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and remaining a pillar of support for those who
have fallen on hard times are just some of the
ways in which Fenimore has served Brooklyn
over the years.

Madam Speaker, I'd like to acknowledge the
very distinguished pastors that have poured
their heart and soul into Fenimore Street
United Methodist Church. They include: Revs.
James L. Hall; C.S. Willisams; J.S. Bell; C.A.
Knesai; H.E. Kiley; G.W. Osman; L.H.
Caswell; W.G. Giriffin; G.L. Thompson; C.C.
Coile; E.J. Marvin; H.C. Whitney; Arthur C.
Brown; James Link; John S. Smith; Dr. W.C.
Sainsbury; Ward J. Kemenway; James
Veatch; Maron Cox; William Smartt; Randolph
Fisher; Alfred Harper; Lester Baker; Dr. Neville
Buchanan; Dr. Ilvan J. Roberts and Dr. Maxine
Nixon.

Again I'd like to congratulate and thank
Fenimore Street United Methodist on 120
years of service to Brooklyn.

———

RECOGNITION OF MT. DIABLO
PEACE AND JUSTICE CENTER
40TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise to recognize the Mt. Diablo
Peace & Justice Center, an invaluable institu-
tion in the San Francisco Bay Area that will be
celebrating its 40th Anniversary on October
19, 2009.

Founded in 1969 by the late Andy Baltzo,
the Mount Diablo Peace and Justice Center
was initially known to most residents of Contra
Costa County as simply, “The Peace Center.”
lts goal was to provide residents of the East
Bay with a voice against the escalating war in
Vietnam as well as a focal point for issues of
social justice.

After our troops returned from Southeast
Asia, members of the Peace Center recog-
nized that the quest for peace and justice is
never ending. The Center turned its attention
to issues of nuclear arms reduction, military
disarmament, and avoidance of U.S. entangle-
ment in the conflicts in Central America.

Instrumental in the early development of the
Peace Center was the work of a core group of
committed peace activists including Arne
Westerback , Louise Clark, and Sheila Peder-
sen.

Over the years, the Center expanded its
focus to include a wide range of programs that
addressed raising peaceful children and race
awareness. The larger community continued
to have a voice through the Peace Center and
has benefited from organized non-violent pro-
tests against military conflicts, including most
recently the wars in Afghanistan and lIraq.
These protests take the form of peace
marches, demonstrations, and a unique war
memorial known as The Crosses of Lafayette.
Much national and even international attention
was focused on the local community when
multi-denominational memorials were erected
on a highly visible hillside one for each Amer-
ican military service member who has died in
the current conflicts. It's a silent but powerful
reminder to all who pass by of the human toll
of war.

The Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center
also provides inspirational classes in non-vio-
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lence that continue to benefit the community
as a whole. With its access to nationally
known speakers, educational forums, and film
series, the Center is able to promote peace
and justice through a variety of mediums. Stu-
dents, parents and teachers have access to a
wide range of programs that include the Art
and Writing Challenge and Youth in the Mili-
tary, a counseling service for young people on
national service alternatives to the military.
Through local food collection and distribution,
The Center also addresses the needs of the
poor living in our local community.

As our world becomes seemingly smaller,
the Peace Center is once again broadening its
program. Currently, plans are underway for an
International Peace Youth Camp which will
bring outstanding teen leaders from around
the world to the Center. Once at camp, they
will have the opportunity to get to know each
other and learn new methods of co-existence
through cultural exchange.

Today, dedicated Peace Center leaders
such as Barbara and Ed Tonningsen and Bob
Hanson continue to bring the lessons of non-
violence to our community and beyond.

| applaud the Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice
Center for its strong, principled, and ongoing
voice on the issues of peace and justice and
| am proud to bring this organization to the at-
tention of my colleagues. Congratulations to
past and present members who have kept the
Center viable and dynamic throughout the
decades. As you celebrate 40 Years of Peace-
making, | wish you continued success.

————
40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL
UNIVERSITY
HON. HENRY CUELLAR
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to mark the momentous 40th anniversary of
the Texas A&M International University.

Texas A&M International University first
began as a “center” in August 1970 under
Texas A&l University in Kingsville in order to
fill a demand in teacher education and busi-
ness disciplines. Seven years later, the name
changed to Laredo State University and in
1993, the institution became Texas A&M Inter-
national University. In the fall of 1995, the
Texas Legislature authorized the expansion of
a four-year undergraduate program status with
an eventual authorization for doctoral pro-
grams. Today, the university has been at the
forefront of providing higher education and cul-
tural opportunities to students of Laredo and
surrounding south Texas region.

Texas A&M International University consists
of the College of Arts and Sciences, the Col-
lege of Business, the College of Education,
the College of Nursing and Health Sciences,
and a NCAA Division Il Athletics program. Un-
doubtedly, this university serves as a unique
asset to the fundamental groundwork for pro-
gressive and influential Hispanic serving insti-
tutions. TAMIU has 92 percent of students
identifying themselves as minority, including,
Hispanic, African-American, Asian and other.
Additionally, a rising number of baccalaureate
graduates have been first-generation college
students. This university has seen enrollment
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growth of approximately 10 percent every aca-
demic semester and recently welcomed its
largest freshman class ever. The growth in ad-
mission numbers has provided social strides
towards students attending the highest quality
programs built on solid academic foundations.

Over the years, TAMIU has increased suc-
cess for the development in the community,
educational achievement, and promising aca-
demic endeavors. | am happy to have this op-
portunity to congratulate Texas A&M Inter-
national University on the occasion of its 40th
anniversary, and | wish all staff and students
many more years of success.

———

IRAN SANCTIONS ENABLING ACT
OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 13, 2009

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as a
cosponsor and supporter of H.R. 1327, the
Iran Sanctions Enabling Act. The apparent
pursuit of nuclear weapons capability by the
Government of Iran cannot be met with si-
lence. Iran’s history of concealing its nuclear
facilities and programs has rightfully alarmed
the international community about Iranian
Government's ambitions. The revelation last
month of a previously undisclosed uranium en-
richment facility under construction near Qom
adds to a growing list of deeply troubling ac-
tions by the Iranian regime. President Obama
stated clearly that this new facility does not
appear to be configured for the production of
fuel for nuclear power reactors. Iran has a re-
sponsibility to fully comply with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency inspections
and to definitively clarify the status and nature
of the Qom site.

Unfortunately, the mistrust and skepticism
surrounding the Iranian nuclear issue are a re-
sult of more than Iran’s covert efforts. The pro-
vocative and threatening rhetoric that we have
come to expect from the President of Iran is
cause for great concern both for our allies,
such as lIsrael, and for our own interests in the
region. In addition, we have witnessed the Ira-
nian regime carry out brutal acts of violence
against Iranian citizens as they gathered
peacefully to express their political beliefs. The
United States cannot ignore this violation of
basic human rights, but neither can we ignore
the stark reminder about the potential con-
sequences of a nuclear weapon in the hands
of a government that expresses such dis-
regard for the lives and liberties of its own citi-
zens.

Taken together, the Iranian Government's
actions are inconsistent with those of a nation
seeking peaceful nuclear energy technology. It
is incumbent upon the Government of Iran to
demonstrate unequivocally to the international
community that it is not attempting to cultivate
nuclear weapons.

Until the Iranian regime fulfills this responsi-
bility, Iran will face the consequences of non-
compliance with this internationally recognized
obligation. The provisions of the Iran Sanc-
tions Enabling Act should be part of those
consequences. This bill would authorize state
and local governments to divest their assets
from, and prohibit investment in, any company
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that invests $20 million or more in Iran’s en-
ergy sector. It also protects from legal action
any asset managers who choose to divest as-
sets from, or avoid investing in, persons or
companies with the same level of financial ties
with Iran’s energy sector. These are common
sense measures that enable state and local
governments or individual U.S. citizens to
choose not to allow their financial investments
to support companies or persons that con-
tribute to the prosperity and strength of the
current Iranian government.

| firmly believe that the United States must
do everything in its power to prevent Iran from
further destabilizing the Middle East by obtain-
ing a nuclear weapon, and | am encouraged
by the Obama administration’s vigorous diplo-
matic efforts to achieve that end. The Iranians
should be given credit for their recent tentative
agreements to meet international expectations,
but these words must be matched with sincere
and transparent actions that convince the
international community of Iran’s peaceful in-
tentions. To that end, | note that the provisions
of H.R. 1327 would terminate upon certifi-
cation by the President that Iran is no longer
designated a state sponsor of terrorism and
has ceased the pursuit of nuclear, biological,
and chemical weapons. It is my hope that this
sunset clause serves as a potent reminder to
the Iranian government that while all actions
have consequences, the United States always
stands ready to match positive actions with
positive consequences. | urge my colleagues
to support this legislation.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with the policies and standards put forth
by the House Appropriations Committee and
the GOP Leadership, | submit a list of the con-
gressionally directed projects | have requested
in my home state of Idaho that are contained
in the Conference Report to accompany H.R.
3183, the FY 2010 Energy and Water Devel-
opment Appropriations Bill.

Project Name: City of Boise Geothermal Ex-
pansion to Boise State University

Amount Received: $1,000,000

Account: DOE Energy Efficiency and Re-
newable Energy Geothermal Technology

Recipient: City of Boise

Recipient’s Street Address: 150 N Capitol
Boulevard, Third Floor, Boise, Idaho 83702

Description: The Boise City geothermal sys-
tem currently provides a low cost, environ-
mentally sound, sustainable, locally provided
heat source to commercial and publicly owned
buildings in downtown Boise. Geothermal heat
is considered a renewable source of energy
and does not rely on fossil fuels, nuclear
power, mining or damming of rivers and emits
zero emissions into the atmosphere. This
project will extend the City of Boise geo-
thermal pipeline system to Boise State Univer-
sity and would have the capacity to heat al-
most two million square feet on the campus.
As global energy costs increase, the expan-
sion to increased facilities will provide signifi-
cant cost savings.

Project Name: Idaho Accelerator Center
Production of Medical Isotopes
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Amount Received: $1,500,000

Account: DOE Office of Science

Recipient: Idaho State University

Recipient’s Street Address: 921 South 8th
Avenue, Pocatello, ID 83209

Description: The National Academy of
Sciences recently issued a report recom-
mending that the federal government increase
support to radionuclide production, distribution
and basic research in production mechanisms;
increase the domestic production of medical
radionuclides through dedicated accelerators
and reactors; and educate the next generation
of medically-related nuclear scientists. The
Idaho Accelerator Center (IAC) will develop a
medical isotope production facility that will
serve regional isotope needs, conduct basic
research in isotope production, educate the
next generation of medically-related nuclear
scientists, and partner with regional and na-
tional entities in medical isotope distribution
and use. This program will meet regional and
national needs in education and isotope pro-
duction and provide new isotopes that are not
currently part of the national isotope portfolio.
IAC will complement, supplement and en-
hance DOE’s National Isotope Program.

Project Name: Idaho National Laboratory
Center for Advanced Energy Studies (CAES)

Amount Received: $1,000,000

Account: DOE Office of Science

Recipient: Idaho National Laboratory

Recipient's Street Address: 2525 North
Freemont St., Idaho Falls, Idaho 83415

Description: CAES is a partnership between
the State of Idaho and its academic research
institutions, the federal government through
the U.S. Department of Energy and the Idaho
National Laboratory managed by the Battelle
Energy Alliance, LLC. Through its collabo-
rative structure, CAES combines the efforts of
these institutions to provide timely energy re-
search on both technical and policy issues.
The funds provided will procure world-class
computation and visualization research equip-
ment to be located in the CAES research lab-
oratory. These research tools will enable both
critical-path scientific research and graduate
education programs focused on such twenty-
first century energy challenges as the avail-
ability of carbon-neutral renewable energy,
such as biofuels for transportation; the stew-
ardship of the environment including water re-
source management through energy effi-
ciency; the management of fossil fuel energy
systems; and the expansion of energy produc-
tion from commercial nuclear power while edu-
cating the next generation of scientists, engi-
neers, policy makers and the public.

Project Name: Little Wood River Ecosystem
Restoration

Amount Received: $100,000

Account: Corps of Engineers

Recipient: City of Gooding, Idaho

Recipient's Street Address: 308 5th Ave.
West, Gooding, ID 83330

Description: This funding was authorized in
the Water Resources Development Act of
2007 and would be used to repair and replace
an aging WPA/CCC project that channeled the
Little Wood River through the City of Gooding,
Idaho. The project will remove and replace the
existing rock wall and the boxed culverts that
severely restrict the stream channel flow. Ap-
proximately 1.5 miles of the Little Wood River
flow within Gooding city limits. Over the years,
aging along with high water and ice jam
events have caused severe deterioration of
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the masonry rock walls constructed in the
1930’s and 40’s in order to protect the city
from floods. Large portions of the existing lava
rock walls that line the Little Wood River
through the city are structurally unserviceable
and many have failed and fallen into the chan-
nel. This deterioration has increased at an
alarming rate. The Corps of Engineers and the
City of Gooding have been working on a solu-
tion for this rock wall failure for the past 20
years. The Army Corps has completed the Re-
connaissance Study and the General Inves-
tigation Study, but the project has been on
hold due to a lack of funding.

Project Name: Rural Idaho Section 595

Amount Received: $3,875,000

Account: Corps of Engineers

Recipient: Walla Walla District Corps of En-
gineers

Recipient’'s Street Address: Boise Field Of-
fice, 304 8th St., Rm. 140, Boise, ID 83702—
5802

Description: The funding was authorized in
the Water Resources Development Act of
2007. This funding is critical to assisting rural
Idaho communities in upgrading their water
and wastewater treatment facilities. In many
cases, this funding is required to comply with
unfunded mandates passed down by this Con-
gress and federal agencies. In addition, these
funds help rural communities in Idaho trying to
attract new businesses and spur economic de-
velopment. The vital water funding in this bill
will assist rural communities in job creation
and affordable housing by offering improved
services at lower costs than would otherwise
be possible. This request is consistent with the
intended purpose of this account. Funding will
be directed primarily to the Eastern Idaho Re-
gional Wastewater Authority in Shelley, Idaho.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide a list
of Congressionally-directed projects included
in the Conference Report to accompany HR
3183, the FY2010 Energy and Water Develop-
ment Appropriations bill, on behalf of Idaho
and provide an explanation of my support for
them.

HONORING ROBERTO MAESTAS
HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to offer special recognition to my con-
stituent and friend, Roberto Maestas, as he
steps into a new role after serving as the ex-
ecutive director of El Centro de la Raza for the
past 37 years. For more than 40 years, Mr.
Maestas has been intimately involved in the
ongoing struggle for civil rights and social jus-
tice, not only for Latinos, but for all disadvan-
taged people. He is among Seattle’s most re-
spected figures, esteemed for his effective-
ness, his political savvy, and his legendary
persuasive powers.

Mr. Maestas recently has become Senior
Advisor and Chair of Historical Resources at
El Centro de la Raza. El Centro de la Raza’s
board of directors has asked Mr. Maestas to
lead a program to chronicle, collect, record
and preserve El Centro de la Raza’s historical
contributions to the local, national, and inter-
national community and to the social justice
movement. We are so fortunate to have this
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