businesses 
create jobs and will allow families to afford 
their bills while laying a foundation for future 
economic growth in key areas like health care, 
clean energy, education, and infrastructure. 
This $789 billion compromise package will cre-
ate or save 3.5 million jobs nationwide over 
the next two years. This comes down to an 
estimated 269,000 jobs in Texas and 7,600 
jobs in my congressional district. The jobs cre-
ated will be in a range of industries from edu-
cation to healthcare, with over 90 percent in 
the private sector. 

The tax cuts in the legislation will place 
more money in American workers’ wallets by 
providing direct tax relief to 95 percent of 
workers. This refundable tax credit of up to 
$400 per person or $800 per couple will pro-
vide much needed tax relief and help stimulate 
our economy. 

By offering an additional $100 per month in 
unemployment insurance benefits, this bill will 
help the 677,000 workers in Texas who have 
lost their jobs in this recession as well as pro-
vide extended unemployment benefits to an 
additional 125,000 laid-off Texas workers. 
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I am particularly pleased that this legislative 

package will provide funding to modernize 
schools in Texas. According to preliminary es-
timates, El Paso-area school districts could re-
ceive tens of millions of dollars in funding for 
renovation projects, Title I grants to help dis-
advantaged children, and grants for special 
education. Our schools have been neglected 
for far too long and this important funding will 
ensure that our children have the labs, class-
rooms, and libraries that are necessary to 
learn and compete in a global economy. 

The legislation’s huge investment in our na-
tion’s roads, bridges, and mass transit sys-
tems will greatly assist several projects in my 
district that have gone without necessary re-
pairs and upgrades for years. By investing in 
these neglected projects we will create good 
jobs as well as make much needed improve-
ments to our nation’s infrastructure. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to vote 
in favor of this economic recovery bill that will 
help average Americans, as well as cash- 
strapped state and local governments, weath-
er this current economic downturn. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HON. BETTY J. 
LESTER, J.S.C. 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 23, 2009 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives 
to join me as I rise to recognize the Honorable 
Betty J. Lester for her many years of service 
to the community and to congratulate her 
upon her historic retirement from the Essex 
County Superior Court bench. I would like to 
express my personal thanks and voice the 
gratitude of the many people for whom she 
has paved the path and set standards of ex-
cellence. 

Judge Lester holds the distinction of being 
the first African American female judge in 
Essex County and the second African Amer-
ican female judge to be appointed to the supe-
rior court bench in New Jersey. As a trail-
blazing woman of color, Judge Lester has built 
a great legacy in her 32 years of service to 
the city of Newark, Essex County, and the 
State of New Jersey. 

Judge Lester has served on many commit-
tees of the Supreme Court including the Com-
mittee to Study New Jersey Bar Admission, 
the Committee on Municipal Courts, the Task 
Force on Women in the Courts, the Task 
Force on Municipal Improvement, and the 
Task Force on Minority Concerns. She has 
been a member of the New Jersey State Bar 
Association, the Essex County Bar Associa-
tion, and the National Association of Women 
Judges. On the national level, Judge Lester 
was appointed as a commissioner for the 
Commission on Accreditation of Law Enforce-
ment Agencies. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues 
agree that Judge Lester is an excellent role 
model for women and minorities in the law 
profession. She will leave a lasting impact on 
those who were fortunate enough to benefit 
from her guidance. I am pleased to join all 
those in attendance in wishing her a wonderful 
retirement. 

HONORING WANDA ELLIS MITCH-
ELL ON HER SERVICE TO THE 
PUBLIC 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 23, 2009 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commend Mrs. Wanda 
Ellis Mitchell on a lifetime of work and dedica-
tion to the Baytown community and the people 
of Texas. 

Mrs. Mitchell spent the past 14 years of her 
life serving the city of Baytown as the director 
of the Baytown Historical Museum. Under Mrs. 
Mitchell’s leadership the Baytown Historical 
Museum has added many exciting collections 
given by volunteer donors, including from one 
of her former junior high students, the grand-
son of the great Ashbel Smith of Texas. Even 
though he had been asked by the University 
of Texas at Austin to acquire his grandfather’s 
historical belongings, he declined and chose 
to give those historical belongings of his 
grandfather’s to Mrs. Mitchell to preserve and 
display them in the Baytown Historical Mu-
seum. 

Mrs. Mitchell has lived in Baytown, TX, 
since the age of 1. She served the community 
in many different ways; among others, she 
served the community as a teacher and direc-
tor of Baytown Historical Museum. The City of 
Baytown greatly appreciates her service and 
dedication to the community. Her absence in 
the community will be greatly missed, and I 
know the community wishes her all the best 
when she moves with her husband Seth to 
Corpus Christi to live close to her daughter. 

It is with great pleasure that I recognize 
Mrs. Wanda Ellis Mitchell for her service to the 
Baytown Historical Museum and the city of 
Baytown. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF AMANDA 
LAGERGREN UPON HER 
ACHIEVEMENT OF THE 
ESCAMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 23, 2009 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Amanda Lagergren, 
who has received Escambia County, Florida’s 
Teacher of the Year Award for 2010. Her pas-
sion and dedication prove that teachers can 
truly make a difference in the lives of their stu-
dents, and I am proud to honor such an admi-
rable leader of our local community. 

Ms. Lagergren began her teaching career at 
Edgewater Elementary in 2006 as a 5th Grade 
General Education Teacher. While maintaining 
her usual teaching duties for class, she has 
gone above and beyond by working both in-
side and outside of the classroom to better her 
students’ lives. As Grade Level Chair for the 
5th Grade, Ms. Lagergren ensures that her 
teachers have everything necessary to provide 
the best education to their students. Her mem-
bership on the Continuous Improvement 
Model Team and Accelerated Reading Com-
mittee highlights her focus on improving the 

reading abilities of Edgewater Elementary’s 
pupils. An expertise in classroom technology 
makes her a valuable asset to other teachers, 
and she recently began mentoring new edu-
cators on effective teaching methods and 
classroom models. For the past three years, 
Ms. Lagergren has inspired both her students 
and her colleagues with her dedication to 
teaching, and she is to be admired for her 
passion. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I would like to thank Ms. 
Lagergren for her public service to the stu-
dents and community of Northwest Florida. 
Vicki and I wish her and her family best wish-
es for continued success. 

f 

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 
LAKE WORTH COMMUNITY HIGH 
SCHOOL DEBATE TEAM 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 23, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the debate team of Lake 
Worth Community High School in Lake Worth, 
Florida. The team recently competed in a 22- 
school tournament and took home five 
awards. Pierre Dorsainvil won best presiding 
officer; Shermeka Scott, best speaker and 
best presiding officer; Gia Cerease, original 
oratory; and Jennifer Price, first overall for 
declamation. 

I am very proud of these fine young people 
for their skill as debaters and for the many 
hours of hard work and dedication that re-
sulted in their supremacy over so many other 
schools. I am delighted, though not surprised, 
to know that a school in my district is pro-
viding an excellent education in the fine art of 
oratory. It is a skill that my esteemed col-
leagues and I value very highly, and I hope 
that some of these talented students will join 
us in Congress some day. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY OF RICHARD AND 
CONSTANCE SMITHGALL 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 23, 2009 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the 
long-standing and happy marriage of two of 
my constituents, Richard and Constance 
Smithgall. This March 9 they will celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary with a cere-
mony at Weeki Wachee State Park in 
Hernando County, Florida. 

Richard and Constance first took their wed-
ding vows at the Grace Baptist Church in 
Binghamton, New York on March 7, 1959. 
They have since moved to Spring Hill, where 
they have lived for the past ten years. The 
happy couple enjoys their new life in Florida, 
where Constance has retired from her job and 
Richard continues to work part time at Home 
Depot. 

During the ceremony commemorating their 
50th anniversary, the Smithgalls will have 
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