E2338

of certain additional emergency unemployment
compensation, and for other purposes.”
Though the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009 has allowed us to see the
light at the end of the tunnel on our road to
recovery, we still have a long road ahead. H.
Res. 3548 allows States to extend their help-
ing hand to pull America out of this deep re-
cession.

In the midst of what has been categorized
as the longest and deepest economic down-
turn since the Great Depression, many Ameri-
cans still find themselves struggling to get by.
Although the unemployment rates in some
areas around the country have shown signs of
leveling off, in my home State of Texas, many
are still fighting to get on the right track. Amer-
ican’s of all ethnicities and socioeconomic
backgrounds are tired of struggling to feed,
clothe, and provide shelter their families. | cite
my mentor and predecessor Barbara Jordan
who noted, “We are a people trying not only
to solve the problems of the present: unem-
ployment, inflation . . . but we are attempting
on a larger scale to fulfill the promise of Amer-
ica.”

With an unemployment rate in Texas of 8.2
percent, which is just below the national aver-
age, we in Texas are working diligently in a
legislative capacity for the benefit of our con-
stituents. The unemployment rate of my home
district of Houston is just above the state aver-
age, at 8.4 percent, and | will not cease to
take every effort to combat the problem. Over
this past weekend we held our 2nd job fair in
three months, where we called upon over 50
public and private sector representatives to
bring employment opportunities to those in
need throughout the Houston area. | saw lives
change that weekend. The American people
need a helping hand now; it is not time of par-
tisan antics that delay assistance to those
whom we represent.

H. Res. 3548 will allow States to extend the
assistance offered to their unemployed con-
stituents so that families may continue their
pursuit of the American dream. H. Res. 3548
sets forth a formula for determining if a state
is in an extended benefit period and author-
izes a state to pay extended compensation to
an eligible individual before any additional
Emergency Unemployment Compensation,
EUC, if such individual claimed extended com-
pensation for at least one week of unemploy-
ment after the exhaustion of additional EUC.

CONGRATULATING RUSSELLVILLE
HIGH SCHOOL FOR ITS GRANT
TO PREPARE STUDENTS OF AP
TESTING

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2009

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the Russellville High
School for being accepted as an Arkansas Ad-
vanced Initiative for Math and Science School.

Beginning with the 2009-2010 school year
Russellville High School will be receiving
$750,000 in grant money, to be distributed
over the next four years, to help teachers,
along with students in properly preparing for
the Advance Placement Exams, which take
place every May.
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These funds will help the students do well
on the exams. This is a great honor for the
school district that will help develop the skills
our students need to excel in a global econ-
omy.

Arkansas was one of just seven states se-
lected to receive grant money and Russellville
High School was just one of 24 schools cho-
sen in the state. | am proud to support both
the students and teachers of Russellville High
School and look forward to the academic ex-
cellence that will come from Russellville High
in the years to follow.

————

RECOGNIZING THE NOMINATION
OF BELINDA GEERTSMA FOR
THE 2009 ANGELS IN ADOPTION
AWARD

HON. PETER HOEKSTRA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2009

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Madam Speaker, | rise
here today to say that it is a great honor and
privilege to nominate Belinda Geertsma for the
2009 Angels in Adoption award. Belinda
serves as an international adoption worker for
Bethany Christian Services in Holland, Michi-
gan.

One co-worker describes Belinda as “an
amazing social worker with genuine passion
for the families and children she serves. She
is humble, gracious and has a servant’s
heart.”

Belinda has a unique passion for special
needs children, and has a remarkable history
of finding homes for many children who are
considered hard to place. In 2008, of all the
international social workers in Bethany’s na-
tionwide constellation of offices, Belinda
placed the most special needs children with
their forever families.

In July of 2009, Belinda traveled to China by
invitation of the Chinese Government to as-
sess 41 special needs children in an orphan-
age in Shanghai. By the end of August of
2009, 31 of these precious children had been
matched with a family, and many others were
under consideration.

While in China, she was asked to find a
family for a 13-year-old girl who desperately
wanted to be adopted. In China, children are
no longer made available for adoption when
they turn 14. Her 14th birthday was only 4
months away. Within a week of being home,
Belinda had found a family that was thrilled to
adopt this girl.

Belinda is a person who allows herself,
through hard work, persistence, and compas-
sion, to cause miracles to happen for children
and families. | cannot imagine a better can-
didate for the Angels in Adoption award.

————

SERVICES FOR ENDING LONG-
TERM HOMELESSNESS ACT

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 23, 2009
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,

| rise today to introduce the Services for End-
ing Long-Term Homelessness Act. The sad
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reality our nation faces is that more than a half
million Americans do not have a place to call
home each night, and half of them are without
shelter. This bill will alleviate the widespread
problem of chronic homelessness across the
country.

According to the Department of Children
and Families’ most recent report, there are
85,907 persons homeless on any given day.
At least 2 million people find themselves
homeless at some point each year in our
country. There isn’t nearly enough shelter for
these individuals. In 2007, my home state of
Florida alone had 48,000 homeless people,
with 14,900 of them families and 7,691 of
them chronic cases.

Recently, | heard the story of a 25-year-old
mother of three young children in my district,
who was running out of options—staying at a
hotel in Palm Beach County after fleeing do-
mestic violence in Miami. As she was running
out of money, she and her kids—ages 6, 5
and 3—soon would be homeless. But, they
were some of the lucky ones. She was re-
ferred to The Lord’s Place residence for
homeless families, where she now lives with
her children. As a leader in my district for
chronic homelessness solutions, the Lord’s
Place is a perfect example of the types of es-
tablishments that would benefit immensely
from this legislation. In her words: “I am here.
| am working. | am breathing. And | am grate-
ful.”

Throughout our country, over 100,000 peo-
ple have nowhere to call home for years on
end and all too often are confronted with men-
tal iliness, substance addiction, life-threatening
illness or other serious health problems. The
good news is: this bill presents us with an op-
portunity to put an end to this national crisis
that hits home for all of us.

In 2003, the President's New Freedom
Commission on Mental Health recommended
the development and implementation of a
comprehensive plan designed to create
150,000 units of permanent supportive hous-
ing for consumers and families who are chron-
ically homeless. Affordable housing alone
can’'t meet the needs for many people with se-
vere mental illness. This bill will establish
funding for supportive housing, affordable
housing linked to accessible mental health,
substance addiction, unemployment, and other
support services as necessary. Permanent
supportive housing is cost-effective, and is the
soundest available investment of public and
private resources to end long-term homeless-
ness.

Current programs for funding services in
permanent supportive housing, other than
those administered by the Department of
Housing and Urban Development, were not
designed to be closely coordinated with hous-
ing resources, nor were they designed to meet
the multiple needs of people who are chron-
ically homeless. This bill will establish a com-
prehensive grant program to provide sup-
portive housing for chronically homeless indi-
viduals and families that they so badly need.
Support services will include mental health
services, substance use disorder treatment,
referrals for medical and dental care, health
education, and services designed to help indi-
viduals make progress toward self-sufficiency
and recovery. Permanent supportive housing
can help the chronically homeless stay off the
streets, out of hospitals and jails, and ulti-
mately help them achieve the stability they
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need to lead healthy lives as productive mem-
bers of their communities.

Madam Speaker, it is time we take a stand
to put an end to long-term homelessness in
America. | urge my colleagues to support this
bill and to support a proven and cost-effective
solution to ending chronic homelessness.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND
PUBLIC SERVICE OF JIM MAPLES

HON. DEVIN NUNES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2009

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life and public service of Jim
Maples, a teacher, a coach, past Tulare Coun-
ty supervisor, and a close friend.

Some people in this world become larger
than life, not because of their physical size or
presence, but because of the number of peo-
ple they influence in their lifetime. Jim Maples
was both a father figure and a friend to many.
His influence has been felt throughout the San
Joaquin Valley.

Maples graduated from Porterville High
School and Porterville College. He earned de-
grees from Fresno State and UCLA. Prior to
becoming county supervisor, Maples was on
the faculty at Porterville College for 34 years,
serving as chairman and advisor of the tech-
nical vocational department.

Long active as a coach, Maples was in-
ducted into the California Community College
Basketball Hall of Fame in 1986. He was also
named to the Porterville College Athletic Hall
of Fame in 1999, placed on the Porterville
High School Wall of Fame in 2000 and re-
ceived the Book of Golden Deeds Award by
the Exchange Club International.

Maples also had the privilege of serving on
the Tulare County Board of Supervisors from
1992 until 2003. Maple’s dedication to Tulare
County was full-time. He was a powerful advo-
cate for local law enforcement and was con-
stantly engaged in the defense of our area’s
heritage and quality of life.

Maples proudest accomplishment can be
found in his loving family. He enjoyed a 54-
year marriage with wife Myrna and was the fa-
ther of two children; Vickie and Jaime.

Jim Maples left his community of Tulare
County a far richer place than the one he
found, and for that we are blessed. He was a
leader, a mentor, a statesman and will surely
be missed.

————
HONORING THE BLACK
STUNTMEN’S ASSOCIATION AND
THE COALITION OF BLACK

STUNTMEN AND WOMEN

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2009

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to announce the introduction of a con-
current  resolution honoring the Black
Stuntmen’s Association and the Coalition of
Black Stuntmen and Women for their central
role in the fight for racial equality in the film
and television industry.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

| have the honor of representing some of
the founding members of these organizations,
and | feel it is time the Congress of the United
States recognizes the part they played in com-
bating discrimination in Hollywood.

The film and television industry was not im-
mune to the racial and cultural struggles of the
1950s and 1960s in America. This was re-
flected in the small number of African-Ameri-
cans and other minorities working throughout
the industry. When stunt doubles were needed
for the few African-American actors working in
Hollywood, common practice was to “paint
down” white stuntmen, using makeup to dark-
en their complexion. As more African-Amer-
ican actors began to find work in the major
studios in the 1960s, the almost exclusive use
of white stuntmen became a more visible ex-
ample of the racial discrimination still plaguing
our society.

In 1967, a group of African-American stunt-
men, athletes and extras founded the Black
Stuntmen’s Association to address these lin-
gering problems in the industry. The Coalition
of Black Stuntmen and Women was formed in
1973 to continue the fight against racial bias
in Hollywood. Together these groups con-
fronted the studios over their discriminatory
practices, pursuing legal action to bring addi-
tional diversity to the industry and monitoring
compliance with the resulting agreements.
Through their tireless efforts, members of the
Black Stuntmen’s Association and the Coali-
tion of Black Stuntmen and Women paved the
way for greater racial equality in film and tele-
vision in the ensuing years.

| would like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize some of the individuals who were in-
volved in the founding and operation of the
Black Stuntmen’s Association and the Coali-
tion of Black Stuntmen and Women: Eddie
Smith, Marvin Walters, Jadie David, Ernie
Robertson, Henry Kingi, Alex Brown, S.J.
McGee, and Willie Harris.

The efforts of these men and women, as
well as many others, bore fruit in other as-
pects of the industry as well. African-Ameri-
cans began to break through racial barriers
both in front of the camera as actors and be-
hind the camera as directors, producers and in
other management positions. Their lasting
contributions have changed the way Holly-
wood does business, and they truly deserve
our recognition and gratitude.

| encourage my colleagues to join me in
honoring the Black Stuntmen’s Association
and the Coalition of Black Stuntmen and
Women.

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. RORY
COOPER

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2009

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Rory A. Cooper, Ph.D. for his out-
standing achievement of winning five gold
medals at the 2009 National Veterans Wheel-
chair Games, for helping to guide emerging
technologies and treatments to improve mobil-
ity for people with physical disabilities, and for
promoting a positive image for our wounded,
injured, and ill veterans.

While winning five gold medals is an excep-
tional achievement by itself, Dr. Cooper has
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proven himself again and again. Madam
Speaker, Dr. Cooper won four gold medals at
the 2008 National Veterans Wheelchair
Games and over 100 total medals since 1983.
He has previously held the world record for
the 10,000-meter wheelchair race. He has par-
ticipated and won medals almost every year
since he first started competing. In 1988 he
won the bronze medal at the Paralympic
Games in Seoul, Korea. He continued to stay
active in Paralympic competition by serving as
a member of the Steering Committee for the
1996 Paralympic Scientific Congress. He was
also the Sports Scientist for the 2008 United
States Paralympic Team. In recognition of his
achievements at the National Veterans Wheel-
chair Games, he was one of the featured ath-
letes on a 2009 Cheerios cereal box.

When Dr. Cooper is not competing, he is a
researcher in the field of assistive technology
design at the University of Pittsburgh’s School
of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences. He is
also the Director and Veterans Affairs (VA)
Senior Research Career Scientist for the VA
Rehabilitation Research and Development
Center of Excellence, Co-director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation Quality of Life
Technology Engineering Research Center, a
member of the United States Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs Prosthetics and Special Disability
Programs Advisory Committee, and a Director
of the Paralyzed Veterans of America Re-
search Foundation. He has published over two
hundred peer-reviewed journal articles and
two books, Rehabilitation Engineering Applied
to Mobility and Manipulation and Wheelchair
Selection and Configuration. Dr. Cooper is
also a recipient of the Department of the
Army’s Outstanding Civilian Service Medal for
“exceptional leadership, service, and advo-
cacy of severely injured service members at
Walter Reed Army Medical Center (WRAMC)
and other military medical facilities from Octo-
ber 2004 through May 2008.”

Madam Speaker, Dr. Cooper is truly an in-
spiration to all to us. | conclude my remarks
by commending him for his outstanding
achievements.

———
CORAL REEF CONSERVATION ACT
REAUTHORIZATION AND EN-

HANCEMENT AMENDMENTS OF
2009

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KLEIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 22, 2009

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H.R. 860, the Coral
Reef Conservation Act Reauthorization and
Enhancement Amendments of 2009. | also
want to thank the lead sponsor of the legisla-
tion and distinguished chair of the Insular Af-
fairs, Oceans and Wildlife Subcommittee, Ms.
Bordallo, for all her tireless efforts to protect
our natural resources and insular areas.

Mr. Speaker, coral reefs are among the
most diverse, biologically complex, and valu-
able ecosystems on earth. In my home State
of Florida, we are fortunate to have the third
largest barrier reef in the world. The impor-
tance of coral reefs to south Florida cannot be
overstated. In addition to erecting a vital first-
line of defense against hurricanes and storm
surges for our coastal communities, coral
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