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RECOGNIZING CHIEF MASTER SER-
GEANT TROY J. MCINTOSH ON
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE U.S.
AIR FORCE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Chief Master Ser-
geant Troy J. McIntosh on the occasion of his
retirement from the United States Air Force
following more than 29 years of dedicated
service to our country. In his most recent as-
signment, he was Superintendent, Physical
Disability Board and Review, Office of the
Secretary of Defense, the Pentagon. In this
role, he is the enlisted representative and ad-
judicator for vital information specific to the en-
listed force when reviewing final board of ap-
peals for physical disability evaluations.

Chief Mcintosh enlisted in the Air Force on
July 7, 1981 as a Security Forces Specialist.
He served for four years in this role prior to
cross training into the Personnel career field.
He remained on active duty until 1992 at
which time he joined the California Air Na-
tional Guard as a traditional Guardsman for
six years. In 1998, Chief Mclintosh joined the
Air Force Reserve with the Commander’s Sup-
port Staff for the Chief of Air Force Reserve.
Excelling in this role, he was soon assigned
as Superintendent, Policy and Integration
where he worked as a Congressional Liaison
educating members of Congress and their
staff on the roles and missions of the Air
Force Reserve.

On September 11, 2001 following the ter-
rorist attack on the Pentagon, Chief Mclntosh
displayed the attributes and core values that
many of our men and women in uniform show
daily around the globe. Directly after the at-
tack, Chief Mcintosh rushed to the impact site
to render assistance and immediately started
pulling victims to safety—despite the obvious
risk to his personal wellbeing. He later helped
relocate the same victims when a second air-
craft was thought to be inbound, similar to the
attacks on the World Trade Center. When
Chief Mclintosh finally left the area 36 hours
later, he had helped secure the safety and
treatment of over 150 people. On September
24, 2002 he was awarded the Air Force Air-
man’s Medal for this selfless act of heroism.

Chief Mclntosh’s patriotism and dedication
to our national defense continued as he de-
ployed the following month to Al Udeid AB,
Qatar in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. As the Personnel Director for the Joint
Forces Special Operations Command, a role
traditionally held by a senior officer, he was
responsible for ensuring that the right military
personnel from all services within the Depart-
ment of Defense would be provided at the be-
ginning of a war that continues to this day.

Due to his achievements and obvious dedi-
cation to his fellow airmen, it was no surprise
he was chosen as the thirteenth Command
Chief for the Air Force Reserve Command.
During his two-year assignment, Chief
Mcintosh was responsible for advising the
Commander on the health, morale, and utiliza-
tion of over 55,000 assigned airmen. He de-
veloped and executed several pivotal pro-
grams helping transform the Air Force Re-
serve enlisted force into the successful Total
Force partner they are today.

Chief Mclintosh could not have been such a
tremendous leader without the love and unfail-
ing support of his mother, Jeannette, his father
Connie Joe, his two daughters Tess and Kali,
and his beautiful granddaughter Addison
Marie.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in expressing our sincere respect and ap-
preciation to Chief Master Sergeant Troy J.
Mcintosh for his outstanding service to the
United States Air Force and our great nation.
We wish him the very best as he transitions
into retirement. Chief Mclntosh is a true pro-
fessional and a credit to himself, his family,
and the United States Air Force Reserve and
we thank him for his service to our country.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE AMER-
ICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT
MEDICAL CENTER

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the American University of Bei-

rut Medical Center, AUBMC, upon being des-
ignated as the first “Magnet” facility in the

Middle East by the American Nurses
Credentialing Center's Magnet Recognition
Program.

The “Magnet” program recognizes nursing
excellence in the delivery of care to patients,
promoting quality health care services in an
environment that supports professional nursing
practice, and providing a mechanism for the
dissemination of best practices for nursing
services. AUMBC is the first health care insti-
tution in the Middle East and the third in the
world outside the United States to receive this
award.

“Magnet” recognized organizations set the
global standard for professional nursing care
and innovative health care reform that meets
the needs of patients, families, and commu-
nities. Only five percent of all hospitals in the
United States are “Magnet” recognized institu-
tions, including such prestigious hospitals as
Cedars Sinai Medical Center and Johns Hop-
kins Hospitals. Special recognition is in order
for Gladys Mouro, Assistant Hospital Director
for Patient Care Services, who spearheaded
the 6-year effort to secure “Magnet” recogni-
tion.

| am absolutely delighted that this extraor-
dinary designation was achieved at a U.S. rec-
ognized and supported institution, the pres-
tigious institution of higher learning in the Mid-
dle East, the American University of Beirut.
Congratulations to the AUB administration,
faculty, and the entire AUBMC medical staff
for their 6 years of hard work to achieve this
goal.

———

HONORING LAWRENCE J.
SUFFREDIN, SR.

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, |
submit this extension of remarks on behalf of
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myself and my friend and colleague Rep-
resentative QUIGLEY.

Madam Speaker, we rise today to pay trib-
ute to and remember the life of Lawrence J.
Suffredin, Sr. He died on November 23, 2009.

Lawrence J. Suffredin, Sr was born on June
1, 1921 at Garfield Park Hospital to Frank and
Isola Suffredin. He was the second of their
three children, Mary and the late Vincent. He
attended Presentation Grade School, Crain
High School, and DePaul University.

A true American hero, Larry, Sr. entered the
Army in 1942 and served until 1945, with com-
bat service in Africa and Europe. He was
awarded a Bronze Star for valor in the face of
the enemy, a Purple Heart, and other combat
and campaign medals.

After the war, Larry, Sr. was a Chicago po-
liceman, and then he became the “Printer to
South Water Market.” As the owner of Chi-
cago Produce Publishing Company, he pub-
lished numerous reports on the Chicago fruit
and vegetable market, and published a news-
paper, “The Chicago Fruit and Vegetable Re-
porter”, 5 days a week from 1955 to 1986. He
lived in Westchester, where he and his wife
raised their family from 1948 until 2000. He
was a founder and former president of West-
chester Baseball, a former officer of the Holy
Name Society of Divine Infant Parish, former
co-president of the Parents’ Association of
Loyola University, and a former 25 year bingo
worker for IHM High School. He married the
late Patricia Mulrainey Suffredin on July 6,
1946.

A dedicated family man, Larry, Sr. leaves
behind eight children: Lawrence, Jr., Genna,
Paul, Susanne, Patricia, John, Peter and
Michelle and thirteen grandchildren: Tom, Liz,
Courtney, Nicholas, Stephen, Kevin and Mor-
gan Suffredin, Andrea and Daniel Erikson,
Erin and Bob Brown and Ethan and Henry
Moskal. His wife, Patricia, died in December of
1990.

Wherever Larry went, he brought joy and
laughter. His joy will be missed by all.

On behalf of our families, and those lives in
our districts that Larry, Sr. touched over the
years, we send our deepest condolences to
his family and friends. He will be missed.

—————

MEDICARE PHYSICIAN PAYMENT
REFORM ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 19, 2009

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong sup-
port of the Medicare Physician Payment Re-
form Act, H.R. 3961, legislation that would en-
sure that physicians are reimbursed fairly for
treating Medicare patients. Improving this pay-
ment system is vital to improving our Nation’s
health insurance system.

There is broad consensus that the current
Medicare formula for reimbursing physicians,
the Sustainable Growth Rate, SGR, is fun-
damentally flawed. This formula would be
eliminated by this bill and replaced with a bet-
ter structure for Medicare physician payments.
Without this necessary action, doctors’ pay-
ments would be cut 21 percent in 2010, forc-
ing many doctors to stop accepting Medicare
patients and undermining the ability of millions
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of Medicare beneficiaries to get the care they
need to stay healthy. | am pleased that this
new formula would compensate physicians
fairly for their services to seniors.

As a U.S. Representative and the spouse of
a physician, | have heard from many physi-
cians, nurses, and other health care providers
frustrated with the annual ritual of preventing
major Medicare physician payment cuts. | am
pleased that this legislation, a crucial part of
health care reform, would stop this cycle and
reset the Medicare physician payment base-
line to ensure seniors continue to have access
to their doctors. In addition, this bill recognizes
the importance of primary care, a key compo-
nent of health reform, and would provide sen-
iors with greater access to primary care practi-
tioners. This would help seniors with greater
coordination of their medical care and promote
medical care that keeps seniors healthy.

Additionally, the legislation we are consid-
ering today would require all new spending to
be paid for and not increase the debt by insti-
tuting pay-as-you-go budgeting as law. | sup-
port pay-as-you-go rules because fiscal dis-
cipline must always be a hallmark of our gov-
ernment. In the 1990s with pay-as-you-go as
the law, we turned the massive deficits of the
1980s into a record surplus under President
Clinton. Pay-as-you-go is only one tool, but it
is a strong one to return our Nation back to
fiscal stability.

| voted in favor of this bill to help physicians
and health care providers continue to provide
excellent service to our Nation’s seniors.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ALTHEA
THOMPSON THOMAS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| would like to request the House’s attention
today to pay recognition to Althea Thompson
Thomas of Montgomery, Alabama.

Mrs. Thomas currently serves at Dexter Av-
enue King Memorial Baptist Church as the
church’s organist. In June of 1955, she was
hired by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and from
her unique vantage point seated in the organ
pit, she was able to witness his sermons each
Sunday with an up close and personal view of
the pulpit.

Mrs. Thomas is an accomplished composer,
musician, artist, writer and educator. She has
written and arranged musical pieces through-
out her life and published musical composi-
tions including four musical dramas, eleven
books of piano works, three books of organ
works and 25 choral works.

She has served as organist for several
churches and her artwork has been exhibited
across Alabama and the Southeast.

Over the years, she taught band, choral
music and art in the Montgomery Public
Schools and taught art, organ, piano, music
theory and appreciation at Alabama State Uni-
versity and Alabama State Laboratory High
School. She most recently worked at Alabama
State University as an Adjunct Professor.
Since 1982, she has taught piano, organ, wind
instruments, percussions and guitar at the
Thompson Legacy Studios (House of the
Arts).
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She is the daughter of the late H.O. Thomp-
son and the late Faustine Hilliard Thompson.
She is married to Wiley Thomas, Jr. and the
mother of 6 children.

Mrs. Thomas has touched the lives of chil-
dren and adults alike through her teaching,
and | commend her for her dedication. | con-
gratulate her on being honored at Dexter Ave-
nue Memorial King Baptist Church for her con-
tributions to the arts.

———

CONGRATULATING FIRM OF
COONEY, FAULKNER, AND STE-
VENS ON THEIR 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the accounting firm of
Cooney, Faulkner, and Stevens on their 10th
Anniversary. In 1999, the firm was founded by
partners Thomas Cooney, Crystal Faulkner,
and Charles Stevens. Just five years later, in
2004, it was named Small Business of the
Year by the Cincinnati USA Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce—the first accounting firm to
receive such an honor.

Many Cincinnati institutions have come to
rely on the firm’s accounting experience and
expertise over the past ten years. The firm is
also routinely recognized for its many philan-
thropic and volunteer endeavors. Just recently,
the firm participated in the 10th Accounting for
Kids Day. Cooney, Faulkner and Stevens
founded this event to promote financial lit-
eracy.

Many Cincinnatians are familiar with Thom-
as Cooney and Crystal Faulkners weekday
radio show titled BusinessWise on 89.7
WNKU. And Crystal Faulkner is the weekly
host of Business Report on WCPO Channel 9.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Cooney, Faulkner, and Stevens on
their 10th Anniversary and in wishing them
continued success in the future.

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009
Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-

NATIONAL

er, this morning our national debt was
$12,113,047,538,115.42. We have added
$102,485,795,900.21 to the national debt

since the last day we were in session, Novem-
ber 19th.

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $1,474,621,791,821.62 so far this year.

According to the non-partisan Congressional
Budget Office, the forecast deficit for this year
is $1.6 trillion. That means that so far this
year, we borrowed and spent an average $4.4
billion a day more than we have collected,
passing that debt and its interest payments to
our children and all future Americans.
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A TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
FRANCIS P. COSGROVE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the Honorable
Francis P. Cosgrove. For 35 years, Judge
Cosgrove has served on the Philadelphia Mu-
nicipal Court, and in December he will cele-
brate his retirement after decades of service to
his community.

Judge Cosgrove served on active duty in
the United States Army from 1951 to 1953. He
graduated from LaSalle College in 1956 and
received his Juris Doctorate from Temple Uni-
versity School of Law in 1963. After his grad-
uation, Judge Cosgrove became a member of
the Philadelphia Bar Association and went into
private practice from 1964 to 1973. In Novem-
ber of 1973, he was elected judge to the Mu-
nicipal Court of Philadelphia. Judge Cosgrove
served in this capacity from 1974 through
1998. On February 18, 1998, he was ap-
pointed to Senior Judge status for the Phila-
delphia Municipal Court. On December 31,
2009, Judge Cosgrove will retire from the
bench after 35 years.

In addition to his service on the Municipal
Court, Judge Cosgrove is a member of sev-
eral committees and organizations dedicated
to bettering the Philadelphia community and
beyond. He is a part of the Catholic War Vet-
erans, St. Thomas Moore Society, Knights of
Columbus, Polish American Citizens League,
Polish-America Congress, and is a gold card
carrying member of the International Union of
Bricklayers and Allied Craft workers.

Judge Cosgrove’s long and impressive ca-
reer showcases his commitment and service
to his community. Madam Speaker, | ask that
you and my other distinguished colleagues
join me in thanking Judge Cosgrove for his
work and congratulate him on the occasion of
his retirement.

————

WEST VIRGINIA STATE POLICE 90
YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the ninety years of service by the
West Virginia State Police.

Audiences throughout the world have al-
ways been transfixed by the American law-
man, from the earliest days of radio with the
Lone Ranger and Dragnet, to today’s televised
prolific forensic adventures. In West Virginia
this week, we shall go a long way in setting
the record right, celebrating the real human
spirit, and illuminating the costly sacrifices of
the steadfast mission galvanized by the
shields worn proudly across our state, “To
Serve and Protect.”

The West Virginia State Police have given
the people of West Virginia nine decades of
dedication and commitment by an unbroken
long line of forest green. This remarkable
group of professionals, our nation’s fourth old-
est state police agency, has a storied history
and rich tradition of service.
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