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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF
MS. ANTHONETTE PENA

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor an outstanding educator
and devoted mentor, Ms. Anthonette Pena.
Anthonette teaches eighth grade science at
Howell L. Watkins Middle School in Palm
Beach Gardens, FL and is indeed among Flor-
ida’s best and brightest. A standout among
her colleagues with a passion for teaching and
shaping educational policy, Anthonette has
earmned an esteemed Albert Einstein Distin-
guished Educator Fellowship for a second
year in a row.

l.welcome Anthonette to Washington and
am certain that her time at the office of the Di-
vision of Research on Learning in Formal and
Informal Settings at the National Science
Foundation (NSF) will be an enriching learning
experience for all involved. Anthonette hopes
to use this fellowship year to raise awareness
about the importance of community organiza-
tions and government in motivating students to
excel in science and mathematics. | laud her
commitment to creating more scholarships for
students of under-served populations so they,
too, may benefit from science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics (STEM) opportuni-
ties.

I. her home state of Florida, Anthonette is
very active in her local community. In addition
to securing several grants for science related
programs, she also dedicates her time as a
mentor for beginning teachers. Anthonette be-
lieves that employing cross-curricular lessons
is key to developing well-rounded, critical
thinkers. When she organized her school’'s
first Girl Scout troop, she not only incorporated
STEM activities, but brought learning opportu-
nities from inside the classroom into the com-
munity.

Anthonette has worked hard to earn this dis-
tinction, and exemplifies the possibilities that a
good education offers. She earned her B.A. in
Liberal Studies at California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo and her M.S. in
Education at Nova Southeastern University.
Recognizing the importance of a well-balanced
education in today’s ever-shrinking world,
Anthonette also studied abroad at The Univer-
sity of Valladolid in Spain, while also partici-
pating in the Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund
Teacher program and the Toyota International
Teacher Program in Costa Rica.

Madam Speaker, | truly appreciate the work
that Anthonette Pena and Florida’s teachers
do every single day in preparing our nation’s
leaders of tomorrow. She has long dem-
onstrated excellence and dedication to teach-
ing worthy of the Albert Einstein Distinguished
Educator Fellowship, and | congratulate her
double on this achievement.
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IN HONOR OF JOHN TIMOTHY
“JACK” MULHALL, SR.

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of John Timothy “Jack”
Mulhall, Sr., for his lifelong dedication to the
service of others, and especially for his com-
mitment to helping tens of thousands of peo-
ple build lives based on a platform of hope,
strength and sobriety.

Mr. Mulhall grew up in Cleveland and grad-
uated from Holy Name High School. He joined
the Army, and in July, 1944 at a USO dance
in Natchez, Mississippi, he met the love of his
life, Estelle Jones. They married three months
later on October 28th, 1944 at St. Mary Basil-
ica Church in Natchez. He was later deployed
overseas, surviving battles in both Germany
and France, and suffering severe frostbite
while there. Before his honorable discharge in
1946, he achieved the rank of Master Ser-
geant and was awarded several commenda-
tions, including the Presidential Citation, the
Good Conduct Medal, and the Overseas Serv-
ice Medal. He returned to Cleveland and
began building a new life with his wife. He
played semi-professional baseball during his
twenties, worked at Republic Steel and Stand-
ard Oil, then General Tire and Rubber. To-
gether, he and Estelle raised eleven children.
Married for nearly 65 years, the joy of their
lives are their eleven grown children, 31
grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren.

Mr. Mulhall discovered what would become
his life’s work in 1972, when he began reach-
ing out to help individuals, young and old,
break free from the pain of alcohol and chem-
ical addiction. For nearly forty years, he has
remained steadfast in his focus. From 1972 to
1991, Mr. Mulhall served as the director of
Stella Maris Detox Hospital. He later co-found-
ed the Freedom House, Inc., a sober living fa-
cility—established to fill the critical need to
provide a sober environment and treatment for
any individual, regardless of their ability to
pay. He left Freedom House in 1998 to co-es-
tablish the Ed Keating Center, Inc., an organi-
zation with the same mission and the dedica-
tion to providing service as Freedom House.
The Ed Keating Center relied entirely on pri-
vate donations from individuals and corpora-
tions, receiving no public assistance. The Cen-
ter continues to serve the Cleveland commu-
nity restoring lives, re-connecting families, and
giving people, especially those without health
insurance or those unable to afford treatment,
the tools to live sober, healthy, happy and pro-
ductive lives. Over the years, Mr. Mulhall posi-
tively impacted the lives of more than 60,000
women and men.

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please
join me in honor of John Timothy “Jack”
Mulhall Sr., for his efforts, vision and work cre-
ating havens of strength, comfort, hope and
healing. Because of Mr. Mulhall’'s compassion
and unwavering focus, institutions like the Ed
Keating Center exist as a lifeline, providing
vulnerable citizens the treatment they need to
end the devastating cycle of addiction. These
people become free to live happy, productive,
drug and alcohol free lives, which in turn up-
lifts and strengthens our entire community.
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A TRIBUTE TO DEACON WILLIE
JAMES

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Deacon Willie James, an ex-
traordinary community organizer who will be
missed by Brooklyn.

Deacon Willie James a native New Yorker,
was born in Harlem Hospital on April 28th,
1936. When he was 18 years old he entered
the Air Force and served 4 years doing a stint
in Maine and Morocco. Of his many accom-
plishments, he was a very proud member of
the 80th Supply Squadron and received the
Good Conduct Medal for his demonstration of
honor, efficiency and fidelity.

Willie had a true love of music and was an
accomplished Baritone. While in the service,
he and a few other airmen formed a doo-wop
vocal group that covered songs by the Platters
as well as other groups. Willie would often say
that the group was so good that the people in
Morocco actually thought they were the real
Platters!

Later in life he would return to Harlem find-
ing work as a shipping clerk. What Willie con-
sidered the highest point in his life, was when
he met and married his late wife of 41 years,
Rosabelle Moyd. It would prove to be a
blessed union of love. Shortly after marriage,
he joined the New York City Police Depart-
ment and then in 1967 began his career with
the Transport Workers Union (TWU) Local 100
under the Manhattan and Bronx Surface Tran-
sit Operating Authority (MABSTOA). He start-
ed with a metal-plating company where he
was assigned to a unit with workers who were
perceived by some to be derelict workers
beset by alcohol and laziness.

Never one to look down upon anyone, but
seeing the opportunity to help others; he dis-
covered his masterful skill of organizing work-
ers. He told workers if they worked with him
he would make a case to management to get
them higher wages. After a series of meetings
and negotiations with the bosses, he won
raises for the workers and developed a pro-
motional ladder for himself.

He rose through the ranks of TWU Local
100 and held a series of positions; MABSTOA
DIVISION Il Bus Operator, Division Il Record-
ing Secretary, Vice Chairman, Chairman at
Amsterdam Garage, Executive Board as Di-
rector of Education and Training and Financial
Secretary Treasurer. As he continued climbing
the ladder of TWU he recalled how he con-
tinuously endured blatant racism; but in Feb-
ruary 1996 he defied the odds to become the
first black President of TWU Local 100. He
was quoted as saying “The members don’t
care what color | am as long as | protect their
jobs”.

In addition to his roles with TWU Local 100
he was Vice President of New York AFL—CIO,
Vice President of the New York City Central
Labor Council and Vice President of inter-
national TWU. He also held the title of Chair-
man for one of the oldest and largest Credit
Unions in the State of New York, the Munic-
ipal Credit Union. Willie would further his ac-
complishments by attaining the post of Execu-
tive Board Member of the New York Branch of
the NAACP.
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| could continue to list all of Deacon Willie
James’ accomplishments, because they go on
and on. | will just say that the world will truly
miss this deeply involved civic community or-
ganizer. | am happy that | had the opportunity
to work with him on many special projects and
to live during his lifetime.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Deacon Willie James.

REVITALIZING THOMSON, ILLINOIS
HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in strong opposition to the Administra-
tion’s plan to link economic development in
the district that | have the honor to represent
to the transfer of dangerous terrorists from
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

The hardworking people of northern lllinois
have waited too long for the promise of eco-
nomic stimulus and are looking for good pay-
ing employment opportunities. It is absolutely
unnecessary to condition job creation with the
wholesale importation of over 200 battle-hard-
ened terrorists that could dampen long-term
economic growth in that region.

Today, | am introducing legislation to au-
thorize the federal government to purchase
the maximum security correctional facility lo-
cated in Thomson, lllinois for the purpose of
alleviating an already overcrowded federal
penal system while prohibiting the transfer of
terrorist detainees from Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. If passed, my legislation would bring
good jobs to northern lllinois while keeping our
communities safe. Thomson and the sur-
rounding rural areas of Carroll County suffer
from chronic high unemployment and popu-
lation loss. Currently, Carroll County has an
unemployment rate of 10.5 percent. Thomson
has an unemployment rate of 11.8 percent
and has unfortunately experienced a negative
population growth rate of 4.5 percent since
2000. Fulfiling the promise of the Thomas
Correctional Center will bring eagerly antici-
pated economic activity to the region.

For years, | have been encouraging the
State of lllinois to utilize this prison after so
much was invested to build the facility. Unfor-
tunately, my requests went unheeded. Now,
we have a unique opportunity to help both the
federal government with its need to reduce
prison overcapacity and the local community
with its need for economic development.

The Federal Bureau of Prisons estimates
that purchasing the facility near Thomson will
cost approximately $120 million. My legislation
provides sufficient flexibility in funding to pur-
chase and transfer federal prisoners to this fa-
cility. However, the legislation specifically pro-
hibits the federal government from housing
any terrorist detainees currently at Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, at this site or any other fed-
eral, state, or local facility in Illinois.

Madam Speaker, the good people of Thom-
son and the rest of lllinois’ 16th Congressional
District have waited too long for this govern-
ment to fulfill its promise to “save or create”
jobs. Given the overcrowding in America’s
prison system, let's use the Thomson correc-
tional facility to house non-terrorist prisoners
and create the jobs so vital for our families.
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Now is the time to stop linking job creation to
the transfer of terrorist detainees and work to-
wards a sensible compromise on this issue. |
urge my colleagues to support this bill.

RECOGNIZING MAJOR NANCY J.
JOHNSON—SCOTTSDALE HEALTH-
CARE’S “SALUTE TO MILITARY”
HONOREE

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize an outstanding member of
the Armed Forces from my home state of Ari-
zona. Each month, Scottsdale Healthcare hon-
ors military personnel who perform exception-
ally in the medical field in defense of our
country. Scottsdale Healthcare has recognized
Major Nancy J. Johnson for the month of No-
vember.

| commend Scottsdale Healthcare for paying
tribute to Major Johnson for her life-saving ex-
pertise and honorable service to our country.

Major Johnson distinguished herself through
her outstanding performance as a Chief Nurse
in Qatar. She led her team and provided supe-
rior medical support to more than 8,000 de-
ployed military members. Her clinical expertise
and management skills guaranteed expedi-
tious transport of critically wounded soldiers to
higher levels of care that saved lives, limbs
and eyesight.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing this courageous Air Force Nurse Corps
leader for serving our country and protecting
the lives of her fellow service men and women
in combat.

JOHN L. RAY
HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor John L. Ray, in celebration of the 100
years since the Charleston Public Library
opened in 1909.

John V. Ray Sr., a library patron, held the
position as president of the library board for
more than 30 years, where he helped write
the Kanawha County Public Library Act that
would see its way through the West Virginia
Legislature. This guaranteed that libraries
would be granted a share of the property
taxes which came to the Kanawha County
Board of Education, the Kanawha County
Commission and the city of Charleston. It was
a key piece of legislation that kept a stream of
funding for libraries.

His son, John L. Ray followed in family tra-
dition when he took over as Kanawha County
Public Library board president in 1988. An
avid library supporter himself, John had a vi-
sion for the county and what purpose libraries
would serve. His plan brought new buildings to
Cross Lanes, Sissonville, a combined public/
school library at Riverside High, and a de-
signed replacement for the downtown Charles-
ton library.

An institution that serves all people, libraries
remain a beacon for communities because of
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the more than twenty years John has spent as
board president. He led the rapid development
as card catalogs were replaced by electronic
catalogs. He came up with a long-range plan
that would bring new buildings to the county to
ensure that libraries could continue to serve
their public function.

It is an honor to recognize John L. Ray.
With his hard work and leadership, we are
able to celebrate 100 years since the opening
of the Charleston Public Library. It says great
things about West Virginia to have people like
you represent our great state.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. AARON SCHOCK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with the Republican adopted standards
on earmarks, | submit the below detailed ex-
planation of the Peoria Riverfront Develop-
ment, Peoria, lllinois.

Bill Number: H.R. 3183—Energy and Water
Development and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2010

Provisions/Account: U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers—Investigations

Name and Address of Requesting Entity:
The entity to receive funding for this project is
the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers located at Clock Tower
Building, P.O. Box 2004, Rock Island, IL
61204.

Description of Request: The funding would
be used to enhance aquatic habitat in the Pe-
oria Lake.

CONGRATULATING “THE WAVE”

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Mr. WEINER. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the extraordinary work of the journal-
ists, editors, and staff of the Wave, a neigh-
borhood newspaper in Rockaway, Queens
that was recently named “The Best Neighbor-
hood Paper” in New York City by New York’s
Village Voice.

The Wave has been serving the many com-
munities of the Rockaway peninsula for 116
years. Each Friday, residents read this vener-
able publication not only to stay informed
about the peninsula, but also to make sure
their voices are heard and not forgotten by
City Hall, Albany, and our nation’s capital.

The Wave’s managing editor Howard
Schwach, and all its reporters have been in-
strumental in turning this local weekly into the
most widely read newspaper in Rockaway.
Through their work these journalists remind us
all of the essential role that the neighborhood
press play in telling the stories often missed in
the commotion of cable television and the
twenty-four hour news cycle.

This outstanding newspaper has covered
everything from shootings and burglaries to
the mystery surrounding the abrupt shuttering
of a long-time Catholic high school. Further-
more, it provides a crucial forum for residents
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