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City Council awarded Levin a commendatory
resolution citing her work ‘“registering voters
for decades, her belief in the Constitution and
making the Constitution work.” Her leadership
and dedication to furthering our civic responsi-
bility is an example to all.

Sylvia is survived by her son and daughter,
Chuck Levin and Susan Levin, and her sisters
Dottie Sadowsky and Daisy Neustadt.

| ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the life of Sylvia Levin.

————

SUPPORTING AMERICAN LEGION
DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to express my strongest support for
H. Res. 679, a bill that recognizes American
Legion Day and commends the exemplary
service of the veterans of the United States
Armed Services. The American Legion was
granted a charter by this body on September
16, 1919, and since that time the Legion has
remained active on the local, state, and na-
tional level as a volunteer service organization
for our nation’s veterans.

Today, it is an honor to express my deep
sense of gratitude to the thousands of vet-
erans who are members of the American Le-
gion. The American Legion provides many vol-
unteer opportunities for our nation’s troops
when they retire from the Armed Services.
Some of these include donating millions of
man hours to the medical facilities of the Vet-
erans Administration, sponsoring Boy Scouts
of America troops all around the country, and
awarding millions of dollars for college schol-
arships. These incredible volunteers give back
to the very communities that they have al-
ready sacrificed so much for throughout their
careers.

Community involvement is only one aspect
of the American Legion. These Legionnaires
also provide an extraordinary amount of sup-
port for troops returning from war in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Legion Posts all around the na-
tion have been involved with providing finan-
cial assistance to veterans displaced by nat-
ural disasters or families of veterans that are
struggling to pay for basic needs such as
housing. The American Legion has a Family
Support Network that provides much needed
assistance to families of members of the
Armed Services, and the organization focuses
on reintegrating troops returning from deploy-
ment into the workforce in the United States.

It is appropriate that we take a moment to
recognize and say thank you to the active duty
members of our Armed Forces for their dedi-
cation, sacrifice, and honor. Each and every
day, they keep this great nation safe and pro-
tect the freedoms that we enjoy. We are proud
of all of our servicemen and women and are
eternally grateful for their efforts in the Global
War on Terror. Furthermore, let us not forgot
those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice,
and let us say a gracious thank you to them
for their willingness to make the ultimate sac-
rifice for liberty.

The families of those who serve our country
on the front lines also deserve the admiration
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and appreciation of each and every citizen.
These family members often watch their loved
ones travel to far away lands in support of a
cause and an ideal so much greater than any
one individual. Indeed, our democratic form of
government is a testament to the courage and
valor of our Armed Forces. The support given
to our servicemen and women by their loved
ones is irreplaceable, as it is the foundation
for the bravery inherent in those who labor
steadfastly in the defense of liberty.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that the brave men
and women who sacrifice—and have sac-
rificed in the past—for our present freedoms
deserve our fullest support. Our nation’s serv-
icemen and women represent the best our
country has to offer, and they must be treated
with the respect and honor they deserve. Rec-
ognizing American Legion Day in 2009 is just
one small reminder of the invaluable contribu-
tions made by our troops at home and abroad,
and it is my hope that we will continue to do
all we can and more for the veterans of our
Armed Forces. The American Legion is an ex-
ceptional organization for veterans and com-
munities all around the nation, and we now re-
affirm our commitment to these heroes by rec-
ognizing this day.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my colleagues to
support this resolution.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. ROSCOE G. BARTLETT

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. BARTLETT. Madam Speaker, | submit
the following: Funding of $2,000,000 is nec-
essary to continue the development of a
power dense Integrated Power System (IPS)
and Hybrid Electric Drive (HED) technologies
suitable for surface combatant and submarine
propulsion, enhanced power generation and
power conversion. Power dense electric ma-
chines and power conversion solutions enable
hybrid propulsion systems that save fuel and
provide increased critical power for additional
payload capabilities. These developments
allow an advanced IPS or HED system to be
incorporated in future and existing warships,
including the re—started DDG51 line, DDG512
Modification, Ohio Replacement, and a future
CG(X).

———

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY OF THE
THEOKOTOS

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. DOYLE. Madam Speaker, | rise to ob-
serve the 85th anniversary of the Church of
the Nativity of the Theokotos, a Serbian Ortho-
dox Church in Clairton, Pennsylvania.

For those of us who may be unfamiliar with
Orthodox Christianity, Theokotos is Greek for
“God-Bearer” or “one who gives birth to God,”
and it is the Greek title for Mary, the mother
of Jesus. Consequently, the Church of the Na-
tivity of the Theokotos is also sometimes re-
ferred to as St. Mary’s Serbian Orthodox
Church.
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Serbs began settling in southwestern Penn-
sylvania in large numbers about 100 years
ago. Until they obtained their own church, the
Serbs in Clairton attended services as the
Serbian Orthodox Church in McKeesport. But
once the number of Serbian families in Clair-
ton exceeded 40, they established their own
parish and began working to establish their
own church. In 1924, the nascent congrega-
tion purchased a Presbyterian church, and
moved it to its current location in the 500
block of Third Street in Clairton. Work on the
church was completed and it was consecrated
2 years later.

Soon Serbian Orthodox Christians from the
nearly communities of Elizabeth,
Monongahela, and further up the
Monongahela River came to worship at the
church and eventually the parish came to in-
clude these communities as well.

The church hall was substantially expanded
in 1941, and in 1945, the parish purchased a
rectory across the street.

On September 19, the congregation will cel-
ebrate the 85th anniversary of the church and
the Slava celebration, or feast day of their pa-
tron saint, with a Holy Hierarchical Divine Lit-
urgy at 10 am.

This will be a bittersweet occasion as it will
be the last such celebration at the Church of
the Nativity of the Theokotos. The congrega-
tion has shrunken from 600 people 50 years
ago to less than 50 today, making it the small-
est parish in the Serbian Orthodox Diocese of
Eastern America. The church is closing after
the last liturgy there on Sunday, September
27, 2009, bringing to a close nearly a century
of serving as a place of worship and commu-
nity fixture for the Serbian Orthodox faithful in
Clairton and the surrounding communities.

| want to recognize this occasion by con-
gratulating the congregation and friends of the
Church of the Nativity of the Theokotos on 85
years of the Serbian Orthodox community of
the Mon Valley.

HONORING MATTHEW PALNOW

HON. DONALD P. MANZULLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, it is my
distinct honor to take this opportunity to recog-
nize a heroic resident of the 16th District of llli-
nois, Matthew Polnow of Rockford. Mr. Polnow
works for the U.S. Postal Service and is a
member of the National Association of Letter
Carriers.

On June 11, 2008, as he was delivering
mail on his postal route, Carrier Polnow wit-
nessed a crushing three-vehicle accident. In a
matter of seconds, he ran to the first car,
checking to make sure that the occupants
were not injured. Then he went on to the sec-
ond vehicle, a truck, where fortunately no one
needed assistance. Carrier Polnow continued
to the third vehicle, a van used to transport
handicapped and wheelchair-bound individ-
uals, which was beginning to burn. The driv-
er's airbag had deployed, and the driver alert-
ed Carrier Polnow to a handicapped pas-
senger still inside the smoke-filled van.

With smoke continuing to circulate and
flames erupting from the engine, Carrier
Polnow went to work. He managed to free the
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side door that had been jammed by a ramp.
Maneuvering the ramp into place, he un-
hooked the restraining belts and dragged the
wheelchair—and the now terrified woman pas-
senger—from the vehicle. Once free from the
smoke, Carrier Polnow located the controls on
the chair and engaged them to move the
woman to safety.

Acts of bravery and fortitude such as this
should not go unnoticed. Carrier Polnow’s her-
oism has led him to be recognized by the Na-
tional Association of Letter Carriers with the
National Central Hero Award. | am privileged
and humbled to represent great constituents
like Carrier Polnow, and | wanted to take this
brief opportunity today, Madam Speaker, to let
my colleagues know of his great act of cour-
age.

CONGRATULATING ARLENE COOK
HON. STEVE AUSTRIA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. AUSTRIA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Arlene Cook, for her com-
mendable service to the State of Ohio and for
earning the William L. Howard Award. This
award is the highest a civilian can receive
from Ohio’s Fire Service, for outstanding serv-
ice to the fire forces.

As a private citizen, Arlene has dedicated
the vast majority of her adult and professional
life to the safety and security of the citizens of
the 7th Congressional District and Ohio.

Arlene has 24 years of State Service with 3
of those years in Florida and 21 in Ohio. Spe-
cifically, she spent 8 years with the former
Arson Bureau, which is now the Fire and Ex-
plosion Investigation Bureau, and 13 years as
the administrative assistant to the State Fire
Marshal. She also serves as the Administra-
tive Assistant to the State Fire Commission.

Arlene has had a long and distinguished ca-
reer with the Ohio State Fire Marshal’s Office,
and | congratulate her on receiving the William
L. Howard Award, as well as thank her for her
dedication to the safety of Ohioans.

For these reasons, Arlene Cook deserves
our gratitude and special thanks.

——

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
WILLIAM R. DECOTA

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the life and accomplishments of William
R. DeCota, the Director of Aviation for the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey. Bill
was one of our Nation’s great aviation leaders.

| knew Bill DeCota for the last decade.
When | became the Chairman of the Aviation
Subcommittee | held a hearing at the World
Trade Center on July 16, 2001, at the request
of Bill DeCota and Neil Levin, Director of the
New York Port Authority.

During that visit to New York City, Bill and
Neil invited me to tour the three major New
York City airports. | knew Neil Levin when he
was Legislative Director for Senator Al
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D’Amato and | served as Chief of Staff for
Senator Paula Hawkins. After a hearing in the
Port Authority chambers, they hosted my wife,
Pat, and me at a luncheon in a Port Authority
conference room adjacent to the Windows on
the World Restaurant at the top of the World
Trade Center.

Levin and Port Authority employee, who as-
sisted with the hearing in July, were in that
very same conference room in the World
Trade Center on September 11, and lost their
lives.

As fate would have it, Bill DeCota was at a
conference in Montreal, Canada, on Sep-
tember 11th and survived the terrible events of
that day.

In the ensuing years, Bill and | often talked
about the randomness of life. It is therefore
striking that Bill died suddenly last Friday,
September 11, 2009, eight years later.

It must be noted that in the months and
years after 9/11, Bill's stewardship of the
world’s busiest airport system was truly the
greatest of any airport director.

Bill joined the Port Authority as a financial
analyst in 1982 and quickly rose through the
ranks, serving as Manager of the Aviation De-
partment’s Business and Financial Services
Division, Assistant Director of Aviation for
Business and Properties, and Deputy Director
of Aviation.

He was named Director of Aviation in De-
cember 1999. As Director, Bill was responsible
for John F. Kennedy International, Newark Lib-
erty International, and LaGuardia Airports, and
later Stewart Airport—which together comprise
the world’s largest aviation system. He was
also responsible for Teterboro Airport.

In that capacity, Bill oversaw the largest air-
port improvement program in U.S. history.

Bill was recognized as an expert in aviation
and was an active advocate for airport issues
on Capitol Hill and in the business community.

His expertise in managing airport congestion
through prudent airport expansion, cutting-
edge technologies and demand management
was widely recognized in the aviation industry.

Bill was also strongly committed to the com-
munity and was actively involved in numerous
service organizations.

He was a member of the Advisory Board of
CUNY’s Aviation Institute at York College,
President of the Queens Council of the Boy
Scouts of America, and a member of the
Board of the Regional Business Partnership,
the Airport Development Council and the Busi-
ness Advisory Council of SUNY Farmingdale,
among others.

Bill received a bachelor's degree from the
University of Mississippi, and an M.B.A. from
the University of Georgia.

He resided in Old Bridge, New Jersey.

True to how he lived his life, funeral ar-
rangements for Bill will be private. His family
requests that contributions in his memory be
made to Elijah’s Promise, New Brunswick,
New Jersey, which is a nonprofit organization
that runs a soup kitchen and culinary school to
train local people for food-service careers.

My thoughts and prayers are with Bill's fam-

ily. Bill DeCota and his expertise and contribu-
tions to aviation will be greatly missed.
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HON. ROSCOE G. BARTLETT

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. BARTLETT. Madam Speaker, | submit
the following: Funding of $1,000,000 is nec-
essary to address the challenges of sample
preparation and detection/diagnosis of biologi-
cal warfare agents. The ASP technology has
the ability to process both environmental and
clinical biological samples for subsequent
analysis on both nucleic acid and/or
immunoassay detection/diagnostic systems,
and when mated to currently fielded and new
detection systems will enhance warfighter ca-
pability to detect and identify hundreds of po-
tential targets simultaneously within a single
analysis on a single detection/diagnostic plat-
form.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF VIETNAM
WAR VETERANS EVENT

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 12, 2009, the Honorable EMANUEL
CLEAVER, Congressman from Missouri’s Fifth
Congressional District, sponsored a remark-
able event at the Truman Library. This event
was in honor of those who fought in the Viet-
nam War in the late 1960s and early 1970s.
Well over 1,000 veterans attended. The Hon-
orable DENNIS MOORE, Congressman from
Kansas’s Third Congressional District, spoke,
and yours truly had an opportunity to deliver a
message of gratitude to the Vietnam veterans
present. The keynote speaker was Major Gen-
eral (Ret.) Robert H. Scales, former com-
mandant of the U.S. Army War College. His
address was very well received by the vet-
erans in the audience. The address is as fol-
lows:

Mr. Skelton, Mr Cleaver, distinguished
guests and, most importantly, fellow vet-
erans. What a great thrill it is see my com-
rades in arms assembled here so many years
after we shared our experiences in war.

Let me give you the bottom line up front:
I'm proud I served in Vietnam. Like you I
didn’t kill innocents, I killed the enemy; I
didn’t fight for big oil or for some lame con-
spiracy I fought for a country I believed in
and for the buddies who kept me alive. Like
you I was troubled that, unlike my father, I
didn’t come back to a grateful nation. It
took a generation and another war, Desert
Storm, for the nation to come back to me.

Also like you I remember the war being 99
percent boredom and one percent pure abject
terror. But not all my memories of Vietnam
are terrible. There were times when I en-
joyed my service in combat. Such sentiment
must seem strange to a society today that
has, thanks to our superb volunteer mili-
tary, been completely insulated from war. If
they thought about Vietnam at all our fel-
low citizens would imagine that fifty years
would have been sufficient to erase this un-
pleasant war from our conscientiousness.
Looking over this assembly it’s obvious that
the memory lingers, and those of us who
fought in that war remember.

The question is why? If this war was so ter-
rible why are we here? It’s my privilege
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