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thank the gentlewoman from Ohio for intro-
ducing this resolution and urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting the important contribu-
tions these women have made and continue 
to make across the country. 
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NATIONAL JOB CORPS DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 22, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 163, 
which expresses support for the designation of 
September 23, 2009 as National Job Corps 
Day. The Job Corps is an essential program 
that provides vocational training for thousands 
of young Americans each year, helping to inte-
grate them into the U.S. workforce. 

The Job Corps was created under the De-
partment of Labor in 1964 as a part of Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson’s War on Poverty. 
The Job Corps was modeled after the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC), which was estab-
lished during the Great Depression in an effort 
to house, train, and find employment for young 
people. Like the CCC before it, Job Corps 
seeks not only to provide vocational training 
but also to teach life skills and build character 
in participants. The Job Corps helps to foster 
professionalism by maintaining a strict zero- 
tolerance policy with regards to criminal activ-
ity for admitted participants as well as a code 
of conduct that includes rules for appearance. 

I am proud of the four Job Corps campuses 
in my home state of Texas. Job Corps has a 
regional headquarters in Dallas, Texas and 
operates campuses in the North, Central, 
South, and West regions of Texas. The Gary 
Job Corps center in San Marcos, Texas was 
inaugurated in 1964 by President Johnson. 
Today, the Gary campus has the largest GED 
program in the state of Texas. The Job Corps 
has provided thousands of Texans with the 
education and training they need to be suc-
cessful at work and in life. 

I also want to mention the job fairs that I 
have hosted in my district of Houston, TX to 
help counter rising unemployment, designed to 
help all in need, including the young people 
that Job Corps assists. At the job fair in Hous-
ton last weekend, over 50 companies and 
government agencies attended and held on- 
site interviews. These events were incredible 
successes and embodied the spirit of the Job 
Corps program. 

Over its 45 year history, the Job Corps has 
helped nearly 3 million young people join the 
American workforce. The Job Corps operates 
123 campuses across the United States, as-
sisting nearly 60,000 students each year. The 
Job Corps is a refuge for high school drop-
outs, providing academic remediation and em-
powering them to join the workforce through 
career preparation and development. For that 
reason, the Job Corps has been called the 
largest and most successful high school drop-
out recovery program in the U.S. 

The success of the Job Corps program in 
changing the lives of its participants is evident 
in the following statistics. After eight months in 
the Job Corps program, the average partici-
pant will have a high school diploma and an 
improved literacy level. Seventy-five percent of 

Job Corps graduates will secure employment 
or enter into military service. 

The benefits of the Job Corps go beyond 
the impact on the lives of the youth who par-
ticipate in the program. The Job Corps en-
hances the workforce in communities across 
the country by partnering with labor organiza-
tions and employers to develop specifically re-
quested skills. These partnerships include in-
ternships and other hands-on training experi-
ences that enhance the youth participants’ 
employability. The benefits of Job Corps also 
extend to the community where youths per-
form millions of hours of community service, 
instilling the value of giving-back to the com-
munity. 

Finally, it is important that we note that Na-
tional Job Corps Day also honors the 15,000 
staff members who work hard to ensure that 
the participants get the best training possible. 
Without the hard work of these men and 
women, Job Corps would not have been able 
to help millions of young people enter the 
workforce and become productive citizens. 
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EXPRESSING A NATION’S APPRE-
CIATION FOR THE HEROIC STAFF 
OF HILLSDALE HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER– 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, every week-
day morning, millions of parents send our chil-
dren off to school, entrusting their care to the 
teachers, administrators and other profes-
sionals who do their best to make school as 
safe and supportive an environment as pos-
sible. Yet we are reminded, far too often, that 
no one’s safety is guaranteed if a disturbed 
person or group is intent on committing an act 
of violence. 

On August 24th, a former student with his 
mind set on mayhem entered the campus of 
San Mateo California’s Hillsdale High School 
with enough weapons and explosive devices 
to kill or injure hundreds. The remarkable fact 
that no one was seriously hurt is due entirely 
to the heroic efforts of the staff who, according 
to Principal Jeffrey Gilbert, ‘‘More ran toward 
the explosion than away from it.’’ 

Student services aide Jana Torres, a district 
employee since 2001 and known for her 
strong relationship with students, saw the 
attacker attempting to start a chainsaw and 
yelled at him to stop. Instead, he lit a pipe 
bomb and hurled it at her. Disregarding her 
own safety, Ms. Torres called for help and 
jumped over the device to pursue the attacker 
as the pipe bomb detonated behind her. 

Just as a second bomb went off, 12-year 
teaching veteran Kennet Santana, a favorite 
among students for his innate ability to inspire 
and motivate young people, tackled the run-
ning assailant before he could ignite more of 
the home-made bombs he had strapped to his 
vest. 

Coming to Kennet’s aid were Principal Gil-
bert, a former Hillsdale teacher known for his 
easy-going and patient manner, and counselor 
Edgardo Canda, another former teacher who 
has found his calling as a counselor, able to 
relate to students on many levels. They 
helped subdue and hold the attacker until po-
lice arrived. 

Madam Speaker, at that point in time, none 
of these heroes knew if—or how many—oth-
ers were part of this plot or if the bombs 
strapped to the desperate young man’s vest 
were about to detonate. 

Ms. Torres, Mr. Santana, Mr. Gilbert and 
Mr. Canda have rightly and appropriately been 
singled out by their community. They, along 
with the brave officers of the San Mateo Po-
lice Department, in particular the first respond-
ers—Captain Kevin Raffaelli and Officers Rick 
Apecechea, Jeff Dellinges and Roberto Gon-
zalez—deserve our gratitude for their selfless 
acts of heroism. 

So, too, does the entire staff at Hillsdale 
High School that morning. As Principal Gilbert 
said, ‘‘We’re getting a lot of the credit but 
there were a lot of teachers who basically 
stood their ground and said we’re going to do 
whatever it takes to protect our kids.’’ 

Madam Speaker, our entire nation is eter-
nally grateful for the dedication of these and 
so many other public education professionals 
who, every day at schools across this country, 
take on the awesome responsibility of doing 
‘‘whatever it takes’’ to educate, prepare, and 
protect our children. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
RACHELLE WHITMAN FOR WIN-
NING THE GIRLS’ DIVISION IV 
STATE SOFTBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Rachelle Whitman showed hard 

work and dedication to the sport of softball; 
and 

Whereas, Rachelle Whitman was a sup-
portive coach; and 

Whereas, Rachelle Whitman always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the field; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with her friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Rachelle Whitman on 
winning the Girls’ Division IV State Softball 
Championship. We recognize the tremendous 
hard work and sportsmanship she has dem-
onstrated during the 2008–2009 softball sea-
son. 
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HONORING DIANE REHM 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the outstanding achieve-
ments of one of our nation’s great radio talk 
show hosts, Diane Rehm. Diane is celebrating 
her 30th anniversary at WAMU 88.5 FM, 
where she hosts The Diane Rehm Show. The 
show is distributed nationally and internation-
ally by NPR and NPR Worldwide and is esti-
mated to have a U.S. audience of over two 
million listeners. In 2007 and 2008, the show 
was the only live call-in talk show to be named 
among the top ten most powerful programs in 
public radio. 
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Diane began her radio career in 1973 as a 

volunteer producer at WAMU, despite having 
had no prior radio experience. Ten months 
later, she was hired as an assistant producer. 
She became host of WAMU’s Kaleidoscope in 
1979 and hosted her first session of ‘‘Open 
Phones’’ when one of her guests failed to 
show up. Shortly thereafter, in 1984, the show 
got a new name: The Diane Rehm Show. In 
1998, her career nearly came to a halt be-
cause of a puzzling speech problem. She was 
diagnosed and treated for spasmodic 
dysphonia, a neurological disorder. Not to be 
defeated, she returned to the show and made 
a point of calling attention to this condition. In 
2000, she interviewed President Bill Clinton 
and became the first radio talk show host to 
interview a sitting President in the Oval Office. 
Her guests have also included President 
Jimmy Carter, Vice President Dick Cheney, 
Secretary of State Colin Powell, Supreme 
Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu, V.S. Naipaul, Toni 
Morrison, Annie Leibovitz, George Soros, Ted 
Koppel, Julia Child and the beloved Mr. Rog-
ers. 

Diane became a best-selling memoirist with 
the publication of Finding My Voice in 1999, 
which was followed by her compelling and 
deeply personal book about marriage, Toward 
Commitment, co-written with her husband, 
John Rehm. 

Diane has received many personal honors 
over the years, including being named a Paul 
H. Nitze Senior Fellow at St. Mary’s College of 
Maryland and being inducted into the Class of 
2004 Hall of Fame by the Washington, DC 
Chapter of the Society of Professional Journal-
ists. She was honored as a Fellow by the So-
ciety of Professional Journalists, the highest 
honor the Society bestows on a journalist. 
Diane was also named by Washingtonian 
magazine in 2006 as one of Washington’s 
‘‘100 Most Powerful Women,’’ and in 2007 as 
one of the ‘‘150 Most Influential People in 
Washington.’’ 

In 2006, Diane became the inaugural recipi-
ent of the Urbino Press Award, headquartered 
in Urbino, Italy, which recognized her ‘‘long 
and prestigious career in journalism.’’ In 2008, 
the University Club of Washington, D.C. hon-
ored her with ‘‘The Distinguished Washing-
tonian Award in Literature and the Arts.’’ She 
has been awarded honorary degrees from the 
Virginia Theological Seminary, Washington 
College, and McDaniel College. Diane’s loyalty 
and devotion to WAMU and American Univer-
sity were recognized in 2007 when she was 
invited to receive an honorary degree and de-
liver the College of Arts and Sciences’ com-
mencement address. 

Over the years, Diane’s listeners have also 
come to know Diane’s family—her husband, 
John, her children David and Jennifer, and her 
grandchildren—and her dear friend Bishop 
Jane Holmes Dixon, with whom she speaks 
every day. 

On a personal note, I am a longtime fan and 
admirer of Diane Rehm and have had the 
privilege of being a guest on her show. While 
those of us who live and listen in the Wash-
ington, DC region consider Diane our own, 
she has avid listeners and admirers through-
out the country. We take great pride in having 
her as a member of our community. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Diane Rehm for her outstanding 30-year ca-
reer at WAMU and for the impact she has had 
on public radio broadcasting. 

HONORING ROSALIND L. WEE 

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Rosa-
lind Wee as the recipient of the 2009 Pearl S. 
Buck International Woman of the Year Award. 
This achievement is awarded to ‘‘women who 
make outstanding contributions in the areas of 
cross-cultural understanding, humanitarian 
outreach, and improving the quality of life and 
expanding opportunities for children around 
the world.’’ Ms. Wee is one of only 27 women 
to receive this prestigious and well-deserved 
award. 

Ms. Wee has shown herself to be a dedi-
cated humanitarian throughout the years, serv-
ing as the treasurer of the Quezon City Chap-
ter of the Philippine National Red Cross, the 
President of the Pearl S. Buck Foundation 
Philippines and the President of Philippine 
Federation of Local Councils of Women. 

Her accomplishments also extend into the 
business world, where she is the founder and 
director of the Marine Resources Development 
Corporation and the owner and developer of 
First Marcel Properties, Inc. 

She is also the proud mother of six chil-
dren—and even with such a busy schedule, 
she still manages to find time to indulge her 
passion for golf. She has encouraged many 
other women to do so as the President of the 
Manila Lady Golfers Foundation. 

Ms. Wee has been able to accomplish all of 
her successes as a humanitarian, entre-
preneur, mother and grandmother despite hav-
ing been blinded after having a brain tumor 
operation 17 years ago. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
Ms. Rosalind Wee for her outstanding con-
tributions to her community and the world at 
large. She serves as an inspiration to all of us 
and demonstrates that the only limitations to 
our goals are those we choose to accept. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
LYDIA STOCKERT FOR WINNING 
THE GIRLS’ DIVISION IV STATE 
SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Lydia Stockert showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of softball; and 
Whereas, Lydia Stockert was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Lydia Stockert always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the field; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with her friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Lydia Stockert on win-
ning the Girls’ Division IV State Softball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard 
work and sportsmanship she has dem-
onstrated during the 2008–2009 softball sea-
son. 

ADMINISTRATION ONCE AGAIN 
SIDELINES HUMAN RIGHTS 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I again rise to 
express my deep disappointment with the 
Obama administration’s sidelining of human 
rights in U.S. foreign policy. 

I submit for the RECORD an op-ed from to-
day’s Washington Post aptly titled ‘‘A Cold 
Shoulder to Liberty.’’ Columnist Michael 
Gerson writes of the administration’s snub of 
the Dalai Lama on his upcoming visit to the 
nation’s capital. 

Two years ago, the Dalai Lama received the 
Congressional Gold Medal in the rotunda of 
the U.S. Capitol. President Bush personally 
presented it to him. I was there for the occa-
sion where this man of peace and dignity was 
honored for his life’s work in promoting basic 
rights for his people. 

Next month, the Dalai Lama will again visit 
Washington, but this time he will be denied a 
visit with President Obama lest it ruffle feath-
ers in Beijing in the lead up to the President’s 
visit there in November. 

I am reminded of another administration 
which declined to meet with a dissident for 
fear of souring an upcoming meeting. It was 
1975, and Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn was set to 
visit Washington. Henry Kissinger led the 
charge in refusing him a meeting with Presi-
dent Ford, who was worried about upsetting 
Soviet leader Brezhnev prior to the upcoming 
summit. 

Contrast this approach with President Rea-
gan’s 1988 speech in defense of religious lib-
erty at the ancient Danilov Monastery in Rus-
sia. In his remarks he had the courage to in-
voke a quote by Solzhenitsyn about the faith 
of the people of Russia. In so doing, he re-
spectfully made the point that religious free-
dom is central to who we are as Americans, 
and as such our leaders will not be silenced 
on this score for fear of offending oppressive 
governments. 

I believe that history shows this administra-
tion could learn from that approach. 

Sadly, the White House’s treatment of the 
Dalai Lama is not an isolated incident. Gerson 
notes, ‘‘. . . rebuffing the Dalai Lama is part 
of a pattern. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
has argued that pressing China on human 
rights ‘can’t interfere with the global economic 
crisis, the global climate change crisis and the 
security crisis . . .’’ ’ 

But this begs the question, what of the 
human rights crisis in China? 

Just yesterday, the Associated Press re-
ported that ‘‘China has closed Tibet to foreign 
tourists and deployed soldiers armed with ma-
chine guns in the streets of Beijing—part of a 
raft of stringent security measures ahead of 
the 60th anniversary of communist rule. Even 
kite-flying has been banned in the capital.’’ 

This is the government we are trying to 
curry favor with? I’d prefer to find common 
cause and solidarity with the people of Tibet, 
with the persecuted house church and Catho-
lic bishops, with the repressed Falun Gong. 

The administration’s approach in China has 
been mirrored elsewhere at the expense of 
oppressed people the world over. 
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