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IN HONOR OF CITY MANAGER
LARRY CUNNINGHAM

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the former City Manager Larry
Cunningham for his years of service to the
City of North Richland Hills and the North
Texas region.

After a public service career that spans
more than four decades, Larry Cunningham
retired this year from his position as City Man-
ager of North Richland Hills, which he has
held since 1997. Prior to being appointed City
Manager, he served as the North Richland
Hills Finance Director, as well as City Man-
ager in Lubbock, Texas.

During  his  tenure, City = Manager
Cunningham was known for his integrity, dedi-
cation, and enthusiasm. Under his leadership,
North Richland Hills has remained financially
stable and continued to grow, even during
changes in the economy. The City’s bond rat-
ing ranks it among the top 2 percent in the
state and top 10 percent nationwide.

Larry Cunningham’s service to the City in-
cludes a number of initiatives that improved
the quality of life for the residents of North
Richland Hills. Under his leadership, over 30
Parks and Recreation Facilities were con-
structed in the city. Mr. Cunningham also
worked to improve public safety, enacting
drainage improvements and flood control, up-
grading Fire Department facilities, and sup-
porting increased police patrol and crime pre-
vention programs. He was also instrumental in
the creation of the North Richland Hills’ Art in
Public Spaces Program, helping to create a
distinctive community identity. Many of his
projects will continue to develop long after Mr.
Cunningham’s retirement.

It is with great honor that | recognize City
Manager Larry Cunningham for his years of
hard work and dedication given to the citizens
of North Richland Hills and North Texas. | am
proud to represent him in Washington. His
service sets a standard of devotion and true
leadership, one that will endure.

FEDERAL SPENDING
HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, if
federal spending is not reigned in—we will find
it more and more difficult to avoid the looming
financial crisis that lies ahead. Getting a han-
dle on the out-of-control spending in Wash-
ington D.C. is my top priority. Families and
businesses across the country are tightening
their belts in these tough economic times, but
Congress continues to spend like there is no
tomorrow. For the sake of future generations,
we have to restore a sense of fiscal responsi-
bility to this town.

Over the August recess, the Congressional
Budget Office, CBO, released an updated
budget projection showing the federal govern-
ment running deficits equal to $8.7 trillion over
the FY 2009-FY 2019 period.
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The continued spending by this Congress is
unacceptable and must be stopped. This is a
path we should not have gone down; first it
was the $700 billion financial bailout, then the
so-called $787 billion stimulus. America’s
hardworking taxpayers deserve better—a Con-
gress that is accountable and one that shows
restraint.

During the debate on the FY 2010 Budget
Resolution, | proposed a balanced budget. It
was a first step in setting our nation’s fiscal
priorities and getting spending under control.

After the Congress adopted the budget res-
olution, | offered a modest next step by offer-
ing a series of “fiscal discipline amendments”
to hold the line on runaway federal spending
during the FY 2010 appropriations process.
These amendments would force the govern-
ment to live on last year’s income.

Yesterday, | offered an amendment in the
Rules Committee to the Continuing Resolution
for FY 2010, in order to once again attempt to
hold the line on spending by saving taxpayers
$84 billion. This amendment reflects our val-
ues. The American people are tired of this
blank check and this bailout mentality that has
got a hold of Washington. The people are sick
of bailouts and rising deficits. And furthermore,
they are tired of the piling debt that is crushing
the future of our children and grandchildren.
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. JORDAN OF OHIO

In section 101 (relating to rate for oper-
ations under CR)—

(1) insert ‘‘(a)” after the section designa-
tion; and

(2) insert at the end the following new sub-
sections:

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c),
whenever the amount that would be made
available under subsection (a) for a project
or activity is greater than the amount that
was made available for such project or activ-
ity in appropriations Acts for fiscal year
2008, the project or activity shall be contin-
ued at a rate for operations as provided in
such Acts and under the authority and condi-
tions provided in such Acts.

(c) Whenever the amount that would be
made available under subsection (a) for a
project or activity covered by the Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2010,
the Department of Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Act, 2010, or the Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs Appropria-
tions Act, 2010 is less than the amount that
would be made available for such project or
activity by such appropriations Acts as
passed by the House of Representatives, the
project or activity shall be continued at a
rate for operations as provided in such ap-
propriations Acts, as passed by the House.

In section 106(3) (relating to period covered
by CR), strike the specified date and insert
‘““‘September 30, 2010°".

———

HONORING SENIOR SPECIAL
AGENT AND RETIRED LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL KRAIG E.
HANKINS

HON. GEOFF DAVIS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Senior Special Agent and
retired Lieutenant Colonel Kraig E. Hankins, a
resident of Ashland, Kentucky.

After more than thirty years of Federal serv-
ice, Senior Special Agent Hankins is retiring
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from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives to accept the position of
Operations Officer and Training Manager with
the Tri-State Airport Authority in Huntington,
West Virginia.

Senior Special Agent Hankins began his
federal investigative career in Columbia, South
Carolina, and has since held a number of po-
sitions both domestically and abroad.

He has served as a senior instructor and
Chief of the Academy Operations Branch at
the ATF National Academy in Glynco, Geor-
gia. Senior Special Agent Hankins has also
held positions in ATF Field Offices in New
Hampshire, Guam, and most recently, in Ash-
land, Kentucky, where he worked with bomb
squads and investigators throughout the Com-
monwealth as a Certified Explosives Spe-
cialist.

In 2008, Senior Special Agent Hankins re-
tired from the USAF Reserve as a Lieutenant
Colonel after thirty-four years of service. He
served in Operation Enduring Freedom as the
Senior Designated Military Officer, Office for
the Administrative Review of Detention of
Enemy Combatants at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in applauding Senior Special Agent
Hankins for his distinguished career and offer
our thanks for his service and sacrifice. | wish
him and his family all the best as they enter
this new chapter of their lives.

———

IN MEMORY OF JEFFERY R.
“PUFF” ADAMS

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with
sadness that | inform the House of the death
of Jeffery R. “Puff” Adams, Ray County’s pre-
siding commissioner.

Mr. Adams was born in Richmond, Missouri,
in 1957. After graduating from Richmond High
School, he became involved with many Rich-
mond community activities. For example, he
was a lifetime member of the Richmond All
Sports Club. He also served on the Spartan
Football Chain Gang for several years. Since
1990, he was responsible for painting the
Spartan football field before every football
game. Additionally, he was past president of
the Richmond Little League Baseball program.
He also coached several of Richmond’s Parks
and Recreation girls’ softball teams. In 2008,
Jeff was named the grand marshall of the
Richmond Spartan Homecoming Parade. He
was a loyal alumni and lifetime supporter of
the Richmond sports community.

In addition to his involvement with Rich-
mond athletics, Mr. Adams served in a variety
of community roles. He served on the Mid-
America Regional Council for Presiding Com-
missioners Board, Ray County’s 911 Board,
Ray County’s Rural Fire Department Board,
and Ray County’s Planning and Zoning Board.
He was past president and served on the
Shirkey Golf Club Board, and was very active
on the Club House Building Association. Jeff
was co-owner of Adams and Howell Floor
Covering in Richmond.

Madam Speaker, Jeffery Adams was a re-
spected leader in the Richmond community. |
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am certain that the members of the House will
join me in extending their heartfelt condo-
lences to his family and friends. He will be
greatly missed.

REMEMBERING JIM BRADSHAW

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to remember former Forth Worth City
Councilman Jim Bradshaw, who helped to
positively shape his community by serving its
citizens.

Mr. Bradshaw graduated from Baylor Uni-
versity and soon after began his career in
North Texas. He was elected Mayor Pro Tem
by the city council, serving beside Hugh
Parmer in 1977. Mr. Bradshaw resigned from
the city council to challenge House Majority
Leader Jim Wright, who remembered Brad-
shaw as being tough competition. Bradshaw
also ran against Tom Vandergriff for the 26th
Distict seat in the House of Representatives.
He was not successful in the bid, but it did not
deter him from continuing in public service.

Mr. Bradshaw’s service to his community
went far beyond his time spent on the city
council. He sat on advisory boards for the Re-
covery Resource Council and the Betty Ford
Center. Bradshaw’s own experiences led him
to help others battle addiction, and in 2005
President George W. Bush awarded him The
President’s Call to Service Award. Mr. Brad-
shaw also served on the board of the United
Way, March of Dimes, and was the recipient
of Bank of America’s Local Hero Award for
Neighborhood Excellence in 2006.

It is with great honor that | remember Mr.
Jim Bradshaw for his tenacity in public service
as well as his strong commitment to his com-
munity. We will always remember the example
he set, and he will be greatly missed.

RECOGNIZING SOUTH TEXAS
ACADEMIC RISING SCHOLARS

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the leadership of the South
Texas Academic Rising Scholars (STARS) or-
ganization. This nonprofit organization has
been critical in helping local students obtain
higher education at schools of their choosing.

The South Texas Academic Rising Scholars
was established in October 2002, with the
goal of making higher education accessible to
the students of south Texas.

Higher education is the gateway to advanc-
ing one’s future. As one of eight children born
to migrant parents in the border town of La-
redo, Texas, | value the significance education
has in our lives. There’s no doubt that my
education has charted the course of my public
service career. As a Hispanic-American, edu-
cation helped me defy odds which still exist for
millions of minorities today.

As we celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month
we should recognize the role higher education
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plays in progressing minority communities and
dissolving the disparities. With education
comes opportunity; it's an undeniable equation
that makes a difference in people’s lives.

The STARS Student Scholarship Fund
awards scholarships to qualified students of
south Texas annually and partners with area
colleges and universities to better serve the
students of south Texas. To this day, STARS
has been able to award thousands of scholar-
ships to south Texas students. | join the orga-
nization in the belief that education is essential
to the growth and enhancement of our com-
munity.

The success of STARS is not only due to
those managing the program, but also in large
part due to generous individuals, businesses,
and organizations that support the organiza-
tion. | am proud to say that 100 percent of
every dollar contributed by sponsors goes to-
ward student scholarships. The board of direc-
tors is comprised of a diverse group of com-
munity leaders dedicated to helping south
Texas students achieve higher education.

This truly is a grassroots effort that has
given thousands students in south Texas op-
portunities that wouldn’t have existed other-
wise.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have had
the time to recognize the goals and endeavors
of the South Texas Academic Rising Scholars.

———

IN HONOR OF VERNON J. BRYANT
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor my friend and constituent, Mr.
Vernon J. Bryant, for nearly 30 years of public
service to the people of the State of North
Carolina in the Department of Correction.

Since joining the North Carolina Division of
Community Corrections in 1981, Mr. Bryant
has steadily advanced in his responsibilities.
He currently serves in the Probation/Parole di-
vision of the Department of Correction as Dis-
trict Manager of District 6A where he manages
about 30 corrections staff. Vernon Bryant
began his career as a Court Intake Officer and
performed admirably over the next 19 years
as Probation and Patrol Officer, Intensive Offi-
cer and as Chief Probation and Parole Officer.
It was in these capacities that | became most
acquainted with Mr. Bryant while | served as
a Superior Court Judge presiding over the
Courts of District 6A. Mr. Bryant interacted
with me on a daily basis and | came to believe
that he is one of the finest corrections officials
in North Carolina. He is a true professional.

Madam Speaker, the Speaker of the North
Carolina House of Representatives appointed
Vernon Bryant to the North Carolina Criminal
Justice Education and Training Standards
Commission, which is responsible for the
issuance, suspension, and revocation of law
enforcement and criminal justice officers’ cer-
tification. He has also served as a member of
the North Carolina Probation and Parole Asso-
ciation and Criminal Justice Partnership Advi-
sory Board for Halifax County.

In addition to his work at the North Carolina
Division of Community Corrections, Mr. Bryant
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provides community service through Church,
boards, commissions and other activities. He
is a member and Chairman of the Roanoke
Rapids Board of Education. He was first ap-
pointed to the Board of Education 1997 and
has served as Chairman of the board since
1999. Mr. Bryant also serves as a volunteer
youth coach for basketball and soccer, serves
on the Halifax Regional Medical Center Board
of Directors as Vice Chairman, and is Board
Chairman for the State Employee’s Credit
Union Advisory Board.

Vernon Bryant is a devout Christian and
demonstrates his values and beliefs in every
aspect of his life. He serves as a member of
the Roanoke Rapids Recreation Department
Advisory Board and is president and co-found-
er of Exodus of Youth, Inc., a volunteer non-
profit organization that mentors 75 at-risk
youth in four northeastern North Carolina
counties. Mr. Bryant continues to give count-
less hours to bettering his community and
there is no doubt that he will continue his
community service following his well deserved
retirement.

Vernon Bryant is married to Sandra W. Bry-
ant and is the father of two adult children,
Kendel and Kevin, who are also distinguishing
themselves with their educational pursuits.

Madam Speaker, on Monday, September
28, 2009, friends and colleagues will join to-
gether to celebrate Vernon Bryant’s three dec-
ades of exemplary service to the people of
Halifax County and the State of North Caro-
lina.

| ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
Mr. Vernon Bryant much success in his retire-
ment and thank him for all his years of out-
standing public service.

—————

RECOGNIZING RICK SCHEWE,
LABOR MAN OF THE YEAR FOR
THE SOUTHWESTERN ILLINOIS
CENTRAL LABOR COUNCIL

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Rick Schewe and congratulating him
on being named the “George R. Badgley
Labor Man of the Year” for the Southwestern
lllinois Central Labor Council.

Rick Schewe comes from a union family. In
fact, his father was honored with this same
award in 1978. Upon joining the Laborers
Union in 1973, Rick quickly assumed a leader-
ship role within his local. He served as Sec-
retary-Treasurer for 29 years, assistant busi-
ness manager for nine years and business
manager for 13 years. Rick has represented
his local at seven International Conventions
and currently is president of the Twelve Coun-
ties Southwestern lllinois Laborers District
Council.

In addition to his many activities and re-
sponsibilities in representing the working men
and women of our area, Rick has found time
to volunteer within his community, including
organizing blood drives and volunteering for
the Salvation Army fund-raising campaign.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in an expression of appreciation and con-
gratulations to Mr. Rick Schewe, a true cham-
pion of organized labor.
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