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RECOGNIZING PRINCE WILLIAM 

CLEAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
AND ITS 2009 VOLUNTEER OF 
THE YEAR CONNIE MOSER 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to recognize the Prince William Clean 
Community Council and its 2009 Volunteer of 
the Year, Connie Moser. With the help of dedi-
cated volunteers like Ms. Moser, the Council 
works to eliminate litter and graffiti in Prince 
William neighborhoods and commercial cen-
ters. 

The Council was conceived in 1982 during 
a spring cleanup effort led by a group of con-
cerned Prince William County residents. 
These volunteers, who later became the 
founding members of the Council, immediately 
recognized the importance of litter prevention 
education as a way to long-term environ-
mental protection and preservation. In 1986, 
the Prince William County Litter Control Coun-
cil was born. The organization later changed 
its name to the Clean Community Council, and 
it became an affiliate of Keep America Beau-
tiful, a nationwide non-profit that uses edu-
cation and hands-on stewardship to advocate 
litter control, waste reduction, and community 
beautification. 

The Council’s litter prevention and graffiti 
abatement efforts have not gone unnoticed. 
The Council’s accolades include a 1994 Gov-
ernors Award for Volunteering Excellence. The 
Council was a 2000 Virginia Stewardship 
Award Winner in the Communication/Edu-
cation Category, and it received the Prince 
William County 2001 Partners for the Potomac 
Environmental Patron Award, 2000 and 2002 
Keep America Beautiful National Awards and 
a 2008 Keep America Beautiful President’s 
Circle Recognition Award. 

The Council’s volunteers always have been 
essential to its success and the 1st Volunteer 
of the Year Award is a way to recognize their 
invaluable support. The recipient, Connie 
Moser, is a resident of Dale City, Va., and sits 
on the Council’s board of directors. She teach-
es the Council’s principles and goals to a 
number of other organizations that benefit 
from her involvement. She is acting Secretary 
for the Dale City Civic Association, a volunteer 
for the Prince William County Habitat for Hu-
manity, maintains two ‘‘Adopt-A-Spots’’ for the 
Prince William Clean Community Council, 
serves on the Prince William County Neigh-
borhood Leader’s Group and is the founder of 
the Lindendale Community Group. Remark-
ably, she found time this year to coordinate a 
clean-up effort for the Dale City Fourth of July 
parade route, a large scale community beau-
tification effort that inspired others to take up 
the Council’s mission. Ms. Moser is truly de-
voted to her community’s quality of life and 
does not shy away from a long, hard day of 
work to make Prince William County a pleas-
ant place to live. 

Madam Speaker, we create safer, cleaner 
neighborhoods when residents take ownership 
over their communities. The Clean Community 
Council asks Prince William residents to take 
pride in their county and work to eliminate not 
just litter and graffiti but the carelessness that 
allows these community plagues to proliferate. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the successes of the Prince William Clean 
Community Council and congratulating Connie 
Moser on being named the recipient of its 1st 
Volunteer of the Year Award. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF RICHARD C. 
SHADYAC SR. 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Richard C. Shadyac 
Sr. who served on the Board of Directors and 
Governors of St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital and the American Lebanese Syrian 
Associated Charities (ALSAC) for more than 
forty years. Mr. Shadyac had a true passion 
and devotion to the children and families that 
fight catastrophic pediatric diseases at St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

Mr. Shadyac began his illustrious and influ-
ential career as a member of ALSAC and of 
St. Jude Hospital Boards of Directors and 
Governors in 1963. He also served as 
ALSAC’s general counsel. In 1992, after the 
passing of Danny Thomas, the founder of St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Mr. 
Shadyac became the CEO of ALSAC. Upon 
taking on his new leadership role, Mr. 
Shadyac worked tirelessly to continue the leg-
acy and dream of his friend, Danny Thomas 
who said, ‘‘No child should die in the dawn of 
life.’’ Mr. Shadyac served as the CEO until his 
retirement in 2005. 

During the 13 years he led ALSAC, public 
funding for St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital quadrupled. By 2005, ALSAC had be-
come the third largest health-care charity in 
the U.S. and is currently the second largest. 
During Mr. Shadyac’s tenure, St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital was also able to un-
dergo a $1 billion expansion that strengthened 
the hospital’s capacity to focus on patient and 
family care and to conduct research for chil-
dren with catastrophic diseases. His compas-
sion and dedication to provide free care for 
the children and families who seek treatment 
was immeasurable and the driving force of his 
work. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in remembrance of Richard Shadyac Sr. 
who spent years of his life working on behalf 
of the countless sick and struggling children 
who come to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital to fight, treat and care for what are 
often life threatening illnesses. It is clear that 
without his dedication and hard work, the tri-
umphs in research, treatment and patient and 
family care that the hospital provides would 
not be possible. Mr. Shadyac will be missed 
by those whose lives were in some way 
touched by him. 

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS OF 
UNITED STATES-POLISH DIPLO-
MATIC RELATIONS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of House Resolution 266, cele-
brating 90 years of United States-Polish diplo-
matic relations. It was April of 1919 when the 
United States first established a diplomatic re-
lationship with the Polish Republic, and for 
nearly a century our two counties have worked 
together to maintain this important bond. 
Throughout the course of this lasting friend-
ship, we have seen Poland overcome a period 
of communist rule and a legacy of foreign oc-
cupation to emerge as the free and demo-
cratic nation it is today, showing the great 
strength and resolve of the Polish people. 

The mark of a great nation, however, is not 
measured solely by the distance of its own ad-
vancement, but by its ability and willingness to 
help advance and protect other nations in the 
world community. Poland has collaborated 
closely with the United States in efforts to pro-
mote democratization and human rights in re-
gions beyond the nation’s borders. Addition-
ally, the great nation of Poland has assisted 
the United States in fundamental efforts to 
limit nuclear proliferation, facilitate regional co-
operation in Eastern Europe, and reform the 
United Nations. 

As a proud member of the Polish Caucus, 
it is my honor to recognize Poland for its indis-
pensable support and committed partnership 
with the United States in advancing worldwide 
liberty. Poland has continually supported the 
United States, both militarily and diplomati-
cally, in efforts aimed at combating global ter-
rorism. 

I am proud to say that my home state of 
Connecticut has one of the largest Polish- 
American populations in the country. Polish- 
Americans play an active role in the commu-
nity through the many cultural and civic orga-
nizations established in my district. This in-
cludes the Greater Hartford Polish Cultural 
Club, which was proud to host the 61st Annual 
National Convention of the American Council 
for Polish Culture in August of this year. The 
continued celebration of the vibrant heritage of 
Polish-Americans is a testament to the 
strength of the enduring partnership between 
our two great nations. 

It is with great appreciation for Poland’s ef-
forts in upholding the ideals of freedom that I 
rise in support of House Resolution 266, cele-
brating 90 years of United States-Polish diplo-
matic relations. 

f 

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VI-
SION OF A THOUSAND ‘‘POINTS 
OF LIGHT’’ 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate the 20th anniver-
sary of the vision of a thousand ‘‘Points of 
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Light’’ and to celebrate the growing tide of 
commitment to service and volunteering that is 
a hallmark of this great nation. Tomorrow, 
President George H. W. Bush and President 
Barack Obama are together to mark this im-
portant milestone in the history of the service 
movement. 

Twenty years ago, President Bush spoke of 
a thousand points of light, individuals and or-
ganizations ‘‘spread like stars throughout the 
nation, doing good.’’ From this idea rose the 
Points of Light Foundation which has both rec-
ognized and organized exemplary acts of giv-
ing for the past two decades. 

In 2007, it merged with Hands On Network, 
which started in my district, in the city of At-
lanta, and the combined organization is now 
the Points of Light Institute, the largest volun-
teer network in the country. Their mission is to 
mobilize, not just a thousand, but millions to 
answer the call to solve our most pressing 
problems—volunteers working together to help 
those with HIV in San Francisco, building 
wheelchair ramps in Greenville, and creating 
award-winning tutoring programs in Atlanta. 

In today’s hard times, people are hurting. 
Americans are having to choose between pay-
ing their mortgages and putting food on the 
table. In these tough times it is more important 
than ever that we, as American citizens, give 
back to those in need. National Service be-
comes ever more important when people are 
hurting. I am proud of my fellow citizens who 
have heeded the calls to service, and have 
dedicated their time to helping others. In 2008, 
61.8 million Americans volunteered, dedicating 
more than 8 billion hours of service worth an 
estimated $162 billion. 

The Points of Light Institute and its 250 
Hands On Action Centers reach 80 percent of 
our nation’s communities have been at the 
forefront of this remarkable growth. I am so 
pleased to be able to recognize this organiza-
tion’s first 20 years of harnessing the energy 
and enthusiasm of our people to be a part of 
a better world and their ongoing contributions 
as a part of President Obama’s United We 
Serve initiative. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE EVERY CHILD 
DESERVES A FAMILY ACT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce legislation that will open up thou-
sands of good homes to foster children. On 
any given day, there are approximately 
500,000 children in the child welfare system. 
Over 125,000 of these abused and neglected 
children are waiting to be adopted. There is an 
acute shortage, however, of adoptive and fos-
ter parents. The result is that many children, 
particularly minority and special needs chil-
dren, languish in foster care without perma-
nent homes. The severe developmental, emo-
tional, and educational costs to children raised 
in foster care are well documented. The 
25,000 youth who never find a permanent 
family and ‘‘age out’’ of the system each year 
are more likely than nearly any other group to 
become homeless, incarcerated, or suffer with 
mental illness or substance abuse. 

Despite the shortage of adoptive and foster 
parents and the terrible consequences of long 

stays in the child welfare system, some states 
have enacted discriminatory bans prohibiting 
children from being placed with qualified par-
ents due to the parent’s marital status or sex-
ual orientation. Currently, over 65,000 adopted 
children and 14,000 foster children are living 
with a gay or lesbian parent. Studies suggest 
that upward of 2 million gay and lesbian indi-
viduals are interested in adopting or fostering 
a child. Yet, statewide discriminatory bans and 
the practices of individual adoption agencies 
have resulted in fewer children being placed in 
safe and permanent homes. 

Congress invests over $8 billion in the child 
welfare system each year and we should not 
accept policies that use Federal funds to enact 
barriers to adoption and close the door to 
thousands of potential homes. Multiple studies 
have found that adopted and foster children 
raised by gay and lesbian parents fare just as 
well as their peers being raised by hetero-
sexual parents. 

When considering a potential placement for 
a child, the only criteria should be what is in 
the child’s best interest and whether the pro-
spective parents can provide a safe and nur-
turing home. Bigotry should play no part in this 
decision. That is why I am introducing the 
‘‘Every Child Deserves a Family Act.’’ This 
legislation would simply prohibit any entity that 
receives Federal child welfare funds from de-
nying or delaying adoption or foster care 
placements based solely on the prospective 
parent’s marital status or sexual orientation. 
States and child welfare agencies that fail to 
end discriminatory practices would face finan-
cial penalties. This is the same approach that 
put an end to race discrimination in adoption 
and foster care placements. 

Abused and neglected children in our child 
welfare system are some of the most vulner-
able members of our society. We cannot allow 
divisive politics to further harm these children 
by shrinking the number of prospective adop-
tive and foster parents. I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in saying yes to children 
and no to bigotry by cosponsoring the ‘‘Every 
Child Deserves a Family Act’’ and working 
with me to make it law. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL LATINO 
AIDS AWARENESS DAY OF 2009 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize Na-
tional Latino AIDS Awareness Day of 2009 
which takes place today on Thursday, October 
15, 2009. I want to commend the various indi-
viduals and groups that have worked hard to 
make this day a reality including the Hispanic 
Federation, the Latino Commission on AIDS, 
the National Alliance of State and Territorial 
AIDS Directors, and various other local, re-
gional, and national partners. 

National Latino AIDS Awareness Day is an 
incredibly important day that helps bring atten-
tion to the problems the Latino community 
faces in regards to the HIV/AIDS crisis. While 
the HIV/AIDS problem is an issue that affects 
every racial and ethnic group in the United 
States, it unfortunately has a disproportionate 
impact on the Latino community. In 2006, 

there were roughly 80,000 Latinos living with 
AIDS, representing 18 percent of all those liv-
ing with the disease, and although Latinos 
compromise 15.3 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation, they account for 24.3 percent of new 
HIV infections. Additionally, stigma within the 
community, lack of access to health care, and 
misinformation about the virus make it difficult 
to combat. Truly, this must be changed, and 
embracing the goals and ideas of National 
Latino AIDS Awareness Day is a step towards 
making that happen. 

I am reminded, too, that the Latino commu-
nity is not alone in this struggle. Other ethnic 
groups and particularly the African-American 
community are disproportionately affected by 
HIV/AIDS. We must all stand together, learn 
from each other, and work toward ending this 
virus that hurts so many people in our country 
and across the world. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my fellow col-
leagues to join me today in recognizing Na-
tional Latino AIDS Awareness Day for the bet-
terment of our country and the health of the 
numerous ethnic groups that add so much to 
our national character. 

f 

EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DIS-
TRICT AND THE REGIONAL 
PARKS FOUNDATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 15, 2009 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the joint anniversary cele-
bration of East Bay Regional Park District’s 
75th Anniversary and the supporting Regional 
Parks Foundation’s 40th Anniversary. This 
evening, Park District supporters and friends 
gather at Temescal Regional Park, over-
looking open space created through the found-
ing of the nation’s first and largest Regional 
Park District. 

In 1934, during the catastrophic depths of 
the Great Depression, members of a grass-
roots land preservation movement placed a 
measure on the ballot that would preserve ex-
cess watershed land in the Oakland and 
Berkeley hills. The project introduced a con-
cept unheard of at the time: creating a natural 
balance between recreational land use and 
wilderness preservation. Bay Area residents 
responded with unprecedented foresight and 
civic commitment when the measure passed 
by an astonishing 71 percent. 

Today, the East Bay Regional Park District, 
EBRPD, operating in Alameda and Contra 
Costa counties, manages more than 98,000 
acres of land comprising 65 parks and over 
1,000 miles of biking, hiking and horse riding 
trails. The parks host approximately 14 million 
visitors per year. 

The District, supported by the Regional 
Parks Foundation’s fundraising efforts, pro-
vides recreational opportunities at freshwater 
swimming areas, fishing docks and piers, day 
camps, children’s play areas and numerous 
camping and picnic sites. 

Myriad visitor services include education 
centers, a disabled-access swimming pool and 
group meeting facilities. The District’s Park Ex-
press Bus Program offers subsidized bus 
service to any District park for groups of sen-
ior, disabled or low-income residents and 
school classes with funded lunch programs. 
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