E2638
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RON KLEIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2009

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to submit a record of how | would
have voted on October 26, 2009. Had | voted,
| would have voted “yea” on rolicall No. 814
and “aye” on rollcall No. 815.

———

WATER POLITICS IN THE MIDDLE
EAST

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2009

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
because a water crisis threatens to destabilize
Iraq and the entire Middle East.

Iragi leaders warn that disaster areas suf-
fering from the water crisis, like Basra, provide
a breeding ground for insurgents.

Refugees fleeing the water crisis have de-
serted their homes and constitute the biggest
movement of Iraqi refugees since the Iran war
of the 1980s. The Iragi military has had to in-
tervene, and it's only a matter of time before
the water crisis becomes a security crisis that
imperils regional peace.

Just how serious is this water crisis?

The Euphrates River, which once supported
empires in the cradle of civilization, is now
barely fit for human use. In some areas it's “A
slick black ooze, fit only for scores of bathing
water buffalo.” In other areas, salinity levels
have risen so high that towns have been
evacuated, their citizens unable to drink the
fetid water.

In Basra, for example, low water levels in
the Tigris and Euphrates have brought salt
water rushing in the from the Persian Gulf.
Rising salinity levels threaten the viability of
local agriculture so much that Amer Suleiman,
Basra’s agriculture director, will soon declare
Basra a “disaster area” and warns that “if
things continue to deteriorate there is no hope
for Basra to recover.”

What can be done about Iraq’s water crisis?
What can be done to replenish the Tigris and
Euphrates?

The first solution is to reform Iraqg’s careless
water management system.

Nibras al Mamouri, a professor of water re-
sources at Baghdad’'s College of Agriculture,
says “poor irrigation techniques and a lack of
incentives to stop wasting so much water” are
partly to blame for the current shortage.

The second solution, an international solu-
tion, reminds us that a water crisis in Iraq has
consequences for the entire Middle East.

The Iragi government, rightly or wrongly,
has blamed the water crisis on its neighbors,
principally Turkey and Syria but also Iran.

To resolve the water crisis, Iraq must nego-
tiate a more equitable water sharing agree-
ment—

(1) With Turkey, which controls the head-
waters of both rivers—

(2) With Syria, through which the rivers
pass—

(8) And with Iran, which controls two other
rivers—the Karun and the Karkheh—that feed
into the Faw Peninsula and Basra.
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Turkey, Syria, and Irag, responding to the
water crisis, met earlier this month in Ankara
to discuss a solution. But little has been
achieved so far—neither Turkey nor Syria has
been particularly sympathetic to Iraq, espe-
cially since each faces its own water shortage.

The difficulty of reaching an agreement un-
derscores the unique diplomatic challenge
posed by water politics. River water cannot
belong to only one country because it flows
between many countries. This is complicated
by the fact that water flows in only one direc-
tion, and that upstream countries affect water
levels downstream, but not vice versa.

Turkey, for example, which controls the
headwaters of both the Tigris and the Euphra-
tes, can control water flows to downstream
countries, such as Syria and Iraq. Syria and
Iraq begin any water negotiation with Turkey
at an a priori disadvantage. But without great-
er Turkish cooperation, water shortages could
spell disaster for Syrian and Iragi agriculture,
and spillover effects could destabilize the re-
gion.

The planned llisu dam, to be built on the
Turkish part of the Tigris, is especially con-
troversial in Iraq, which has already accused
Turkey of choking the Euphrates with hydro-
electric dams.

Some Iraqgi leaders even suggest that water
is being used as a weapon against Iraq and
threaten war.

Tayseer al Mashadani, an Iragi member of
parliament, warns that “Iraq’s water crisis . . .
could lead us into war with one of our neigh-
bors. The new war on Iraq is a war of water.”
But, before we accept the inevitability of war,
we should reflect on words from the late Sen-
ator Simon: “Water,” he said “can be a cata-
lyst for war and can also create peace be-
tween nations.”

In the Middle East we have an extraordinary
opportunity to make cooperative water sharing
serve the cause of peace.

Our voice carries a lot of weight in the re-
gion, and we should use that weight to sup-
port a water sharing agreement between Iraq,
Turkey, Iran, and Syria.

The consequences of failure are too great.

———————

IN MEMORY OF MR. JOSEPH A.
MANENTE

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2009

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, it is
with deep sadness that | inform the House of
the death of Mr. Joseph A. Manente of Girard,
Ohio.

GIRARD—Joseph A. Manente, 74, died
Sunday, Sept. 20, 2009, at St. Elizabeth
Health Center in Youngstown.

He was born June 13, 1935, in Girard, a
son of Carmen and Gabriella Carson
Manente.

He was a veteran of the U.S. Army and a
member of St. Rose Church, Girard.

He retired from the Girard Post Office.

He is survived by his wife, Betty Miller
Manente; two children, Lisa Manente
Leschinsky of Girard and Greg of Hartford;
two brothers, Anthony Manente of Austintown
and Sam Manente of Mineral Ridge, and three
grandchildren.
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He was preceded in death by five brothers
and sisters.

Calling hours will be from 5 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday at McClurkin Funeral Home, Gi-
rard.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11
a.m. Thursday at St. Rose Church with pray-
ers at 10:30 at the funeral home.

Interment will be at Girard City Cemetery.

———

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL P. SUL-
LIVAN AS THE CHAUTAUQUA
LEADERSHIP NETWORK’S 2009
LEADERSHIP AWARD RECIPIENT

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2009

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, it is my
pleasure today to recognize my friend, Michael
P. Sullivan, the Director of Institution Relations
and Public Affairs at Chautauqua Institution,
as the recipient of Chautauqua Leadership
Network’s 2009 Leadership Award.

The Chautauqua Leadership Network’s mis-
sion is to identify and nurture regional leaders.
They provide a framework for an emerging
network of skilled civic trustees and help the
community to meet the challenges of today
and the opportunities of tomorrow.

The Chautauqua Leadership Network’s
Leadership Award is given to the person
whose activities have done the most to further
the mission of the Chautauqua Leadership
Network; and there is no question that Mr.
Sullivan is a commendable choice. His profes-
sional undertakings have had a profoundly
positive effect on Chautauqua County.

Since 1998, Mr. Sullivan has been respon-
sible for all marketing, public relations, and
communication activities for the Chautauqua
Institution. He previously worked as Director of
Public Relations and Marketing at Highland
Hospital in Rochester. As a member of the
Public Relations Society of America, Mr. Sul-
livan earned his APR (Accredited in Public Re-
lations) and served as president of the Roch-
ester Chapter of Delegates to the PRSA Na-
tional Assembly.

| would like to congratulate Mike for achiev-
ing this honor. | am pleased and honored to
recognize Mr. Sullivan as the recipient of the
Chautauqua Leadership Network’s 2009 Lead-
ership Award. This award honors Michael’s
years of guidance, leadership, and devotion to
not only the Institution, but Chautauqua Coun-
ty as well.

———

CONGRATULATING KRISTINE
WALTER AND DARREN ROSE

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2009

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and honor both Kristine
Walter and Darren Rose for their past and
present role in Leadership Fresno. Kristine
Walter is the current chairman of this worthy,
community-building organization, and Darren
Rose was elected the incoming chairman be-
ginning in July 2010.
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The Leadership Fresno Steering Committee
is comprised of alumni from previous Leader-
ship Fresno classes. Kristine was president of
Class 21, and Darren, District Director for Cali-
fornia’s 19th Congressional District, is in Class
23. Leadership Fresno has provided a place
for community leaders to learn more about
Fresno, network with other community-focused
and concerned citizens, and offered innovative
ways to work together to improve and change
the greater Fresno area for the better.

The vision and leadership provided by this
noteworthy organization is influential and ef-
fective in building communities in Fresno.
Each year, Leadership Fresno coordinates a
two-day retreat in August and continues build-
ing into the leadership class all year through
the completion of the program the following
June. The program includes seminars and
projects, all leading to the improvement of
community problems and concerns.

| am proud of the work done in the Fresno
area by Kristine Walter in her capacity as
chairman of the Leadership Fresno steering
committee, and | am excited to see the work
that Darren Rose will implement in the coming
year. Please join me in congratulating both of
these exemplary community leaders.

———
CONGRATULATING NORTH-

WESTERN UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S
LACROSSE TEAM

SPEECH OF

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2009

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H. Res. 824, a reso-
lution | introduced to congratulate the North-
western University women'’s lacrosse team for
winning its fifth consecutive national cham-
pionship.

Madam Speaker, the Northwestern Univer-
sity lacrosse team completed the 2009 season
with a record-setting 21-7 victory over North
Carolina in the NCAA championship game on
May 24. It capped a perfect 23—-0 season for
head coach Kelly Amonte Hiller and her team,
joining the 2005 team as the second
undefeated team in school history.

The Wildcats faced numerous challenges in
seeking their fifth consecutive championship,
yet they rose to meet that challenge each and
every time. For instance, when trailing Penn
12—-11 with time running out in the first over-
time period of the NCAA semifinals, Katrina
Dowd flipped a miracle shot over her shoulder
while falling to the turf, which somehow scored
with 0.2 seconds remaining, tying the game at
12. The team went on to win the game in the
second overtime period.

As a team, the Wildcats set NCAA single-
season records for points (570) and goals
(407), while also leading the nation in draw
controls (16.9 per game). Individually, Hannah
Nielsen became the NCAA'’s single-game (10),
single-season (83) and career assist leader
(224). Sixteen of Northwestern’s 23 wins came
against ranked opponents, and they were a
perfect 10-0 at home, extending their home
winning streak to 54, an NCAA record.
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In addition to the team honors, six Wildcats
were awarded All-American honors by the
Intercollegiate  Women’s Lacrosse Coaches
Association (IWLCA) and U.S. Lacrosse. Han-
nah Nielsen and Katrina Dowd were named to
the first team, while Hilary Bowen, Meredith
Frank and Danielle Spencer all earned sec-
ond-team honors and goalkeeper Morgan
Lathrop was a third-team selection.

In addition to being successes on the ath-
letic field, this team is a success in the class-
room as well. Fourteen members of the team
were honored this year as being academic all-
Big Ten honorees. The lacrosse team had 14
academic all-Big Ten honorees. And Senior
Hilary Bowen was named ESPN the Magazine
Women’s At-Large Academic All-American of
the Year.

Lastly, while this team’s intelligence, athletic
prowess and determination are evident, |
would like to share a story that demonstrates
the team’s heart and commitment to their
community. During the 5-year championship
run, the Northwestern lacrosse team has
made an enduring and lasting friendship with
10-year-old Jaclyn Murphy. The friendship
began as the Wildcats did what they could to
raise the spirits of a young girl diagnosed with
a brain tumor. Today, that friendship between
NU and Jaclyn continues to deepen. After
seeing the impact the team had on his daugh-
ter, Jaclyn’s father Denis started the Friends
of Jaclyn Foundation, a non-profit organization
created to raise public awareness regarding
pediatric brain tumors. To date, over three
dozen collegiate and high school teams have
“adopted” children with brain tumors.

In conclusion Mr. Speaker, this team rep-
resents our nation’s ideal of what the student
athlete should be. Not only are the members
of this team fantastic athletes and steller stu-
dents, they are also wonderful people. | would
like to recognize all the team members: Bea
Conley, Danielle Spencer, Shannon Smith,
Katrina Dowd, Rachel Fox, Kim Pantages,
Erin  Fitzgerald, Lizzie Abramson, Taylor
Thornton, Alexandra Frank, Lacey Vigmostad,
Colleen Magarity, Samantha Suntulli, Al
Cassera, Amanda Macaluso, Brooke Mat-
hews, Gabrielle Flibotte, Maggie Bremer,
Kirstyn Atkinson, Maria Tedeschi, Jessica
Russo, Alexa Delyra, Brittany Wilbon, Darby
St. Clair-Barrie, Brianne LoManto, and Sara
Harrington, as well the coaches Kelly Hiller,
Lindsey Munday, Ann Elliot, and Scott Hiller. |
feel privileged to represent this team in Con-
gress and | urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

———————

HONORING THE BOOK LAUNCH OF
“FILIPINOS IN CARSON AND THE
SOUTH BAY” BY FLORANTE
PETER IBANEZ AND ROSELYN
ESTEPA IBANEZ

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, October 27, 2009

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to call attention to a very significant
event that occurred in my district last Friday,
October 23, 2009. That day marked the public
introduction of an important new book, “Fili-
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pinos in Carson and the South Bay.” | am
proud that the co-authors of this book are my
constituents, Mr. Florante Peter Ibanez, and
his wife, Roselyn Estepa Ibanez. Florante is a
library manager at Loyola Law School and ad-
junct professor at Loyola Marymount Univer-
sity where he teaches a course entitled “The
Filipino American Experience.” Rose serves
as the board chair for the Filipino American Li-
brary and works for the City of Los Angeles in
the Department of Neighborhood Empower-
ment.

Their work, “Filipinos in Carson and the
South Bay,” chronicles the rich history and
significant contributions made by Filipino
Americans to the City of Carson, the state of
California, and the United States. It is an ex-
tensively researched and meticulously docu-
mented history of the Filipino experience. In
addition to the general population, students of
history, political science, anthropology, soci-
ology, and other academic disciplines will find
this work a welcome addition. | thank Florante
Peter Ibanez and Roselyn Estepa Ibanez for
undertaking this enormous task and salute
their achievement.

Madam Speaker, October 2009 has been
proclaimed Filipino American History Month in
my home state of California and the U.S. Sen-
ate adopted a similar resolution earlier this
month. It is my hope and expectation that the
House will act very soon and favorably on H.
Res. 155, a resolution | am proud to co-spon-
sor. This resolution will put the House on
record in strong support of observing October
as Filipino American History Month.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor and privi-
lege to represent the people of the 37th Con-
gressional District of California, which is one
of the most ethnically, culturally, and racially
diverse congressional districts in the country.
This is especially true of Carson, one of the
major cities in the district. Carson is comprised
of roughly equal populations of Hispanics, Afri-
can Americans, Caucasians, and Asian/Pacific
Islanders. The majority of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans are Filipinos who settled there as early
as the 1920s to work on the farms or in fac-
tories, or serve in the U.S. Armed Forces, or
to start their own businesses, or to serve their
community as doctors, lawyers, and members
of the clergy.

In the years since the descendants of these
pioneers have prospered and made Carson
and the South Bay one of the most livable
communities in the nation and a preferred
destination for Filipinos looking to start a new
life in our country.

The vibrant Filipino community in Carson
and the South Bay hosts an annual Festival of
Philippine Arts and Culture which is one of
Southern California’s oldest, largest, and most
heavily attended community festivals.

Madam Speaker, the authors, Florante
Peter Ibanez and Roselyn Estepa Ibanez,
chronicle the remarkable story of the Filipino
experience in Carson and the South Bay.
Their book adds a long overdue chapter to the
American story. | ask my colleagues to join
with me in honoring Florante Peter Ibanez and
Roselyn Estepa Ibanez and applauding their
major contribution to Filipino American History
Month.
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