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July, 41 African American men were deter-
mined to be eligible to be employed by the fire 
department. These men were appointed in 
three classes: 10 were appointed on October 
15, 1953; 10 were appointed December 20, 
1953, and 21 were appointed February 8, 
1954. Just a few days ago, we commemo-
rated the 55th anniversary of the completed 
integration. 

These brave men faced very difficult times. 
They overcame insurmountable challenges 
and obstacles in order to become great assets 
to the Baltimore City Fire Department. All of 
these men have made exceptional contribu-
tions; I will take a moment to highlight a few 
accomplishments. From the 1954 Class, 
James Crockett re-wrote the department rules 
and regulations for the Fire Board, served as 
President of the Board of Fire Commissioners, 
and now serves as Commissioner of the Balti-
more City Fire Department; Charles R. Thom-
as Sr. helped to start the first Baltimore City 
Fire Department, was active in starting the 
community outreach programs and led the 
charge to integrating the local labor union; and 
Herman Williams, Jr. became the first African 
American to be promoted to pump operator 
(driver), and is the first and only African Amer-
ican to become Chief of the Baltimore City 
Fire Department. 

Madam Speaker, as we champion the presi-
dency of Barack Obama, we must also re-
member the trailblazers who opened the door 
of opportunity to many in significant ways. It is 
with great admiration that these men who 
have paved the way for diversity within the 
Baltimore City Fire Department are recog-
nized. 

Class Appointed October 15, 1953 

Lee D. Babb 
Cicero Baldwin 
Ernest H. Barnes 
Louis Harden 
Earl C. Jones 
George C.W. McKnight 
Charles T. Miller 
Roy Parker 
Charles L. Scott 
Lindsay Washington, Jr. 

Class Appointed December 20, 1953 

Harvey Brown 
John Butler 
Thomas Chambers 
John Davis 
Randolph Handy 
John Johnson 
William Nesbit 
David Pipken 
Edgar Waddell 
Ben Wood 

Class Appointed February 8, 1954 

Theodore Baker 
Albert L. Biggers 
Harold Borrows 
Alfred Boyd 
William Brown 
Edward R. Bunch Jr 
Alfred Clinkscales 
James Crockett 
Alfred Daniels 
James Edwards 
Celester A. Hall 
Wade Morgan El 
John T. Murray 
Yeubeart L. Poe 

Raymond Purnell 
Hilton Roberts 
William L. Spicer 
Charles R. Thomas 
Eugene P. Watson 
Herman Williams Jr. 
Littleton B. Wyatt 
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KEEP FAMILIES TOGETHER 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2009 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about a very important bill that I just 
re-introduced, the Keeping Families Together 
Act of 2009 (H.R. 938). This bill would rein-
state judicial review to the immigration proc-
ess, end the practice of automatically detain-
ing productive members of our society for 
minor crimes they committed years ago and 
for which they have already served with their 
sentence, and allow immigrants previously de-
ported to appeal that decision. 

This law has allowed stable, long-term fami-
lies headed by legal immigrants to be torn 
apart because of minor crimes committed 
years ago—crimes for which the offender has 
already served their sentence! 

You may recall that a basic legislative at-
tempt to fix this law was passed by the House 
of Representatives in the 106th Congress, but 
it was never taken up by the Senate. The time 
has come to reverse the unfair so-called ‘‘im-
migration reforms’’ instituted by the Illegal Im-
migration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act of 1996. 

Please join me in supporting this critical leg-
islation to restore justice to our immigration 
process, by co-sponsoring the Keeping Fami-
lies Together Act of 2009. 
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HONORING MIAMI UNIVERSITY 
FOR ITS 200 YEARS OF COMMIT-
MENT TO EXTRAORDINARY 
HIGHER EDUCATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2009 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, as a 
native of Wisconsin, it may be strange that I 
am here to honor Miami University. However, 
this proud Wisconsinite is also a proud grad-
uate of Miami University. I graduated from 
Miami University in 1992. 

One of the reasons why I am here, standing 
and talking in the well of the House of Rep-
resentatives, is because of the lessons that I 
learned at Miami University. I studied both ec-
onomics and political science at Miami, and 
the excellent professors I had there—including 
Dr. Richard Hart—created an environment 
where intellectual curiosity was rewarded. It 
also was where I first became involved with 
politics. In fact, one of my early involvements 
in politics was working as a college Repub-
lican, working door-to-door for a new person 
running for Congress by the name of JOHN 
BOEHNER, our now esteemed minority leader, 
for whom I knocked on doors in Trenton, Ohio. 

But, more to the point, Mr. Speaker, this is 
the bicentennial of Miami University. Two-hun-
dred years of proud history. Founded in 1809, 
it is a school with such a rich history and 
proud tradition of top academic and athletic 
achievement. It is known as the ‘‘Cradle of 
Coaches’’ due to the high caliber of coaches 
it has produced, which includes such notables 
as Ara Parseghian, Paul Brown, and Woody 
Hayes. 

Miami has also gained national recognition 
as one of the best Universities in the country. 
Referred to as one of the ‘‘Public Ivies,’’ due 
to its outstanding academic reputation, Miami 
ranks as a top school for all academic pro-
grams, including its business program, its arts 
and sciences programs and its architecture 
program. Importantly, in a time of increasing 
globalization, it consistently ranks as one of 
the top schools for study abroad programs, in-
cluding the outstanding Transatlantic Seminar 
program. 

One of the great things about Miami is its 
beauty, its aesthetics. It’s one of the most 
beautiful campuses in America. The poet Rob-
ert Frost called Miami ‘‘the prettiest campus 
that ever was.’’ 

Miami University has such a rich tradition. It 
has produced so many great, faithful servants 
here in the Capitol, in public, in private institu-
tions. It’s a real honor and privilege for me to 
be able to be here to be a part of this resolu-
tion, to be a cosponsor of it, and to honor this 
tradition, I know that Miami’s best days are yet 
ahead. 
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WATER USE EFFICIENCY AND 
CONSERVATION RESEARCH ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong support of H.R. 631—the Water 
Use Efficiency and Conservation Research 
Act. I commend my colleague—Mr. MATHESON 
of Utah—for crafting this thoughtful legislation 
that was reported to the House on a broad bi-
partisan basis. 

Over the past couple of years, my home 
State of Georgia—and specifically my dis-
trict—has experienced significant and historic 
drought conditions that have brought to the 
forefront what the future may hold for our local 
water supply. 

In addition to the drought conditions in my 
district, a number of other states are facing 
similar challenges. Over the next five years, 
more than half of the states in our country an-
ticipate some sort of water shortage that will 
wreak havoc on our environment, as well as 
our economy. In these currently tumultuous 
economic times, we need to take every step 
possible to efficiently use our water supply to 
assist our struggling economy. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 631 promotes the adop-
tion of emerging technologies to help us make 
better use of one of our most precious re-
sources—water. This legislation addresses 
ways in which the Environmental Protection 
Agency can use its Office of Research and 
Development to promote technologies that in-
crease water efficiency and conservation via 
collection, treatment, and reuse of rainwater 
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and greywater, and research on water stor-
age. 

Mr. Speaker, at a time when water short-
ages are becoming more commonplace in our 
Nation, I applaud the bipartisan work of the 
Science Committee under the leadership of 
Chairman GORDON and Ranking Member HALL 
on this important legislation. They understand 
the need for us to work across the aisle on 
these important issues, and I commend them 
both for their leadership. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support H.R. 
631. 
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DEATH IN CUSTODY REPORTING 
ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 738, the Death in Cus-
tody Reporting Act of 2009. This legislation 
would mandate prompt reporting of prisoner 
and immigration detainee deaths in state and 
local prisons to the Attorney General. Under 
current law, many families of prisoners and 
detainees often do not receive timely informa-
tion regarding deaths in custody. An inmate 
death in a local and state correctional facility 
is a serious matter that deserves full reporting 
to family members as well as federal regu-
lators so that a full and transparent investiga-
tion can take place into the causes and cir-
cumstances surrounding a death. I applaud 
this Congress’s action on this critical issue 
and would hope that I can work with my col-
leagues to implement widespread reform in 
our Nation’s prison system. 

For too long, America has turned a blind 
eye to abuse and neglect in our prisons and 
detention centers. In particular, immigration 
prisons have been the focus of great concern 
as recent deaths in facilities in Virginia and my 
home state of Rhode Island have made the 
need for transparency as important as ever. 
Immigration detainees, many of whom have 
neither been charged nor convicted of a crimi-
nal act and are in custody awaiting a hearing 
or deportation, often do not receive timely or 
adequate health care. Others are indiscrimi-
nately transferred thousands of miles away 
from family members and legal counsel. 
These issues must be addressed in our ongo-
ing efforts to reform our prison system. This 
legislation lays the groundwork for those re-
forms and I applaud Chairman SCOTT’s leader-
ship on this issue. 

I thank Chairman SCOTT, and I would urge 
my colleagues to support this important bill. 
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SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL ENGI-
NEERS WEEK 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to support H. Res. 117, to ‘‘sup-

port the goals and ideals of National Engi-
neers Week, and for other purposes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 117 recognizes the 
need to support the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Engineers Week and its aims to in-
crease understanding of and interest in engi-
neering and technology careers and to pro-
mote literacy in math and science; and will 
work with the engineering community to make 
sure that the creativity and contribution of that 
community can be expressed through re-
search, development, standardization, and in-
novation. 

New discoveries and technologies are 
changing the way Americans live and work. 
Through dedicated research and development, 
engineers expand our knowledge and lay the 
foundation for the progress of our country. 
This week is an opportunity to recognize engi-
neers for their many contributions to our way 
of life and to encourage young people to pur-
sue their curiosity by studying math and 
science. 

Engineering education began in America 
under circumstances that differ substantially 
from those of the other leading professions. 
Medical schools, for example, were estab-
lished by individual physicians, and then 
loosely affiliated with universities. 

By contrast, engineers were first trained by 
apprenticeship, particularly on canal construc-
tion projects. This tradition was perpetuated 
on railroad construction projects, and later in 
factories and machine shops, long after col-
lege engineering programs were established. 
Eventually, engineering schools in the United 
States were sponsored by the federal govern-
ment (the U.S. Military Academy in 1802) and 
the land-grant colleges (beginning in 1862). 
They were also fostered by public-spirited citi-
zens who fostered the Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and from within established uni-
versities in response to interest or demand. 

The engineering workforce is the driver of 
society’s technological engine, an awesome 
responsibility. We will not be able to address 
this responsibility without diversifying the pool 
of science and engineering talent. This broad-
ening of participation must come from The 
Land of Plenty, our mostly untapped potential 
of underrepresented minorities and women— 
America’s ‘‘competitive edge’’ for the 21st cen-
tury. 

We know that more than any other species, 
humans are configured to be the most flexible 
learners. Humans are intentional learners, 
proactive in acquiring knowledge and skills. 
And, it turns out that we are more successful 
learners if we are mindful or cognizant of our-
selves as learners and thinkers. 

The revolution in information technologies 
connected and integrated researchers and re-
search fields in a way never before possible. 
The nation’s IT capability has acted like 
‘adrenaline’ to all of science and engineering. 
A next step is to build the most advanced 
computer-communications infrastructure for re-
searchers to use, while simultaneously broad-
ening its accessibility. 

The great state of Texas boasts excellent 
schools that produce many of the nation’s out-
standing engineers. Texas Tech University’s 
Whitacre College of Engineering is an inter-
nationally recognized research institution 
ranked among the best in the country. The 
Dwight Look College of Engineering at Texas 
A&M University is one of the largest engineer-

ing colleges in the nation, with nearly 9,000 
students and 12 departments. Texas A&M 
University ranks among the top five producers 
in the country for undergraduate engineering 
degrees. Prairie View A&M University’s Col-
lege of Engineering has a rich and well estab-
lished legacy of producing some of the most 
outstanding engineers, computer scientists 
and technologists in the nation. 

To date, our knowledge of the ‘‘science of 
learning,’’ is just the tip of the iceberg of what 
we have yet to learn. Our ultimate goal is truly 
not to waste a single child and to teach and 
train a workforce that is well prepared and can 
adapt and change. 

I thank my colleague, Rep. DANIEL LIPINSKI, 
of Illinois, for introducing this important resolu-
tion, to ensure that we continue to cultivate 
the understanding of and interest in engineer-
ing and technology careers that will be quite 
beneficial to society. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this resolution. 

f 

HONORING JOHN D. DINGELL FOR 
HOLDING THE RECORD AS THE 
LONGEST SERVING MEMBER OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

HON. CHET EDWARDS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate my friend and col-
league, JOHN DINGELL for becoming the long-
est serving Member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Mr. DINGELL’s service is unparalleled. For 53 
years, he has worked diligently for the Amer-
ican people and his legislative accomplish-
ments are unparalleled. Serving alongside 
Chairman DINGELL, I’ve come to know why he 
has earned the deep respect and admiration 
of scores of House Members, Senators and 
11 different Presidents. 

A true champion of health care reform, JOHN 
DINGELL has been at the center of every major 
health policy reform of the last 50 years. In 
1965, he was central to the creation of Medi-
care, a program that saves millions of elderly 
Americans from the horrors of poverty and dis-
ease every year. Continuing his fight for a 
healthier country, JOHN has worked on behalf 
of children, the poor, and many others who 
can’t afford quality heath care and has been a 
visionary in authoring legislation to ensure af-
fordable health care for all. 

Today JOHN DINGELL broke a record, but 
that record won’t be why we remember him. It 
will be his character, his accomplishments, 
and his unyielding belief that this institution 
can make a positive impact in the lives of ev-
eryday Americans. Today JOHN DINGELL made 
history, but his lasting legacy will be how he 
has shaped the history of a great nation 
through a lifetime of public service. 

I consider it one of the true privileges of my 
lifetime to know JOHN DINGELL as a colleague, 
a mentor and a close personal friend. His wis-
dom and his example of leadership will con-
tinue to make a difference for American fami-
lies long after we here are long gone. God 
bless JOHN DINGELL and the love of his life, his 
wife, Debra. 
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