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childhood education, physical therapy, nursing, 
psychological testing and music and art super-
vision. As the Kennedy Child Study Center 
celebrates its 50th anniversary, it is a great 
time to reflect on all the positive work its orga-
nization has done for the youth of America 
and to look towards a future where children 
with developmental disabilities have access to 
quality care and educational success. 

The dedicated work of the Kennedy Child 
Study Center is inspiring to us all, and I am 
immensely grateful to them for all that they 
have accomplished. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in expressing the gratitude of the U.S. 
Congress for their extensive contributions to 
society. 

f 

ADVANCED VEHICLE TECHNOLOGY 
ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PHIL HARE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 16, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3246) to provide 
for a program of research, development, 
demonstration and commercial application 
in vehicle technologies at the Department of 
Energy: 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Chair, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 3246, the Advanced Vehicle 
Technology Act of 2009. I commend our col-
league from Michigan, Representative GARY 
PETERS, for authoring this important legisla-
tion, which will create the most comprehensive 
national vehicle research and development 
program to date. I would also like to acknowl-
edge my colleague from the Illinois delegation, 
Representative JUDY BIGGERT, for her efforts 
in working with Representative PETERS to 
bring this bill to the floor. 

Today, our nation faces many serious chal-
lenges such as rising unemployment, energy 
demands that continue to increase exponen-
tially, fierce global competition in technology 
innovation and the threat of a warming planet, 
yet the Advanced Vehicle Technology Act pro-
vides hope in many of these areas. As one of 
the largest and busiest bases of manufac-
turing in the U.S., my home state of Illinois 
stands to greatly benefit from H.R. 3246. New 
opportunities are created for Illinois engine 
and equipment manufacturers, such as John 
Deere, to build and use products that excel in 
terms of efficiency and productivity, and con-
tribute to our sustainability. The bill also en-
sures that American manufacturers remain 
competitive worldwide by allowing for the col-
laboration between the Department of Energy 
and American automakers and commercial, 
transit, and non-road vehicle manufacturers to 
develop cutting edge, environmentally friendly 
technologies. 

Additionally, I strongly urge the passage of 
Chairman GORDON’s amendment to H.R. 
3246, that includes a small—but important— 
change to this measure that I authored, which 
broadens the playing field for those wanting to 
collaborate with the Department of Energy 
under this program to include non-road mobile 
equipment manufacturers. I believe this 

change in language is critical as many states 
have petitioned the Environmental Protection 
Agency with their concerns over greenhouse 
gas emissions from non-road vehicles and 
have stated that these vehicles and pieces of 
equipment are worthy of consideration for 
partnership with the Department of Energy. 
Put simply, this amendment makes a great bill 
even better by allowing manufacturers of non- 
road mobile equipment in the fields of agri-
culture, construction and mining and forestry a 
chance to work with the Department of Energy 
to find innovative ways to reduce America’s 
dependence on foreign oil and the harmful 
emissions that cause global warming. 

The Gordon amendment and the overall bill 
both help keep American innovation within 
U.S. borders, and importantly do the same for 
the research, development and manufacturing 
jobs that come with those innovations. Fur-
thermore, this bill has the support of a broad 
range of groups such as Deere & Company, 
Caterpillar, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
the Natural Resources Defense Council, and 
the Sierra Club. The wide array of support this 
bill has drawn from both ends of the spectrum 
is evidence of the need for this legislation to 
become law. 

The Advanced Vehicle Technology Act cre-
ates and preserves American jobs while hav-
ing the potential to greatly impact our environ-
ment. Again, I applaud and thank my friends 
GARY PETERS and JUDY BIGGERT, who serve 
on the Science and Technology Committee for 
leading the charge on this important legisla-
tion. I would also like to thank Chairman GOR-
DON and Ranking Member HALL for their sup-
port of this bill. Madam Speaker, I urge the 
House to adopt both the Gordon amendment 
and H.R. 3246, the Advanced Vehicle Tech-
nology Act of 2009. 

f 

SAFETY CENTER INCORPORATION 
CELEBRATES ITS 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 22, 2009 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the civic leaders, city officials 
and community members who have contrib-
uted to making Safety Center Incorporation a 
success for the past 75 years. This organiza-
tion started in 1934 and has created a number 
of innovative programs to help educate thou-
sands of people around the Sacramento area 
regarding safety on and off the road. I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in saluting Safety 
Center Inc. on the 75th anniversary of their 
founding. 

Since its inception, Safety Center Inc. (SCI), 
formerly known as Sacramento Safety Coun-
cil, has created several safety training pro-
grams for children, teens, disabled adults and 
seniors. In 1935, 1 year after establishing the 
organization, SCI conducted its first safe driv-
ing training to Sacramento High School stu-
dents; and in 1936, SCI opened a traffic 
school for teens. By means of this traffic 
school program, young drivers were able to 
use the SCI testing device to learn how quick-
ly they would react in potential driving sce-

narios. After much excitement between the 
1930s and 1950s, the SCI was formally incor-
porated into the State of California in 1959. 

In the 1970s, SCI continued to expand its 
horizons. On December 9, 1971, SCI author-
ized the establishment of a drinking and driv-
ing program. One week after SCI authorized 
this program, the State mandated that drunk 
drivers attend remedial classes, in order to 
help prevent future drivers from this illegal and 
unsafe driving behavior. Due to a high Span-
ish-speaking population, the organization of-
fered Spanish-language defensive driving 
courses, as well as Courts Alcohol Re-Edu-
cation (CARE) programs by the mid-1970s. 

Within the last quarter-century, Safety Cen-
ter Inc. has educated more than 2,000 teens 
in defensive driving techniques, almost 900 
seniors in mature driving and more than 600 
students in motorcycle riding safety. To in-
clude children in their efforts to keep all Cali-
fornians safe, SCI established a life-saving 
safety education center known as Safetyville. 
Children, preschool through third grade, are 
taken on a tour through a town-like setting, in 
which they learn fire, pedestrian, stranger dan-
ger and railroad safety precautions. This chil-
dren’s program has provided life-saving safety 
education and training to more than 125,000 
children since 1984. 

On September 26, 2009, SCI will celebrate 
75 years of stability, innovation and of course, 
safety. I am honored to congratulate and its 
members who have helped train and protect 
thousands of people. Madam Speaker, as my 
constituents gather to celebrate the Safety 
Center Inc.’s 75th anniversary, I ask all my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the organi-
zation’s monumental history and success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HUBBARD 
FAMILY 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 22, 2009 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, on behalf of 
myself and Congressman GEORGE RADANO-
VICH I rise to offer gratitude to the heroism and 
strength of the Hubbard family. 

Jeff and Peggy Hubbard lost their son 
Jared, a Marine, in Iraq in 2004. Six months 
later, their remaining two sons, Nathan and 
Jason, both enlisted together in the Army—to 
honor Jared and serve their country. 

Both Nathan and Jason served in the same 
unit in Iraq. In August of 2006, Nathan lost his 
life while defending freedom, leaving Jason as 
the remaining sole survivor of his family. 

Since then, the Hubbard family has shown 
grace and strength during these most difficult 
of times. Because of their sacrifice, in 2008, 
Congress passed and President Bush signed 
into law the Hubbard Act which provides bene-
fits to those soldiers who separate honorably 
as a sole survivor. 

The Hubbards have shared the burden of 
service to this Nation with honor and focused 
resolve. 

Today, I ask that this legislative body recog-
nize the strength of their family, the bravery of 
Jared and Nathan and the ultimate sacrifice 
they paid for our country. 
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SUPPORTING AMERICAN LEGION 

DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2009 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H. Res. 679, 
Supporting the goals and Ideals of American 
Legion Day. 

The American Legion was chartered by 
Congress in 1919 as a patriotic, war-time vet-
eran’s organization, devoted to mutual helpful-
ness. 

The American Legion has been a guardian 
of our national ensign, and the first ‘‘Flag 
Code’’ was drafted during a conference called 
by The American Legion in Washington, D.C. 
The code eventually was adopted by Con-
gress in 1942. And today, the Legion is at the 
forefront of efforts to gain a constitutional 
amendment to protect the American flag from 
physical desecration. 

The American Legion’s voice has been in-
strumental in establishing the Veterans Admin-
istration, then later advocated for it to become 
a cabinet level department, creating a GI bill, 
and fighting for compensation for Vietnam vets 
exposed to Agent Orange and for veterans di-
agnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. 

The American Legion became the largest 
single contributor to the ‘‘Vietnam Wall’’ in 
Washington, DC—its members collectively do-
nated $1 Million dollars. 

And today, the American Legion is a strong 
advocate for today’s servicemen and women 
returning from the battlefields of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan—assisting combat wounded vet-
erans receive compensation for their injuries 
and helping to create a 21st Century GI Bill. 

The reason that we are free today is be-
cause brave men and women have answered 
our Nation’s call in our time of need. They 
have sweated, bled and sacrificed for our free-
dom. 

And as it is written on the Korean War Me-
morial in Washington, D.C, freedom isn’t 
free—the cost is readily apparent in the rows 
of crosses in Arlington, where many genera-
tions of American warriors have been laid to 
rest. 

We owe our veterans a debt that can never 
be fully repaid, but I personally want to thank 
them for your service and sacrifice. I will con-
tinue to work to ensure that our veterans get 
the care, help, and benefits they so richly de-
serve. 

Let us remember our obligations to our Na-
tion’s veterans, as Abraham Lincoln said in his 
Second Inaugural Address, ‘‘to care for him 
who shall have borne the battle, and for his 
widow and his orphan.’’ 

The American Legion has been there for our 
Nation’s veterans for over 90 years, and I’m 
proud to support this resolution, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

COMMEMORATING THE HEROES OF 
THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
MARYVILLE, IL 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 22, 2009 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to highlight the actions of 3 men who unself-
ishly risked their lives in the defense of others. 

At the early service on Sunday morning, 
March 8, 2009, an armed gunman entered the 
First Baptist Church of Maryville, Illinois. He 
confronted, shot, and killed Pastor Fred Win-
ters as he was conducting the service. Three 
church members, Keith Melton, Terry Bullard, 
and Patrick Presson, rushed to the aid of Pas-
tor Winters and to subdue the gunman. In the 
ensuing confrontation Mr. Melton was the first 
person to reach the gunman. He was imme-
diately stabbed and forced to withdraw. 

Undaunted, Mr. Bullard and Mr. Presson, at 
great personal risk, engaged the gunman and 
managed to physically subdue him. In the 
struggle Mr. Bullard was critically wounded. 
Once the gunman was under control Patrick’s 
attention instantly turned to assisting his friend 
Terry. With the assistance of another church-
goer, Jason Shutty, Mr. Presson carried Mr. 
Bullard to the entrance of the church, secured 
transportation, and took Mr. Bullard to the 
emergency room of Anderson Hospital a short 
distance away. 

The immediate, decisive, and courageous 
actions of these three men undoubtedly saved 
other lives on that Sunday morning. Mr. 
Presson’s continued actions are credited with 
saving Mr. Bullard’s life. These men are the 
embodiment of courage and heroism. They 
are deserving of recognition by and in the 
United States House of Representatives, in 
order that a permanent record of their indi-
vidual and collective character can be pre-
served. 

In a time when the term is often overused, 
these men are true American heroes, who, 
when faced with danger, unselfishly launched 
themselves into harm’s way. Their actions 
were taken without consideration or regard for 
their personal well-being and unquestionably 
prevented a horrible situation from becoming 
worse. These individuals should be held up as 
examples of ordinary citizens whose behavior 
and exemplary character shined through in a 
most dangerous situation. 

f 

THE REAL STORY ABOUT COPTIC 
CHRISTIANS IN EGYPT 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 22, 2009 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, the Egyptian 
Embassy in Washington, DC, recently sent the 
following e-mail to their distribution list: 

‘‘Egypt has the largest and oldest Christian 
community in the Middle East, and is home to 
2,069 churches. 

‘‘The Coptic Orthodox Church was founded 
in Alexandria by the apostle Mark in AD 57, 
making it one of the oldest churches in the 
world. 

‘‘A law requiring Presidential approval for 
church construction was changed in 2005, 

transferring that duty instead to the country’s 
governors who are obligated to process 
churches’ requests within 30 days. 

‘‘In 2003, President Mubarak declared Cop-
tic Christmas, celebrated on January 7, a na-
tional holiday.’’ 

In spite of these overtures by the Egyptian 
government, the situation for Coptic Christians 
in Egypt is far from ideal. According to the 
State Department’s 2008 International Reli-
gious Freedom Report, ‘‘The approval process 
for church construction continued to be hin-
dered by lengthy delays, often measured in 
years. Although government officials maintain 
that President Mubarak approves all requests 
for permits presented to him, independent crit-
ics charge that delays by the MOI and/or local 
authorities cause many requests to reach the 
President slowly or not at all. Some churches 
have complained that local security officials 
have blocked church repairs or improvements 
even when a permit has been issued. Others 
suggest unequal enforcement of the regula-
tions pertaining to church and mosque 
projects. Many churches face difficulty in ob-
taining permits from provincial officials.’’ 

On September 7, The Los Angeles Times 
reported that Egyptian authorities arrested 155 
people in Aswan for publicly eating, drinking or 
smoking during daylight in the month of 
Ramadan, including non-Muslims. 

There is clearly much that needs to be done 
by the Egyptian government to ensure the 
preservation of the Coptic community in Egypt. 

f 

MEDIA DOWNPLAY 9/12 PROTESTS 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 22, 2009 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, The 
national media’s coverage of the conservative 
9/12 protests was scarce and antagonistic, ac-
cording to an analysis by the Media Research 
Center (MRC). 

According to MRC, the three TV networks 
did not offer any pre-rally coverage before the 
9/12 protests. 

And their coverage afterward intentionally 
tried to paint a negative picture of the 
protestors. 

Furthermore, a regular commentator on 
MSNBC dismissed the protestors as ‘‘the 
fringe of the fringe,’’ although they were every-
day Americans. 

And The New York Times buried its cov-
erage of the protests on page A37 of Sun-
day’s paper. 

In contrast, the media gave significantly 
more—and more positive—coverage to liberal 
protests recently. 

The national media should give fair cov-
erage to protests on both sides, rather than 
downplaying conservative demonstrations. 

f 

WES WATKINS AGRICULTURAL 
RESEARCH LAB AND POST OFFICE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 16, 2009 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to honor my 
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