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HONORING THE NAACP ON ITS 

100TH ANNIVERSARY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a 
co-sponsor and strong supporter of H. Con. 
Res. 35, a resolution to recognize the 100th 
anniversary of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and 
acknowledge the numerous contributions of 
the NAACP in helping create a more just and 
equitable society. 

The NAACP is the oldest and largest civil 
rights organization in the United States. For 
the past 100 years, the association has fought 
actively and fervently for equal justice for all 
Americans under the idea that all men and 
women are created equal. 

In February 1909, a handful of courageous 
and fearless citizens—including Ida Wells 
Barnett, Mary White Ovington, Oswald Garri-
son Villiard, William English Walling, Henry 
Moscowitz and W.E.B. Du Bois—formed the 
National Negro Committee with the intent of 
addressing the social, economic and political 
rights of African-Americans. This organization 
would later become the NAACP, and for the 
next century would dedicate itself to elimi-
nating racial hatred and ending racial discrimi-
nation. 

The NAACP has accomplished and will con-
tinue to accomplish great things for our nation. 
In 1954, the NAACP achieved one of its great-
est victories in the Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation of Topeka case when the Supreme 
Court overturned segregation in the nation’s 
public schools. This decision rendered ‘‘sepa-
rate but unequal’’ unconstitutional. More im-
portantly it helped to break down the barriers 
that divided the nation. 

Through nonviolent methods such as pro-
tests, marches and media outreach the 
NAACP was instrumental in moving President 
Truman’s Executive Order banning discrimina-
tion in the armed forces. The NAACP also 
played an active role in the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. 

The NAACP continues to fight for the rights 
of Americans confined to the corners of our 
society. The NAACP maintains active 
branches nationwide, including one in the 12th 
District of New Jersey, located in Trenton. I 
am grateful to the NAACP members who live 
in my Congressional District including Edith 
Savage-Jennings, a pioneer of the civil rights 
movement. The work they do to continue to 
advance the struggle for civil rights in our 
country is an inspiration to us all. 

The NAACP gracefully and tirelessly has 
fought for the political, social, economic, and 
educational rights of all Americans, and has 
sought to ensure that our nation recognized 
the inalienable rights of all citizens, regardless 
of race, class, or ethnicity. They have paved 
the way for some of our most celebrated lead-
ers like my good friend JOHN LEWIS and Presi-
dent Barack Obama to accomplish what they 
have. Moving forward the NAACP will shift its 
focus to ensure the attainment of human rights 
for all; a noble, honorable and needed effort. 
The enormity of the NAACP’s contributions 
these past 100 years is immeasurable, and I 

am certain that the next 100 years will 
produce more accomplishments and mile-
stones for this historic and vital organization. I 
am proud to join with my colleagues in sup-
porting this resolution. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. PETER 
SMYTH AND THE BORDES FAM-
ILY RECEIVING THE 2009 BROAD-
CASTERS OF AMERICA GOLDEN 
MIKE AWARD 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. Peter Smyth and the Bordes 
Family, for their outstanding dedication to 
Greater Media of Braintree, Massachusetts, 
and to mark the great achievement of being 
presented with the 2009 Broadcasters Foun-
dation of America Golden Mike Award. 

Greater Media was co-founded in 1956 by 
Peter A. Bordes and is one of the last remain-
ing family-owned broadcasting companies in 
the United States. Now parent company of 23 
AM and FM radio stations in the Boston, Char-
lotte, Detroit, New Jersey and Philadelphia 
markets, Greater Media continues to be a 
shining example of good corporate citizenship 
in the fast paced and ever evolving media in-
dustry. 

From its beginning, Greater Media has 
stressed the autonomy of local management, 
dedication to local community service, and 
leadership in developing and adapting new 
technology and services to improve media 
communications. Greater Media consistently 
seeks to improve the lives of their listeners 
and readers, and the communities in which 
they live. 

In 1986, Peter Smyth joined the Greater 
Media family. In October 2000, Mr. Smyth was 
named President and Chief Operating Officer, 
and in March 2002, was promoted to Greater 
Media’s President and Chief Executive Officer. 
He was named Chairman of the Board in Oc-
tober 2008. 

Since his arrival at Greater Media, Mr. 
Smyth has received such prestigious honors 
as ‘‘America’s Best Broadcaster’’ and has 
been named one of the 40 ‘‘Most Powerful 
People in Radio’’ for eight years. Most recently 
he was honored with the ‘‘Radio Executive of 
the Year’’ award. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
Mr. Smyth and the Bordes Family for their 
commitment to excellence in broadcasting and 
journalism. I applaud their success, and I wish 
them the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING GEORGE C. WELKER 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today recognize George C. Welker at the 
close of his 40-year career serving the em-
ployees of CWA Local 1108 in Patchogue, 
New York. His remarkable tenure spans dra-
matic changes in the telecommunications in-

dustry and labor relations in America. Unwav-
ering and undiminished in that time is Mr. 
Welker’s devotion to the members of CWA 
Local 1108 and his Long Island community. 

In 1969, George Welker joined CWA as 
Steward for his gang of installers at New York 
Telephone’s St. James garage. He rose 
through the ranks, serving as Chief Steward of 
Repair, Area Representative and Business 
Agent, before being elected President of Local 
1108 in 1990 and serving until 2008. He was 
also a member of the Regional Bargaining 
Committee, participating in the negotiation of 
four collective bargaining agreements, and 
served the CWA National Union as chairman 
of its Finance Committee. 

The most significant of Mr. Welker’s many 
achievements at CWA Local 1108 include ne-
gotiating the addition of 3,200 temporary em-
ployees to Bell Atlantic’s regular payroll in 
1998, winning an arbitration case that restored 
the livelihoods of 215 union members who 
were wrongfully dismissed in 2002, and over-
seeing Local 1108’s successful merger with 
Local 1110 in 2004. 

Madam Speaker, organized labor deserves 
much of the credit for the rise of America’s 
middle class. The labor movement and its suc-
cesses are built on the shoulders of leaders 
like George Welker. He will be sorely missed 
by the workers of CWA Local 1108, and I join 
them in thanking him for his service and offer-
ing best wishes for a retirement free of griev-
ances. 

f 

HONORING LEE ROY MAYHALL 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to posthumously honor the life of Lee 
Roy Mayhall. Mr. Mayhall passed away on 
January 26, 2009 at the age of seventy-seven, 
after a long battle with cancer. 

Lee Roy Mayhall took great pride in his 
hometown of Oakhurst, California. He was one 
of the original founding members of the Citi-
zens on Patrol (COP) program that was 
launched in 2000. The COP concept began in 
1999, with one car and a couple of volunteers. 
Mr. Mayhall and his wife, Jean, were among 
those few original volunteers. Within seven 
years, the small unit expanded into an entire 
fleet. With the increase in volunteers, they are 
able to cover the rural communities of 
Oakhurst, North Fork, Coarsegold, Chowchilla, 
Eastside Acres and the Madera Ranchos, all 
in Madera County. During the summer months 
the COP volunteers assist the Sheriffs Boat 
Patrol on Bass Lake. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mayhall, along with the dedi-
cated COP volunteers, serve as a second set 
of eyes and ears for the Sheriff’s Department. 
They served as partners in the programs; to-
gether they donated countless hours and 
money to assist in financing critical training. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mayhall were honored in 2007 
by the Madera County Supervisors for their 
years of service and dedication to the citizens 
of Madera County. Mr. Mayhall was also the 
recipient of the ‘‘Above and Beyond’’ award for 
his outstanding contributions to the commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, I invite my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the life of Lee Roy 
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Mayhall. I wish continued success to Mrs. 
Mayhall and the COP program. 

f 

LET’S BE TRULY COMPASSIONATE 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about a very important bill that I just 
re-introduced, the Visitors Interested in 
Strengthening America (VISA) Act of 2009 
(H.R. 937). The bill would grant humanitarian 
visa waivers to children and their parents com-
ing across the border for regular medical ap-
pointments, or for educational or cultural 
events. 

In the past, the Port Directors at the border 
had the authority to grant humanitarian visa 
waivers to certain children and their accom-
panying parent. Now, children who come with-
out a visa must be turned away. The fee to 
enter into the United States for 24 hours is an 
insurmountable amount of money for these 
poor children and their families. These chil-
dren pose no threat to our national security. 
They are merely trying to receive medical 
treatment or to enjoy a school field trip to one 
of our nation’s numerous tourist attractions. 

This legislation does not affect the number 
of legal or illegal immigrants living in the 
United States—the children and accom-
panying adults visit for one day and then re-
turn to their homes. It gives Port Directors the 
authority to use their discretion, and issue 
waivers to children that pose no security threat 
to our country. 

This is common sense legislation that allows 
us to cultivate relations with our Mexican 
neighbors, while keeping those who would do 
us harm out of our country. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of this critical 
legislation, by co-sponsoring the VISA Act. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
unfortunately yesterday, February 11, 2009, I 
was unable to cast my votes on H. Con. Res. 
47, H. Res. 154, and H.R. 448. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 60, on 
passing H. Con. Res. 47, Providing for an ad-
journment or recess of the two Houses, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 61, on 
suspending the rules and passing H. Res. 
154, Honoring JOHN D. DINGELL for holding the 
record as the longest serving member of the 
House of Representatives, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 62, on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 448, 
the Elder Abuse Victims Act, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL ENGI-
NEERS WEEK 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased 
to rise today in support of this resolution rec-
ognizing National Engineers Week and the im-
portant contributions to society made by engi-
neers. A range of activities and programs 
highlighting Engineers Week will be taking 
place across the country. Communities, 
schools, and museums will host events to ex-
cite young people about engineering by help-
ing them see the role this discipline plays in 
the world around them. 

This resolution and National Engineers 
Week come at a fitting time. We are in a dire 
economic situation, in part because of a failure 
to sufficiently support science and engineering 
in the past. Research and development will be 
the foundation for the discoveries that will fuel 
our economic recovery and sustain our long 
term economic growth. Engineering is often 
the critical bridge between the basic science 
and the productive innovation or the market-
able product. It is entirely proper that we ac-
knowledge this important field at this critical 
time. 

National Engineers Week is the most visible 
event in an ongoing, year-round effort by the 
National Engineers Week Foundation to sup-
port and encourage interest in engineering 
and technology. As Congress supports the ex-
cellent programming of National Engineers 
week, it should follow the Foundation’s lead in 
making a commitment to science, research, 
engineering, and education. Congress should 
work to ensure that all individuals who choose 
to pursue an education in engineering and re-
lated fields have the opportunity to do so. And 
Congress should fully fund the America COM-
PETES Act and make a sustained investment 
in our national innovation infrastructure. 

This resolution recognizes the value of Na-
tional Engineers Week and engineering-re-
lated disciplines generally. I am delighted to 
support it. 

f 

CELEBRATING FILIPINO AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about a resolution that I have re-in-
troduced along with Congressmen BILBRAY, 
HONDA, ISSA, and BOBBY SCOTT, my col-
leagues in the U.S.-Philippines Friendship 
Caucus (H. Res. 155). This resolution recog-
nizes Filipino American Heritage Month and 
celebrates the heritage and culture of Filipino 
Americans and their immense contributions to 
our nation. 

The Filipino American National Historical 
Society established Filipino American History 
Month in 1988 but I was surprised to learn 
that the House of Representatives has never 
recognized this month, which is long overdue! 

We are pleased to honor the Filipino American 
community and pay tribute to the extraordinary 
contributions that Filipinos make to this nation. 
Filipino Americans have been part of the 
American experience, confronting many dif-
ficult challenges while being resolute and 
steadfast in their cultural heritage. 

We honor Filipino Americans, from farm 
workers to nurses and doctors to the brave 
and courageous soldiers who fought shoulder- 
to-shoulder with American servicemen. This 
country is indebted to the Filipino veterans of 
World War II for their extraordinary sacrifices. 
We promise that we will not give up. Equity 
and recognition for World War II Veterans is a 
moral imperative. 

I invite my colleagues to join with me in 
honoring the history, culture, and contribution 
of Filipino Americans in the United States by 
supporting this important resolution. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CENTER UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Center United Methodist Church 

was founded in 1858 with 17 members con-
vening at the Pleasant Site School in Cam-
bridge, and 

Whereas, originally called the Harmony 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the congregation 
grew quickly to more then 200 members and 
in 1869, prompting the congregation to build 
its structure on the site where it currently 
stands, and 

Whereas, the Center United Methodist 
Church operated continuously for 150 years 
under various names, continuously growing 
and expanding its congregation and its build-
ing to better accommodate its service to the 
community. The church has been an active 
community presence, initiating and contrib-
uting to numerous religious, community, and 
international; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that along with the residents of 
the 18th Congressional District, I commend 
the Center United Methodist Church for 150 
years of dedicated service to the practice of 
the Christian faith and to the good works, both 
local and international, that have given the 
congregation a wonderful reputation and a 
sense of pride. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF MERCED ASSEMBLY CENTER 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 129, 
recognizing the historical significance of the 
Merced Assembly Center to the Nation and 
the importance of establishing an appropriate 
memorial at that site to serve as a place for 
remembering the hardships endured by Japa-
nese-Americans, so that the United States re-
mains vigilant in protecting our Nation’s core 
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