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Nearly 400 nutritious meals are provided daily 
and 70,000 yearly, at the PSC branches. Over 
70 classes and activities are offered at PSC, 
ranging from Tai Chi to art classes to com-
puter use instruction. PSC also maintains the 
crucial Financial Management Service. The 
only program of its kind in Southeastern Penn-
sylvania, Financial Management Service en-
ables seniors to make sound financial deci-
sions for their households. PSC also has 
trained counselors and staff to help with hous-
ing issues seniors might face. These PSC 
workers help find affordable housing and re-
solve issues and disputes for its members. 

For 60 years, Philadelphia Senior Center 
has been dedicated to advancing the 
wellbeing and personal growth of all seniors. I 
ask that you and my other distinguished col-
leagues join me in thanking the Philadelphia 
Senior Center for all they have done to im-
prove the lives of thousands of people in 
Philadelphia and beyond. 

f 

ON THE PASSING OF SENATOR 
EDWARD KENNEDY 

HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR. 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to express my condolences to the 
family and friends of one of my most pres-
tigious colleagues, Senator Edward M. Ken-
nedy. 

Senator Kennedy lived one of the most ex-
traordinary lives in American political history. 
He was the last brother of one of America’s 
most storied families; one of our all-time great 
senators; and a champion for human rights. 
His legislative accomplishments have touched 
and improved the lives of virtually everyone 
who lived in this great country for the past half 
a century. 

Albert C. Caswell approached me shortly 
after Senator Kennedy’s funeral with a poem 
he wrote titled, ‘‘Our Nation’s Tears’’. My col-
leagues may recognize Mr. Caswell’s familiar 
face as he has served as a Tour Guide in the 
U.S. Capitol for the past 23 years. I was 
moved by Mr. Caswell’s poem and he has 
asked that I submit it in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. I ask unanimous consent to add my 
statement and his poem to the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD and I encourage my col-
leagues to read it. 

OUR NATION’S TEARS 
(By Albert Carey Caswell) 

Our . . . 
Our Nation’s Tears . . . 
As so now lie here! 
For one of America’s finest son’s, this oh so 

cherished one . . . 
A Champion, for Fathers, Mothers, Sisters, 

Brothers, Daughters and Sons. . . 
For Seniors, and our most precious of all 

ones . . . our Children . . . 
For America, and all of these ones! 
Our Lion of The Senate Ted, so very dear 

. . . 
As it’s for or thee, we now so shed such tears 

. . . 
As down our quivering cheeks they now so 

run! 
All for you Ted, and your great American 

family my son . . . 
And that great love story, that our Lord God 

had so begun! 
And that great Irish family, that came from 

far across those seas . . . 

But, for a better life to be . . . 
And that great void now so left, as upon our 

souls as now so etched . . . 
And that great hole in all our hearts, this 

abyss . . . 
Ah, but lies such depth . . . 
All in this great caesium, with us you have 

so left . . . 
For this our nation, our Teddy bear . . . you 

have so blessed! 
As our tears fall like the rains . . . 
As it’s for you Teddy, we now so cry out all 

in our pain . . . 
As comes from our swollen eyes . . . 
As it’s for or you, our shining Knight. . . we 

now so weep . . . 
For in our heart’s, you . . . we shall so keep! 
As we pray to our Lord above, that your soul 

he shall so reap! 
For our True Champion, has so died! 
As like Your Profile’s in Courage, we too 

must so rise! 
As you have so taught our nation, so over 

the many years . . . 
That out of such loss, such heartache . . . 

and such swollen tears . . . 
That somehow, light too can come! 
And that somehow, we must all so persevere! 
With A Smile, With A Grin . . . 
With The Heart of A Child, and a work ethic 

so then! 
And to cherish each new day, as it begins! 
And make each new day count! Time and 

time, and time again! 
And hold your families ever so close! 
For this is life’s full measure, that which so 

means the most! 
Sail on my Son! We will hear your heart on 

the ocean’s setting sun’s . . . 
Our beautiful brother from Boston! 
For Heaven so hold’s a place, for our most 

precious one! 
For such men, of such courage, kindness, 

style and grace . . . 
And who have worked and prayed for re-

demption, in all they’ve faced! 
And live by such undying Faith! 
Of such men so bright, who have all our 

heart’s so bathed in all their light . . . 
As the baby bore the load, lesson’s learned 

. . . profiles in courage he so earned 

. . . 
How, Teddy raised his head each day. . . was 

but a lesson for all of us to stay! 
To take heart, to take pause . . . all in your 

pain, and remember his life cause . . . 
To remember his smile, and ever his heart of 

a child . . . 
And that up in Heaven on this day . . . 
Four brothers are so reunited, in a football 

game . . . 
‘‘And remember, that the work goes on!’’ 
‘‘The cause endures!’’ 
‘‘The hope still lives!’’ 
‘‘And the dream shall never die!’’ 
Ted, our most precious one . . . can you but 

not in Heaven hear my son? 
All of Our Nation’s swollen tears, these ones! 
And for you, our Nation cry! 

In loving memory of Senator Edward Ken-
nedy, May our Lord bless you our warm son, 
and your family. 
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RECOGNIZING JOYCE YAMAT 
MEYER FOR HER SERVICE TO 
THE FIRST DISTRICT OF WIS-
CONSIN 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to honor Joyce Yamat Meyer, our Wash-
ington office Chief of Staff and now Acting 
Chief of Staff over all office operations. 

Joyce is a native of Wisconsin. Since 1995 
we have worked together in several different 
offices. I myself was a Congressional staffer 
when I met Joyce. I quickly recognized her 
great abilities. When the member she worked 
for retired from the House of Representatives, 
I persuaded my employer, Senator 
BROWNBACK, to bring her on board. 

After my election in 1998 I invited Joyce to 
become my Legislative Director. Since that 
time, her skills and knowledge have grown 
with her responsibilities. I have also been 
pleased to watch her become a wonderful 
wife, mom, and leader. 

Joyce is one of my partners in serving the 
people of Wisconsin’s First Congressional Dis-
trict. Her home town is Franklin, Wisconsin. 
Following state redistricting in 2002, she was 
thrilled to find that her home was now in the 
First District. Ever since, serving her home 
town neighbors has been a point of pride for 
Joyce. 

I have worked with Joyce longer than any-
one in my office. I am pleased to recognize 
Joyce Yamat Meyer for more than ten years of 
excellent work with me in serving the people 
of the First District. 
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HONORING BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, and the nationwide 
effort to fight one of the most prevalent can-
cers in the United States. For 25 years, we 
have used the month of October to highlight 
the admirable work in the campaign against 
breast cancer while also recognizing that we 
still have a great fight ahead of us. While 
there are over 2.5 million breast cancer sur-
vivors in the United States, at least 40,000 
more women are dying every year. One out of 
every eight women is afflicted, and my home 
state of Connecticut has the third highest rate 
of new breast cancer cases in the country. 

Recently the fight turned personal for me 
and my hometown of East Hartford. Judy 
Geier, a local 14-year veteran firefighter, wife 
of a police officer, and mother of five, was di-
agnosed with breast cancer in July and is cur-
rently undergoing chemotherapy. She expects 
surgery and radiation treatment in the near fu-
ture. I am proud of how Judy has shown 
strength and courage in this battle, and how 
the East Hartford Fire Department, led by Fire 
Chief John Oates, and the entire town have 
rallied around Geier and her family during this 
trying time. 

This was exemplified with the work of the 
Department did to bring the Pink Heals Tour 
to East Hartford. Founded by Arizona fire-
fighter, Mr. Dave Graybill, the Pink Heals Tour 
is engaged in a nationwide mission, armed 
with a caravan of pink fire trucks, to raise 
funds and involvement in communities to pre-
vent and treat breast cancer. When the East 
Hartford firefighters learned of the Pink Heals 
Tour and its mission, they worked hard to 
bring the Tour to East Hartford on behalf of 
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Judy. Pink Heals obliged, adding a last-minute 
stop to their nationwide journey. 

On October 1st, surrounded by the East 
Hartford Fire Department, community leaders, 
and the Geier Family, the Pink Heals Tour 
awarded Judy with a pink fire helmet in sup-
port of her admirable fight. 

As a nation we have made significant 
strides to increase the survival rate and im-
prove the lives of millions of women who have 
battled breast cancer. However, there is still a 
great amount of work to be done to raise 
awareness and improve access to preventive 

and treatment services for every woman. I am 
confident that with greater funding, increased 
awareness nationwide, and community sup-
port as displayed in East Hartford, we can 
come together and win this fight. 
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