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RECOGNIZING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BUFFALO POST OF 
THE JEWISH WAR VETERANS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 26, 2009 

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today with great pride to commemorate 
the 80th anniversary of the Buffalo Post of the 
Jewish War Veterans. 

Comprised of members of the Jewish faith 
who have served in the Wars of the United 
States of America, the Buffalo Post began 
meeting in 1929. Over the past 80 years, 
membership in the post has grown to more to 
more than 120 active participants 

The Jewish War Veterans have a proud tra-
dition of patriotism and service to our country 
and to the Jewish community in the United 
States and abroad. 

The Jewish War Veterans advocate for 
those who have fought our nation’s battles to 
ensure that they receive the treatment and the 
respect they deserve from our grateful nation. 
Through their constant support of the state of 
Israel, fighting anti-Semitism around the world, 
and participating in civic betterment projects, 
the Jewish War Veterans Buffalo Post are 
having a strong positive impact and I thank 
them for their dedicated efforts. 

Madam Speaker, in recognition of 80 years 
of proud service to our grateful nation, I ask 
that this Honorable Body join me in honoring 
the Buffalo Post of the Jewish War Veterans. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PASSING 
OF SERGEANT LEONARD B. KEL-
LER, MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPI-
ENT AND AMERICAN HERO 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 26, 2009 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Sergeant Leonard B. 
Keller, a Vietnam veteran, Medal of Honor re-
cipient, and American hero who passed away 
on October 18, 2009. Sergeant Keller spent a 
lifetime serving his country, his community, 
and his family, and I am proud to honor his life 
of dedication and service. 

Leonard Keller was a true American soldier. 
Born in Rockford, Illinois in 1947, he was 
drafted in the spring of 1966 at the age of 19. 
After basic training at Fort Campbell, Kentucky 
and Advanced Infantry Training at Fort Polk, 
Louisiana, Sergeant Keller was assigned to 
the 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division at Base 
Camp Doung Tam in the Mekong Delta of 
Vietnam. 

On May 2, 1967, in the Ap Bac Zone of 
Vietnam, another U.S infantry company was 
ambushed by the Vietcong, and Sergeant 
Keller’s unit went to rescue their comrades. 

Soon after his unit was dropped by helicopter, 
they came under intense automatic machine 
gunfire from numerous bunkers and several 
enemy snipers. Despite several calls for re-
treat, Sergeant Keller charged forward directly 
towards the enemy position. Disregarding his 
safety, he and a fellow soldier began a sys-
tematic assault on the enemy bunkers, taking 
out seven different enemy positions. Eventu-
ally the entire North Vietnamese force broke 
ranks and retreated. After exhausting his am-
munition, Sergeant Keller then returned to as-
sist in the evacuation of the wounded. Many 
Americans owe their lives to the courageous 
actions of Len Keller that day. President Lyn-
don Johnson awarded the Medal of Honor to 
Sergeant Keller on September 19, 1968 ‘‘for 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action 
at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am privileged to honor Len 
Keller as a Vietnam War hero and Northwest 
Florida leader. Today we recognize his distin-
guished military and government service, as 
well as a lifetime of dedication to the United 
States of America. Our nation is proud and 
grateful for his courage, service, and patriot-
ism. My wife Vicki and I offer our prayers for 
his entire family as we remember and honor 
the life of Leonard Keller. He will be truly 
missed. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL CHEM-
ISTRY WEEK 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 20, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H. Res 793, ‘‘Sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National Chem-
istry Week.’’ I support this resolution because 
success in science is of the utmost importance 
for the future of our youth and our nation. 

In order to keep America as a leader in 
science we need to focus on the success of 
our youth by emphasizing achievement in all 
academic endeavors. Letting our students fall 
behind those of the rest of the world is a mis-
take we cannot afford. 

Chemistry is a field of science and tech-
nology that has transformed the world and will 
vastly improve the quality of life around the 
globe. Chemical sciences create an infrastruc-
ture that delivers the foods, fuels, medicines, 
and materials that are the hallmark of modern 
life. Chemical scientists and engineers are es-
sential to technological progress and to the 
health of many industries, including the chem-
ical, pharmaceutical, electronics, agricultural, 
automotive, and aerospace industries. The 
contributions of chemists boost economic 
growth, create new jobs, and improve health 
and standards of living. My home district, 

Texas’ 18th District and other parts of Houston 
are the hub for many of these industries, 
namely NASA, the Medical Center, and the 
Port of Houston. 

In order to foster the innovation that Amer-
ica needs to ensure global competitiveness, 
our schools must cultivate the finest scientists, 
engineers, and technicians from every back-
ground and neighborhood. We must strive to 
focus on increasing access to science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math education for 
Latinos, African-Americans, women, and other 
underrepresented students in these fields. 

National Chemistry Week was established in 
1987 by the American Chemical Society, the 
world’s largest scientific society, to enhance 
the publics’ appreciation of the chemical 
sciences and also to educate the public. 2009 
also marks the 140th anniversary of Dmitri 
Mendeleev’s creation of the Periodic Table of 
the Elements, one of the greatest achieve-
ments in scientific history. The theme of Na-
tional Chemistry Week this year is, ‘‘Chem-
istry—It’s Elemental’’, which was chosen to 
raise public awareness about the importance 
of chemistry and the chemical sciences by 
emphasizing that the elements, forming the 
basis of the universe, play an integral role in 
daily life. There are many common elements, 
such as copper in electrical wires, neon in 
lights, sodium in table salt, and aluminum in 
soda cans, that are tangibly present in every-
day life. 

This year, it is anticipated that more than 
10,000 volunteers from industry, government, 
and academia will observe National Chemistry 
Week during the week of October 18, 2009, 
by conducting hands-on science activities with 
millions of children in local schools, libraries, 
and museums. National Chemistry Week en-
courages volunteers to provide resources to 
science educators across the country, promote 
community events for recycling common ele-
mental items such as aluminum cans, encour-
age students to explore creative representa-
tions of the elements in the Periodic Table, 
and generally act as ‘‘chemistry ambassadors’’ 
who emphasize the importance and contribu-
tions of chemistry to daily life. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE REPUBLICS OF 
TURKEY AND ARMENIA OPENING 
THEIR BORDER 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 26, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate the Republics of 
Armenia and Turkey for their ongoing efforts 
to open their joint border and normalize rela-
tions. On October 10, 2009, they signed proto-
cols in Zurich, Switzerland, which establish 
diplomatic ties and reopen a border that has 
been closed since 1993. While the negotia-
tions have at times been difficult and emo-
tional, the agreement is an important first step 
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to restoring full diplomatic relations between 
these neighboring states. 

Madam Speaker, I also want to congratulate 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton for her lead-
ership in helping to move the process forward. 
In this connection, I would like to submit an 
October 14, 2009 Washington Post editorial 
entitled, ‘‘Opening a Border.’’ The article does 
an excellent job of detailing the deft diplomatic 
work of Secretary Clinton to assist Turkey and 
Armenia in taking this historic step. 

As the article states, the rapprochement be-
tween Turkey and Armenia is critical to the 
United States since it promotes stability in the 
Caucasus region and could provide new ave-
nues for gas and oil export to the West. 

In closing, I commend Secretary Clinton and 
her colleagues at the State Department and 
offer my full support for their valiant efforts. 
The protocols have been sent to the par-
liaments of the respective countries. I hope 
they will be ratified quickly and open the door 
to a new era of diplomacy and friendship. 

[From the Washington Post, Oct. 14, 2009] 
OPENING A BORDER 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
executed some deft diplomancy last weekend 
as the leaders of Turkey and Armenia signed 
a potentially historic deal to establish nor-
mal diplomatic relations and reopen their 
borders. We say ‘‘potentially’’ because there 
are some big obstacles to implementing the 
accord, which we’ll come back to. But Ms. 
Clinton helped to ensure that the signing 
ceremony in Zurich went forward after four 
hours of last-minute mediation. Not for the 
first time in her short tenure, she proved ca-
pable of overcoming an impasse and teasing 
out of a favorable outcome of the United 
States. 

The rapprochement between these two na-
tions matters to the United States for a 
number of reasons. It could help stabilize the 
volatile Caucasus region, open the way for 
new corridors for the export of gas and oil to 
the West, ease Russian’s political domina-
tion of Armenia and remove a major irritant 
from U.S. relations with Turkey. The Obama 
administration worked diligently to promote 
the accord: Ms. Clinton made 29 phone calls 
to the leaders of the two nations. President 
Obama played a part by sidestepping a cam-
paign promise to formally recognize the 
mass killing of Armenians by Turks during 
World War I as ‘‘genocide.’’ 

The genocide issue—and the refusal of 
some in the American Armenian community 
to compromise on it—still threaten to undo 
the deal. The opening of the border, closed 
since 1993, would be a huge benefit to impov-
erished and landlocked Armenia. But there is 
resistance to a provision of the accords that 
would set up a joint commission to study the 
study of the massacres. Opponents say this 
could give Turkey, which denies that a geno-
cide took place, a means to filibuster the 
issue—and to stop the annual attempt by 
some in the U.S. Congress to pass a resolu-
tion declaring that genocide occurred. In 
fact, the issue is one best left to the two 
countries; that several U.S. Armenian groups 
have endorsed the accord is a victory for 
common sense. 

A more formidable obstacle to the deal 
may be Armenian’s unresolved dispute with 
another neighbor, Azerbaijan, over the eth-
nically Armenian enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, which is occupied by Armenian 
along with neighboring Azeri territory. 
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan took the courageous step of declin-
ing to make the settlement of this ‘‘frozen 
conflict’’ a precondition to his accord with 
Armenia—therby inviting the wrath of Azer-

baijan, which is an ally and energy supplier 
to Turkey. But Mr. Erdogan has said—most 
recently last Sunday—that his government 
will not go forward with the deal unless Ar-
menia executes at last a partial withdrawal 
from Azerbaijan. That would be a tough step 
for Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan and 
require considerable international support: 
more delicate work for Ms. Clinton. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
ROBERT BROWN 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 26, 2009 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
ask my colleagues here in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the memory of Robert Brown, the first 
African American mayor of Orange, New Jer-
sey, which is in my congressional district. 

Mr. Brown is remembered by family, friends, 
and colleagues as a big thinker, a role model 
and an excellent presenter. He was born in 
1947 in Wetumpka, Alabama, but was raised 
in Albany, New York, where he was described 
as a stellar student and athlete. He earned a 
football scholarship to Central Connecticut 
State College. After college he moved to East 
Orange and received a law degree in 1973 
from Rutgers University in Newark. 

Mr. Brown moved to Washington, D.C., 
where he worked as counsel on the Judiciary 
Committee for the House of Representatives 
during the Watergate hearings. He moved 
back to East Orange in 1976, and served as 
a municipal prosecutor and as the Essex 
County public defender before opening a pri-
vate practice. He was widely recognized for 
his outstanding oration ability, his skill as a 
lawyer, and his strong commitment to commu-
nity service. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his son, 
Remington, and brother, Raymond. 

As friends and family gather to remember 
Robert Brown, we are reminded of the tremen-
dous difference that one person can make in 
the lives of others. I know my colleagues here 
in the United States House of Representatives 
join me in honoring the memory of Mr. Brown 
and in paying tribute to this outstanding per-
son who meant so much to all who knew him 
and to the entire city of Orange. 

f 

HONORING EBRAHIM ASHABI 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 26, 2009 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Detective Ebrahim Ashabi, an 
11-year veteran of the Long Beach, California, 
Police Department. I applaud his contributions 
to our community and wish him much future 
success. 

Detective Ashabi’s unique background has 
provided him with the tools to excel in his cho-
sen profession. Born in Iran as a Shiite Mus-
lim, Detective Ashabi lived through the Iranian 
Islamic Revolution of the late 1970s as well as 
the Iran-Iraq war. In 1982, Detective Ashabi 
fled from Iran into the Kurdish area of North-

ern Iraq and then into Turkey. After a few 
months in Europe, he emigrated to the United 
States, where he lived in New York and 
Washington, DC. 

In 1990, Detective Ashabi moved to the Los 
Angeles area and in 1997 joined the Long 
Beach Police Department. Detective Ashabi 
now serves in the Long Beach Police Depart-
ment’s Office of Counter Terrorism, protecting 
the citizens of Long Beach and the United 
States from domestic and foreign homeland 
security threats. He is responsible for ana-
lyzing, collecting, and investigating criminal in-
telligence as it relates to terrorism, organized 
crime, and extremist activities. Detective 
Ashabi shared his expertise earlier this year at 
a first response training conference and expo-
sition for law enforcement, military, security, 
corrections, and federal agencies. He presided 
as a keynote speaker and presented ‘‘A Brief 
History of Radical Islam,’’ to his colleagues. 
Detective Ashabi also provides invaluable as-
sistance in investigations with other local, 
state, and federal law enforcement agencies, 
including the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task Force. 

For the past five years, Detective Ashabi 
has trained law enforcement officers and his 
expertise is a tremendous asset to our com-
munity. Detective Ashabi holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Public Administration from the Uni-
versity of La Verne and is currently working on 
his master’s degree at California State Univer-
sity, Long Beach. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, please join me 
in honoring the achievements of Detective 
Ebrahim Ashabi and wishing him continued 
success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARY SHIRAH 
UPON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 26, 2009 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Ms. Mary Shirah, a 
Northwest Florida community leader who is re-
tiring after fifteen years of public service as 
the Director of the Pregnancy Resource Cen-
ter in Milton, Florida. Mary spent her career 
serving others, and I am proud to honor her 
dedication and service. 

Born in 1927, Mary Shirah was a Navy wife. 
She married her husband, Henry, in 1946, and 
was married for 62 years until her husband 
passed away last year. Her family eventually 
settled in the Pensacola, Florida area, and 
found a home in the Pea Ridge community. In 
1968, Mary went to work for Tupperware 
where a co-worker suggested that she volun-
teer at the Alpha Center in Pensacola, a re-
source center for pregnant women. 

After working with the Alpha Center and en-
couraging her Women’s Ministry Group at her 
church to participate, Mary decided to inves-
tigate the need for a similar center in Santa 
Rosa County. She went on to join the com-
mittee to find a director for the center and 
after much searching, the committee chose 
Mary to serve as the Executive Director. The 
Pregnancy Resource Center of Milton opened 
on March 20, 1995. Until her retirement, Mary 
has served as the center’s sole executive di-
rector. Under her leadership, the PRC serves 
an average of 300 families each year. 
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