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Representative DINGELL presided over the 
House chamber when the House passed the 
Social Security Act of 1965, creating Medi-
care. Years later, the one-time forest ranger, 
and avid outdoorsman, helped usher through 
Congress the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 and the Clean Air Act of 1990. 

Throughout his distinguished career, he has 
led the fight to ensure that all Americans have 
access to affordable health care, fought to 
close corporate loopholes, investigated gov-
ernment waste of taxpayer dollars, and advo-
cated for the safety of consumers. Most re-
cently, Representative DINGELL played a key 
roll in the passage of the. Consumer Products 
Safety and Improvement Act, which was 
signed into law last August. 

In my few years in the House, I have been 
honored to have served beside JOHN DINGELL. 
I have learned a great deal from such a 
thoughtful, serious legislator, and I look for-
ward to working with him as Congress con-
tinues to address the country’s economic, 
health care, and climate challenges. 

I join my colleagues in honoring an institu-
tion in the House of Representatives, JOHN 
DINGELL, for his service to his constituents, the 
Congress, and the country. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 
200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SO-
NORA UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 

Whereas, the Sonora United Methodist 
Church was founded in 1808 and convened 
for its first 15 years without a proper church 
building eventually worshipping in a log struc-
ture only as recently as 1823, and 

Whereas, the congregation celebrated its 
200th anniversary with special services, a pot-
luck dinner, and a performance by the Greater 
Zanesville Singers on September 21, and 

Whereas, the Sonora United Methodist 
Church operated continuously for 200 years 
as part of a charge, or cluster of parishes 
serviced by one pastor, making it part of a 
larger worshipping community that prided itself 
in good works and devotion to the Gospel; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that along with the residents of 
the 18th Congressional District, I commend 
the Sonora United Methodist Church for 200 
years of service and dedication to south-
eastern Ohio, the community of churches en-
compassing the charge and, an adherence to 
the teachings of Jesus Christ. The 
congregants, past and present, of Sonora 
United Methodist Church have exemplified the 
quality of Christian service to the community 
and deserve the recognition that comes with 
such dedication. 

NATIONAL SILVER ALERT ACT OF 
2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker. 
I would also like to thank Representative 
LLOYD DOGGETT for his leadership in bringing 
this important legislation to the floor. I urge my 
colleagues to support this important piece of 
legislation. 

As a Senior Member of the House Judiciary 
Committee, I understand the importance of 
protecting one of America’s treasures: the el-
derly. I fully support the goals of this legisla-
tion in helping to keep America’s elderly safe 
from harm. 

Last year during the second session of the 
110th Congress, Representative DOGGETT in-
troduced, H.R. 6064, the ‘‘National Silver Alert 
Act.’’ I fought hard to amend that H.R. 6064 to 
include language that would strengthen the 
National Silver Alert Act. My language was in-
corporated into that bill and it was successfully 
reported out of the Judiciary Committee. 

This term, Representative DOGGETT has in-
cluded the language from H.R. 423, the 
‘‘Kristen’s Act Reauthorization’’ into the 
present National Silver Alert bill. Thus, 
strengthening the protections in the bill. 

Thousands of vulnerable older adults go 
missing each year as a result of dementia, di-
minished capacity, foul play or other unusual 
circumstances. The Alzheimer’s Foundation of 
America estimates that over five million Ameri-
cans suffer from Alzheimer’s disease, and that 
sixty percent of these are likely to wander 
from their homes. Alzheimer’s disease and 
other dementia related illnesses often leave 
their victims disoriented and confused and un-
able to find their way home. According to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, up to 50% of wan-
derers risk serious illness, injury or death if not 
found within 24 hours. The problem can be 
exacerbated greatly by national disasters, 
such as Hurricane Katrina, that can, in a mat-
ter of hours, increase the number of missing 
persons by the thousands. 

At least eight states, along with non-profit 
organizations such as the National Center for 
Missing Adults, Project Lifesaver International 
and the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, 
have developed programs to address various 
aspects of the problem of missing adults, but 
the need for a coordinated national approach, 
similar to the Amber Alert Program for chil-
dren, still exists. In addition, financial support 
is needed for existing and new local and state 
programs. 

The Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient 
Alert Program, administered by the Depart-
ment of Justice, is the only federal program 
that currently provides grant funding to locate 
vulnerable elderly individuals who go missing. 
Authorization for this program ceased in 1998, 
but Congress has continued to appropriate 
some monies for it through fiscal year 2008, 
when it appropriated $940,000. Another fed-
eral law, Kristen’s Act, had authorized annual 
grants in the amount of $1 million for fiscal 
years 2001 through 2004 to assist law en-
forcement agencies in locating missing adults 
and for other purposes. Between fiscal years 
2002 through 2006, Kristen’s Act grants were 

made through the Edward Byrne Discretionary 
Grants Program, primarily to the National Cen-
ter for Missing Adults, a non-profit organiza-
tion. In 2006, Congress appropriated $150,000 
for this purpose. 

A. H.R. 632, THE ‘‘NATIONAL SILVER ALERT ACT’’ 
H.R. 632 sets forth a comprehensive na-

tional program. It directs the Attorney General 
to establish a permanent national Silver Alert 
communications program within the Depart-
ment of Justice to provide assistance to re-
gional and local search efforts for missing sen-
iors. The bill requires the Attorney General to 
assign a Department of Justice officer as a 
Silver Alert Coordinator. 

The Silver Alert Coordinator acts as a na-
tionwide point of contact, working with states 
to encourage the development of local ele-
ments of the network, known as Silver Alert 
plans, and to ensure regional coordination. 
The bill requires the Coordinator to develop 
protocols for efforts relating to reporting and 
finding missing seniors and to establish vol-
untary guidelines for states to use in devel-
oping Silver Alert plans. The bill requires the 
Coordinator to establish an advisory group (1) 
to help States, local governments and law en-
forcement agencies with Silver Alert plans, (2) 
to provide training and educational programs 
to states, local governments and law enforce-
ment agencies, and (3) to submit an annual 
report to Congress. The bill also requires the 
Coordinator to establish voluntary minimum 
standards for the issuance of alerts through 
the Silver Alert communications network. 

H.R. 632 directs the Attorney General, sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations, to pro-
vide grants to States for the development and 
implementation of programs and activities re-
lating to Silver Alert plans. The bill authorizes 
$5 million for fiscal year 2009 for this purpose. 
The bill also authorizes an additional $5 mil-
lion for fiscal year 2009 specifically for the de-
velopment and implementation of new tech-
nologies. The Federal share of the grant may 
not exceed 50% and amounts appropriated 
under this authorization shall remain available 
until expended. 

Importantly, the bill seeks to accomplish 
three purposes: the creation of a grant pro-
gram, the promotion of best practices, and an 
increased awareness of the need for coordi-
nated efforts to locate missing individuals. The 
bill authorizes a grant program for State-ad-
ministered notification systems to help locate 
missing persons suffering from Alzheimer’s 
disease and other dementia related illnesses. 
The grants are to be used to establish and im-
plement Silver Alert systems or to make im-
provements to existing Silver Alert programs. 

C. H.R. 423, THE ‘‘KRISTEN’S ACT REAUTHORIZATION’’ 
Importantly, H.R. 632 includes the language 

from H.R. 423, the ‘‘Kristen’s Act Reauthoriza-
tion.’’ H.R. 632 reauthorizes Kristen’s Act (P.L. 
106–468), which had authorized annual grants 
from 2001 through 2004 for the purpose of 
finding missing adults. Because of the incorpo-
ration of Kristen’s Act into H.R. 632, grants 
are not limited to States, but may be awarded 
to public agencies and nonprofit organizations. 
The grants are to be used to (1) maintain a 
national resource center and information clear-
inghouse; (2) maintain a national database for 
the purpose of tracking missing adults who are 
endangered due to age, diminished mental ca-
pacity, or when foul play is suspected or the 
circumstances are unknown; (3) coordinate 
public and private programs that locate miss-
ing adults and reunite them with their families; 
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(4) provide assistance and training to law en-
forcement agencies, State and local govern-
ments, nonprofit organizations and other indi-
viduals involved in the criminal justice system 
in matters related to missing adults; (5) pro-
vide assistance to families in locating missing 
adults; and (6) assist in public notification of 
missing adults and victim advocacy. The bill 
authorizes $4 million annually for fiscal years 
2008 through 2018. 

D. MY PAST AMENDMENTS ON ELDER JUSTICE BILLS 
In similar elder legislation, namely the Elder 

Justice Act and the Elder Abuse Victims Act, 
I co-sponsored amendments with Ms. MAXINE 
WATERS of California to provide funding to 
State, Local, and non-profit programs to locate 
missing elderly. Specifically, my amendment 
would allow a voluntary electronic monitoring 
pilot program to assist with the elderly when 
they are reported missing. In these particular 
bills, my amendment would allow the Attorney 
General, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, to issue grants to 
states and local government to carry out pilot 
programs to provide voluntary electronic moni-
toring services to elderly individuals to assist 
in the location of such individuals when they 
are reported missing. 

I also offered an amendment in the elder 
justice acts that would have allowed the elder-
ly to wear a bracelet so it would make it easier 
to find a lost elderly patient in the event that 
he or she was lost. This amendment was ac-
cepted and successfully reported out of the 
House Judiciary Committee last term. If I were 
provided the opportunity, I would have offered 
my amendment again and would have re-
quired that H.R. 632 contain provisions that 
would allow for the use of a bracelet pilot pro-
gram. The bracelet pilot program would allow 
elderly, at their election, to wear a bracelet 
that would be used in helping to locate them 
when they are lost. The bracelet will be unlike 
existing programs because the bracelets will 
be electronic and themselves would facilitate 
finding a missing elderly person. 

While this amendment language was ac-
cepted and successfully reported out of the 
House Judiciary Committee, my language was 
not included in the H.R. 632. Although my lan-
guage has not been included in this present 
version of the bill, I still believe that the bill is 
important. 

Elder Legislation Is Important. 
Elder legislation such as the legislation be-

fore us today and the prior elder bills that I 
mentioned are important. As elder Americans 
enter their twilight years, we must do more to 
protect and ensure their safety. Nothing re-
minds me more of the necessity of this kind of 
legislation than my very own experiences in 
Houston, Texas. A few years ago, the family 
of Sam Kirk, a native of Houston, Texas, 
called me to help look for him. Mr. Kirk was 
elderly and suffered from dementia. He had 
wandered off and could not be located for sev-
eral days. His family looked for him for many 
days but could not find him. In an act of des-
peration, they called on me to lend my serv-
ices to help them find him. I helped his family 
look for him and we found him. When we 
found Mr. Kirk, he was dead. He died of dehy-
dration. We searched for hours and days to 
find him. It would have been easier and may 
have saved a life if there was a bracelet or an 
electronic monitoring program as I have long 
championed in previous versions of this bill. 
Even without my language, legislation that 

helps America find and take care of its lost 
and missing elders is extremely important. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 
175TH ANNIVERSARY OF STEINER 
CHEESE 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Steiner Cheese is the oldest oper-

ating cheese maker in southeastern Ohio hav-
ing celebrated its 175th anniversary this year; 
and 

Whereas, Steiner Cheese was founded by a 
young Swiss man named Jacob Steiner in 
1833. Steiner, who immigrated in search of 
opportunities in America, brought with him little 
more than a family bible and an old copper 
Swiss Cheese kettle, and 

Whereas, Mr. Steiner began to make artisan 
cheeses and word of his cheese making ability 
spread throughout southeastern Ohio’s farm-
ing communities reaching dairy farmers and 
creating a vibrant cheese making industry; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that along with the residents of 
the 18th Congressional District, I commend 
the Steiner Cheese company for 175 years of 
creating high quality cheeses—keeping true to 
the tenets of quality handed down by Jacob 
Steiner. I also commend them on playing an 
integral role in southeastern Ohio’s burgeoning 
cheese industry and leaving its mark on the 
economy and people of Zanesville. 

f 

NATIONAL NANOTECHNOLOGY INI-
TIATIVE AMENDMENTS ACT OF 
2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong support of H.R. 554, the National 
Nanotechnology Initiative Amendments Act of 
2009. As a former Member of the Science 
Committee, I am pleased to lend my support 
to this important legislation brought forward 
today by Chairman GORDON. 

Nanotechnology represents the future of 
science and information technology. These 
scientific methods have already been respon-
sible for a number of products that are used 
everyday in our country like car parts, cos-
metics, and first aid dressings. 

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, the future of 
nanotechnology holds a world of possibility in 
a number of fields—including health care, 
which is incredibly important to me as a physi-
cian Member of the House. 

The National Nanotechnology Initiative is a 
multi-agency federal program aimed at accel-
erating the discovery, development, and de-
ployment of nanometer-scale science, engi-
neering, and technology. Since its implemen-
tation in 2003, the NNI represents the federal 
government’s commitment to harnessing and 
developing the world’s most cutting edge tech-
nology to help keep our country competitive in 
a technology-based global economy. 

H.R. 554 is a bill that builds on the success-
ful aspects of the NNI by making some im-
provements and modifications while keeping 
much of the Initiative intact. For example, this 
legislation strengthens the environment, 
health, and safety research component of the 
NNI, and it increases the emphasis on nano-
manufacturing research and technology trans-
fer. H.R. 554 acknowledges and addresses 
the need for enhanced research and edu-
cation in the field of nanotechnology and pro-
vides the framework for K–12 education in 
nanotechnology that will help future genera-
tions stay at the cutting edge of scientific ad-
vances. 

I am very pleased that this legislation 
moved through the Science and Technology 
Committee in a bipartisan manner, much like 
it did in the 110th Congress. I hope that the 
Senate will act on this legislation in the near 
future, so this important legislation can be 
signed into law by the President. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very supportive of H.R. 
554 and the possibility that nanotechnology 
has for the future of science. I urge all of my 
colleagues to support its passage. 

f 

HONORING THE HEROIC ACTIONS 
OF THE PILOT, CREW, AND RES-
CUERS OF US AIRWAYS FLIGHT 
1549 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and honor the actions of the pilot, 
crew, and rescuers who risked their lives to 
save the passengers of Flight 1549 on Janu-
ary 15, 2009. 

US Airways Flight 1549 lost engine power 
and began to fail shortly after its take off from 
LaGuardia Airport in Queens, headed to Char-
lotte, North Carolina. The lives of 155 pas-
sengers and crew were at risk. Captain 
Chesley B. Sullenberger III and First Officer 
Jeffery B. Skiles acted with immense valor 
and dexterity to land the plane in the best op-
tion available, the Hudson River. The actions 
of both of these men demonstrate that they 
were cognizant of the lives on and off of the 
plane and choose to avoid populated areas. 
Additionally, the skilful control of the aircraft 
and decisions made by Sullenberger and 
Skiles allowed for the effective assistance of 
flight attendants Shelia Dail, Doreen Welsh, 
and Donna Dent, to prepare passengers for 
the impact in a short amount of time. In this 
time, passengers had to prepare for their land-
ing and from all reports they did so with great 
discipline and concern for each other. Local 
ferry boats, official police boats and U.S. 
Coast Guard craft were incredibly quick in 
their response, rescuing passengers and crew 
from the near freezing water in minutes. 
Thanks to the heroic efforts of all parties re-
sponsible for the passengers of Flight 1549, 
155 passengers and crew survived without se-
rious injury. 

As a result of the courageous initiatives 
taken place by these individuals, I urge that 
the House of Representatives give recognition 
and credit where it is due by passing the Res-
olution introduced by our colleague from New 
York, JOSEPH CROWLEY. In doing so we ap-
plaud Captain Chesley B. Sullenberger III, 
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