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During her internship, Amy served as an in-
valuable member of my District Office team.
On numerous occasions she effectively as-
sisted my Spanish-speaking constituents. In
addition to her constituent-service skills, Amy
acted as a mentor to new interns. Her warmth,
ability to relate to people, and knowledge of
public policy issues were evident. Amy effort-
lessly and ably engaged in political discus-
sions and it became clear that Amy was in-
deed wiser than her years.

More than anything else, Amy loved spend-
ing time with her family and friends. She was
a warm and loving daughter, sister, and friend.
She was intelligent, compassionate and want-
ed to find a way to make the world a better
place for everyone she encountered. Amy was
a terrific athlete and a fierce competitor on the
tennis court, and she applied this mentality to
all areas of her life. When confronted with a
terrible illness, she fought valiantly and she
never lost hope that she would beat the dis-
ease. Amy was a selfless and caring individual
who never wanted to burden others with con-
cerns about her health. She never allowed her
illness to change who she was; she remained
optimistic and upbeat throughout her life. She
wished to be remembered for the person she
was, not the illness she endured.

Although Amy’s years on this planet were
short, her life, nevertheless, was rich. And for
all those who had the privilege of meeting or
knowing Amy, our lives were made richer as
a result. | offer my deepest condolences to
Joel, Linda, Diana and to the rest of Amy’s
family and friends. She will be greatly missed.

——

HONORING PAM HEAVENS FOR
HER TWENTY YEARS OF SERV-
ICE AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
THE WILL-GRUNDY CENTER FOR
INDEPENDENT LIVING

HON. DEBORAH L. HALVORSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, this
fall Pam Heavens celebrates her twentieth
year as Executive Director of the Will-Grundy
Center for Independent Living. On behalf of
the 11th Congressional District of lllinois, |
would like to commend Pam for her years of
selfless service on behalf of disabled Illi-
noisans.

As Executive Director, Pam has fought on
behalf of thousands of disabled Will and
Grundy County residents. The Center serves
disabled citizens young and old, including our
brave veterans. By offering services ranging
from the Low Vision Loan Center to the Home
Ownership Program, the Will-Grundy Center
for Independent Living helps people with dis-
abilities achieve their goals.

Pam has successfully led the Center
through challenging times. The Center has in-
creased services in the midst of a financial cli-
mate that has forced many organizations to
cut services as they lose important funding
sources.

Aside from her duties running the Center,
Pam has worked with non-profits and govern-
mental agencies at the local and state level to
improve the lives of disabled persons. For ex-
ample, through the Accessible Cities Alliance,
Pam worked to ensure disabled consumers
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had access to local businesses through such
efforts as the creation of accessible indoor
walkways and the construction of wheelchair
ramps.

Pam knows firsthand the importance of
fighting for disability rights because she lives
with cerebral palsy. Despite this challenge,
Pam routinely works a sixty-hour work week
on behalf of disabled individuals. Pam’s dedi-
cation and perseverance should serve as an
inspiration to all of us.

————

TRIBUTE TO MIDLAND DOW BOYS
TENNIS TEAM

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
commend the team members of the Midland
Dow High School Boys Tennis Team. They
have represented the town of Midland well
with their perseverance and athleticism, and
we are very proud of their accomplishments.

The Chargers won the Division Two Boys
State Tennis Championship on Saturday, No-
vember 17, 2009, after defeating Battle Creek-
Lakeview High School: 30—23. This win gives
Midland Dow their first Boys Tennis state
championship since 1984.

Additionally, this Chargers team was the
embodiment of both teamwork and determina-
tion. Led by Coach Terry Schwartzkopf, these
boys were also models of sportsmanship and
set good examples on and off the court.

Team members include: Juan Guerra,
Alekzander Davila, Santiago Guerra, Jonathan
Gurnee, J.P. Gurnee, Jon Templeman, Austin
Woody, Kevin Winegar, Jacob Poliskey, Nate
Karsten, Brandon LaFreniere, Alex Haslam,
David Read, and Scott Kendall.

| am honored today to recognize the Mid-
land Dow Boys Tennis Team for their accom-
plishments, and congratulate them on their
state championship.

HONORING ANGEL TORRES

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise to congratulate Angel Torres, distin-
guished journalist and member of my South
Florida community, for receiving the 2009 Na-
tional Award for Journalism given by the Na-
tional Journalists Association of Cuba in Exile.
It is with great pride that | recognize his exem-
plary work and dedication to sports and jour-
nalism throughout the years. Angel, born in La
Havana, Cuba, always shared a great passion
and interest for baseball. He started playing in
the Free Amateur Tournaments of the Stadium
with San Pedro and later became manager-
player in the Winter Amateur Championships
of Octavio Divind at Arroyo Naranjo super-
vising Nebraska, where he received a medal
for his distinguished handwork of the immortal
Martin Dihigo.

Torres graduated from the Cuban-American
Institute and the English Special Center at
Jesus del Monte in 1947. By 1952 he grad-
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uated of Broadcasting and Journalism spon-
sored by the National Broadcasting School of
Cuba in Radio Progreso. Throughout his ster-
ling service to journalism, he wrote com-
mentaries on sports and jazz for numerous
programs like “Pequenos Conjuntos de
Grandes Musicos” and “Bandas Innovadoras
de Jazz”, among many others. After arriving to
the United States this inspiring journalist be-
came the only Latin-American and Cuban au-
thor with five books in the Baseball Hall of
Fame at Cooperstown, New York. His sports
literature served as a renewed hope for Cu-
bans in exile to remember and restart Cuban
baseball in the veteran games in New Jersey
and Miami. At the same time his work created
awareness about Cuban baseball players and
about the extinct Professional Cuban Baseball
League. As a journalist and member of the
Cuban community, Angel Torres was pre-
sented in January 28, 2007 by the Patronato
José Marti in California, with the most prestige
recognition to a Cuban in exile, the White
Rose of the commemoration to Apostle José
Marti.

Once again, | would like to express how
proud | am of Angel for his dedication to jour-
nalism, baseball and the Cuban community.
His legacy in sports and journalism will serve
as an example for our community and as in-
spiration for everyone to pursue their goals
and dreams with commitment and passion.

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL
OF THE BERLIN WALL

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, “Mr. Gorba-
chev, tear down this wall.”

Against the counsel of the State Department
and others in Washington’s foreign policy es-
tablishment, President Reagan uttered these
six words standing at the Brandenburg Gate
June 12, 1987—words that marked his presi-
dency and defined an era.

Former Soviet spy Whittaker Chambers fa-
mously said when he defected that he be-
lieved he was joining the right side by reject-
ing communism, but that he was leaving “the
winning side for the losing side.”

Reagan however, who was himself indelibly
shaped by Chambers’ account of his defection
in the historic book Witness, always believed
he was on the winning side.

Unbothered by those who cautioned that he
would offend the Soviets, Reagan, the eternal
optimist, felt compelled to issue this challenge
to Gorbachev believing what seemed to be
unimaginable at the time—that one day the
wall would in fact fall.

Erected in 1961 the Berlin Wall was an en-
during symbol of communism—a physical
manifestation of the divide between East and
West, free and captive.

With rapt attention, many Americans gath-
ered around their televisions 20 years ago as
scenes emerged of East Berliners pouring
across the border, tearfully embracing strang-
ers, and raising glasses of champagne as they
rejoiced with West Berliners in their newfound
liberty—the free world rejoiced with them.

For decades an epic struggle had been un-
derway between two vastly different
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ideologies. Then, in the span of a year, three
giants converged on the world scene and
human history was forever changed. Eng-
land’s Iron Lady, Margaret Thatcher, Poland’s
native son, Pope John Paul Il, and our own
Ronald Reagan boldly championed freedom,
inspired hope in millions and gave those living
behind the Iron Curtain the courage to imagine
a world transformed.

While the Soviet Union is relegated to the
history books, today there remain ideologies
that threaten human freedom and dignity.
There remain governments who rule by fear.
There remain people held captive in their own
nation.

Similarly, there are those who still warn that
America ought not meddle in other countries
internal affairs. There are still those who cau-
tion against disrupting bilateral relations. There
are still those who maintain that the desire for
freedom and basic human rights is not uni-
versal.

But the events of 20 years ago teach us
something very, very different.

Ask the Sharanskys and Solzhenitsyns
whose lives in prison improved when leaders
in the West spoke out on their behalf. Ask the
thousands of East Berliners who, facing cer-
tain death if caught, dug tunnels, constructed
hot air balloons and built pulleys in their des-
perate attempts to escape a literal prison.

There are lessons to be drawn from this an-
niversary—lessons which must inspire our for-
eign policy today. People yearn for freedom,
they crave dignity. These things are not be-
stowed by the government and as such can-
not forever be denied by the government.
People are inspired by words. Dictators cower
when their lies are exposed. And seemingly
impenetrable regimes can find themselves on
“ash heap of history.”

——————

COMMENDING THE WINNERS OF
THE 2009 NOBEL PRIZE IN MEDI-
CINE

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, | would
like to commend the winners of the 2009
Nobel Prize in Medicine, particularly Dr. Carol
W. Greider, a professor of molecular biology
and genetics at Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine, for discovering how chro-
mosomes are protected by telomeres and the
enzyme telomerase. The research of Dr.
Greider, along with her colleagues Dr. Eliza-
beth H. Blackburn and Dr. Jack W. Szostak,
has created a greater understanding of how
chromosomes protect themselves from de-
grading when cells divide. This has unlocked
mysteries about the human aging process and
will have an enormous impact on fighting can-
cer and many other inherited diseases caused
by telomerase defects.

| applaud Dr. Greider’s outstanding achieve-
ment as it reflects many years of study and
hard work, a deep commitment to scientific in-
novation, and a desire to have a positive im-
pact on peoples’ lives. Her achievement is all
the more significant in that only 8 of the 192
individuals to receive this prize have been
women. | hope her success will inspire young
women to enter the field of science.
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Congratulations to these scientists for their
groundbreaking work in the field of medicine
and for their extraordinary contributions to hu-
mankind.

HONORING ERROTABERE RANCHES

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay special tribute to a family farming oper-
ation whose owners exemplify the spirit of for-
titude, entrepreneurship, and advocacy dem-
onstrated by so many of those who strive to
provide food and fiber to our great Nation.
Much has contributed to California’s bountiful
agriculture industry and economic well-being,
but one significant underlying factor in Califor-
nia’s agricultural success has been the pres-
ence of families such as the Errotabere family.
A diversified family farming operation in Fres-
no County, Errotabere Ranches is being hon-
ored on November 18, 2009 in Fresno, Cali-
fornia as the 2009 Baker, Peterson & Franklin
Ag Business Award recipient.

Though the Errotabere story didn’t begin in
the United States, the Errotabere family has
clearly added strength to the fabric of this
great Nation since coming to America. Jean
Errotabere was born in a French-Basque vil-
lage in France called Aldudez just two miles
from the Spanish-French border. He came to
Riverdale, California in the late 1940s to work
with his brother on their ranch which was
started in the late 1920s. Georgianne, a native
of Vancouver, Canada, also came to the Cen-
tral Valley of California to look for work. While
waitressing at the Santa Fe Basque Res-
taurant in downtown Fresno, now known as
the Sheppard’s Inn, she met Jean Errotabere
and their life together began.

Over the next 3 decades, their family and
their business continued to grow and at the
time of Jean’s death, in 1979, their sons Dan,
Jean and Remi, took over the ranch oper-
ations. Together with their wives Susan, Col-
leen, and Maureen the Errotaberes have de-
veloped a diversified family farming operation
that now spans over 5,500 acres throughout
western Fresno County. Among the crops the
operation grows are almonds, pistachios, proc-
essing tomatoes, garlic, pima cotton, alfalfa,
wheat, safflower, Romaine lettuce, processing
onions, seed lettuce, cantaloupes and hon-
eydew melons.

Errotabere Ranches has been actively in-
volved in Agricultural Organizations, Riverdale
schools, the Jordan College of Agriculture
Sciences and Technology at California State
University, Fresno and the Fresno County
Farm Bureau. Errotabere Ranches President
Dan Errotabere has been recognized and
praised as a crusader for agricultural water
issues, including his role in negotiating the his-
torical treaty between Westlands Water District
and the Friant Water Users Authority in 2004.

“This great Valley that we have is certainly
the envy of the world,” Errotabere was re-
cently quoted as saying. “It's a promising story
for California that agriculture can do as much
as it can.”

It is a pleasure to honor and congratulate
the Errotabere’s “can-do” attitude and re-
peated earnest advocacy for Agriculture. The
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Errotaberes are truly deserving of this great
honor and | salute the entire family for their
accomplishments and contributions to Agri-
culture in California and the Nation.

———————

WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
FOR ROAD CRASH VICTIMS AND
THEIR FAMILIES

HON. ROBERT WEXLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in observance of the World Day of Remem-
brance for Road Crash Victims and their Fami-
lies, which was observed on Sunday, Novem-
ber 15, 2009, as well as to offer my heartfelt
condolences to all those who have lost loved
ones to road crashes.

The third Sunday in November was des-
ignated as World Day of Remembrance for
Road Crash Victims by the United Nations
earlier this decade, and in support of this ef-
fort, both the House of Representatives and
Senate unanimously passed concurrent reso-
lutions during the 110th Congress. This day
allows us all to reflect upon the more than 1.3
million people worldwide who die on the
world’s roads each year, as well as the more
than 50 million who are injured. An estimated
44,000 of those deaths occur in the United
States, and the global death and injury toll is
rising precipitously. At the current rate of
growth, road crashes will be the fifth leading
cause of death by the year 2030, rivaling the
top global health epidemics.

Road crashes do not discriminate; they
know no bounds of age, class, gender, race,
nationality, or geography. Globally, more than
40 percent of all road traffic deaths occur
among individuals under 25 years old, and
crashes are the leading cause of death for
children and young adults aged 10-25 years
old. Over the next decade, this is estimated to
become the leading cause of death for chil-
dren 5 and older worldwide.

In some African countries, up to half of all
hospital surgical beds are occupied by road
crash victims, while in others the fatalities rank
second only to HIV/AIDS. Here in the U.S.,
road crashes are the leading cause of death
for Hispanics under 34 years of age. The
human cost of this problem is unfathomable:
1.3 million deaths per year is the equivalent of
10 jumbo jets crashing each day.

Road crashes also come at a great cost to
the global economy. It is estimated that road
crashes cost $518 billion globally each year.
In developing countries, road crashes have a
dramatic impact on their fragile economies,
costing an estimated $100 billion, often ex-
ceeding the total amount received by these
countries in development assistance. Further-
more, road crashes affect first responder
services, health care services, and health
insurance services, as many victims require
extensive, and expensive, critical care, as well
as follow-up care and rehabilitation. In coun-
tries where a primary bread winner is killed or
injured, or must care for the injured, this can
destroy livelihoods and devastate commu-
nities.

Road crashes are predictable and can be
prevented, however, and America is playing a
critical, active role domestically and inter-
nationally to address this epidemic. Earlier this
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