E2752

the West Bank and between the OPT and the
outside world—in accordance with inter-
national human rights standards and inter-
national commitments entered into by Israel
and the representatives of the Palestinian
people. The Mission further recommends
that Israel forthwith lifts travel bans cur-
rently placed on Palestinians by reason of
their human rights or political activities.

The Mission recommends that Israel re-
lease Palestinians who are detained in
Israeli prisons in connection with the occu-
pation. The release of children should be an
utmost priority. The Mission further rec-
ommends that Israel cease the discrimina-
tory treatment of Palestinian detainees.
Family visits for prisoners from Gaza should
resume.

Israel should forthwith cease interference
with national political processes in the OPT,
and as a first step release all members of the
Palestinian Legislative Council currently in
detention and allow all members of the PLC
to move between Gaza and the West Bank so
that the Council may resume functioning.

The Government of Israel should cease ac-
tions aimed at limiting the expression of
criticism by civil society and members of the
public concerning Israel’s policies and con-
duct during the military operations in the
Gaza Strip. The Mission also recommends
that Israel set up an independent inquiry to
assess whether the treatment by Israeli judi-
cial authorities of Palestinian and Jewish
Israelis expressing dissent in connection
with the offensive was discriminatory, both
in terms of charges and detention pending
trial. The results of the inquiry should be
made public and, subject to the findings, ap-
propriate remedial action should be taken.

The Government of Israel should refrain
from any action of reprisal against Pales-
tinian and Israeli individuals and organiza-
tions that have cooperated with the UN Fact
Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict, in par-
ticular individuals who have appeared at the
Public Hearings held by the Mission in Gaza
and Geneva and expressed criticism of ac-
tions by the State of Israel.

The Mission recommends that Israel reit-
erates its commitment to respect the invio-
lability of UN premises and personnel and
that it undertakes all appropriate measures
to ensure that there is no repetition of viola-
tions in the future (ref Convention on Privi-
leges and Immunities of the UN). It further
recommends that reparation to the United
Nations be provided fully and without fur-
ther delay by the State of Israel, and that
the General Assembly consider this matter.
1770. To Palestinian armed groups

The Mission recommends that Palestinian
armed groups undertake forthwith to respect
international humanitarian law, in par-
ticular by renouncing attacks on Israeli ci-
vilians and civilian objects, and take all fea-
sible precautionary measures to avoid harm
to Palestinian civilians during hostilities.

The Mission recommends that Palestinian
armed groups who hold Israeli soldier Gilad
Shalit in detention release him on humani-
tarian grounds. Pending such release they
should recognize his status as prisoner of
war, treat him as such, and allow him ICRC
visits.

1771. To responsible Palestinian authorities

The Mission recommends that the Pales-
tinian Authority issue clear instructions to
security forces under its command to abide
by human rights norms as enshrined in the
Palestinian Basic Law and international in-
struments; ensure prompt and independent
investigation of all allegations of serious
human rights violations by security forces
under its control; and end resort to military
justice to deal with cases involving civilians.

The Mission recommends that the Pales-
tinian Authority and the Gaza authorities
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release without delay all political detainees
currently in their power and refrain from
further arrests on political grounds and in
violation of international human rights law.

The Mission recommends that the Pales-
tinian Authority and the Gaza authorities
continue to enable the free and independent
operation of Palestinian non-governmental
organizations, including human rights orga-
nizations, and of the Independent Commis-
sion on Human Rights.

———

HONORING JP PRITCHARD AND
LANA HUGHES

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor two great southeast Tex-
ans. Every weekday morning for more than a
quarter century, Texans have started their
mornings off by tuning into JP Pritchard &
Lana Hughes for the latest news. These two
consummate radio professionals have been
there for us through Hurricanes Alicia, Rita
and lke and Tropical Storm Allison, the most
destructive tropical storm in U.S. History.
They've kept Houston in the know through
good economic times and bad—winning more
national, state, and local awards than they
have time to count or shelf space to display.

Lana Hughes, a native southeast Texan, is
a graduate of Conroe High School in the
Eighth Congressional District and Baylor Uni-
versity. She got her start in journalism working
for the Conroe Courier and KIKR Radio before
joining KTRH in the early 1980s. An avid fan
of the NASA Human Space Flight Program,
Lana can cite stats on every mission, but her
greatest passion is saving animals. Her blog,
Animal House, has placed numerous pets into
loving homes and informed all of southeast
Texas about the problems of abused, ne-
glected, and abandoned animals. If Lana is
not in the newsroom, she can found volun-
teering at a local animal shelter or getting one
of her many friends to fall in love with a new
four-legged family member.

JP Pritchard got to Texas as fast as he
could and once here he stayed. A graduate of
Drake University and the broadcasting school
of hard knocks, JP and his lovely bride, Es-
ther, have three sons and two grandsons who
are the apple of their grandfather's eye. His
first job in southeast Texas was as reporter/
anchor and news director of KULF Radio, now
known as KBME, The Sports Animal. From
there, he joined the KTRH team where he has
been ever since.

While he enjoys anchoring the news, JP is
also proud of his documentary work having
won top honors for his 2-hour special on the
history of Houston. JP has been used to hav-
ing his name be “JP & Lana” for more than
a quarter century.

Together, these two amazingly talented peo-
ple have become family members to millions
in southeast Texans who instinctively tune to
NewsRadio 740 AM, KTRH whenever news is
breaking.
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FLIGHT 93 NATIONAL MEMORIAL
GROUNDBREAKING

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, | was in the U.S. Capitol,
where the House Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee was meeting to markup the annual
defense spending bill. We watched on tele-
vision as the two airplanes crashed into the
World Trade Center Towers, and soon after,
evacuated the building because another plane
was headed in our direction.

As | got outside, | saw the billows of black
smoke rising in the distance from the Pen-
tagon. The plane had actually hit a section of
the Pentagon that had recently undergone sig-
nificant renovations. | had previously ear-
marked funds to accelerate the building’s ren-
ovation project, and | was told that had it not
been for those improvements, the building
would have suffered far greater damage and
more lives would have been lost.

It wasn’t until later that morning that | had
learned of another plane crashing into the
quiet fields of Somerset County within my con-
gressional district. There was little known
about that flight, so the following morning,
September 12th, | drove back to Pennsylvania
and to Stonycreek Township.

Looking out across this field, | saw no sign
that an airplane had crashed here. There were
no burning buildings or piles of rubble like we
saw pictured in New York and at the Pen-
tagon. All that remained in this field was smol-
dering earth and a charred tree line.

| was quoted as saying, “Somebody here
was a hero, a passenger . . . or the pilot who
would not fly on. There must have been a
struggle. Some heroic individual brought this
plane down.”

| was right about a struggle, but | was
wrong in saying ‘“some heroic individual
brought this plane down.” In fact, there were
40 heroic individuals aboard United Airlines
Flight 93 that morning. Forty ordinary citizens,
who together, decided to make an extraor-
dinary sacrifice.

In early 2002, | introduced legislation estab-
lishing a national memorial to honor the pas-
sengers and crew of Flight 93. Nearly 8 years
later, I'm honored that we are breaking ground
on a memorial that is both fitting of their sac-
rifice and contribution to our great Nation.

| want to commend and complement Sec-
retary Salazar and the National Park Service,
the Families of Flight 93, our local and state
officials, and all those involved with the plan-
ning and construction of the Flight 93 National
Memorial.

Future generations will look out across this
quiet Pennsylvania field and forever be re-
minded of the story of Flight 93 and the cour-
age and sacrifice of her passengers and crew.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on No-
vember 6, 2009, | was unavoidably detained
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and was unable to record my vote for rollcall
No. 868. Had | been present | would have
voted: rollcall No. 868: “yes”—Jack F. Kemp
Post Office Building.

———

CHEMICAL FACILITY ANTI-
TERRORISM ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 5, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2868) to amend
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to extend,
modify, and recodify the authority of the
Secretary of Homeland Security to enhance
security and protect against acts of ter-
rorism against chemical facilities, and for
other purposes:

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Chair, | rise in opposition
to H.R. 2869. | voted against the bill during
committee consideration. Unfortunately, the bill
before us today is even worse than the
version reported out of the Homeland Security
Committee.

This legislation gives the Secretary of
Homeland Security the authority to require
farms, manufacturing plants, timber compa-
nies, hospitals, and thousands of other facili-
ties across the United States to change the
way they do business. The Secretary will be
able to dictate what chemicals are used, how
they are used and how they are stored. The
bill tries to cover this government take over of
the private sector with terms like “inherently
safer technologies” and “methods to reduce
terrorists attack.”

The Federal Government could impose
mandates to adopt unproven technologies and
chemical substitutions, but lacks the technical
and personnel expertise to evaluate whether
these alternatives are effective, productive,
and safe across these sectors.

There are over 3,000 facilities in the U.S.
that would be covered under this legislation
that employ 50 or fewer people. According to
experts, mandating inherently safer tech-
nologies, IST, could cost anywhere from thou-
sands to hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Companies in my district do not have excess
funds to alter how they do business because
some bureaucrat in D.C. thinks there is a bet-
ter way to do it.

Another unprecedented measure in the bill
is the establishment of a system allowing any
person, even nonaffected persons, to file a
lawsuit against the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity if IST is not implemented. This bill might
as well be called the Homeland Security Trial
Lawyer Employment Act.

Citizen suits are not appropriate in a na-
tional security context and this would be the
first time Congress would be authorizing such
citizen suits in the national or homeland secu-
rity arena.

The Department of Homeland Security has
testified that these suits could result in the re-
lease of very sensitive security information
through the legal discovery process that would
be helpful to terrorists.

This legislation is misguided and interrupts
actions on-going at DHS to evaluate and en-
hance security at chemical facilities. | urge a
“no” vote.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. KING of New York. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand-
ards on earmarks, | am submitting the fol-
lowing information regarding earmarks | re-
ceived as part of H.R. 2996—the Department
of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Conference Report, 2010:

Requesting Member: Congressman PETER
KING

Bill Number: H.R. 2996

Account: Environmental Protection Agen-
cy—STAG

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Nassau
County

Address of Requesting Entity: 1550 Franklin
Avenue, Mineola, NY 11501

Description of Request: $300,000 will be
used to complete the technical design report
for the relocation of the Bay Park Sewer
Treatment outfall from Reynolds Channel to
the Atlantic Ocean.

————————

110TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BRONX ZOO

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 110th anniversary of
the Bronx Zoo, a milestone in the cultural his-
tory of New York City. The Bronx Zoo opened
its doors on November 8, 1899, and is the
largest metropolitan zoo in the country with
approximately 4 million visitors annually and
featuring 6,000 animals and 600 species.

The Bronx Zoo continues to win awards for
its world class exhibits and is well known for
creating naturalistic habitats. Chief among
them is the Congo Gorilla Forest which is one
of the zoo’s most popular exhibits. Spanning
more than 672 acres, the exhibit's main attrac-
tion is the western lowland gorillas, making up
the species largest breeding group in all of the
Americas. The Gorilla Forest is the largest
man made rainforest in the world. The rain for-
est simulation gives visitors the chance to ex-
perience the Congo as if they were there.
Along with the lowland gorillas, the exhibit is
home to white bearded debrazza monkeys,
okapis and red river hogs. Since the opening
of the exhibit, it has had 7 million visitors. The
exhibit fees go to help conservation efforts in
Africa which have helped 18 National Parks in
such countries as Cameroon, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, and Gabon.

From the zoo grounds, hundreds of con-
servationists work every day hand-in-hand
with more than 3,000 employees located in 65
developing countries around the world. The
zoo’s first conservation achievement was here
in the United States of America, where, by
1905, uncontrolled hunting had reduced the
great herds of bison to fewer than 1,000 ani-
mals. Theodore Roosevelt, along with William
Hornaday, the Bronx Zoo’s first director, were
founding members of the American Bison So-
ciety, ABS, an organization formed at the
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Bronx Zoo to preserve this icon of the Amer-
ican prairies. In 1907, the Bronx Zoo sent a
group of zoo-born bison to Oklahoma, South
Dakota, and Montana to help reestablish the
species throughout the plains. Along with its
broad conservation efforts, the Bronx Zoo’s
award winning exhibits and pioneering re-
search has garnered world recognition.

In the Bronx, the zoo’s impact is felt in yet
another way. In addition to being a cultural
staple and headquarters for an international
conservation organization, it is an economic
cornerstone in the Bronx. On average, the
Bronx Zoo employs more than 750 full-time
staff per year and is the largest employer of
youth in the borough, providing employment
opportunities, job skills training, and scholar-
ship opportunities for more than 700 teen-
agers each year. Two years ago, the Bronx
Zoo opened the first New York City public
school focused on wildlife conservation. At the
school, children can learn math, sciences, his-
tory, and arts by interacting with the zoo’s ani-
mals and experts.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
the Bronx Zoo on its 110th anniversary and to
applaud the institution for its efforts in leading
the world in wildlife conservation as well as
bringing joy to the millions of visitors who have
walked through its gates.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, on Novem-
ber 6, 2009, | was unable to be present for all
rolicall votes due to the tragic event at Fort
Hood on November 5, 2009. | had to travel to
Fort Hood in order to be briefed on the latest
findings in the shootings investigation, and to
determine what steps could be taken to help
comfort the wounded and the families of those
who lost their lives in the tragedy. If present,
| would have voted accordingly on the fol-
lowing rollcall votes: Roll No. 865—"nay”; roll
No. 866—"aye”; roll No. 67—"aye”; roll No.

868—"aye”; roll No. 869—"nay”; roll No.
870—"“aye”; roll No. 871—"aye”; roll No.
872—"aye”; roll No. 873—"aye”; roll No.
874—"aye”; and roll No. 875—"nay.”
——

COMMENDING THE RABUN COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR
HOSTING THE 11TH ANNUAL VET-
ERAN’S APPRECIATION DINNER

HON. PAUL C. BROUN

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
on December 23, 1776, just days before the
Continental Army won a great victory at the
Battle of Trenton, General George Washington
asked aides to read passages from Thomas
Paine’s The Crisis. That great book, which lift-
ed the spirits of the army from the darkest
depths, famously begins, “These are the times
that try men’s souls: The summer soldier and
the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink
from the service of his country; but he that
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