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RAISE THE BLUE BANNER—THERE’S NO ROOM
FOR ARGUMENT: KU’S DEBATE TEAM IS THE
BEST IN THE LAND

(By Joe Miller)

While other Kansas seniors are enjoying
spring break on beaches in Florida, Brett
Bricker is in cold, damp Lawrence, his nose
buried in books. He reads all day, every day,
taking short breaks now and then to grab
some food. And he keeps reading while he
eats. At night he can’t sleep, so he gets up
and reads some more, plowing through thick,
mind-numbing books about the global econ-
omy and farm subsidies, and dense articles
culled from peer-reviewed journals.

1t’s grueling, but this is March—tourney
time. Bricker knows he must give his all if
he wants to bring the national championship
trophy back to KU.

When he needs a break from reading, he
trudges across an empty campus to Bailey
Hall, downstairs to the basement, to meet
with his teammate, fellow senior Nate John-
son. It’s a messy place, with tables and study
carrels stacked with books and photocopied
articles, reams and reams of them, and ac-
cordion tile folders and pens and
highlighters. And trophies. Lots and lots of
trophies.

“There’s too many trophies,”
“Not enough room for all of them.”’

But Bricker, a math major, and Johnson, a
double major in philosophy and political
science, have spent four years doing all they
can to add to the clutter. They first set foot
in this place when they were high school stu-
dents and were blown away by the winning
tradition showcased on its walls, which are
covered with banners: yellow and red for
Final Four finishes, burgundy for ending the
regular season ranked No. 1, and four KU
blue ones for national championships: 1954,
1970, 1976 and 1983. ‘“When you get here, you
want to work as hard as you can to enshrine
your name here,” Johnson says.

Among the banners are several bearing
their names, each for perfectly admirable ac-
complishments such as earning top seed in a
championship tournament or finishing in the
finals or Final Four. But those aren’t good
enough for Bricker and Johnson. The ban-
ners that bear their names aren’t Jayhawk
blue.

Folks sometimes compare KU’s debate pro-
gram to its storied basketball program. But
that’s really doing a disservice to debate.
Over the past 50 years, the Jayhawks won
the National Debate Tournament four times,
made it to the NDT Final Four on 13 occa-
sions, and have qualified for the tourney
every year since 1968.

And, unlike basketball, they do it all with-
out the benefit of full-ride scholarships. The
Jayhawk debate squad, a perennial national
top 10, is a team of walk-ons. ‘“‘Our students
debate because they love debate,” says coach
Scott Harris.

Despite its success, Kansas doesn’t attract
the nation’s top high school debaters the
way rivals do. Other top-ranked debate pro-
grams, such as Northwestern, Emory, Har-
vard, Dartmouth and California-Berkeley,
reload every season with champion debaters
from the best prep schools in the country.
Kansas builds its success with in-state stu-
dents who had little opportunity to compete
at the national level.

‘“Kansas has a great tradition of taking
kids who weren’t especially good debaters in
high school and making them into cham-
pions,” Bricker says.

He and Johnson are perfect examples. Both
debated in high school, Johnson in Manhat-
tan and Bricker in Wichita. And though both
qualified for the national championship
tournament, along with hundreds of other
kids, neither made it to elimination rounds,
much less the Final Four or championship.

he says.
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Yet now they’re heading into the final
tournament of their college careers, the sto-
ried National Debate Tournament, as the
second-ranked team in the nation, having
been edged out of the top spot by North-
western in February after a season-long,
neck-and-neck battle.

It would have been nice to finish No. 1, of
course. But in the big scheme of things, it
doesn’t matter. All that matters now—in-
deed, maybe all that ever has mattered—is
the NDT.

Last year, Kansas got knocked out in the
Elite Eight. Same thing the year before.

Now the Jayhawks have one last chance to
win it for themselves, and for their coach,
who, despite an outstanding record in his 18
years in Lawrence, has never won the big
one.

Harris came to Lawrence in 1991, after a
five-year stint as director of debate for the
University of Louisville, where, truth be
told, he was beginning to feel disillusioned
with the game. It’s a high burnout activity,”’
he explains.

Observing Bricker and Johnson as they
prepare for the NDT, it’s easy to see why.
Each works more than 40 hours a week on de-
bate during the regular season, much more
at championship time. This is in addition to
school. And neither of them sloughs off their
schoolwork. Both are graduating with hon-
ors and have shored up plans to continue
their studies, Johnson in law school and
Bricker as a master’s student in KU’s com-
munication studies program.

Coaching is even more demanding. In addi-
tion to managing several dozen debaters and
nine assistant coaches (grad students in the
communication studies department), and
traveling to 18 tournaments a year, Harris
also teaches two classes each semester.

Yet he feels more excited about debate
today than ever, he says, ‘‘because of the
quality of students we’ve had here at Kansas.
I really feel like I’'ve been spoiled. We’ve had
really good people. I don’t know what it is
about Kansas. Maybe it’s something in the
water that produces kids of high character.”

Also, he gets a lot of help from the admin-
istration and alumni. Support for debate has
always been strong. It helps, for instance,
that the chair of the communication studies
department is not only a former KU debater
but also a national champion: Professor Rob-
ert Rowland, ¢’77, PhD’83, won the NDT in
1976 with teammate Frank Cross, ¢’77. But
support strengthened in 2001, when Chan-
cellor Robert E. Hemenway formed the KU
Debate Advisory Committee, a group of fac-
ulty and alumni that raises funds for the
program and builds community across gen-
erations of KU debaters.

Mark Gidley, c¢’83, ¢’83, who serves on the
committee and helped win Kansas’ last na-
tional championship, in 1983, says the effort
has benefited the program and alumni.
“We’ve had a number of reunions,’”” he says.
“It’s been amazing to make connections be-
tween debaters from the ’40s and ’'50s and the
’80s and '90s and to see that we all had the
same experiences.”

———

RECOGNIZING THE MOUNTAIN
VIEW LITTLE LEAGUE’'S ALL-
STAR BASEBALL TEAM

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL
OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 15, 2009
Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise

today in recognition of the Mountain View Lit-
tle League’s All-Star team, which won the
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2009 Junior League Baseball World Series. |
share the pride of from around my Congres-
sional District and state that this inspiring and
hard-working team hails from our community.

After a 24-game winning streak, the Scotts-
dale-based team claimed the World Series
title, beating a team from Aruba. However, it
is not just their impressive record or title that
makes them an exceptional team. Their quali-
ties of dedication, hard work and persever-
ance brought the team to victory. As a former
teacher and coach, | know from experience
the importance of these values, which are es-
sential both on and off the field.

Therefore, | am truly privileged to celebrate
the win of such a determined and good-spir-
ited team. The team’s heart and unity has paid
off and should serve as an inspiration for all.
| have high hopes for all members of the team
and | am confident that they will continue to
make Arizona proud, whether in baseball or
any other future endeavors.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to enter into
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the names of the
Mountain View Little League’s All-Star team:
Jake Anderson, Dylan Cozens, Michael
DeRegis, Jimmy DiTroia, Cody Erickson,
Lucas Jacobi, Zac Janikis, Grant Martinez,
Duncan Morfitt, Ryan Riggs, Michael Salazar,
Luc Trotta, Mo White; Coaches Jim DiTroia,
Darin Trotta and Manager Steve Erickson.

———

TRIBUTE TO MIDLAND BERRYHILL
AMERICAN LEGION POST 165
BASEBALL TEAM

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
commend the team members of the Midland
Berryhill American Legion Post 165 baseball
team on winning the American Legion World
Series on Tuesday, August 18, 2009. They
have represented the state well with their per-
severance and athleticism, and we are very
proud of their national accomplishments.

Berryhil’'s 11—4 win over the Medford, Or-
egon Mustangs completed a five-game un-
beaten run through the World Series. This is
Berryhill’s first ever national championship.

Additionally, Berryhill, a 19 and under travel
team comprised of players from mid-Michigan
and rooted in Midland, consistently outscored
their opponents with strong hitting and solid
defense throughout the series.

Team members include: Cole Martin, Kenny
Babinski, Jordon Herman, Larsen Cronkright,
Garrett Yatch, Nate Kuehne, Jordon Dean,
Sean Hartman, Alex Rapanos, Eric Dawson,
Matt Cresswell, Kenton SanMiguel, Ryan
Longsteth, Kyle O’Boyle, Ben Singer, Eric Pe-
terson, Chad Mayle, Max Yatch, and Jake
Enszer. The team’s coaching staff includes
Dan Cronkright, and Patrick Dawson, while
Steve Cronkright serves as the team manager.

| am honored today to recognize the Mid-
land Berryhill American Legion Post 165 base-
ball team for their accomplishments, and con-
gratulate them on their outstanding perform-
ance.
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A TRIBUTE TO HELEN KLEGBERG
GROVES

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Helen Kleberg Groves, who will
be honored on October 3, 2009 at the Autry
National Center's Annual Gala, “Celebrate the
Spirit: Women of the West.” The Autry Na-
tional Center's mission is to tell the stories of
all the diverse peoples of the American West,
and that is reflected in the themes of their
Galas—this year’s theme, ‘Celebrate the Spir-
it: Women of the West’ reflects the often ne-
glected stories of Western women.

Helen Kleberg Groves is a true Texas cow-
girl, a mother, a grandmother, an author, and
a philanthropist with a heart as big as the King
Ranch, her family home. Groves was born in
San Antonio on October 10, 1927, the child of
Robert J. Kleberg Jr. and Helen C. Kleberg.
She was reared on the 825,000-acre ranch in
South Texas, where she learned about ranch-
ing, line breeding, genetics, and working cattle
from her father.

She attended Henrietta M. King High School
in Kingsville; St. Mary’s Hall in San Antonio;
and Foxcroft School in Middleburg, Virginia.
She also attended Vassar College in Pough-
keepsie, New York. In addition to raising five
daughters and a son, Groves made time for
civic work while spending a lifetime in ranch-
ing and livestock. For more than 30 years,
from 1956 to 1988, she was on the board of
directors of King Ranch Inc.

She is president of the Robert J. Kleberg Jr.
and Helen C. Kleberg Foundation, established
in 1950 by her parents. The foundation has
funded countless projects in Texas and across
the country, particularly in the areas of bio-
medical research, health services, higher edu-
cation, and veterinary and wildlife projects.

Ms. Kleberg Groves has been called an am-
bassador to the equine industry for her sup-
port of equine research and contributions to
the development of the American Quarter
Horse.

Known as the “First Lady of Cutting,”
Groves has spent decades breeding, raising,
and riding cutting horses. She began com-
peting in cutting horse events in 1972 and
took many championships until she retired
from competition. She is a member of the Na-
tional Cutting Horse Association Hall of Fame,
National Cowgirl Hall of Fame, and the Texas
Cowboy Hall of Fame.

Among her numerous honors is the Order of
Australia from the Governor General of Aus-
tralia. She was only the second American to
receive this award. She is emeritus director of
the U.S. Equestrian Team and a lifetime vice
president of the Texas and Southwest Cattle
Raisers Association.

| ask all Members of Congress to join me in
paying tribute to Helen Kleberg Groves, an in-
spiring individual—and true Woman of the
West.
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IN TRIBUTE TO GRAHAM HIGH
SCHOOL WRESTLING COACH RON
McCUNN

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, |
am honored today to commend to the House
the life and career of my friend and former
wrestling coach, Ron McCunn, who passed
away last month at age 63.

Ron McCunn coached at Graham High
School in St. Paris, Ohio, for 23 years. During
his career, he led Graham’s wrestlers to their
first three state championships (1982, 1998,
and 2001). His hard work, dedication, and dis-
cipline not only brought national recognition to
the wrestling program, but also had a positive
impact on the students, athletes, and families
whose lives he touched.

In addition to his coaching duties, Coach
McCunn taught chemistry and physics at
Graham.

Madam Speaker, a ceremony was held at
Graham High School on Saturday, September
12, marking Coach McCunn'’s years of service
and devotion to his students. | was honored to
join former teammates, students, and friends
from throughout the region in celebrating his
contributions and accomplishments. | offer my
sincerest condolences to his wife, Dale; their
son, Steve; Ron’s mother, Peggy; and all of
their family and friends.

———

CONGRATULATING SCOTTSDALE
DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF JAMES FORD

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Scottsdale Deputy Fire
Chief James Ford for his induction into the Ari-
zona Fire Service Hall of Fame on September
10, 2009. Chief Ford will be recognized for his
continued dedication and service to the com-
munity. The Arizona Fire Service Hall of Fame
recognizes those who make constructive con-
tributions to their community.

Throughout his career, Chief Ford has
worked tirelessly to promote the safety and
security of the Scottsdale community, and his
efforts have saved countless lives. He has
dedicated much of his career to ensuring the
safety of every community member by pushing
for the installation of residential and commer-
cial sprinkler systems. His pioneering research
and advocacy on behalf of mandatory sprin-
kler systems, which activate automatically dur-
ing a fire emergency to preserve lives and
property, has established Scottsdale as a na-
tional and international leader in fire safety.

| am proud to represent such a compas-
sionate and hard working individual in my dis-
trict. Not only have his efforts benefited the
community, but he has inspired communities
elsewhere to develop and implement manda-
tory sprinkler ordinances.

Therefore, | urge you Madam Speaker to
join me in recognizing and congratulating
James Ford on his recent induction and his
lasting contributions to his profession and
community.

E2269
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, unfortu-
nately, on Monday, September 14, 2009, |
missed three recorded votes on the House
floor. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall 696, “yea” on rollcall 697,
and “yea” on rollcall 698.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF PORT AU-
THORITY OF NEW YORK AND
NEW JERSEY AVIATION DIREC-
TOR WILLIAM DECOTA

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to celebrate the life—and
mourn the passing—of Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey (PANYNJ) Aviation Di-
rector William DeCota.

Bill DeCota was appointed director of the
world’s largest aviation system in 1999. As
Aviation Director for PANYNJ, he supervised
the management of a diverse portfolio of air-
ports, from international hubs like Laguardia
and Kennedy to Teterboro, a general aviation
reliever airport located in my congressional
district in New Jersey. Before assuming the
position of Aviation Director, Bill served
PANYNJ as Deputy Director of Aviation, As-
sistant Director for Business and Properties,
and Manager of Business and Financial Serv-
ices for the Aviation Department.

In all aspects of discharging his responsibil-
ities, Bill was superlative. He oversaw the larg-
est airport improvement program in the history
of the United States, and he brought his keen
expertise of airport congestion to bear on one
of the Nation’s most crowded air corridors.
During my time in Congress, | have fought to
reduce airport overcrowding and aircraft noise
pollution, as well as increase safety at
Teterboro and all of our national airports. In
that fight, Bill was an ally, partner, mentor, and
friend. His institutional knowledge and acute
understanding of the difficulties faced by peo-
ple living near airports, as well as his con-
sistent good humor and positive outlook, made
him indispensible. He will be sorely missed.

In the wake of his untimely passing, Bill
leaves a legacy of safer air travel and im-
proved quality of life for airport neighbors. He
gave back to the community as richly and
generously in his personal life as he did in his
career, serving—in addition to positions on a
variety of aviation-related boards—as presi-
dent of the Queens Council of the Boy Scouts
of America.

Madam Speaker, Bill DeCota was a public
servant of the highest order; humble, capable
and knowledgeable. | rise today to applaud his
achievements, mourn his passing, and ex-
press my heartfelt condolences to his friends,
family and coworkers. New Jersey, and the
country, are poorer for having lost him.
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