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travels and in pro forma statements. But, as 
the president’s coming visit to China will 
again show, dissident political movements 
have not been incorporated into his strategy 
for changing the world. The president be-
lieves so strongly in his powers of persuasion 
that the transformative work once done by 
Lech Walesa, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, 
Corazon Aquino, Wei Jingsheng and others 
now falls largely on his shoulders. Camp-
bell’s meeting with Suu Kyi provided a use-
ful corrective, for one country at least, to 
this tendency. 

George W. Bush proved that it is possible 
to overdo support for dissident movements 
and the vilification of their tormentors, just 
as his father demonstrated that it can be un-
derdone (see Bush 41’s effort to keep the So-
viet Union and Yugoslavia from disinte-
grating). The Bush 43 administration, in 
fact, bears some of the responsibility for the 
eclipse of the dissident in the public mind. 
The focus of many journalists’ and political 
activists has recently been on U.S. human 
rights abuses rather than those of much 
more brutal foreign regimes. 

So Obama’s decision to reach out and en-
courage hostile regimes to relax their grip 
internally made initial tactical sense, espe-
cially in Iran. The administration deserves 
some credit for the current political fluidity 
there. Removing the United States as a 
heavy-handed, threatening enemy helped ex-
pose President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s 
manifest failures of governance and helped 
meaningful dissent to surface and spread. 

But the extended-hand tactic may have 
run its course there. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, the country’s highest authority, 
used inflammatory language to denounce 
Obama and the U.S.-originated proposal on 
uranium reprocessing given to Iran on Oct. 1 
in Geneva. Even though U.S. officials 
claimed at the time that Iran had ‘‘accept-
ed’’ the proposal—which effectively drops the 
long-standing U.S. demand for Iran to sus-
pend its enrichment of uranium as a condi-
tion for negotiations—Khamenei said that 
its terms were unacceptable. 

Meanwhile, protesters were voicing con-
cern that Obama’s single-minded pursuit of a 
nuclear deal is conveying legitimacy to 
Khamenei and Ahmadinejad—at the dis-
sidents’ expense. They did not seem to have 
been impressed by the general words of sup-
port contained in a message issued by Obama 
to mark not this political uprising but the 
30th anniversary of the seizure of the U.S. 
Embassy in Tehran, an event celebrated in 
Iran but not here. 

Syria also served notice that its priorities 
have not been influenced by Team Obama’s 
repeated blandishments for better relations. 
Israel intercepted a major clandestine Ira-
nian arms shipment destined for Syria and 
the Hezbollah guerrillas it supports in Leb-
anon. And As-Safir, a Syrian-controlled 
newspaper in Beirut, launched a vitriolic, 
sexist attack on Michele Sison, the able U.S. 
ambassador to Lebanon, that concluded by 
calling on its readers to ‘‘silence this chat-
terbox’’—an ominous statement in a country 
where U.S. and European diplomats have 
been murdered. 

Friendly, principled engagement is a useful 
tool—up to a point. It is probably worth ex-
ploring in Burma with new steps. But there 
also has to be a workable Plan B—something 
Obama will now have to demonstrate that he 
has developed for Iran and Syria. 
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Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special tribute to a man whose life and 
pursuits exemplify the spirit of fortitude, entre-
preneurship, virtues of family and citizenship 
demonstrated by so many of those who strive 
to provide food and fiber to the citizens of this 
great nation. Many things have contributed to 
California’s bountiful agriculture industry and 
economic well-being, but one significant un-
derlying factor in California’s agricultural suc-
cess has been the presence of agricultural 
leaders such as Fernando C. Machado. A vet-
eran farmer and former dairyman, Mr. Fred 
Machado is being honored on November 18, 
2009 in Fresno, California as the 2009 Agri-
culturist of the Year by the Greater Fresno 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Fred Machado, born an American citizen on 
the Azores Island of Portugal in 1932, moved 
back to the United States with his family in 
1949. After a four-year tour in the United 
States Navy during the Korean War, Mr. 
Machado returned to California in 1955 where 
he began to farm twenty-six acres of rented 
land near Easton. To make ends meet, he 
also worked on dairies, at cotton gins and at 
various other odd jobs. Today, Fred continues 
to farm, but on his own 800 acres of almonds, 
grapes, orchards and feed crops. 

Fred and his family have always been in-
volved in the San Joaquin Valley agricultural 
industry in a variety of capacities over the 
years. He was quoted recently as saying, ‘‘I 
will always be in farming as long as I can, I 
cannot get away from the dirt.’’ Machado con-
tinued, ‘‘It’s been great for us. We’ve made a 
good living, we’ve raised our family there . . . 
We’re just real happy to be involved in agri-
culture.’’ 

A past president of the Fresno County Farm 
Bureau, Mr. Machado has also served on the 
board of directors of the National Milk Pro-
ducers Federation, Challenge Dairy and Dan-
ish Creamery and several other agriculture 
committees in the Valley. He has extensive 
community service in organizations such as 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #84, Knights of 
Columbus #153 of Easton, Fraternal Order of 
Eagles Fresno Aerie #39, and the Portuguese 
Fraternal Organizations—I.D.E.S.S., S.E.S, 
and U.P.E.C. 

Fred Machado has also been the recipient 
of a number of other awards, among which 
are Fresno County Farm Bureau’s Distin-
guished Service Award, the California Farm 
Bureau’s Distinguished Service Award, and 
California State University Fresno, Ag One 
Community Salute Award. The award Mr. 
Machado is receiving this November 18th is 
indeed a high honor in Fresno County. Fred is 
truly deserving of this award. It is especially 
fitting to congratulate and salute Mr. Fred 
Machado for his outstanding service to agri-
culture, the people of California and our na-
tion. 
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Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to bring to my colleagues’ attention the 
achievements of Leonid Nevzlin, a person who 
deserves recognition as a champion of the hu-
manities in Russia, a civic leader in his adopt-
ed homeland Israel, and a philanthropist 
across three continents. I am proud to pay 
tribute to this extraordinary man, who has 
dedicated his life and his resources to sup-
porting important social efforts and has pro-
vided leadership to the Jewish Diaspora 
around the world. His generous support for 
numerous organizations has made him an ex-
ample to his countrymen for taking a social 
stand and making giving and sharing a way of 
life. 

Mr. Nevzlin has been instrumental in intro-
ducing democratic reforms and social respon-
sibility to the former Soviet Union. He was di-
rectly involved in a number of projects to sup-
port Russian President Boris Yeltsin in an ef-
fort to boost civil society and democratic free-
doms during the Russian Federation’s transi-
tion from communism. In June 2003, after 
helping to establish several foundations arid 
pro-democracy organizations, Mr. Nevzlin was 
elected President of the Russian National Hu-
manities University. This university, which was 
created to foster the country’s new liberal- 
minded elite, has received an unprecedented 
$10 million in financial support. In the autumn 
of 2003, Mr. Nevzlin was forced to leave Rus-
sia, at which time he become a citizen of 
Israel and began to expand his efforts on be-
half of the Jewish people. 

Mr. Nevzlin’s private manner belies the fact 
that he is one of the most important inter-
national Jewish leaders today. His continuous 
efforts to give a contemporary meaning to the 
concept of ‘‘Jewish peoplehood’’—primarily 
through his deep involvement in the Museum 
of Jewish Diaspora in Tel Aviv—has re-ener-
gized Jewish communities and organizations 
around the world. Mr. Nevzlin is also one of 
the largest and earliest supporters of the Tom 
Lantos Foundation for Human Rights, estab-
lished to honor our distinguished colleague’s 
memory and to carry on his work for human 
rights around the world. In recognition of his 
activism and leadership, Mr. Nevzlin was re-
cently named this year’s chairperson of the 
General Assembly of the United Jewish Com-
munities, the largest gathering of the Jewish 
community, which will take place in Wash-
ington, DC in the fall. 

It is for all these reasons, Madam Speaker, 
that I believe it is fitting that we recognize Leo-
nid Nevzlin’s commitment to advancing the 
cause of civil society and human rights and 
his leadership and generous support of organi-
zations dedicated to serving the needs of oth-
ers. 
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MENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
MS. ANTHONETTE PEÑA 
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor an outstanding educator 
and devoted mentor, Ms. Anthonette Peña. 
Anthonette teaches eighth grade science at 
Howell L. Watkins Middle School in Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL and is indeed among Flor-
ida’s best and brightest. A standout among 
her colleagues with a passion for teaching and 
shaping educational policy, Anthonette has 
earned an esteemed Albert Einstein Distin-
guished Educator Fellowship for a second 
year in a row. 

I.welcome Anthonette to Washington and 
am certain that her time at the office of the Di-
vision of Research on Learning in Formal and 
Informal Settings at the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) will be an enriching learning 
experience for all involved. Anthonette hopes 
to use this fellowship year to raise awareness 
about the importance of community organiza-
tions and government in motivating students to 
excel in science and mathematics. I laud her 
commitment to creating more scholarships for 
students of under-served populations so they, 
too, may benefit from science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics (STEM) opportuni-
ties. 

I. her home state of Florida, Anthonette is 
very active in her local community. In addition 
to securing several grants for science related 
programs, she also dedicates her time as a 
mentor for beginning teachers. Anthonette be-
lieves that employing cross-curricular lessons 
is key to developing well-rounded, critical 
thinkers. When she organized her school’s 
first Girl Scout troop, she not only incorporated 
STEM activities, but brought learning opportu-
nities from inside the classroom into the com-
munity. 

Anthonette has worked hard to earn this dis-
tinction, and exemplifies the possibilities that a 
good education offers. She earned her B.A. in 
Liberal Studies at California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo and her M.S. in 
Education at Nova Southeastern University. 
Recognizing the importance of a well-balanced 
education in today’s ever-shrinking world, 
Anthonette also studied abroad at The Univer-
sity of Valladolid in Spain, while also partici-
pating in the Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund 
Teacher program and the Toyota International 
Teacher Program in Costa Rica. 

Madam Speaker, I truly appreciate the work 
that Anthonette Peña and Florida’s teachers 
do every single day in preparing our nation’s 
leaders of tomorrow. She has long dem-
onstrated excellence and dedication to teach-
ing worthy of the Albert Einstein Distinguished 
Educator Fellowship, and I congratulate her 
double on this achievement. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of John Timothy ‘‘Jack’’ 
Mulhall, Sr., for his lifelong dedication to the 
service of others, and especially for his com-
mitment to helping tens of thousands of peo-
ple build lives based on a platform of hope, 
strength and sobriety. 

Mr. Mulhall grew up in Cleveland and grad-
uated from Holy Name High School. He joined 
the Army, and in July, 1944 at a USO dance 
in Natchez, Mississippi, he met the love of his 
life, Estelle Jones. They married three months 
later on October 28th, 1944 at St. Mary Basil-
ica Church in Natchez. He was later deployed 
overseas, surviving battles in both Germany 
and France, and suffering severe frostbite 
while there. Before his honorable discharge in 
1946, he achieved the rank of Master Ser-
geant and was awarded several commenda-
tions, including the Presidential Citation, the 
Good Conduct Medal, and the Overseas Serv-
ice Medal. He returned to Cleveland and 
began building a new life with his wife. He 
played semi-professional baseball during his 
twenties, worked at Republic Steel and Stand-
ard Oil, then General Tire and Rubber. To-
gether, he and Estelle raised eleven children. 
Married for nearly 65 years, the joy of their 
lives are their eleven grown children, 31 
grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Mulhall discovered what would become 
his life’s work in 1972, when he began reach-
ing out to help individuals, young and old, 
break free from the pain of alcohol and chem-
ical addiction. For nearly forty years, he has 
remained steadfast in his focus. From 1972 to 
1991, Mr. Mulhall served as the director of 
Stella Maris Detox Hospital. He later co-found-
ed the Freedom House, Inc., a sober living fa-
cility—established to fill the critical need to 
provide a sober environment and treatment for 
any individual, regardless of their ability to 
pay. He left Freedom House in 1998 to co-es-
tablish the Ed Keating Center, Inc., an organi-
zation with the same mission and the dedica-
tion to providing service as Freedom House. 
The Ed Keating Center relied entirely on pri-
vate donations from individuals and corpora-
tions, receiving no public assistance. The Cen-
ter continues to serve the Cleveland commu-
nity restoring lives, re-connecting families, and 
giving people, especially those without health 
insurance or those unable to afford treatment, 
the tools to live sober, healthy, happy and pro-
ductive lives. Over the years, Mr. Mulhall posi-
tively impacted the lives of more than 60,000 
women and men. 

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please 
join me in honor of John Timothy ‘‘Jack’’ 
Mulhall Sr., for his efforts, vision and work cre-
ating havens of strength, comfort, hope and 
healing. Because of Mr. Mulhall’s compassion 
and unwavering focus, institutions like the Ed 
Keating Center exist as a lifeline, providing 
vulnerable citizens the treatment they need to 
end the devastating cycle of addiction. These 
people become free to live happy, productive, 
drug and alcohol free lives, which in turn up-
lifts and strengthens our entire community. 

A TRIBUTE TO DEACON WILLIE 
JAMES 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Deacon Willie James, an ex-
traordinary community organizer who will be 
missed by Brooklyn. 

Deacon Willie James a native New Yorker, 
was born in Harlem Hospital on April 28th, 
1936. When he was 18 years old he entered 
the Air Force and served 4 years doing a stint 
in Maine and Morocco. Of his many accom-
plishments, he was a very proud member of 
the 80th Supply Squadron and received the 
Good Conduct Medal for his demonstration of 
honor, efficiency and fidelity. 

Willie had a true love of music and was an 
accomplished Baritone. While in the service, 
he and a few other airmen formed a doo-wop 
vocal group that covered songs by the Platters 
as well as other groups. Willie would often say 
that the group was so good that the people in 
Morocco actually thought they were the real 
Platters! 

Later in life he would return to Harlem find-
ing work as a shipping clerk. What Willie con-
sidered the highest point in his life, was when 
he met and married his late wife of 41 years, 
Rosabelle Moyd. It would prove to be a 
blessed union of love. Shortly after marriage, 
he joined the New York City Police Depart-
ment and then in 1967 began his career with 
the Transport Workers Union (TWU) Local 100 
under the Manhattan and Bronx Surface Tran-
sit Operating Authority (MABSTOA). He start-
ed with a metal-plating company where he 
was assigned to a unit with workers who were 
perceived by some to be derelict workers 
beset by alcohol and laziness. 

Never one to look down upon anyone, but 
seeing the opportunity to help others; he dis-
covered his masterful skill of organizing work-
ers. He told workers if they worked with him 
he would make a case to management to get 
them higher wages. After a series of meetings 
and negotiations with the bosses, he won 
raises for the workers and developed a pro-
motional ladder for himself. 

He rose through the ranks of TWU Local 
100 and held a series of positions; MABSTOA 
DIVISION II Bus Operator, Division II Record-
ing Secretary, Vice Chairman, Chairman at 
Amsterdam Garage, Executive Board as Di-
rector of Education and Training and Financial 
Secretary Treasurer. As he continued climbing 
the ladder of TWU he recalled how he con-
tinuously endured blatant racism; but in Feb-
ruary 1996 he defied the odds to become the 
first black President of TWU Local 100. He 
was quoted as saying ‘‘The members don’t 
care what color I am as long as I protect their 
jobs’’. 

In addition to his roles with TWU Local 100 
he was Vice President of New York AFL–CIO, 
Vice President of the New York City Central 
Labor Council and Vice President of inter-
national TWU. He also held the title of Chair-
man for one of the oldest and largest Credit 
Unions in the State of New York, the Munic-
ipal Credit Union. Willie would further his ac-
complishments by attaining the post of Execu-
tive Board Member of the New York Branch of 
the NAACP. 
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