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Anniversary on September 3, 2009. Hopkins 
County Memorial Hospital holds a rich history 
of service and dedication to the citizens of 
Hopkins County, providing excellence in med-
ical care through its state-of-the-art technology 
and professionally trained, capable staff. 

Original proposals for a hospital bond date 
back to the 1920’s, but it wasn’t until 1945 that 
public sentiment supported community mem-
bers’ proposal. Voters approved funds for a 
county hospital by a 3-1 majority, and plans 
for an accessible, competitive hospital were 
underway. With federal funding approved by 
1948, the job was awarded to W.R. McKinney 
and Sons of Greenville, Texas, and construc-
tion began November 1, 1948. By June of the 
next year, Hopkins County Memorial Hospital 
was stocked with equipment that would make 
it one of the most modern in the region—a 
modern operating table, Heidbrink gas ma-
chines for anesthesia, a battery-operated 
emergency light for backup power during sur-
gery, as well as a staff of about 30 skilled pro-
fessionals. The hospital held its open house 
on September 4, and opened the next day. 
The hospital’s most recent renovation includes 
a new emergency department, lobby, and con-
version of all rooms to private rooms. 

In January of 2009, the Advanced Heart 
Care at Memorial cardiac catheterization lab 
opened. The latest renovations include 27,959 
new square feet, 39,098 renovated square 
feet, a new emergency department, a new 
front lobby and front desk area, a new and ex-
panded Johnnie Masters Gift Shop, and con-
version of all rooms into private rooms. 

Hopkins County Memorial Hospital is a tes-
tament to the community’s ability to band to-
gether in pursuit of the common good. Without 
the collaboration of thought, energy, and hard 
work by so many people, Hopkins County Me-
morial Hospital would not have become the 
success it is today. Madam Speaker, I ask 
those present today to join me in celebrating 
Hopkins County Memorial Hospital in its serv-
ice and success over the past 60 years, and 
in wishing it many blessings in the years to 
come. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF WARSAW, 
MISSOURI 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 1, 2009 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this means to acknowledge Warsaw, Mis-
souri, and the efforts of the Parks and Recre-
ation Department to turn this beautiful city into 
Missouri’s most bike-friendly community. Al-
ready a destination city for Americans seeking 
to enjoy Missouri’s two largest lakes, Warsaw 
is working to become a model city for healthy 
living. 

Under the leadership of City Administrator 
Randy Pogue and Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Mac Vorce, Warsaw plans to build a 
network of 15 to 20 miles of trails that radiate 
from the city center like the spokes of a wheel. 
These trails will connect the major area attrac-
tions and allow the residents of Warsaw to 
travel by bicycle to school and work. By build-
ing this impressive network of trails, Warsaw 
is creating a culture of healthy living. Pogue 
and Vorce hope that these trails will inspire 

Missourians to get out of the house, put down 
the television remote, and enjoy the breath- 
taking beauty of the Fourth District of Missouri. 

What began as a dream eight years ago is 
now close to becoming a reality due to the 
hard work of Pogue, Vorce, and their visionary 
team of engineers and staff members. After 
this House passed the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act in February of this year, 
Warsaw applied for and received two grants to 
fund the renovation of Steamboat Landing and 
the surrounding area. This federal stimulus 
money, coupled with ‘‘handshake funds’’ from 
the Corps of Engineers, will allow Warsaw to 
finish this project and provide greater access 
to the beauty of this city. 

Madam Speaker, Warsaw, which is situated 
in the heart of the Fourth District, is blessed 
with the God-given beauty of its natural sur-
roundings. I trust that my fellow members of 
the House will join me in recognizing Warsaw 
as a model for healthy living and the pro-
motion of the great outdoors. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 1, 2009 

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks as well as in accordance with Clause 9 
of rule XXI, I am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding earmarks for my Congres-
sional District as a part of H.R. 2996, the Inte-
rior and Environment Appropriations Act for 
Fiscal Year 2010. 

Requesting Member: Congressman BILL 
POSEY (along with Senators Mel Martinez and 
BILL NELSON) 

Project Funding Amount $300,000 

Bill Number: H.R. 2996 

Account: STAG Water and Wastewater In-
frastructure Project 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: St. Johns 
River Water Management District 

Address of Requesting Entity: St. Johns 
River Water Management District, 525 Com-
munity College Pkwy, Palm Bay, Florida. 

Description of Request: This funding will be 
provided to the St. Johns River Water Man-
agement District for the East-Central Florida 
Integrated Water Resources Project to in-
crease enhance water quality and increase the 
overall supply of water available for use as po-
table water. 

Consistent with Republican Leadership’s 
policy on earmarks, I hereby certify that to the 
best of my knowledge this request (1) is not 
directed to any entity or program that will be 
named after a sitting Member of Congress; (2) 
is not intended to be used by an entity to se-
cure funds for entities unless the use of the 
funding is consistent with the specified pur-
pose of the earmark; and (3) meets or ex-
ceeds all statutory requirements for matching 
funds where applicable. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JUDGE 
FLOYD A. SHUMPERT 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 1, 2009 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the life of Judge Floyd A. 
Shumpert, a public servant and fellow veteran, 
who passed away on July 17, 2009 at the age 
of 92. Judge Shumpert was born on March 21, 
1917 to A.T. and Edna Shumpert in Kaufman 
County, Texas. 

During World War II, Mr. Shumpert served 
his country in the 8th Infantry Division, 28th In-
fantry Regiment, 2nd Battalion of the United 
States Army, where, in the Hurtgen Forest in 
Germany, he suffered a severe injury when he 
stepped on a land mine. This injury required 
the amputation of his lower leg. For his cour-
age and dedication to the U.S. Army, Mr. 
Shumpert was awarded both the Silver Star 
and Purple Heart. 

In 1945 Mr. Shumpert retired as a Major 
from the U.S. Army and returned to his home 
in Kaufman County, serving as County Clerk 
for four years. Upon earning his law degree 
from Baylor University, Judge Shumpert next 
served as County Judge for eight years before 
transitioning into private law practice in Kauf-
man County, and moving to Terrell in 1978. In 
1983, Judge Shumpert became the second 
Judge to ever serve from Kaufman County as 
an Associate Justice on the Texas Court of 
Appeals from the Fifth Judicial District in Dal-
las, Texas. On August 30, 1983, Judge 
Shumpert was presented with The Key to the 
City of Terrell, and in 1999, both he and his 
wife were honored with the Community Serv-
ice Award. 

Along with his service to his country and 
community, Judge Shumpert served in his 
church as an Elder, both at Kaufman and 
Terrell Church of Christ. 

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Kath-
erine Shumpert, their four children, and nu-
merous grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews. He will be remembered 
fondly as a loving husband and devoted fa-
ther, a patriot and public servant. Madam 
Speaker, I ask those here today to join me in 
honoring the life of this great American, Judge 
Floyd A. Shumpert. 

f 

ORDER ON GITMO AND YEMENI 
DETAINEES 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 1, 2009 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, this Thursday 
the House Homeland Security Committee will 
hold an urgent hearing to investigate the ad-
mission of uninvited guests to the recent 
White House state dinner. 

This security lapse certainly merits a full in-
vestigation, but it pales in comparison to the 
gross security lapse that the Obama Adminis-
tration is committing in releasing scores of de-
tainees from Guantanamo Bay to dangerously 
unstable countries—including Yemen, Afghani-
stan, and other al Qaeda strongholds. 

Yet neither the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, nor any other committee, has seen fit 
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to hold a single hearing on the release of 
these detainees. 

In fact, the majority included a provision in 
FY2009 spending bills explicitly prohibiting the 
disclosure of any information to the American 
people. 

If the American people knew who these de-
tainees were, the acts of terror they have 
committed, or to which countries they were 
going to be released, they would never stand 
for it. 

This is a dangerous precedent. Given that 
more than 74 former Guantanamo detainees 
have returned to active terrorism, there is real 
concern about the potential for these remain-
ing detainees to return to a life of terror. 

The American people deserve the facts. I 
encourage the public to visit the New York 
Times ‘‘Guantanamo Docket’’ Web site to re-
view what scant information about these de-
tainees was released by the previous adminis-
tration. 

I believe they will find these summaries 
deeply troubling. 

This Congress has a responsibility and an 
obligation to the American people to hold 
hearings, request information, and work with 
the administration to have an open dialogue 
over transfer and release policies. 

This has not happened. And 10 months 
after the administration issued an executive 
order to close Guantanamo, we have no more 
information about this than we did when the 
President took office. 

Of the many unstable countries to which de-
tainees may be sent, I am most concerned 
about the impending release of 26 detainees 
to Yemen—a growing haven for al Qaeda in 
the Persian Gulf. 

It is my understanding that the administra-
tion is also preparing to release several other 
detainees to another country that anyone with 
a basic understanding of world affairs would 
agree is unacceptable. Unfortunately, this in-
formation has been classified. 

Yemen is undoubtedly one of the most un-
stable countries in the world today—and the 
country where al Qaeda has reconstituted its 
operations over the last year. 

The director of the National Counterter-
rorism Center, Michael Leiter, stated in an Oc-
tober Voice of America interview, ‘‘In Yemen, 
we have witnessed the reemergence of al- 
Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula and the possi-
bility that that will become the base of oper-
ations for al-Qaida.’’ 

A number of former Guantanamo Bay de-
tainees have returned to Yemen to launch ter-
rorist attacks, including one just 2 months ago. 

On October 13, Saudi police prevented an 
imminent suicide bomb attack as two al 
Qaeda terrorists slipped across the border 
from Yemen. 

One of the would-be suicide bombers, 
Yousef Mohammed al Shihri, was a former 
Guantanamo detainee released in 2007 to 
Saudi Arabia. He quickly left Saudi Arabia for 
dangerously unstable Yemen where he re-
joined al Qaeda. 

In September 2008, another former Guanta-
namo Bay detainee, Said Ali al Shihri, helped 
orchestrate the terrorist attack on the U.S. em-
bassy in Sanaa, Yemen, killing 10 guards and 
civilians. 

Since that time, al Qaeda’s posture in 
Yemen has grown stronger with the merger of 
the Saudi and Yemeni arms of al Qaeda into 
one group—al Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-

sula—with Yemen as its base for training and 
operations. 

Yemen is also now home to radical cleric 
Anwar al-Aulaqi, who influenced alleged Fort 
Hood gunman Major Nidal M. Hasan and who 
U.S. intelligence believes to be a critical link in 
al Qaeda’s efforts to radicalize Americans and 
Europeans. 

I have repeatedly urged the President to 
halt the release of detainees to dangerously 
unstable countries. The consequences of such 
releases could cost American lives. 

I implore this Congress to get serious about 
its oversight responsibility. The American peo-
ple deserve better. 
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HONORING KEN DIEHL 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 1, 2009 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ken Diehl for his tremendous 
contributions to promoting housing and devel-
opment in the Central Valley. Mr. Diehl is 
being honored at The Greater Yosemite Coun-
cil Boy Scouts of America’s annual distin-
guished citizens dinner on October 28, 2009 in 
Modesto, California. 

Ken Diehl was born and raised in Beaver, 
Iowa. He attended Iowa Wesleyan College, 
where he excelled in athletics, lettering in bas-
ketball and baseball. He was also involved 
with the Blue Key (an honorary fraternity) the 
letter club and Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity. 
During college, he served in the United States 
Army and served overseas with the 100th In-
fantry Division. He spent over a year in com-
bat, where he commanded a light machine 
gun section. For his efforts and achievements 
he was awarded the Bronze Star. 

After World War II ended, Mr. Diehl made 
his way to California and settled in Patterson. 
He married Dorothy Sutherland and they had 
three children. Although he spent a great 
amount of time with his family, he was also 
very involved with professional and community 
organizations. Mr. Diehl served as the presi-
dent of The Life Underwriter Association of 
Central California, chairman of the Heart As-
sociation for the Life Underwriters, member of 
the board of director of Toastmaster Inter-
national. His mid-life career change to real es-
tate offered him new opportunities to get in-
volved. In his new position, Mr. Diehl was a 
developer and a builder for his own account; 
quickly realizing that a real estate investor was 
more profitable than a real estate agent. With 
the knowledge he acquired in the profession, 
he wrote a book, ‘‘Affordable Housing’’. 

Mr. Diehl created The Diehl Company; over 
the years the company bought and sold hun-
dreds of properties, built apartments, strip cen-
ters and several sub-divisions. He became 
very involved with the local Board of Realtors, 
chaired many committees and served as 
board president. He was a regional vice presi-
dent for California Association of Realtors, 
CAR, where he represented seven local 
boards. He chaired various committees for 
CAR including; the Legislative Committee, the 
Board Presidents Committee, the Policy Com-
mittee, and the Regional Vice Presidents 
Committee. For his service, Mr. Diehl was 
awarded the Director for Life designation, a 

prestigious award that is given to only three 
realtors out of one hundred and fifty thousand. 

He also served as the director of the million 
member National Association of Realtors, rep-
resenting California for 6 years. He was a 
chairman of the Federally Assisted Code En-
forcement program. With this program he and 
a group of others were able to save hundreds 
of homes that were on the verge of being 
deemed uninhabitable, and made them livable 
in the City of Modesto and the surrounding 
areas. Mr. Diehl spent many years as a direc-
tor of the Community Housing Shelter Service. 
His primary focus while in the real estate in-
dustry was permanent housing for low to mod-
erate income families. 

Mr. Diehl is a 58 year member of the Elks 
Club number 1282 in Modesto. He chaired the 
United Way for Modesto, served as the direc-
tor of the California Apartment Association, 
president of the Apartment Association of 
Central California and chaired many commit-
tees of the Sportsman of Stanislaus. Mr. Diehl 
served a 3 year term as president of the Yo-
semite Council of Boy Scouts. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
Ken Diehl for the impact that he has made on 
the real estate industry in the Central Valley 
and the State of California. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing him continued 
success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF MARINE 
SGT. JAY M. HOSKINS 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 1, 2009 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the life of United States 
Marine Sergeant Jay Michael Hoskins of 
Paris, TX, who died August 6, 2009 at the age 
of 24 in Farah Province, Afghanistan, due to 
complications from wounds received when his 
vehicle was hit by a roadside bomb. 

Born January 26, 1985 in Paris, Texas to 
Michelle Sparks-Hoskins and Danny Hoskins, 
Jay Hoskins attended Aaron Parker Elemen-
tary, graduating from North Lamar High 
School in 2003. Throughout his youth, Ser-
geant Hoskins was active in baseball and foot-
ball, and was an active member at Gospel 
Lighthouse in Powderly, Texas. 

Following his graduation from North Lamar 
High School, Mr. Hoskins joined the United 
States Marine Corps, graduating from boot 
camp in San Diego, CA, as a Private 1st 
Class. In 2004, Sgt. Hoskins was deployed to 
Iraq where he fought in the Battle of Fallujah 
with the 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment. In 
2005, he served seven months in the Tora 
Bora area in the Afghanistan mountains, for 
which he received the first of his Afghanistan 
Campaign medals. From 2005 to 2008, Sgt. 
Hoskins served as a member of a training 
cadre in infantry tactics for Marine Officers at 
Marine Corps Base, Quantico, VA, where he 
was able to employ his background as a mar-
tial arts black belt instructor. In 2009, Sgt. 
Hoskins was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 
3rd Marine Regiment III Marine Expeditionary 
Force, based out of Marine Corps Base, 
Kaneohe Bay, HI. He was deployed to Af-
ghanistan in May, along with 1,000 other Ma-
rines to Helmand and Farah Provinces. 
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