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her graduation, served as a briefing attorney 
for the Texas Attorney General and in private 
practice in Dallas. 

Lillian came to Washington 15 years ago to 
work on the Hill, and has served in the offices 
of many of our dear friends and colleagues. 
Lillian first worked as press secretary and then 
Chief of Staff to Congresswoman Eddie Ber-
nice Johnson. With Congresswoman Johnson, 
Congressman Jesse Jackson, Jr., and the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People Legal Defense Fund, Lillian 
helped organize a historic bus tour throughout 
the south to highlight the impact of the Su-
preme Court’s decision in Shaw v. Reno 
(1993) on voting rights and minority districts. 
Lillian went on to serve as the Legislative Di-
rector for Congresswoman Barbara Rose Col-
lins, with whom she worked to draft several 
amendments to the 1996 Telecommunications 
Act to increase minority ownership of commer-
cial broadcasting companies. Lillian continued 
on as Press Secretary and Chief of Staff for 
Congressman Alcee Hastings. She organized 
Vice President Al Gore’s first environmental 
justice site tours of southern Florida’s minority 
communities and brownfield lands, and during 
the 2000 Presidential election, Lillian served 
as an area political director for the Gore re-
count committee. Following the September 11 
terrorist attacks, Lillian helped usher through a 
$125 million grant to assist the Nation’s tour-
ism industry, and she successfully managed 
the effort to secure the Health Care Financing 
Administration’s approval of the Dean Ornish 
Program for reversing coronary heart disease. 
Lillian then served as the Chief of Staff to 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson-Lee, where 
she worked with the Houston community in 
the wake of Enron’s collapse. During the 2002 
Florida Governor’s race, Lillian worked as the 
Get-Out-the-Vote director for Miami-Dade 
County Democrats. 

Lillian joined the Judiciary Committee in 
2003 and has made numerous contributions to 
the committee’s civil rights, criminal justice, 
and government oversight work. She helped 
secure funding for the expansion of the U.S. 
Marshal Service’s Safe Surrender Initiative to 
seven additional States, including the District 
of Columbia and my home State of Michigan. 
She visited the Texas-Mexico border several 
times to investigate government’s response to 
the high-death tolls and helped with the com-
mittee’s immigration field hearings in Texas, 
Michigan, California, and Iowa. She led the 
House’s investigation into the wrongful firing of 
rail workers under the Transportation Security 
Administration’s Transportation Worker Identi-
fication Card program, which ultimately re-
sulted in the reinstatement of 36 workers. She 
successfully led the Committee’s effort to re-
lease three inmates wrongfully incarcerated in 
solitary confinement for 36 years in the Angola 
Penitentiary in Louisiana, and she and I re-
cently met with Governor Bobby Jindal to dis-
cuss the prisoners’ final release. She orga-
nized committee hearings on FBI whistle-
blower protections; the Justice Department’s 
role in the Jena Six cases; and voter intimida-
tion during the 2006 elections, which featured 
then-Senator Barack Obama as a witness. 

On behalf of the Judiciary Committee, its 
staff, and this distinguished body, I would like 
to thank Lillian for her service. Throughout her 
time on the Hill, she has been a stalwart voice 
for social justice and the under-represented. 
Lillian is a tour-de-force that will be sorely 

missed. Her spirit, loyalty, wit, generosity, and 
professionalism have made all of the offices in 
which she has worked places to belong and 
places to thrive. We are losing a dear advisor, 
mentor, and friend. 

We wish her the best of luck and extend to 
her our deepest gratitude. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE FRED 
BABER FAMILY AS THE 2009 
OKALOOSA FARM FAMILY OF 
THE YEAR 
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OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 14, 2009 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it 
is a great honor for me to rise today to extend 
congratulations to the Fred Baber family for 
being selected the 2009 Okaloosa County 
Farm Family of the Year. 

Mr. Fred Baber, the family’s patriarch, cele-
brated his 90th birthday this year, but he still 
loves to rise before dawn and head out to 
farm in Laurel Hill, Florida. He is the herd 
manager for Roger’s Ranch and manages 60 
head of cattle. In their early days as Ohio 
farmers, Fred and his brother were pioneers in 
the fields of artificial insemination (AI) and 
dairy herd improvement association milk test-
ing (DHIA). Fred brought his advanced knowl-
edge of these techniques to Florida. He also 
built one of the first Harvester silos in the local 
area, and was instrumental in bringing the 
Tampa Independent Dairy Farmers Milk Co-op 
to the Florida panhandle. 

Fred’s family is a huge part of his success-
ful farming career. His son Andy helps him run 
the family farm, producing peanuts, soybeans, 
and hay. Andy, the oldest of eight Baber chil-
dren, and his wife Barbara both work at 
Ruckel Properties. Andy also serves on the 
Okaloosa County Farm Services Agency 
Board. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I would like to offer my con-
gratulations to Baber family’s tireless work and 
dedication to family, faith and trade. They are 
a role model for all of us. My wife Vicki and 
I wish their entire family best wishes for con-
tinued success. 
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TRIBUTE TO SAN DIEGO POWER 
SURGE 96 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 14, 2009 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of San Diego Power Surge 96 
for its championship victory in the Amateur 
Softball Association’s 2009 Girls National 
Fastpitch Tournament. The girls of Power 
Surge 96 competed against some of the most 
talented and formidable teams in the coun-
try—and they did not disappoint their fans. 
Their national championship victory represents 
a great accomplishment for not only each 
team member, but also for the San Diego 
community. 

Over the course of the tournament, Power 
Surge 96 won a total of nine games to com-

pliment the team’s overall and quite impres-
sive record of 92 wins, 7 losses and 1 tie. The 
team’s final matchup turned into a heroic test 
of endurance and skill after falling behind to 
their opponent, the SoCal Jynx, early in the 
game. In the seventh inning, Power Surge 96 
tied the score at three, forcing the game into 
extra innings where they eventually took the 
lead and never looked back. 

On their way to the top, the girls of Power 
Surge 96 prevailed through a qualifying tour-
nament that included several tough oppo-
nents. That tournament, the ASA Southern 
California State Championship, was the first 
qualifying victory for any Power Surge team 
since forming in 1992 and competing at the 
national level. 

In 2009, Power Surge 96 competed in a 
total of nine tournaments. The team won six of 
those tournaments outright, sharing a seventh 
as co-champion. Altogether, 2009 was a great 
year for the girls of Power Surge 96, high-
lighted by their national championship victory. 
Surely, their victory will help motivate them to 
reach the same level of achievement next 
year, when they resume competitive play and 
prepare to defend their national championship. 

The girls of Power Surge 96 deserve great 
credit and recognition for their success and re-
markable accomplishment. Their national 
championship victory, as well as the time they 
have shared together and hours invested in 
practice and preparation, is an experience 
they will always remember. It is an experience 
that will stay with them well into their adult 
lives and, hopefully one day, be shared with 
their children to encourage and inspire them to 
reach new heights. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to rise in 
recognition of Power Surge 96 and I ask that 
my colleagues join me in paying tribute to this 
team of talented girls. Next year’s national 
championship tournament will not be easy but 
if there is any group up to the challenge, it is 
the girls of Power Surge 96. 
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WIND ENERGY RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT ACT AND HEAVY 
DUTY HYBRID VEHICLE RE-
SEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND 
DEMONSTRATION ACT 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 14, 2009 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express my support for the Wind En-
ergy Research and Development Act (H.R. 
3165) and the Heavy Duty Hybrid Vehicle Re-
search, Development and Demonstration Act 
(H.R. 445). I thank my colleagues on the 
Science and Technology Committee for their 
work on these important bills, which will help 
secure America’s role as a global leader in in-
novation. 

An aggressive transition to a clean renew-
able energy economy is necessary to mod-
ernize America’s economy for the 21st cen-
tury. In this historic moment, we have the re-
sponsibility and the opportunity to secure 
America’s place as a global hub of techno-
logical innovation, an economic leader, and a 
steward of our planet. Passage of H.R. 3165 
and H.R. 445 will focus American ingenuity to 
achieve these important goals. 
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Wind energy is a critical component of 

America’s clean energy future. The growth po-
tential for the industry is enormous: in 2008 
alone the industry installed enough new wind 
energy production capacity to power over 2 
million homes. My state of Minnesota is cur-
rently fourth in the nation for installed wind en-
ergy production capacity and is in the top ten 
states for wind energy production potential. 
However, like many new industries, the wind 
energy industry requires federal incentives to 
fuel its growth. The Wind Energy Research 
and Development Act authorizes an important 
new demonstration program at the Department 
of Energy to reduce the costs of construction, 
generation, and maintenance of wind energy 
systems. Developing these technologies will 
help reduce existing barriers to expansion of 
wind power around the country. 

America’s shift to a clean energy economy 
requires the development of advanced vehicle 
technologies to save consumers money and 
reduce harmful emissions. In addition to clean 
passenger vehicles, we must modernize our 
commercial transport fleet. The Heavy Duty 
Hybrid Vehicle Research, Development and 
Demonstration Act will create a competitive 
grant program to support research, develop-
ment and demonstration of advanced heavy 
duty hybrid vehicle technologies. This program 
will help make America’s commercial transport 
fleet the cleanest and most efficient in the 
world. 

Transitioning to a clean energy economy 
and curtailing global climate change are two of 
the great challenges of our time—American in-
novation is the key to addressing them both. 
I urge my colleagues to support these two im-
portant pieces of legislation. 
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RECOGNIZING DAVID DAVIS FOR 
WINNING THE VOLUNTEER OF 
THE YEAR AWARD 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 14, 2009 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to congratulate David Davis for 
winning the Volunteer of the Year Award. Ac-
cording to his peers, since 2003, David Davis 
has volunteered for the City of Dallas and has 
logged approximately 1,947 hours. This year 
David has logged 394 hours and in the month 
of June alone has logged 62 hours. 

David Davis had made a significant con-
tribution by taking charge of several Volunteer 
Programs which include being a Crime Watch 
Captain for the Oaklawn Crime Watch, a VIP 
Captain for Oaklawn Neighborhood and par-
ticipates in every Central Patrol VIP training 
class. David Davis also sits on the CWEB 
Board as a NE and NW alternate. David is 
CERT trained and heads up CERT Teams for 
Northeast and Northwest. 

David Davis also volunteers for COPS, 
White Rock Lake VIP, VIP Traffic Safety Fairs, 
assists in traffic and crowd management for 
various parades throughout the city, CHIPS 
training assistance, CHIPS on the job training, 
VIP training and participated in the Citizens 
Police Academy. 

In May 2009 Dallas Police Crisis Interven-
tion Training Program (CIT) held the National 
Association on Mental Illness (NAMI) walk at 

Fair Park and David Davis assisted by orga-
nizing a group of volunteers for additional 
crowd management in order to facilitate this 
successful fundraiser. 

On numerous occasions David Davis has 
contacted the local police personally to offer 
his assistance with crime watch events, pa-
rades and volunteer training and has always 
shown a great dedication and reliability in his 
support of these Dallas Police events. 

David Davis has also proven himself to be 
an accomplished crime fighter and has made 
a tremendous impact during his Volunteering 
in Patrol. David Davis leads by example in this 
area by explaining to new volunteers that 
crime may be brought down by the volunteers 
who patrol certain areas. 

David Davis has also taken on patrol of the 
Katy Trail and Reverchon Park areas. He has 
organized newly trained volunteers for these 
areas and keeps track of current crime trends 
and passes along information to police officers 
who also work these parks. 

Congratulations David Davis. I salute you. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD 
HOLST 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 14, 2009 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the life and accomplishments of Mr. 
Richard Holst, who died in the line of duty on 
September 9, 2009, while defending the com-
munity from a fire. 

Mr. Holst served in the United States Navy 
during the Vietnam War in the Atlantic Fleet 
on the U.S.S. Saratoga. In addition to his mili-
tary service, after retirement, he joined the 
Huntington Manor Fire Department as a fire-
fighter, eventually becoming the head of New 
York State Association of Fire Chaplains. 

Mr. Holst was a true leader, who carried the 
torch of service throughout his life. He will be 
remembered by his family, friends, and com-
munity for his generosity and sincere commit-
ment to helping those in need. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF RONNIE E. 
BELL UPON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 14, 2009 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, a 
community leader who is retiring after over 
thirty years of public service with Walton 
County, Florida. Mr. Bell spent his career serv-
ing Northwest Florida, and I am proud to 
honor his dedication and service. 

Ronnie is life-long resident of Walton Coun-
ty. He graduated from Walton Senior High 
School in 1977 and from Okaloosa-Walton 
Junior College in 1980. He began his career 
with Walton County in 1977 as an Emergency 
Medical Services Secretary. From 1978 
through 1986, Ronnie served as an EMT and 
Paramedic for Walton County EMS, and was 
the Walton EMS Supervisor between 1986 
and 1987. In 1988, Ronnie became the Wal-

ton County Administrative Supervisor, and 
served in that capacity for eleven years. In 
1999, he became Public Works Director, and 
was selected as Walton County Administrator 
in 2004. 

In over thirty years of service to the public 
as a Walton County employee, Ronnie has 
shown a true dedication to helping his fellow 
citizens. He has always strove to make Walton 
a better place to live. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am honored to recognize 
Ronnie Bell for his lifetime of service to North-
west Florida. Walton County will miss his lead-
ership. My wife Vicki and I wish all the best for 
him and his family as they embark on this next 
journey in their lives. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF FORMER SENATOR JOSE 
‘‘PING’’ ANDRES RAMIREZ 
DUEÑAS 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 14, 2009 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and service of former 
Guam Senator Jose ‘‘Ping’’ Andres Ramirez 
Dueñas, a lifetime resident of the village of 
Dededo, Guam. Senator Dueñas passed away 
on August 31, 2009 after a long illness. He 
was 78. 

Born on October 17, 1930, in Hagåtña, 
Guam, Ping was the oldest of four sons of Ju-
liana Ramirez Dueñas and Jesus Camacho 
Dueñas. Ping and I were classmates at 
George Washington High School, where we 
both graduated from in June of 1951. On April 
19, 1954, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, he mar-
ried his high school sweetheart, Rosario Cruz 
Perez, fondly known as ‘‘Ling’’. Ping enrolled 
in Marquette University and later received his 
bachelor’s degree in accounting from St. 
Thomas Aquinas College in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 

After graduation from college, Ping returned 
home and began his twenty-eight year career 
of public service with the Government of 
Guam. Ping started as an auditor with the De-
partment of Administration before being pro-
moted to chief accountant. In 1962, Ping and 
nineteen others joined together to form the 
Government of Guam Employees Federal 
Credit Union (GGEFCU). From an initial mem-
bership of twenty founding members, the 
GGEFCU has grown to over 40,000 members, 
three branches, and is an important resource 
for financial services to the Government of 
Guam employees. 

Ping sought political office in 1970 and was 
elected to four consecutive terms as a Senator 
in the 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th Guam Legis-
lature from 1970 to 1978. He served on the 
Rules Committee; the Committees on Finance 
and Taxation; Federal and Foreign Affairs; and 
Natural Resources, Land and Community De-
velopment. He also served on the 1975 Legis-
lative Task Force for the review of the federal- 
territorial political relationship with its findings 
to be reported to the White House. After serv-
ing as Chairman of the Democratic Party of 
Guam, Ping and I joined together as running 
mates in the 1990 gubernatorial election. 
While unsuccessful in our bid for Governor 
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