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H.R. 1625, the Equity and Access for
Podiatric Physicians Under Medicaid Act,
would classify podiatrists as physicians for
purposes of direct reimbursement through the
Medicaid program. Podiatry is critical to the
treatment and understanding of diabetes.

The Medicare Diabetes Self-Management
Training Act, H.R. 2425, would make a tech-
nical clarification to recognize certified diabe-
tes educators (CDE) as providers for Medicare
diabetes outpatient self-management training
services (DSMT). CDEs are the only health
professionals who are specially trained and
uniquely qualified to teach patients with diabe-
tes how to improve their health and avoid seri-
ous diabetes-related complications. The 1997
authorizing DSMT statute did not include
CDEs as Medicare providers. This exclusion
has made it increasingly difficult to ensure that
DSMT is available to patients who need these
services, particularly those with unique cultural
needs or who reside in rural areas.

Another bill that is a priority of the caucus
is the Preventing Diabetes in Medicare Act,
H.R. 2590. This bill would extend Medicare
coverage to medical nutrition therapy (MNT)
services for people with pre-diabetes and
other risk factors for developing type 2 diabe-
tes. Under current law, Medicare pays for
MNT provided by a Registered Dietitian for
beneficiaries with diabetes and renal diseases.
Unfortunately, Medicare does not cover MNT
for beneficiaries diagnosed with pre-diabetes.
Nutrition therapy services have proven very ef-
fective in preventing diabetes by providing ac-
cess to the best possible nutritional advice
about how to handle their condition. By help-
ing people with pre-diabetes manage their
condition, Medicare will avoid having to pay
for the much more expensive treatment of dia-
betes.

In addition, we are working hard to pass,
H.R. 3668, and reauthorize the Special Diabe-
tes Programs for Type | Diabetes and Indians.
This program provides federal funding for the
Special Statutory Funding Program for Type 1
Diabetes Research at the National Institutes of
Health and the Special Diabetes Program for
Indians at the Indian Heath Service. H.R. 3668
would extend these critical programs through
2016 and increase funding for both programs
to $200 million a year.

| want to thank my colleague, Congressman
MIKE CASTLE, for his many years of leadership
working together with me as Co Chair of the
Diabetes Caucus. | also want to thank the
many Members who are supporting this effort
and both sides of the House leadership for
their bipartisan support of diabetes issues. |
look forward to working with the Congressional
Diabetes Caucus to pass the important legisla-
tion we are promoting and continuing to fur-
ther the goals of National Diabetes Month.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE PILOT CLUB
OF COLUMBUS ON ITS 70TH YEAR
OF SERVICE

HON. MARY JO KILROY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Pilot Club of Columbus for sev-
enty years of service to the Columbus commu-
nity. The Pilot Club is a volunteer service or-
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ganization that focuses on helping those with
brain-related disorders, such as Alzheimer's
disease, autism, chemical dependency, trau-
matic brain injuries, and other disabilities.

Pilot International was founded in Macon,
Georgia in October 1921 to provide volunteer
services and to raise funds for those with
brain-related disorders. In 1939, Pilot Inter-
national chartered the Pilot Club of Columbus.
Over the last seven decades, this organization
has promoted awareness and prevention of
brain-related disorders in Central Ohio and
has provided support for countless individuals
and families who are living with develop-
mental, emotional, and mental disabilities.

The Pilot Club of Columbus creates a valu-
able network of service-minded individuals
who have contributed to our community in nu-
merous ways. In recent years, Columbus Pi-
lots have provided furniture for a new senior
citizen center and organized celebrations for
patients at the former Ohio Psychiatric Hos-
pital who have suffered from brain-related dis-
orders such as Alzheimer and autism. The
Pilot Club also has raised money to help indi-
viduals with autism and other neurological dis-
orders and supports the BrainMinders project,
which spreads information about preventing
traumatic brain injury.

The Pilot Club has spent seven decades
serving those who are struggling with the pain-
ful and complicated challenges associated
with brain-related disorders. The Columbus Pi-
lots have demonstrated their generosity, com-
passion, and commitment to making a dif-
ference in the city of Columbus. | am proud to
recognize and honor the Pilot Club of Colum-
bus and all of its dedicated volunteers for 70
years of valuable service.

—

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR
GREATER AWARENESS OF OVAR-
IAN CANCER

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise before you today in support of H. Res.
727, “supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month.” |
would like to thank my colleague Congress-
man STEVE ISRAEL for his leadership on this
very important issue, as ovarian cancer is the
5th leading cause of cancer deaths among
women in the United States.

Ovarian cancer is the deadliest of all gyne-
cological cancers. All women are at risk for
ovarian cancer, but older women are more
likely to get the disease than younger women.
About 90 percent of women who get ovarian
cancer are older than 40 years of age, with
the greatest number being aged 55 years or
older. Additionally, 90 percent of women diag-
nosed with ovarian cancer do not have a fam-
ily history that puts them at higher risk. Early
detection is vital, only 20 percent of ovarian
cancers are found before tumor growth has
spread beyond the ovaries. The chance of
surviving ovarian cancer is better if the cancer
is found early. Unfortunately, there is currently
no reliable early detection test for ovarian can-
cer.

Among women in the United States, ovarian
cancer is the eighth most common cancer and
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the fifth leading cause of cancer death, after
lung and bronchus, breast, colorectal, and
pancreatic cancers. Ovarian cancer causes
more deaths than any other cancer of the fe-
male reproductive system. In 2005, 19,842
women in the U.S. learned they had ovarian
cancer, and 14,787 women died from the dis-
ease.

Ovarian cancer is known as a “silent killer”
because it usually isn't found until it has
spread to other areas of the body. Unfortu-
nately, there is no simple and reliable way to
test for ovarian cancer in women and the Pap
test does not check for ovarian cancer. How-
ever, new evidence shows that most women
may have symptoms even in the early stages,
such as: bloating, pelvic or abdominal pain,
difficulty eating or feeling full quickly, and uri-
nary symptoms, among several other symp-
toms that are easily confused with other dis-
eases. This new evidence has led to the first
national consensus statement on ovarian can-
cer symptoms to provide consistency in de-
scribing symptoms to make it easier for
women to learn and remember them. Aware-
ness of symptoms may hopefully lead to ear-
lier detection.

The mortality rate for ovarian cancer has not
significantly decreased in the almost 40 years
since the ‘War on Cancer was declared. If
ovarian cancer is diagnosed and treated at an
early stage before the cancer spreads outside
of the ovary, the survival rate is as high as 90
percent. However, due to the lack of a reliable
screening test, 75 percent of ovarian cancer
cases are diagnosed in an advanced stage
when the five-year survival rate is below 45
percent.

| urge my colleagues to support the goals
and ideals of National Ovarian Cancer Aware-
ness Month. Education and awareness of
ovarian cancer will save the lives of countless
women.

HONORING EARL HALL

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend and congratulate Earl Hall
upon being awarded with the “Community
Health Champions Award” at the 2009 West
Fresno Health Care Coalition’s 5th annual
“This is Your Life of Service” lunch and
awards ceremony. This year the ceremony will
be held at the Radisson Hotel Conference
Center in Fresno, California on Tuesday, No-
vember 3rd.

Mr. Earl Hall was born in Oklahoma. When
he was just six months old, the 1940’s “Dust
Bowl” hit his family’s farm and they were
forced to leave the area. Upon migrating to
California, his family settled in Wasco, Cali-
fornia. Mr. Hall’s father was finally able to find
employment as a farm manager for a family
farm. Mr. Hall graduated from Wasco High
School then attended Bakersfield Junior Col-
lege and Fresno City College, where he
earned his Associates degree. He transferred
to California State University, Fresno and
graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Agricul-
tural Business in 1964.

Mr. Hall has dedicated his career to estab-
lishing and developing his business, Hall Ag
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Enterprises. For the past forty-four years he
has provided labor services with a safe and
secure environment for his employees. During
periods of water shortages, he has searched
for other opportunities to place his workers to
ensure that they are able to work and are able
to provide for their families. Mr. Hall holds li-
censes that allow him to provide farm labor in
twenty-nine countries. His business provides
services to more than three hundred thousand
acres and employs nearly thirty thousand peo-
ple through out the state of California.

Beyond his generosity to his employees, Mr.
Hall is dedicated to his community as well. He
has provided financial assistance to various
causes including health care, charitable orga-
nizations and child services. Mr. Hall is part of
the Farm Labor Contractors Alliance, the Cali-
fornia Association of Agricultural Labor and an
active member of Ag SAFE. He is currently
serving as the Chairman for the Fresno Coun-
ty Farm Bureau Labor Committee and the
Rural Health and Safety Committee. In 2003,
Mr. Hall was awarded the “Central California
Excellence in Business Award” by The Fresno
Bee.

As a young man, Mr. Hall was turned pro in
the rodeo circuit; he is a lifetime member of
the Professional Rodeo Cowboy’s Association
and is a “gold card” holder which allows him
to compete in the over-fifty age group. He is
involved in rodeo events by assisting and pro-
viding advice and sponsorship to youth pre-
paring for rodeo events.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Earl Hall upon being award-
ed with the “Community Health Champions
Award.” | invite my colleagues to join me in
wishing Mr. Hall many years of continued suc-
cess.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF STRAFFORD
HIGH SCHOOL FLAMING ARROW
INDIAN PRIDE MARCHING BAND

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 2, 2009

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
with pleasure and pride to pay tribute to the
achievements of the Music Department at
Strafford High School in Strafford, Missouri.
The Strafford High Flaming Arrow Indian Pride
Marching Band and choir will participate in the
events surrounding the December 31, 2009,
Chick-fil-A Bowl in Atlanta, Georgia. A long-
standing event at the bowl game is the Na-
tional Chick-fil-A Bowl Band Festival.

The music festival has clinics and competi-
tion for choir, concert band, jazz band and
marching band. The Strafford marching band
and choir will compete against other schools
while the Marching Band will march in the Na-
tional Chick-fil-A Bowl Parade in downtown At-
lanta on New Years Eve. Game day, the
Strafford band will participate in a pre-game
and halftime massed band “extravaganza” of
2,000 members performing in the Georgia
Dome Olympic Stadium.

Strafford, Missouri, is my hometown. Today,
Strafford has a population of 1,845 citizens,
and the high school has approximately 400
students. The band and choir are made up of
55 motivated, hardworking teens in concert
and marching band, 20 students in jazz band
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and 36 students in choir. The music depart-
ment is under the direction of Shane Harmon.

The Strafford High Flaming Arrow Indian
Pride Marching Band consistently ranks
among the best bands in Missouri, earning
first place at six judged events this year. At
the 2007 Outback Bowl in Tampa, Florida, the
Strafford concert band, jazz band and march-
ing band each earned a 1st place Silver rat-
ing, and the concert choir earned a 1st place
Gold rating. These achievements led to the in-
vitation to participate at the band festival at
the Chick-fil-A Bowl. This recognition is the re-
sult of long hours of practice, and dedication
to excellence by Strafford students, faculty
and their families.

———
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, De-
cember 3, 2009 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
DECEMBER 4

9:30 a.m.
Joint Economic Committee
To hold hearings to examine the employ-
ment situation for November 2009.
SH-216

DECEMBER 8

10 a.m.
Environment and Public Works
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
Federal drinking water programs.
SD-406
1:30 p.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine Afghani-
stan.
SH-216
2:15 p.m.
Foreign Relations
Business meeting to consider S. 1559, to
consolidate democracy and security in
the Western Balkans by supporting the
Governments and people of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and Montenegro in reach-
ing their goal of eventual NATO mem-
bership, and to welcome further NATO
partnership with the Republic of Ser-
bia, and the nominations of Rajiv J.
Shah, of Washington, to be Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for
International Development, and Mary
Burce Warlick, of Virginia, to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Serbia,
James B. Warlick, Jr., of Virginia, to
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be Ambassador to the Republic of Bul-
garia, Eleni Tsakopoulos KounalakKis,
of California, to be Ambassador to the
Republic of Hungary, Leslie V. Rowe,
of Washington, to be Ambassador to
the Republic of Mozambique, Alberto
M. Fernandez, of Virginia, to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Equatorial
Guinea, Mary Jo Wills, of the District
of Columbia, to be Ambassador to the
Republic of Mauritius, and to serve
concurrently and without additional
compensation as Ambassador to the
Republic of Seychelles, Jide J. Zeitlin,
of New York, to be Alternate Rep-
resentative of the United States of
America to the Sessions of the General
Assembly of the United Nations during
his tenure of service as Representative
of the United States of America to the
United Nations for U.N. Management
and Reform, and to be Representative
of the United States of America to the
United Nations for U.N. Management
and Reform, with the rank of Ambas-
sador, and Bill Delahunt, of Massachu-
setts, Elaine Schuster, of Florida, and
Christopher H. Smith, of New Jersey,
all to be a Representative, and Laura
Gore Ross, of New York, and Wel-
lington E. Webb, of Colorado, both to
be an Alternate Representative, all of
the United States of America to the
Sixty-fourth Session of the General As-
sembly of the United Nations, all of the
Department of State.
S-116, Capitol
2:30 p.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
Energy Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine H.R. 957, to
authorize higher education curriculum
development and graduate training in
advanced energy and green building
technologies, H.R. 2729, to authorize
the designation of National Environ-
mental Research Parks by the Sec-
retary of Energy, H.R. 3165, to provide
for a program of wind energy research,
development, and demonstration, H.R.
3246, to provide for a program of re-
search, development, demonstration
and commercial application in vehicle
technologies at the Department of En-
ergy, H.R. 3585, to guide and provide for
United States research, development,
and demonstration of solar energy
technologies, S. 737, to amend the En-
ergy Independence and Security Act of
2007 to authorize the Secretary of En-
ergy to conduct research, development,
and demonstration to make biofuels
more compatible with small nonroad
engines, S. 1617, to require the Sec-
retary of Commerce to establish a pro-
gram for the award of grants to States
to establish revolving loan funds for
small and medium-sized manufacturers
to improve energy efficiency and
produce clean energy technology, S.
2744, to amend the Energy Policy Act
of 2005 to expand the authority for
awarding technology prizes by the Sec-
retary of Energy to include a financial
award for separation of carbon dioxide
from dilute sources, and S. 2773, to re-
quire the Secretary of Energy to carry
out a program to support the research,
demonstration, and development of
commercial applications for offshore
wind energy.
SD-366
Intelligence
To hold closed hearings to consider cer-
tain intelligence matters.
S-407, Capitol
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