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have the opportunity to say “no” to more
money for our own offices without opposing
needed increases for our veterans. This isn't
the way to do business.

Third, | regret that the first appropriations
priority of this Congress is the legislative
branch. While spending bills to support vet-
erans, border security, and our men and
women in uniform languish, we are sending a
bill to increase our allowances to the Presi-
dent. Our veterans should be first in line, not
us.

Because of this failure, the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs will, for the tenth time in 11
years, get its budget late. Late funding threat-
ens the quality of care at the VA and hinders
the VA’s ability to recruit well-trained medical
professionals, maintain facilities, and acquire
new equipment.

During testimony before the Senate Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee on July 27, 2007,
former VA medical center directors stated that
most VA budget cycles began via a continuing
resolution. As a result, decisions were made
on the basis of cost rather than on the basis
of the highest quality. The expression, “a day
late, a dollar short,” comes to mind.

By passing advanced appropriations for vet-
erans in this year’'s budget, we will make sure
the VA isn’t playing a waiting game with its
budget next year. But that doesn’t mean we
can fall down on the job of supporting our na-
tion’s veterans this year. We should be pass-
ing legislation to support our veterans, not
this.

——
EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
THE PEOPLE OF AMERICAN

SAMOA, SAMOA AND INDONESIA
IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE

EARTHQUAKES AND TSUNAMI
DEVASTATION
HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to express my deep condolences
to the people of American Samoa and Samoa
on Tuesday suffered a devastating tsunami
triggered by a powerful earthquake of 8.0 on
the Richter scale. The destructive path of the
tsunami has flattened villages and caused the
deaths of over a hundred people. | am truly
saddened by this devastating turn of events.
My thoughts and prayers are with the victims’
families during this most difficult time.

While hundreds of people are being treated
for injuries and as rescue efforts continue, |
am glad to see that relief supplies are getting
to the Pacific islands right away.

Madam Speaker, | also would like to extend
my condolences to the people of western In-
donesia who regrettably suffered a powerful
earthquake on Wednesday, where at least
1,100 people have been killed. The aftermath
of this earthquake has caused landslides and
trapped thousands under buildings, including
two hospitals. | send my deepest sympathies
to the families who have lost loved ones from
this devastating earthquake.

The valiant efforts of local authorities and
the Red Cross to rescue victims must not go
unnoticed. These brave individuals are on the
frontline and face many grave dangers to help
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those in need. | would also like to commend
my colleague and friend, Congressman ENI
FALEOMAVAEGA for his quick response to this
terrible tragedy. His leadership during this dif-
ficult time will undoubtedly help the people of
American Samoa and Samoa rebuild the Pa-
cific islands and restore it back to its beautiful
heritage.

Madam Speaker, the coming weeks and
months will be a very trying time for all those
affected by these natural disasters. | wish the
people of American Samoa and Samoa as
well as Indonesia a safe recovery.

———

RECOGNITION OF CITY YEAR NEW
YORK ON OPENING DAY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of City Year and especially City Year
New York to celebrate the Opening Day of the
'09-"10 City Year class. Tomorrow is Opening
Day for all 19 City Year sites, deploying 1,500
corps members in service to our country’s
high-need schools, including those in my dis-
trict.

The '09-'10 City Year New York class has
more than 230 young leaders representing 38
out of the 50 states, bringing a diverse group
of service-oriented individuals to help New
York’s children succeed. Being from the great
state of New York, | am proud that City Year
New York runs the largest City Year program
in the country.

| admire City Year for its continued service
and dedication to our New York communities.
Its goals to help students and schools suc-
ceed, build stronger communities, break down
social barriers, develop young leaders, and
foster active citizenship are what lead to make
our nation’s youth better equipped for tomor-
row’s challenges. City Year New York does
these things and more at several schools in
my community of Harlem, including Vito
Marcantonio, James Weldon Johnson, Luis
Munoz Rivera, and Jose Celso Barbosa ele-
mentary schools, and Jackie Robinson and
John S. Roberts middle schools.

Education is the most critical factor for de-
termining the future well-being of our children.
President Obama, City Year, and our partners
recognize that we cannot afford to fail in this
area because our economy and, more impor-
tantly, a united democracy depend on it. City
Year recognizes this success requires a whole
community effort and serves our students with
a team comprised of government officials,
school staffs, corporate partners, and youth
leaders.

Harlem was able to provide space for corps
training at The Minisink Town House of the
New York Mission Society. | am pleased that
community partnerships like these, and the
support of corporate partnerships, will ensure
that City Year New York is able to continue its
efforts and succeed in Harlem.

Let's continue to applaud and support City
Year, especially City Year New York, and all
service organizations as they continue building
better communities. | call upon my fellow
Members of Congress to join me in cele-
brating the Opening Day for these 1,500 corps
members as they embark on their missions of
service.
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NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
WHO SERVE OUR NATION IN THE
U.S. ARMY

HON. SPENCER BACHUS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride and admiration that | rise today to
honor the Non-Commissioned Officers from
the great state of Alabama who serve our Na-
tion in the United States Army.

NCOs from the my state have served in de-
fense of our freedoms, in support of our de-
mocracy, and in service to the citizens of the
state of Alabama during times of natural disas-
ters and to our Nation in times of national
emergencies at home and abroad.

Since 9/11, Army Reservists from Alabama
have deployed over 6,000 times and members
of the Alabama Army National Guard have
made over 15,000 deployments to the Global
War on Terror, many for the second, third, and
fourth time.

The U.S. Army has designated 2009 as the
“Year of the NCO” to pay tribute to the leader-
ship qualities and contributions of the Non-
Commissioned Officers charged with exe-
cuting the military organization’s mission and
training for personnel and equipment mainte-
nance that make their units function. Those
values are embodied in the NCO Creed, which
reads:

No one is more professional than I. I am a
Non-Commissioned Officer, a leader of sol-
diers. As a Non-Commissioned Officer, I real-
ize that I am a member of a time honored
corps, which is known as ‘The Backbone of
the Army’. I am proud of the Corps of Non-
Commissioned Officers and will at all times
conduct myself so as to bring credit upon the
Corps, the Military Service and my country
regardless of the situation in which I find
myself. I will not use my grade or position to
attain pleasure, profit, or personal safety;

Competence is my watchword. My two
basic responsibilities will always be upper-
most in my mind—accomplishment of my
mission and the welfare of my soldiers. I will
strive to remain technically and tactically
proficient. I am aware of my role as a Non-
Commissioned Officer. I will fulfill my re-
sponsibilities inherent in that role. All sol-
diers are entitled to outstanding leadership;
I will provide that leadership. I know my sol-
diers and I will always place their needs
above my own. I will communicate consist-
ently with my soldiers and never leave them
uninformed. I will be fair and impartial when
recommending both rewards and punish-
ment;

Officers of my unit will have maximum
time to accomplish their duties; they will
not have to accomplish mine. I will earn
their respect and confidence as well as that
of my soldiers. I will be loyal to those with
whom 1 serve; seniors, peers, and subordi-
nates alike. I will exercise initiative by tak-
ing appropriate action in the absence of or-
ders. I will not compromise my integrity,
nor my moral courage. I will not forget, nor
will I allow my comrades to forget that we
are professionals, Non-Commissioned Offi-
cers, leaders!

It is an honor to draw attention to these
brave soldiers, and | commend Alabama’s
Army Non-Commissioned Officers for their
service to our State and the Nation.
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RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE
OF MICHAEL SHIMANSKY

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, today |
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the
life of Michael Shimansky, who passed away
peacefully at age 65 on September 15, 2009.

Mike Shimansky was the longest serving
member of the Danville Town Council since
the town’s incorporation in 1982. He was
elected in 1989 and served for 20 years with
a deep rooted sense of public service and
strong belief in giving back to the community
in which he lived. | knew Mike on a personal
basis, and he was a warm and genuine man.
His passion for public service extended be-
yond his role as a Danville Town Council
member. He was well known for officiating
local soccer games, lacrosse games and track
meets. | remember Mike as a fixture at events
to raise money for positive causes, such as
presiding over Primo’s Run for Education, and
the Hats Off America Run, which raises
money for the benefit of surviving families of
our fallen soldiers.

Mr. Shimansky also represented the town of
Danville through appointments to numerous
other boards, committees and commissions.
He was currently serving on the Central
Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority, Contra
Costa Transit Authority, and San Ramon Val-
ley Disaster Council; and as the Contra Costa
Mayors’ Conference appointee on the S.F.
Bay Area Air Quality Management District
Board and the East Bay Regional Park District
Advisory Committee and the Elections Citizen
Advisory Committee. Prior to his election to
the town council, Mr. Shimansky served as a
member of the town’s inaugural Parks and
Leisure Services Commission.

Mike was also a friend to our veterans in
the San Ramon Valley. As a member of the
Danville Park and Leisure Services Commis-
sion, he was instrumental in the establishment
of the All Wars Memorial at Oak Hill Park. A
local veterans organization, the Vietham Vet-
erans of Diablo Valley described him as, “a
truly outstanding and dedicated—beloved man
of the community—in which he served and
lived.”

Michael Shimansky’s passion for public
service did not stop at home. In addition to
being deeply involved in the local community,
he volunteered to help his fellow citizens dur-
ing times of national crisis, by going to New
Orleans to join the American Red Cross’ ef-
forts in both the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina
in 2005, and during the wildfires that dev-
astated many homes and communities in San
Diego County in 2007.

Mike was a valued and respected leader
who touched the lives of many and improved
the quality of life in Danville for decades to
come. He always worked for the common
good and led by example. In the words of one
of his fellow council members, “People loved
him for his work ethic. Every decision he
made, he had the people of Danville in mind.”

Michael Shimanksy’s efforts as a volunteer
and unwavering dedication to public service
leave a legacy that will continue to benefit the
people of Danville, the State of California and
our great Nation for generations to come. It is
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for these reasons that | ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring the memory of Michael
Shimansky in sending our thoughts and pray-
ers to his beloved family and friends.

HONORING THE LONG VALLEY
WOMAN’S CLUB

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Long Valley Woman’s
Club in Morris County, New Jersey, which is
celebrating its 95th Anniversary this year.

Originally named the “Home Bureau,” The
Long Valley Woman’s Club was founded in
1914 by a group of twelve dedicated commu-
nity leaders at the home of Mrs. Frank Castle,
who served as their first president. The
women met regularly for monthly “Meet and
Eat” sessions, at which they would dine, while
sharing recipes with each other.

The Long Valley Woman’s Club eventually
transformed into a service-based organization,
providing valuable support for the community.
Most notably, the Long Valley Woman’s Club
was responsible for providing the Washington
Township Fire Company with its first alarm
system, donating essential life-saving equip-
ment to the local first aid squad, and contrib-
uting funds for the building of a hospital. The
club also led the charge for establishing
Washington Township’s first free public library.
The Long Valley Woman’s Club has a long-
standing tradition of providing clothing, food,
and monetary donations to those in need, as
well as scholarships and awards to hard-work-
ing young people in the community.

In 1930, the Long Valley Woman’s Club was
recognized for its outstanding volunteer serv-
ices when it became a member of the New
Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs
and the General Federation of Women’s
Clubs.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the mem-
bers of the Long Valley Woman'’s Club as they
celebrate 95 dedicated years of serving our
community.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to the House Republican standards on ear-
marks, | am submitting the following informa-
tion in regards to H.R. 3183, the Fiscal Year
2010 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill.

Project Name: Wappapello Lake, MO

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: MRT—Operations and Mainte-
nance

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Poplar Bluff, Missouri

Address of Requesting Entity: 101 Oak St.
Poplar Bluff, Missouri 63901

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $5,232,000 for Wappapello Lake, MO
MR&T Operations and Maintenance. This
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funding is for routine operation and mainte-
nance, as well as work on U.S. Highway 67.
This request is consistent with the intended
and authorized purpose of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, MR&T Operations and
Maintenance Account.

Project Name: Bois Brule Drainage and
Levee District, MO

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: Construction

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Bois
Brule Levee and Drainage District of Perry
County, MO

Address of Requesting Entity: P.O. Box 347,
Perryville, MO 63775

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $1,938,000 to continue work on a flood
damage reduction and deficiency correction
project conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Approximately, $400,000 to award
a contract for the Missouri Chute pump sta-
tion; $420,000 to complete exploration and de-
sign of relief wells; and $1,118,000 to con-
struct additional relief wells. This request is
consistent with the intended and authorized
purpose of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Construction General Account.

Project Name: Cape Girardeau (Floodwall),
MO

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: Construction

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Cape Girardeau

Address of Requesting Entity: 401 Inde-
pendence Street, Cape Girardeau, MO 63703

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $183,000 to continue work on a flood dam-
age reduction project conducted by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers. The $183,000 will
be used to complete the rehabilitation of the
floodwall. This request is consistent with the
intended and authorized purpose of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Construction Gen-
eral Account.

Project Name: Clearwater Lake, MO (Seep-
age Control)

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: Construction

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Piedmont

Address of Requesting Entity: 115 West
Green Street, Piedmont, MO 63957

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $37,791,000 for Clearwater Major Rehabili-
tation Project to continue work on a flood con-
trol project conducted by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers. The $37,791,000 will be used to
complete Phase I(b) construction and continue
Phase Il to construct a cutoff wall. This re-
quest is consistent with the intended and au-
thorized purpose of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Construction General Account.

Project Name: Mississippi River Levees,
AR, IL, KY, LA, MS, MO & TN

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: MRT—Construction

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Bootheel
Regional Planning and Economic Develop-
ment Commission

Address of Requesting Entity: 105 E. North
Main Street, Dexter, MO 63841

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $44,702,000 for Mississippi River Levees
(MR&T) to continue work on flood protection
projects conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. This request is consistent with the
intended and authorized purpose of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Mississippi River
and Tributaries, Construction Account.
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