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particularly on the impact on women and on
how long-term, low-dose exposure to environ-
mental pollutants impacts children at critical
stages of development.

A few years ago, | participated in a study
conducted by the Environmental Working
Group to find out what toxic substances I, in
particular, and Americans in general, have
been exposed to throughout our lives. My
stunning test results showed literally hundreds
of chemicals pumping through my vital organs
every day. These chemicals include PCBs that
were banned decades ago, as well as chemi-
cals like Teflon that are currently under federal
investigation.

The study also tested ten newborn babies
and found that on average, each one had
some 200 chemicals in their blood at the time
of birth. The fact that we have children coming
into this world already polluted and at the
same time, do not know what the effects of
that pollution will be on their mental and phys-
ical development, is both bad policy and im-
moral. We must test chemicals before they go
onto the market, not after they get into our
bloodstreams.

For several years, | have called on Con-
gress to enact legislation that would allow NIH
to expand its research on the impact of these
chemical pollutants on the health of women
and children.

Once again, | am introducing two important
bills that | hope will advance this research—
the Environmental Hormone Disruption Act
and the Women’s Environmental Health and
Disease Prevention Act. The Environmental
Hormone Disruption Act authorizes the Na-
tional Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences, NIEHS, to conduct a comprehensive
program to research and educate the public
on the health effects of hormone-disrupting
chemicals. The Women’s Environmental
Health and Disease Prevention Act authorizes
the NIEHS to establish multidisciplinary re-
search centers to investigate how environ-
mental factors may be related to women’s
health and disease prevention.

Increased investments in research now
could prevent and treat a broad range of dis-
eases and disorders in future generations. |
urge my colleagues to support these bills
today.

MARSHAL J.C. RAFFETY
HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to inform my colleagues of the pending retire-
ment of Marshal J.C. Raffety from not only his
position as United States Marshal for the
Northern District of West Virginia, but from an
exceptional career in law enforcement that
spans the past five decades.

Specifically, on January 1, 2010, after nearly
eight years of service as U.S. Marshal, J.C.
will graciously relinquish his duties and begin
his life anew as a private citizen of the State
of West Virginia. Raffety will leave this post
with an outstanding legacy of achievement.
During his tenure, Marshal Raffety supported
the establishment of the Northern District's
Mountain State Fugitive Task Force, which
has components located in Clarksburg, Mar-
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tinsburg, and Wheeling, West Virginia. This
Task Force, comprised of local, State and
Federal law enforcement agencies, is respon-
sible for the apprehension of violent fugitive
offenders. In addition, this Task Force partici-
pates in Operation FALCON, Federal And
Local Cops Organized Nationally, an annual,
nationwide fugitive round-up that relies on the
combined efforts of Federal, State, and local
law enforcement agencies and departments.
Under Raffety’s capable leadership, the North-
ern District of West Virginia’s efforts involving
Operation FALCON netted the arrests of hun-
dreds of fugitives from justice, and stands
today as a shining example of effective inter-
agency cooperation and coordination. Addi-
tionally, very early into his appointment, Mar-
shal Raffety was selected to serve on the
then-USMS Director’s Advisory Committee, a
testament to his decades of training and expe-
rience in the Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement communities.

President George W. Bush appointed
Raffety to the position of U.S. Marshal on
March 13, 2002. Prior to that, J.C. served as
the Chief of Police for the city of Buckhannon,
West Virginia, for approximately two years.
During his tenure, Chief Raffety promoted the
established concept of community policing and
instituted meaningful administrative reforms.
Additionally, he strengthened ties with the stu-
dents and administrators of West Virginia
Wesleyan College and enhanced the Neigh-
borhood Watch Program in Buckhannon.

Before his service as Chief of Police in
Buckhannon, Raffety spent a remarkable 32-
year career with the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, FBI, which began in 1966 when, fol-
lowing high school graduation at the age of
18, he relocated to Washington, DC, and
began working for the FBI as a GS—-2 Clerk.
While employed at the FBI, J.C. attended
night school full-time towards the attainment of
his college degree. After a 2-year break in
service to complete his undergraduate edu-
cation, Raffety was reinstated to the FBI in
1970, and attended the FBI Academy at
Quantico, Virginia. Early in his career, J.C.
served as an FBI Special Agent in Philadel-
phia, Pittsburgh, and Erie, Pennsylvania,
where his investigative efforts focused on or-
ganized crime, racketeering, and public cor-
ruption. He later served as a Supervisory Spe-
cial Agent at FBI Headquarters in Washington,
DC, assigned to the Criminal Investigative Di-
vision, Organized Crime Section. Subse-
quently, in 1983, Raffety was assigned to the
Clarksburg, West Virginia Resident Agency,
and later served as Supervisory Senior Resi-
dent Agent for that office, a position he held
until his retirement in 2000. Among the high-
lights of his impressive record in West Vir-
ginia, J.C. served as the lead case agent in
the 1995-1997 West Virginia Mountaineer Mi-
litia investigation, which resulted in the convic-
tions of milita members engaged in a domes-
tic terrorism plot targeting the FBI's Criminal
Justice Information Services, CJIS, Center in
Clarksburg, as well as the Internal Revenue
Service, IRS, and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms, and Explosives, BATF, facilities in
West Virginia’s eastern panhandle.

| am pleased to have had this opportunity to
call to the attention of my colleagues the ex-
traordinary accomplishments of J.C. Raffety. |
admire his idealism and lifelong commitment
to his community, State, and country. | join his
wife, Cindy, his two children and two grand-
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children, and the grateful citizens of West Vir-
ginia in thanking J.C. for his life of service,
and in wishing him continued success as he
enters this new chapter of his life. Congratula-
tions, Marshal Raffety, on a job well done!

——————

A TRIBUTE TO MRS. SAJDA
MUSAWWIR LADNER

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS-

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Sajda Musawwir Ladner, an
artist, community activist and educator.

She is one of the founders as well as the
Artistic/Executive Director of Universal Temple
of the Arts (UTA). UTA is a non-profit, commu-
nity based organization focusing on creative
development, education, multicultural and en-
trepreneurial programs, that has served Staten
Island since the late 1960’s. These programs
are held both on and off site and include
classes in the New York City Department of
Education system.

She has worked intensively with young peo-
ple as a Cultural Enrichment Specialist with
organizations such as the YMCA, the Com-
prehensive Employment and Training Act
(CETA) Youth Employment Program, Neigh-
borhood Youth Corp, and the Board of Edu-
cation. Presently, Mrs. Ladner is on the staff
of Doing Art Together at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art and the Staten Island Museum as
an Art Educator.

Sajda Musawwir Ladner is a Fashion/cos-
tume designer and owner of Saadia Fine Art
Fashions. She has created costumes for many
dance companies including Alvin Ailey I, the
Fred Benjamin Dance Company, Eleo Pomare
Dance Company, The Mary Anthony Dance
Theater and the Nanette Bearden Contem-
porary Dance Theatre where she was resident
costume designer and wardroom mistress.

Mrs. Ladner is a professional dancer having
had the honor of being asked to perform for
President Nelson Mandela of South Africa
when he visited New York shortly after his re-
lease from prison. She specializes in Jazz Im-
provisation and has worked with Barrie Harris,
Reggie Workman and the Sun Ra Arkestra.
Mrs. Ladner is a member of the On the Rock
DanceTheatre based on Staten Island.

Mrs. Ladner serves on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Northfield Development Corporation
and the Children’s Harbor Montessori School.
She is a member of the National Council of
Negro Women, the NAACP and Staten Island
Peach Action.

Mrs. Ladner has an administrative back-
ground in business and law. She represented
Staten Island at the 13th Annual Harlem Moth-
er's Day Parade. The parade honors mothers
who work in the community. She has been the
recipient of many awards for community serv-
ice. Sajda Musawwir Ladner is the wife of Ed-
ward Ladner and mother of five daughters.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Mrs. Sajda Musawwir
Ladner.
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Mr. CANTOR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor a true champion of the conservative
movement, Morton Blackwell, who just cele-
brated his 70th birthday.

| have known Morton since the days when
he attended meetings in my parents’ living
room, planning how we would advance the
conservative cause in Virginia. We realized
the fruits of those talks during the Reagan
Revolution in the 1980s, when Virginia—and
Morton Blackwell—led the way.

Morton’s life thus far has been a testament
to the kind of man he is. There is a list of
rules that Morton has developed, entitled the
Laws of the Public Policy Process, which | al-
ways keep close at hand. One of my favorites
is number 10, which simply states: “Sound
doctrine is sound politics.” Morton lives and
teaches by this rule. He has dedicated his
adult life to serving on the front lines of all the
major battles in our nation to ensure that faith,
family, and freedom always prevail. | would
venture to say that much of Morton’s success
is due to the fact that he has had a key part-
ner in these efforts in his wife Helen, the
president of the Virginia chapter of the Eagle
Forum.

In addition to his birthday, Morton also cele-
brated the thirtieth anniversary of the Leader-
ship Institute. Morton founded LI in 1979 for
the sole purpose of teaching conservatives to
win. His approach wasn’t to sit on the side-
lines and analyze policy, as important as that
may be. Instead, his strategy was to train peo-
ple to actually influence that very policy by di-
rectly participating in it, through activism and
leadership. The more than 76,000 students
who have been mentored by Morton are now
spread throughout the country, in arenas rang-
ing from grassroots organizations to cam-
paigns at every level to elected office. | don’t
believe there’s a doubt in anyone’s mind that
Morton has trained more political activists than
any other conservative.

This outreach didn’t start with the founding
of LI, though. Decades before that, Morton
worked with fellow Republicans as a leader of
College Republicans, and then of local and
state Republican party chapters. In a role that
any conservative would envy, Morton’s hard
work and dedication earned him a job as Spe-
cial Assistant to President Reagan. At nearly
70 years old, Morton still demonstrates the en-
ergy and activity of a young man, serving the
boards of at least six major conservative orga-
nizations, and frequently writes widely pub-
lished pieces on a variety of conservative
issues.

As in the times when | first met Morton, con-
servatives have recently had plenty of reasons
to feel discouraged. Morton’s rules, however,
also tell us to “remember it's a long ball
game.” Keeping in mind that the game is not
yet over, we continue to fight. | was proud to
stand next to Morton on the stage one month
ago, as we celebrated Bob McDonnell’s elec-
tion as the next governor of the state we call
home. As | said on that same stage, the con-
servative resurgence begins now, and it be-
gins in Virginia. Americans everywhere can
thank Morton Blackwell for that.
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RECOGNIZING VITAL BRIDGES FOR
20 YEARS OF SERVICE AND FOR
PROVIDING ITS 10 MILLIONTH
MEAL

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and congratulate VITAL BRIDGES on
the occasion of its 20th anniversary. VITAL
BRIDGES, originally known as Open Hand
Chicago, is a not-for-profit community organi-
zation providing food and social services to
low-income people with HIV and AIDS in Chi-
cago and Cook County.

On Christmas Eve 1988, a small group of
concerned volunteers came together to deliver
hot meals to AIDS patients who were too sick
or too poor to prepare their own food. From
this initial act of charity, Open Hand Chicago
was born in January 1989.

For the last two decades and without inter-
ruption, Open Hand and its successor VITAL
BRIDGES has provided food and social serv-
ices to men, women and children living with
HIV and AIDS.

Today, VITAL BRIDGES provides its serv-
ices through five grocery centers located on
the north, south and west sides of Chicago
and in Oak Park and Elk Grove Village in sub-
urban Cook County. Nearly 2,000 people re-
ceive services every month.

In addition to food services, VITAL
BRIDGES provides nutrition counseling, hous-
ing assistance, case management and edu-
cational and vocational services.

On October 29, 2009, VITAL BRIDGES
reached a milestone: it provided its 10 mil-
lionth meal.

Without VITAL BRIDGES, thousands of
people in Chicago and Cook County would go
without the healthy, balanced meals and the
social services that are needed when a person
is struggling to live with HIV and AIDS, espe-
cially in these economically difficult times.

So, Madam Speaker, | wish to thank Execu-
tive Director Debbie Hinde, the staff, board of
directors and especially the many dedicated
volunteers for 20 years of creating Vvital
bridges of help and hope for thousands of
people in our community.

———————

A TRIBUTE TO MS. CERISA
HOWARD

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS-

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Ms. Cerisa Howard, a native
of New York born to William E. Clark and the
late Lela F. Clark.

Ms. Howard has worked with St. Nicholas
Neighborhood Preservation Corporation for 13
years in various positions. She started as a
Youth Coordinator working with at-risk youth in
the community where she found jobs, scholar-
ships, facilitated college enroliment, initiated
educational trips and acquired funding re-
sources to aid youth. Additionally, Ms. Howard
has helped youth with everyday life issues and
has always been available to lend a listening
ear.
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Ms. Howard, also, has worked as a clerical
supervisor in the Human Support Department
of St. Nicholas High School. In this capacity
she managed clients’ files, supervised the
clerical staff and assisted the nurses with
home visit documentation.

Presently, she is the Senior Property Man-
ager of the St. Nicholas Neighborhood Preser-
vation Corporation, now known as the St.
Nicks Alliance, Where Opportunity Grows. She
manages 275 housing units with a mainte-
nance crew that administers repairs, upkeep,
and security.

Ms. Howard is a member of Berean Baptist
Church, under the Pastor of Rev. Dr. Arlee
Griffin, Jr. She is the Vice Servant Leader of
the Pastoral Support Ministry and serves as
the coordinator of the annual Thanksgiving
Dinner that is served for the homeless and
shut-ins on Thanksgiving Day.

Ms. Howard is a loving mother of two sons,
William and Raymond, and the proud grand-
mother of twin grandsons, Ryan and Tylan.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Ms. Cerisa Howard.

——————

THE BIG THICKET NATIONAL
RESERVE

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 1, 2009

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, the Big
Thicket National Preserve consists of 100,000
acres of dense pines, hardwoods, and swamp-
land. The area occupies seven counties in-
cluding Liberty County and Jefferson County,
bounded by the San Jacinto River and Neches
River.

In 1964 the mayor of Liberty, Dempsie Hen-
ley, and local naturalist Lance Rosier founded
the Big Thicket Association; their efforts to
push for national park status gained the atten-
tion of U.S. Senator Ralph Yarborough. After
many years of fighting to preserve the Big
Thicket a bill by U.S. Representative Charles
Wilson to establish the Big Thicket National
Preserve was passed by Congress in 1974.
The creation of the Big Thicket National Pre-
serve was established to protect the numerous
and diverse population of plant and animal
species; it was the first preserve established in
the National Park System.

The communities that border the Big Thicket
National Preserve remain passionate about
preserving one of Texas’ unique land treas-
ures. Like many true Texans, | remember
growing up surrounded by the wild, free piney
woods. Many summer days were spent wad-
ing in the area creeks, fishing for perch, blaz-
ing new trails, or quietly watching turtles sun-
bathe on logs. The Big Thicket National Pre-
serve continues to play an important role in
the lives of the people and families of the Sec-
ond District of Texas.

Madam Speaker, the Second District of
Texas pays tribute to the foresight of our early
Texas leaders and their commitment to the
preservation of the Big Thicket. | love and ap-
preciate this preserve, and will continue to
help protect its natural beauty.
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